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Docomber, 1800,

Janey a worated bookmark.

Samuel J. Wetherhed cut a beautiful
tree for us, taking us all into the
woods to pick it out. Then be set 1%
up In the parlor so firr.ly that it did
not shake. He rigged some sockets
for candles and heiped us string pop-
corn for decorations and make candy
bags. He could sew as well as moth.
er. Samuci J. Wethertied was the most
industrious man 1 ever saw. He was
uot {dle a minute. He milked and did
all tbe barn chores, he made the fires
and drew water and swept the floors
and washed the milk palls for me, and
all his spare time he was at work up-
on our Christmas preparations as busi-
iy 28 we were. He found some boards
and tools of father's and made some
wonderful things with them. Tblere
was & nice box, which be showed us
how to line with flannel, for mother
to keep knives and forks in, a little
boat for Charley and a number of oth-
er things.

1 felt much easler in my mind about
the money after Samuel J. Wetherbhed
came,

We had given Samuel the bedroom
out of the kitchen to sizep in. He sald
he would rather have that, because it
was so handy for him to build the fire
in the morning, and 1 did not bave the
first suspiclon that anything was
wrong until the night of the day but
one before Christuias. | bad been
sleeping well sluce Samuel came,
through feeling so safe, thougb | had,
as 1 afterward remembered, often
started awake, because 1 thought 1
theard a nolse, but that night 1 did not
go to sleep assoon as usual. | was
very much excited thinking about
Christmas and father and mother com-
ing home. Samuel had gone down to
the village that mcrning and got a fet.
ter for me from mother in which she
snid that they were counng bowe
Christmas morning, since Uncle Wik
uam was well enough to be lefe.  We
were all dJdelighted. the more o e
cause we thought that now Samuel
could stay and bave our Christmas
tree with us. He laugbed and thanked
us when we sald so, but In a moment
afterward 1 noticed that he fookedd
very sober, even sad. Well, thinking
over everything made me very wide
awake, and 1 guess it must have been
an late as 11 o'clock when 1 was sure
1 heard somebody down stalrs in the
sitting room, which was directly undet
our room. 1 thought at once that I
might be a robber and perhaps I ought
to speak to Samuel iu case he should
not hear the mnolse. 1 walted -till 1
Leard the nolse again very plain and
was sure that | knew where it was-
some ofe trying to open the door of the
dark bedroom, which stuck and b
to be forced down before pulling. Th
children d!d npot awake, and 1 mads
up my mind that 1 would not speak t
them and get them scared to death. ¢
thought that 1 would go down stair
very softly, steal past the sitting roon
door and go through the other way t¢
the kitchen and wake ap Samuel.

1 got up and put on my dress. Ther
1 went down stairs, aud 1 don’t bLe
lieve 1 made any more unolse thao a
cat. 1 saw a falut light shining from
the dark bedroowm. and 1 kuew 1 had
not been mistaken. Then all of u sud
den 1 thought that fatler and wmothe
might have come home and father W
looking to see if the rioney was safe
1 thought 1 would u..&e sure before )
called Samuel

i went Into the sitting room an”
crept across to the dark Lodroom, keepr
ing close to the wall. 1 peeked In, and
there was S8amvuel rummaging in the

coest where the money was. ‘I'hen 1
knew that, however good Bamuel
might be in other ways, he would take
things. It was an awful shock. 1
vonder why 1 did not scream and run,
but 1 kept still, I went back up stairs
a0d locked myself into the chamber
and sat down ob the edge of the bed
to think. It did not seem to me that
it was of any use for e to stay down
stairs and watch Samuel. 1 did oot
think he could find out the secret
drawer without any help. 1 could not
stop his taking the money {f he was
determined. Then. too, | reasoned that
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chisaren pegan to cory.
“Now, don't you cry,” sald Samuel

“I'll go this minute and cut anothee’
(1]

tree.

So Samnel started off and Charley
with him, and then 1 made Flory and
Janey go up atairs. “You two have just
g0t to go up stairs and stay there while
1 fix & surprise,” 8ald 1, Surprises were
a favorite amusement with us chilldren.
IMlory nnd Janey laughed and ran off
up stairs In a minute,

1 set some molaases on to boll. Then
I got the money out of the secret draw-
er and made aYx little parcels of it, roll-
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came to the oot of the stairs and call.
ed me.

