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THE SO.CALLED FRENCH CANA-
’ DIAN EXODUS.

We are indebted to Mr. Brydges for the fol-
lowing statcment of facts :—

The question of Emigration to Canada is
naturally one of very considerable interest
to the Grand Trunk Railway Company, and
cqually so is the question of the assevted
exodus—as it has been called—of residents
of Lower Canada, from this country to the
United States. Fecling a great interest in
this question, and baving seen the remarks
which have been made in the newspapers
upon the subject, I thought it to be a mat-
ter of considerable importance to ascertain
the actual facts in regard to the assumed de-
parture of large numbers of Lower Canadians
to the neighboring republic. I therefor. on
the 10th inst., addressed the following circu-
lar to all the Ageuts of this Company, at our
Stations in Lower Canada, extending from
Cotean, west of Montreal, to Quebec, Rivier-
du Loup,and as far as the Bouudary line,near
Island Pond,—as usual every Spring.

GRAND TRUNE RAILWAY OF CANADA.
Managing Director's Office,
MonNTREAL, May 10, 1869.
Circular No. 132.

I wish to have from you, a8 soun as possibl.
a statement as to whether there has been
during the present scason, any unusual num-
ber of p :rsons leuving your vi inity permaun-
ently for the United States. It has beeu
stated that there has bren, during the pre-
sent season, & much larger cmigration than
nsual from places in Lowcr Canuda to the
States.

I want to know how far your knowledge of
this fact extends, as to whether there has
been more people leaving this year than
usual, and, if so, what is the cause that is
producing the extraordinay exvdu.

Give me, as far as possible, figures from
your Returns, and show the uwumber of
Tickets sold this year, as compared with
previous ones; aud if you have any informa-
tion in regard to the departure of people
from your viciuity by any other means than
the Railway, I shall be glad to kpow it.

Have you any rvason to suppose that auy
of the people who are now going, or have
been going, to the States, arc simply going
for the purpose of woking during the Sum-
mer, or for any particular period, intendiug to
return again to their hom s in Capada ?

I should like & reply to this Circular to be
geut in &8 soun as ever possible,

C. J. BRYDGES.

Managing Director.
All the replies from places where o sider-
able populsation exists, state that every year
for many years back, there has been a regular
flow of people in the Spring, to the United
States, for the purpose of workingio Factor-
ies, Brick yards, &c., there, but the great
majority of whom rcturn in the Fall, with
the proceeds of their earnings during the sea-
gon. The replies to my circular state that
Agents from different places in the States are
in the habit every Winter of visitiug certain
portions of Lower Canada, and engaging for
specificd rates of wages, people to work in the
Cotton Factories of New England, and the
Brickyards in the neighborbood of Boston,
and New York, and that these people so en-
gaged, and so rmployed, invariably return to
their homes, and remain in Canada during
the winter, bringing with them the wages
they have earned. This is the general offi ct

of the replies which I have reccived.
ill now  give the exceptions to those

exceptional, and likely to be a permanent de-
pletion of the pcople of the country.

The agent at Coaticooke reports: * nearl
every train from the South (i. e. from the
United States) brings back Freuch Canadians,
who are returning and scttling down upon
lands in this and the adjoining Townships.”

The agent at Compton states that the stage
line from Compton to Stanstead and D.rby
has not carricd many passengers since the 1st
of January, and is discontinucd "—duricg the
week in which he wrote. )

The numb.r of tickcts sold at that station
in 1869 was rather less than in 1868.

From one or two of the statious on the Ri-
viere du Loup line, there are reports of about
20 families in all having left their homes to
go west of Chicago,

From L'Islet the agent reports, since 1864,
or during the last 5 years, about 30 families
have left for the United States.

From St. Hyacinthe, the agent reports
that there have been a larger number left this
year than usual ; but the total increase in the
sales of nis tickets, in 4 months aund a half,
only amounts to 1,300; and he puts down
only a small proportion of that number as
being anything more than the usual number
of thosc who lecave that vicinity every year
for the purposes already mentioned, and who
came back again in the Fall.

From one or two places the remark is made
that & few (I cannot trace the number to
amount in all to more than 300 or 400) have
gone, because they have becn informed it is
the intention of the Government to make a
draft upon the pcople for military purposes.

They appear to have been afraid that they
were to be engaged in war, and to be drafted
for that purpose, and have gone away in or-
der to avoid such a contingency.

From our Bonaventure Street Station, in
Montreal, the agent has made & very carefu!
report, from which it would seem that from
all sources, between the 1st of Jan. and the
middle of May, there have been about 2,600
more tickets sold for places in the United
States than was the case last year.

