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whom they are colled to minister. Tho time
required by the clergyman in town for preparing
for his public duties is usually greater than that
demanded of his rural brother, inasmuch as
services in the samo church and congregation ave
more frequent.  When, amidst bewildering hurry,
Ao has prepared for sermons, lectures, catechiz-
ings, and biblo classes, ho will i:md his tinio eaten
up Ly numberless, yet unavoidable occasional
duties. Tho poor will devour his mornings, and
tho investigation and relief of their distress docs
tauch, at least in winter, to consumo his after-
noons. Tho siok, of which ho is sure to have a
permanent list, must be visited; tho dead must
bo interred—a duty that involves a great expend-
ituro of time. Ho is algo sure to be placed upon
various committees, whose meotings being almost
invariably fixed for the afternoon, which is his
most valuable timo for regular pastoral work,
seriously interferes with its cflicient discharge.
With all these draw-backs, it is no marvel that
parochial vigitation in towas, with the great
number of people, and tho small number of clergy,
ghould bo very inadequately carried out, and
no ono who kas had any practical experience
in Guch & sphero of duty can wonder that com.
plaints of parochial neglect should be loud and
frequent on tho part of those who nover, perbaps,
reflect ugon the countless calls upon a clergyman’s
tie and encrgics.

Lvans, in his valuable work on * The Bishopric
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ghephord of a definite, but often wandering and " 4th. The gencral worshippers (pow-holders or
wayward flock, into the chosen chaplain of thoso| attondants) at the church m which wo minister,
comparatively few who, porhaps, least nced his Any ono ablo to reflect must know that when
caro; hence, clergymen may bo head to declare |j ono clergyman (or evon two in a populous parish)
that a8 no limits aro assigned thom, they hold | has attended to theso various classes, ho can havo
thomselves responsiblo for only those who attend ) but littlo time to give to nuother and most impor-
their church, anfl that they recognise no claim of jj tant class, of responsibility for whom no earnest-
right on tho part of uny others, either to temporal | hearted pavish priest, who secks to realize the
rcliof ovspiritual ministration, i. ©., they becomo jj value of the souls for which Uhrist died, can
ohaplains of those who, having some earnestuess  wholly divest his mind, however occugiod he may
about their souls, chc.so, of their own merofjbe. I mecan
notion, to placo themselves under his pastoralj O6th. Thegreat mass of earoless, worldly, ignor-
eare, by renting or ocoupying sittiogs in thojjant, Godless, and vicious people, who throng on
church which he is appointed to serve. overy side, and who, though christiaus in name,
Tho temptation to act in this way arising from y privilego, and responsibality, ave heathens, and
our present want of ccclesinsticnl order is ox-}| often worso in lite and practice.
tremely great, but it is a courso of action very| ~Now, according to the theory of our churols,
different from tho vow of our ordination, * that|{ these aro part of our flock, and a part of it requir-
wo would seck Christ’s sheep, which aredispersed || ing very carnest, wise, and loving lnbour, and yot
abroad, and for His children who are in the jjhow miserable are tho attempts which, with our
midst of this naughty world, that they may bo countlesscngagements, and insiguificant numbers;
saved through Chrise for ever.” wo are able to mako on therr Lehalf. These are
Such, howeser, being the state of things cxist- j Christ’s sheep, which through their own way-
ing in our principal towns and cities, we bad | Wardness indeed nre dispersed abroad; these are
bettor enquire how we may best fulfil the impor- |, his children, deeply errring and disobedient it is
tant part of our work, under the dificultics || true, but still his children, who are in the midst
alluded to. of thig naughty world, and whom, with his own
Our communicants or pew-holders—or where || commission, He hath sent us forth to seck, that,
thero aro no pews, the regular worshippers in the [ being saved through Him, they may not, by
cliurch which o servo, have unquestionably 1he | Teasun of their sin, perish undor a deeper con-
first claim upon our pastoral attention. Where o || demnation than the heathen can ever know.
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-of Souls,” scts down eight as the average number , Church is pewed, the clergyman baving only to
-of parochial visits which & olorgyman, in o good, apply to his churchwardens for an absolutely
sized parish in England, should pay daily. This [ correct list of the names and residences of the
is o high average cven in such circumstances, to [ holders thereof, can have no excuse for omitting

What then, in the way of pastoral visitation,
can be done on their behalf?

There aro many of course who utterly refuse our
ministrations, in consequenco of schigm,

They place themselves beyond our reach by de-

bo maintained steadily throughout tho yoar.
Expericnece convinces tho present writer that five
wigits daily is as high an averagoe as even a very
diligent priest can maintain, atter the fulfilment
of tho multifurious other dutics which in & city
gre forcedupon bim.  As Saturday must generally
be regarded as & dies non, as far as visiting is
concerued, (unless it be to the upper class of his
parishioners,) ko has but five days in the week
for tho prosecution of this work, sud if, with tho
other calls upon his time, he can maintain tho
aate of five visits a day, or ono thousand two
Juadred and fifty in tho course of tho year, he
caumot faitly accuse himself of idlencss. The
writer has kept up tho averago to eight, or two
thousand in twelve months, but it was, when
being little known, the calls for the dischargo of
wconsional duty weire comparatively fow.

