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THE TRADE,

Reronts from tho English markets continuo
to bo of a very leaden hue, and the silver lining
is not percoptibly Jarger than it has been for
sometime  Commenting on the Loudon iar-
ket, o writer conversant with the business des.
cants on the “utter stagnation of trade.” That
phrase looks strong and may bo hyperbolic to a
certain extent  Yet tho evidences of sluggish-
poss aro plain.  Thero certainly appears to bo
no sufficient grounds for hope, nccording to
reports viowed, for an immediate revival of the
trade in Kugland.

When we turn to thisside of the Atluntic
things look somewhat brighter  Generally,
business pro-pects are brighteaing up, and the
gene al press uses the better prospeets for a
themo for its artic’es. A general revival of
profitable business sctivity would be shared by
the Iumber trade and tho signs of that rovival
will be welcome., Across the border the con-
dition of business is much the same as in
Canada  Nodoubt the labor troubles injured,
what promised, at the outset, to be u profitable
veauon, but a better feeling seems to exist, Ax
yet, howover, thero is a disposition to wait tu
see which way the feline will leap before guing
toany lengths. That able Chicagu trado paper,
the Northiwestern Lumberman, is hopefnl, and
in its isuo of August Tth gives its views as
follows: -

“From one standpoint tho prospect that
higher prices may svon be obtaned for lumber
was never brighter,  Throughout the country
the stocks in retail yards ary very light. A few
yests ago the retail dealer made it a point to
stock up atstated intenals very much as
dealers in merchandise think that at certain
seasons they must lay iu a stock of goods,
The rotail lumber dealor, however, has changed
his method of buying. He purchases from
haud to mouth,  Xur thoe averago retailor a car
load of lumber is & guud purchase. e has
learnd to take adiautsgo of raitway facihities,
If within vaay reach of a distributing puint an
urdor waten to-day will start a car luad of Jum-

ber on tho way to-morrow, For this reazou the
amount of lumber carried in tho retail yards 1s
comparatively small, and it is doubtful of the
retail dealer will ovor agamn fall back on the
custom of buving heavy bills.

“ If tho wholesale markets are investigated
it will be found that there 1 no surplus stock
in that direction, Of course there is lumber
and Iumber, but it is stated by buvers that it is
by no means an casy task to find good dry stock
in desirablo qnantities,  If the hunt were for
coarse stock it would be different,but a mjonty
of tho dealers in tho markets went of Chicago
have their eyes on eastern trade --atrde that
demnands well-manufactured ~tock from a good
quality of timber.  Several Chicago dealers are
also reaching east with their long auns. The
wonder is, not that overy man who can ecll
lumber in the castorn states does so, but that
the consumption of good lumber in thoseo states
1880 large.  Tho demand for good lumber to go
eaat is leaving a residuo in many a yard that 1s
neither desirable or readily #alable.

**An if to help the lumber dealer out the
the clouds withhold their rain, Should the
drouth continuefor the next three weeks a largo
number of mlls will shut down for want of
logs 1t muat be remembered that never in the
history of the lunber business in the northwest

00 [ woro the logging strcams driver: 84 clean as

they were last year  Not only did all the logs
come down butit was often the casc that the
il booms were cleaned out beforo the sawing
seasun ended.  As a result mills were obhiged
to do hittle or no sawing until nuw lugs came to
hand. Wero lieavy rains to set in now thero
aro plenty of logs on the head waters which
would not reach the saw the present season,
even though it wore miraculously prelonged.
The mest lively amagination eannot figure out
how there can be any but an ordinary-sized
stock of humber on hand when the mills shut
down for the season. There will probably be
no scarcity of lumber, but any timo froin now
until new lumber is plentifully piled on the
docks next scason there can bo no surplus to
warrant dcalers climbing over one another's
heads 1n ordor to sce who can sell cheapest.

“ Owing to the conditions briefly stated above,

certain grades of lumber in certain markets
have slightly advanced.  Whother the move-
ment will extend generally is past prophesying.
By special pleading tho conclusion might usual
Iy bo roached that the genoral law of trade has
no control over the lumber trade Thero are
dealers 1 Toronto who <oll lumber though the
heaveus fall ; thero are Mississipps river dealors
who will meet Chicago men, and there are rail-
mill men whose highest ambition on earth is
apparontly to understell everybody. With
theeo conbinations in the ficld the futuro of the
lumber tiade is difficult to anticipate. The
menufacturers always stand ready for bigher
prices, it is g&aid, but bLelieve the east shore
dealers will be fairly satistied if the $9 basix for
dimensiun is sustamrd un the Chicago market ;
and without snach doubt it will be. The purely
jobber wants higher prices, and ho wants then,
badly. He may mect competition and cut
tho insides out of lus own p cket buok, still, all
the same, he longs for prices that will afford
him mure profit than Le s sahing now.  And
be knowe that i urder to get that profit prices
must go .  Ho has abandoned the hope even
of jumping on to the nechs of thy manufactur-
ers withany effect  He has learned within the
last ¢wo years that typical lumnber manufacturer
has becomo like the adamantiue rock so far as
his idea of prices goes,
‘¢ As tho dingnosis has shown. there are con-
flictiog elements. The manufacturer is domg
but little complaining just now. The jobber
would whoop up prices 1n prices 1 u York
mimute were it i his power. Tho retailer
wants no higher prices at distributing points,
claiming that from his custumers he would be
unablo to obtain a corresponding advauce,
Tho way the cat will jump will bo seen later
on.!l

