
floSimber, 1M. CANAAN HOME jOtJ1»AL

imel a wormted bookmark.
Samuel J. Wetbcrbed eut a beautîfui

trec for ms taklng us ail Satu, the
wcods tu, pIck lt out. 'lien lie met li
tIp goi thc parlar au liro.ly that It dld
aat ahake. Ho rlgged nmre mocketm
for caudles aud hoiped us attlng pop-
corn for decorationu and make candy
baga. He eould sew as well as math-
er. Samuel J. Wetherbed was the mont
ludustriaus mnu 1 ever Isaw. Hle wam
flot le a minute. Hle mllked and dld
ail the barn chores. lie made the firem
and drew water and mwept the Coon
and wasbed the milk palle far me. sud
ail bls sarre îne ho was at work Iip-
on our Chrlatmas prepsratlons as huai-
Iy as we were. He rournd sme boards
andl tacis of fathersa and made nmre
wcudertul thiîgs wltb theni. There
was a zilce box, wblch be sbowed un
bow tu, liue wlth Clannet for maîher
ta kcep kalves andl tanks lu. a lîttie
boat for Chil and a nutaber of oth-
er tbîngs.

1 felt much easler lu my mlud about
the money atar Samuel J. Wetherbed
came.

We baid gtven Samuel Uic bedrooni
ont of the kîtchen to aleep, I. He Raid
he wouid rather have that because It
was mc, handy for hlm ta, bulld the tire
lu Uhc oraneg and I dlal na: bave the
trot suspician that anythlng was
wrong until the aigbt of the day but
co before Chnîstuasa 1 bad bien
sleeping weU i mnce Samuel came,
tbrouib feeling soi sage. tliougb 1 bad.
au 1 afterward remeanbercd. often

tarted awake, because 1 thauglit 1
heard a noIse, but that aîght 1 dîd flot
go ta saleep as'aon as umual. 1 was
very much exclted thiuklng about
Cbrlstmac and father und mather com.
gng home. Samuel bad gone dowu tu,
the village that mornlng snd got a Set-
ter fer me trom mother lu whlcli she
laid Uiat they were coinîng bomne
Cbr.stum mornîne. Ince Uncie WIJl
àawm vas wei eflotii tu e le IW ~e
vere ail %Jellghteýd. the mort- so lie
cause we thought that now Samuel
could tal and have our Chiristmas
troc with us. He laugbcd and tlîanked
un when w. muiei no. but la a maoment
atterward 1 noticed that be looked
very sober. even ad. Well, thinkînutp
over everyth2lng made me î'ery wvlde
awake, and 1 guess It muet bave beci'
a* late as il c'clock when 1 was sure
i heard momebody davu aire lu the.
sitting room, whlch r'as dlrectly tîndet
eur rocm. i thought nt once Oint Si
mlght be a robber and p)erbnlpa I ouglit
to speak te Samuel lu case ho mliould
net hear Uic noise. I ý,altîd -tili 1
lerd the noise agalu very plain and
was sure that I knew wliere I was.-
smre anc trying ta, apen lhe door of It
dark beciroom. whiclà stuck and bat.
to be forcvd down i efoe~ pulIlng. Vtîz
children did flot nake. and 1 madi
up Mny mlnd that 1 wouid flot spcaLk i
ibem n d Cet tbcm scared ta death. 1
thought tbat 1 wonld go down sti r>
ver>' maftly, steil pasi the Sitting rooîI 1
deer aud go througb the alier way tc
the kîtchen and walue ap Samnuel.

1 got Up andl put on ny diress. Ther
1 went davu stairs. aud 1 don1 lie
liev. 1 made any more ioIste tInau a
cat i saw a feint lîglit à;slning from
the dank bcdroom. and 1 kuew 1 liad!
Bot been mîstaluen. Titen ail of a sud
den 1 thought tbat ftene andi mothi
mlgbt bive camle homo' ani] faiber lx
Iooklng to sec If the tuoney vas note
1 tbouigbt 1 would c .. ie sure before I
caeW gamueL

Ivent lttu the Sitting mom au",
crept sciom te the dark b'edroom. keep-
JAS; close te thc wali. 1 pecked lu, sud
Ihere wau Saud ru-nmau la thc

enet wberu
knew that
mîglit b. la
thInas. It
w.onder wh~
but 1 kept a
aud Iocked
and mat dco
ta tl'lnI. 1
It vas of ai
@tairs and
thlflk ho
drawer witl
stop bIs ta
determlaed.

the money was. Thben 1
*however gaod Samuel
other ways. lie would take
wam an awful sliock. 1

y I dld flot scream and run,
ili. 1 wcut back up statrs
myseif Ito the chamber

wn on the edge of the bcd
t did flot »eern ta, me that

ny usne for tue ta, tay down
watcl' Samuel. 1 dld flot
mouid Sind out the secret
baut any help. 1 could flot
king the money If he wau

Thon. tao, 1 reanoüed that

ehilflarn cogan to cr5.
INow. dorî't Sou cry,11 sald Sainuel.

"*rl go thîs minute and eut atiottiec

Bo Samuecl utarted off aud CharleY
wlth hlm, and thon 1 made P~lory aînd
Jauey go up %taitra. "Vnu twa, bave just
got ta go up clairs sud mtray thoere wlîlle
1 Six a surprise," Sait] 1. Sturprlseéi were
a favorite amusement wvlth uis chilidrea.i
Flary and Janey laugbed sud mau off
up Mtaire lu a minute.