The gr« at majority of this increase went by
way of St. Johns, in the direction of New
York and Boston, comparatively few having
gone to the Western States ; but of those who
have gone to the Western States, the agent
reports that considerable nuibers are now
returning by every train—finding their anti-
cipations of profitable employment were not
realized when they got there,

The agent also reports that the excess this
year of those guing to Boston and New York
is on account of the greater demand for em-~
pleyment in those localitier, and that the
greater part of those chat have gone, have ex-
pressed, their determination to return afier
working ip the summer, and to brivg back
the procecds of their labor,

He also states that he is informed by the
traveilers themsclves, that they bave been in.
duced to go by agents who have gone through
the parishes, making contracts to employ tuc
people, at certain sprcified raies of wages,and
which rate of pay is a grod d al lowcr than
the price which was in g.neral use at the
points at which they arc cugag:d to work—
Many of the yeurg men who have gone to
th- States have becn engaged at $20 & mounth
aud theiv beard.  They bring back nearly the
whole of the money which they reccive in
cash. : :

From St. Jobns the agent reports that be-
tween the Ist of Jan. and 15th of May, about
800 people have taken tickets at that station
for various points along the Vermont Central
Ruilway. He stutes: “a large number of
those have gone as usunal for snummer employ-
ment, aod will return in the Fall of the year,”
but that there are also a good many of the 800
who have left to beccome permanent settlers
in the United States, having taken their fami-
lier and all their property with thom.”

This ir the result of the replics to the cn-
qniries which I have made. The ageuts at

each other, and their replies are all sponta-
neous, and I have no doubt whatever are a
correct representation of the facts existing in
their localities.

I gather, by & general examination of their
replics, that there has been, this year, a de-
parture of somewhere about 200 to 300 fami-
lies Ly the Grand Trunk Railway from the
whole of Lower Canada to the United States,
who have no apparent intention of returning
to their homes; that, in addition, therv bas
been an excess to the usual emigration of
people to work in factories and brickyards of
probably not less than 3,000 persons, beyond
those who have gone for similar purposes at
varivus periods during this time of the year;
and that it is the intention of nearly the
whole, if not all, of those who have thus gone,
to return during the Fall, bringing with them
the products of their industry for the time -
they have been away. It also further shows,
that of those who have gone to the Western
States, intending permaneutly to settle theve,
a considerable number have already returned,
and that every train is bringing back more,
owing to thuse who have gone not finding
their e¢xpectatiobs realized. My object of
course in making these enquiries has been
simply to ascertain the facts.

I think this careful abstract of the replies
which I have received to my circular, proves
that the statements which have appearved i
many aewspapers in regard to the “ exodns”
of Lower Canadians to the United States huve
not been justified by the actual facts. Of
course I can only sprak of the movement of
people by railwav; but I thiuk it will be ad-
mitt:d that not many, from the Ist of Javu.
ary to the middle of May, could have leit
except by using the Grand Trunk Railway.

C. J. BRYDGES,
Managing Divector Grand
Trunk Ruilway.
Montreal, May 28th, 1869.

’

GBAIN TRAFFIC OF THE WEST,
‘§ RE merclhiauts of St. Louis are at the present time
l moment, agitated deeply on the question of
travsporting produce to Europo, by the Mississippi
River and %bg Gulf. 1t is not a new subjeot with
them; but has been revived by the special exertions
of a Company, who are determined to re-open the
New Orlean: route, whatever expenditure of time and
money may be needful. They are rejoicing over the
fact that on the 18th of May, Dubuque wheat was
landed at Liverpool, vi4 5t. Louis and New Orleans,
having |beent carried acrors the ocean by the barque
John Geddes in 26 days. The oust per bushel was Jess
than 40c., and other contracta have boen made for »
less sum ; if shipped via Chicago and the lakes to New
York, and thence to Liverpool, would have beeu 60c.
It is also claireed, that the wheat got earlier to the
um;ket, than it would bave done by the New York
route.

Nevertheless, we have no reason to believe that the
Missiaeippi routs is dJdestined to take from the Lakes,
the trafic in western grain. Had the Ncw Orleans
route bien the natural cue, it would have been
ad-pted loug ere now to a much greater extent. Iti
poe’ible, that in the earls part of the season navigs-
tion being open earlier, giligie cargoes of grain can be
sent by New Orleans (o advautage ; but it does not by
any means follow, that the route wou'd bs preferable
during the remai der of the season. Cooln=si is s
necessity fn the carringe of grein. At the preeent
time, when eummer on the likee has herdly com-
merced, the Mississippi has pearly arrived at its
hiottes' temperature.

1t i8 a certainty, moreover, that the grain, as well as
other traflio, will seek New York, on account of the
great commercial houses establiched there.

It i3 New York capital that moves the western orops;
and although there might be a saving at one season
of the year in carrying grain by New Orleans, a New
York merchant would preter to have it pass through
his own hande, iu order to oontrol it during transit,
and to have power to change its destination should it
be desirable to do so.

There is great competition for the Western grain
traffic, from the beliet tbat it will grow enormously in
the future; but there is some reason to doubt whethor
the sbipment eastward will become much greater
than it is at present, It is inevitable thatthe West
shall at no distant day produce for itself many of the
articles, which are now brought from Europe and the
Eustern States, and as a congequence consume its pro-
duce within its own bounds, ‘f'he very distance-of .
the very far-west, from the Atlantic sea-board, wmw
act a8 & barrior against the great “unlargement ot the
present truffic. 1t is well to bear in mind, in speakiug
of tue construction of cauals and railways, that IJ
period will arrive when the progress of the Western
grain trade will become comparatively slight, and



