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us a character that is worth stîîdying. And
in the second it reminds us af the great
antiquity of aur brandi of tlîe Churcli.

And firstly, as ta the character cf S. Aiban.
MTe j udgo a man's character according ta the
opportunities lie lias possessed, and the cir-
curnstances 'with wvhicli lie lias been sur-
rounded. In dark ages we do nat expect ta
ineét wvith sucli lafty standards af living as
in thase flooded with lighit. We do not lookz
for the perfection af the Sermon on the
Mýount in tie live8 af Samsvn), and Gideon,
and Deborali, and Barak. And we slîauld
Iîardly have Iîoped for a noble, Christian life,
as the outcomne ofithe turbulent B3ritishi times.
And yct, wvc stumble across sucli, in the
history af S. Aiban. It is a history af the
noblest ,elf-surren'.er. *It is th~e tale af a
man giving lus life foc bis fricnd. 'a bis
dying act, Aiban followcd closely ,~ the
footsteps af bis Divine Ma%-,ster.

The story is as followvs. Aiban was C.
roman soldier, living at Verulam, near the
t.own 'which since bas received bis name, and
in wbich a glaonsu. catbedral has heen dedi-
cated ta bis memary. During, the pcrscî-
t-%nj of fliacletian, towards the close of the
third century, a Christian priest sougit
shelter at bis bouse. Aiban rcceived him,
and by-and-by, observing tie earnestness
withwhich bis guest engaged in bis devoins,
lie declared bixuseif a Christian, and was
instructed and baptised. the priest., being
discovered and sent for, Aiban bastily cbanged
garments witb bim, and precnted ]îirnselfîin
bis place, thus enabling the priest ta escape.
\Vhen recognised, bie at once declared bim-
self a Christian, and was ordered ta, instant
excution. Tie soldier, 'vho coxiducted kra,
ivas sa struck with bis manly bearingy and
unflinching firmniess, that he threw away bis
sword, dcclaring that hie would naL carry out
tbe sentence, and desîring tint be niigbt
suffer too. Se tagetber they suifered niar-
tyrdom for the Faith af Christ. As they
passcd ta exceution, varions miracles were
said ta have taken j1ace. A river dried up
ta, enable theni ta eross it ; and a fountain
burst forth wben Aibari desired water. And
the executianer's eyes, it was afterwards
reported, fell from his bcnd, as lie accam-

plishcd his rcvolting task. Ail these tradi-
tions, which have gathered round the sad
event, sérve ta showv the reverence a good
man could inspire in bis follows, even in a
dark and a dreary age. May his naine stili
k-indle in Christian breasts the true spirit of
self-sacrifice.

But the name of S. Alban serves a s2cond
iiseftil pu~rpuse. It reminds us of the anti-
quity of our Church. Ife is our S. Aihan.
We, and lie, are of the same Divine societv.
"E qually are ne mnembers of Çbirist's Spiritual
Body. We regyard lîim as an ancestor in
christ.

Some people suppose that the Churcli to
whichi ive belong, ivas selected out of a nuin-
ber of other religiaus Lodies, and established
as the 'National Chui eh in the time of
Charles II. They thiulz that there have
aiways been several forms of Christianity,
from wiich the State picked out and endowed
one.

Others imagine that, a Roman Cathalic
Cliurchi was ex pelled from tJis country at the
Reformation, and a new institution put in
iLs place.

And amang thase, wbo know both of these
to be false and foolirl ideas, it is frequently
supr'j.ed tbat the Christianity of E-ngland
dates from the timle af 'S. AUgustine 596,A.D.,
and was first recei% ed by the Saxons at the
bands of teachers from Rome.

To ail tlaete theories, the namne of S. Altin
shouid .sugg-.est an answer. Our Chureh is
bis Cltiueh, and amo(ngst aur own island
martyr;. te place bis nr re first. Aiban hved
before NoT.ýaas or Saxons set foot bere,
before ?,arliaracnts were instituted, or kings
'i E Dgland re'a Led. Hie -Was a mxeniber of
a native Clhurcb, ;vhich was already deeply
roaL.;d in the hearts of aur British fore-
fathers befare this land was oivilised, or a
nation forxned. Nie was anly one, aniongst
many, wlio devoted their lires ta the settling
and rtrengtbening af this Church. Mis
devotion lias not ceased to bear fruit. The
Church Le loved has continued co witncss to
Chribt in this country froxn thut day ta this,
and te hier influence may largely be aseribed
the framing of tiiose laws and institutions
af wL!hkh %ve are -u juýtly proud, and which