1 net nmre molasses on to, bail. Thon
1 goit the rnaney ont of the secret drnw.
er and mode six lttlo parcels of 11. roll-

came tu the foot or the stairs and CeaU-
ed tue.

1 went to, my door. My lieart wus
beating iio liard It seenied ta clhoke me.
"Wliat du Sou waut?" 1 made out tu,
gay as softly as 1 could, 15o au flot to
wake Ille c1îl1tiren.

"Coine- dow» lierti a mIulttte." mata
Bamuel, andl 1 went down ta tic ait.
tlng room. "I1 want to nsk Sou n ques.
tlon." imld Samunel. Ile trlcd to ouille.
but he was very pale and looked au If
hoe was as trIglitcnied as 1 was. 1 trem-
bled an 1 could scarccly stand. 1 was
i'a nfrml<l ho would îimk nie riglît out

g* J'.Navre as tût. titioîiLy e* but ke did uiot.lU ' ' '*11 only vant ta uask If Sour fathier
Sert samo money lu tlho bouse when lieIl iwent away," sald ho. laoklng awàV
from nie ne If lie were ashamed.

" Yen. lio tiO." .,aId 1. 1 baci te or tell
alie.

IVol,." sait] Samueli lu a queer. 3liak-
Ing volco. *"1 would Ilke ta borraw that
nicney for a lîttie whîite, 1 ueed snme
înouey rîglit awvsy. and as long au
Saur fatlier aln't nmîg lt'-

4'l would rather you valted and ait-
i rEEKED 14N. AND TIIERE WAS SAMUEL RU.N.%AGIn.G IN TiIf eti fatlifr." 1 said. -'l don't thîln fa-

CIIEFT. tuer would Ilke It If I lent lt mouoy."1
. 11 w'11 make It rlgbt with sour fa-

If be dld flot tlud it thiat sighît tibre ta etnti gutiy ais à cuniti aiu i~iî tuier," %nid Samunel. *'Did Sour frather
voulal be iîzie enough for me ta, bide it lu2 letter paper. Then as mon ai' the tell 5ou wiiere the monoy was?"
tamnorrow. andi fatier aud mother ere mollasses vas bolîed 1 matte poIcorn "Yes, lie dîi." I answered. 1 bad ta
comîug home nont day. balla. Lucklly 1 hat] a'noîgli corn pot1> or tell a le. 1 trernbled for the Dext

1 tila flot se(ep any that uîght 1 lookl med. Wheu 1 caîliea tho girls dana question.
off my dress sud Iay dava. Ilefore' etairs. 1 bail two plates of cornî halls. -Wlîere dld lie tell Sou It vas?" ask-
daybrcak 1 bad my plans aIl made. 1 The halle lu onc were of extra sîze, ed Samuel.
trlcal te tieut Samuel just as usual wlth strings attached aIl ready ta biang "Ilu the cliest ln the dark bedroom."
when 1 maw hlmn lu the mornlng, and 1 on the tree, sud lu six of thein were, maid 1. TVint was the truthI, amd It dld
guesu I dîal. After breakfast 1rie b itiden the 11111e rails of nmoncy. The: ne harmn.
a pitcher ot water loto the parlor as balls lu the otiier piate %vere smaller, "Whereabouts ln thec hest?'
If 1 were golng to water the plants. and those voue tu be oatcu nt onee. "lun tba secret driver."
Then 1 llghted a match andl touched It When Samuel aud CIînriey came "Oh1! Bo th«re's a secret drawer. Dial
te ene of Uic cand les on thc Chistmas boule, 1 gav'e tbem sanie of the lîttie' your father tell Soni lîaw ta open It?"
troc te unake It appear us If 1 had only con balls. and wiÙen Samnui had set, 1 suId to dld.
wanted ta mcc bey It would looku. andal up the trc 1 huuig on theo otiiers. Viecn ,WVel. ycu just couie lu liere znd
thon 1 taucheal It ta tLe trme andl u. 1 tbought the moncy was mate, but 1 show me bow ta, open It." sali] Sannel
bliaud up. à walted untîl 1 dared wait Jwondered agi the tînie what 1 slîould, 1 vent %vitIî Saiaiie Itou taxe dark

ne oagr, ud Ie I aulcalan he de If SaniuM4 ahoulti corne ta me and bedroani qnd mhowed Ilim Iiow ta open
water and acreameda fIre ai the top oft ask me right out where the maucy wus. the draw~er. 1 conîti e nothîlng cime ta
my Iuags. They ail came ruulng ln. for 1 ditd uot vaut ta, tell a le. do, I stuod bcnck wlilce lit opencd It 1

amue) àrst He ruaheal for mare va. Tlîat nîglit we aIl wvcnt iîp istairs as wontlerfrd If it wvould be vrosig for me
ter. andl the îre was eut lu a minute, usual. but 1 dîd not go te, aleep. It wus ta, cry ont as If 1 were ustonlmîîod wlien
but Uic troc wa u udlnggeal andl tb not very late when 1 hourd Samuel lic discovcred tlîat the money ws

movins about belcw. anad urescntly ho %roue. Then a&B of a mîîdden 1 heard a