The question presents itself, how in tho denso
population of a city shall the system of visitation
be carriced on, S0 83 to bo most cfficient? Itis a
-question which is not casy to answer, if we regard
wurselves as responsible for all who, in o certain
ocality, would be willing to accept our miuistra.
tions, which is certainly the theory of the church,
There aro two circumstances, however, which in’
4his country tend to obscuro this theory, and to
{ura the clergy into the chaplains of the few, and
not the spiritual pastors of many. These are,
&rst, the want of properly constituted parishes
with clearly defined territorial limits; second, the
prevalence of tho pew system. The operation of
these two facts is very injurious both upon priests
and people. The first leaves tho clergyman with-
out any knowledge of where his work commences,
or where it ends. He is sent forth with the most
awful responsibility resting upon him, respon-
sibility for tho welfaro of immortal souls, but he
is not told who thoss aro for whom he has to
answer. With the burden of this indefinite
<harge resting upon him, and after suffering from

the bewildering hopelessness of being able tol|-

fulfil it, the second fact, namely, tho pow system
comes in, and presents an almost irresistible
¢emptation to sink from the bigh character-of the

to vigit them, and in carrying out that visitation,
ho might easily proceed upon those gencral
principles which have been adverted to as ncces-
sary for tho cfficient discharge of this duty in
villago or rural parishes.

In a large church which is absolutely freo, the
difficulty of this dopartment of pastoral work is
immeuasely increased by the extremo, and often
insupcrable difficulty of learning tho names and
residences of the worshippers. If o clergyman
assumes o district of the town as that which
naturally pertains to his church, and confines
bimself thereto, he leaves uavisited, it may be,
tho larger part of his congregation, who, perhaps,
reside beyond the limits to which ho directs his
cfforts, while thoy aro not visited by tho clergy-
man within whose bounds—or rather supposcd
bounds—they live, because they are not pew hold-
ors or attendants at his church; and the result is,
that smarting under the idea of negleot, thoy
often become nlienated from the church, and
unite themselves with some dissenting body.

QOn the other hand, however, if he devotes him-
self to the very arduous task of endcavouring to
discover and visit those who actually form his
congregation, he will find it necessary to traverse
the whole city, and will often spend so much time
iu looking for those whom he does not kaow, that
homust neglect those with whom he is acquainted,
and thig, from want of thought or knowledge of
tho multiplicity of his cugagcments, will often
prove a cause of offence to such persons.

The order, then, in wbich (it appears to the
writer) wo should devote ourselves to this part of
our work, is the following:—

1st, To the sick, some of whom in a large town
will always be upon our list,

2u0d. To the poor, the urgency of whase suffer-
ings, espccially in the winter, often brook mo
deluy, and the dauger of being deceived by whom
is 80 great as to demand personal investigation.

3rd. To the communicants, especially those of
the humbler class who have 1ecently been con-
firmed. This isakind of parochial visiting which,
carried or in a kindly, earnest spirit, is often fol-
lowed by great rewarde.

claring themsclves attached to various dissenting
bodics, and chrisnans They not uufrequently
avoid good influenco from every quarter, by
agserting to the denominational minister that
they aro strong churchmen, whilo they declare to
the clergyman that they belong to **tho meet-
ing;” many among them, however, profess to
belong to tho church, but as they habitually
abstain from all rehgious worship, there is no
way to discover them but by regulnr domiciliary
visitation, begun at onc cad of every street, and
carried on faithfully and impartially to tho other.
Now, after years of effort in this special work, an@
thousauds upon thousands. of applications made
ot tho doors of the houses in the noighbourhood
whercin he ministers, the writer has been brought
to the conclusion, that without a large increase
in tho staff of olergy, it is & work that cannot
adequately be carried out by tho parish priost—
in fact it i3 not tho work of tho priest at
all, but that of the doacon. In the practical
abeyance of that office in tho church, tho system
of Iay co-operation, known by the name of
district visiting, hag been rosorted to, often with
good effect. Wo cannot, however, cxpect a
human device, howover cxcellent, to produce
results which would flow from a divine institution,
and therotore, while district visiting is under
propor direction, most useful and desirable, we
nced something more regulur and systematie, and
more immediately under tho controlling hand of
the clergyman.

In view of the difficultics which appear to sur-
round the question of the restoration of the
diaconite, tho writcr has been convinced that
measures involving little outlay might be adopted
in town parishes, which would sccuro us many of
tho advantages which would arise from the
restoration of the order named, and which advan-
tages we could secure at once, without waiting
for tho settlement of the vexod question alluded to.

In carrying on parochial work with the assist-
ance of others a cleric should be recognised ag
such; and a laic shounld remain distinctly a laic,