1 went to my door. My heart was
 beating so liard {t seemed to choke me,

“What do you waunt?' I made out to

say as softly as 1 could, so as not to
, wake the chilldren,

“Come down here a wminute,” sald
S8amuel, and I went down to the sit.
ting room. “1 want to ask you a ques-
tlon,” sald Samuel. e trled to smile,
" but he was very pale and looked as if
. he was as frightened as 1 was. I trem.

bled 8o I could scarcely stand. I was

80 arrald he would nsk me right out.
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1 PEEKED IN, AND THERE WAS SAMUEL RUMMAGING IN TH
CHEST.

would be thine enoughb for me to bide it
tomorrow, and father and mother ere
comi{ng home next day.

I did not slcep any that night. 1 took
off my dress and lay down. Before:
daybreak 1 had my plans all made. 1 |
tried to treat Samuel just as usual
when [ saw him in the morning, and 1
guess 1 did. After breakfast § carricd
a pltcher ot water nto the parior as
it 1 were golug to water the plants.
Then 1 lighted a match and touched 1t
to one of the'cand!es on the Christmas
tree to make it appear as if | bhad only
wanted to see how 12 would look, and
then 1 touched it to tl.e tree, ard it
blaged up. 1 waited until 1 dared wait
no longzr, aad then ! dashed on the
water and screamed fire at the top of
my lungs. ‘They all came running in,
Samuel first. He rushed for more wa.

if he did oot tind it that mgut tlu-rel

ter, and the fire was out {n & minute,
but the tree was badly singed, and the

ea a#y aRuuy as 1 couig aua \\‘l':ll)[)t‘(l
in letter paper. Then as soou ar the

molasscs was boiled | made popcorn

balls. Luckily 1 had cnough corn pop-
med. When 1 called the girls down
stairs, 1 had two ptates of corn bhalls
The balls in ope were of extra size,
with strings attached all ready to hang
on the tree, and in six of them were
hidden the little rolls of money. The
balls in the othier plate were smaller,
and those wetre to be caten at once,

Wlen Samuel and Charley came
homie, I gave them some of the little
corn balls, and wlhen Samue) bad set
up the tree I bung on the others. Then
1 thought the woney was safe, but 1
wondered ali the time what 1 should
do If SamuM should come to me and
ask me right out where the money was,
tor 1 did not want to tell & lle.

That night we all went 1p stalrs as
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<\ gere 8 the woliey ¢ but ke did not.
“l only want to ask if your father
left some money in the house when he
went away,” sald he, looking away
from me as If he were ashamed.
“Yes, he d10.” <ald I. 1 bhad to or tell
a lie.
“Well)” said Samuel in & queer, shak-
- ing volce, “I would like to borrow that
uieuey for a littie while. T need some
, money right away. and as loog as
your fathier ajn't using 1t"—
*“1 would rather you waited and ask-
ed father,” 1 said. I don’t think fa-
ther would like it If I lent his money.”

*1 will make 11 right with yrour fa-
~ther,” sald S8amuel. *“Dld your father
tell sou where the money was?”

“Yes. hie did,” 1 answered. 1 had to
.or tel) a He. 1 trembled for the vext
, questlon.

“Where did he telt you it was?” ask-
i+ ¢d Samuel.

y  “Iu the chest In the dark bedroom."
. sald 1. That was the truth, and it did
i 0o harm.

' “Whereabouts in the chest?”

“In the secret drawer.”

“Oh! So there's a secret drawer. Did
your father tell you how to open 1t?”

. 1 sald he did.

“Well, ycu just come {n here tsund

show me how to open it.” sald Samuel.
.1 went with Samucl Ioto tne dark

bedroom and showed him lhiow to open
i the dravwer. T could see nothing clse to
' do. 1 stuod bizck while he opened it. 1
, wondered If 1t would be wroug for me

usunl, but 1 did oot go to sleep. It was, to cry out as if 1 were astonisticd when

not very late when I heard Samucl
moving about below, and vresently he

, be discovered that the wmoney was
E gone. Then all of & sudden I heard a