THE REAL AGAINST THE FALSE.
The manufacturers and shippers of chierry have
for a tune cumplained that the demand
throvghuut the cast for their product was
decreasing, and priGes were not as firm as

furmerly, It 1salsv cunceded that tho demand

for cherey has increased throughout the west,
whilo buyers in this scction are said to bo will-
ing to pay asking prices at the mills for good
stocks. An it.pary into the ajtuation in the
aast revealn A lew features winch aqo prescnted
for considerativ:, 1t 1s o tr.at of human nature
Lo urtate 1n order to gain a desired effect at a
reduced yoce. A few years ago 1t was the
custom to use cherry in the natural color or
strained just enough to give the woad an oven
color, ahightly darker than « e orginal weod,
Thns provess of filliug and fi... g did not rob
the woud of 1t natural bea.tv, and a glanen
revealed, ovon to a casual abserver the true
natury of a most beautiful spncies of tinber,
It was about this time that mhogany began to
amsume an itoportant placo n the esxtination
ol manufacturers, capecially 1 the furmiture
line. and as that wood was expensive theto was
an nnmediate and decisive di<position to imitate
it. It was found that cherry, Ly being deeply
stained, could be made to v closely resemble
mahogany a3 to requiro an expert to tell the
difference. The process is kiowa as mahogniz-
ing, and it has been adapted 0 a gencral way
for tho finisking of hvuse dec rutivns and evon
for storo work.

Tho neat step was to imitute cherry, and for
thts purpose popular is used mostly when in
tended for houso finish, and rv d biech furniture,
The habit of staining real el rv o a bl red,
or in other words totally obliterating the nat-
ural shade of tho wood, has pased the way to
palining off other woods, deeply stained, upon
many unsuspecting purchasers. 1t hasalso re-
aulted in a marked diminution in the demand
for chierry ; and while tho manufacturer may
Le ab'e to increass his profits by a bare proten-
sion, the handlers of the genuine articlo are
forced to complete with a cheap advorsary,

This condition of affairs is the direct result of
a demand for & grade of cherry superior to the
work of nature—a quality of lumber absolutely
free from defects in the nature of gum streaks,
the very presence of whizh bears witness to the
genuineness of the article. To offset these al-
leged defocts the finisher has atained cherry to
a shado 8o dark that other and cheapor woods
could bo used to equal advantage, and there are
many users of houschold furniture who take
great pride in what they suppose to be cherry
scts, who arein reality idolizing a concoction of
birch lumber aud cherry stain, for which they
paid a price nearly,if not fully,sufficient tohave
purchased a much handsomer article of cherry.

Cherry in its natural color. when dressed, is
a pale pink, and if fimshed without stain, or
with just sufficient to give tho entire surface
au cven shade, can never be successfully imi.
tated by any of the cheap woods, and it need
never be feared but that it will stand on its
own merits,—Northwestern Lamberman,

THE OUTCOME ON AN INVENTION.
BReaders of the Lumberman may remember
that a fow yrars therein its colums a mechine
fur cotspress ng sawdust, and from occasional
inquiries it is evident that the invention is still
of intereat to L.eaple who are of the opinion that
sawdust ought to be utilized.

The inventor of the machine was Mr, W, H,
Suuth, a gentleman of both general and special
ability, and who 'uring the war, was & govern-
ment ongineer of high repute TFor years fol-
lowing the closo of the war he studied on the
machine of which wo write. Level headed
urdinarily, yet an inventor’s enthusiasmn took
pussession of him, and he could see millions in
the child of his brain. There was no doubt, in
his wind, but the invention would revolotion.
izo trade. Ife would make sawdust into blocks
of fuel, into pulleys, into fence posts, and even
iuto railway ties. Sawdust fuel would becomse
an article of commerce. Samples of it were
burned in the Lumberman offico with the beat
of results, and the engincers in tho city who
were furnished with a few hund. «d pounds to
test against tho same weight of coal reccom-
mended the new fuel in high terme,  The use
of the machine would not stop on sawdust,how-
ever. Oas, aalt bran, hay, cotton—in fact any
commodity that in 1ts natural stato was to bul.
ky tor profitable transportation—could bo com.
compressed. Speaial emphams was 1a1d on bran.,
A carlvad or so was put through the machine

and whilo the success of thn process was proved,

word came back that the Lran was worthloss ;

that the miller had taken too much of the {food

element out of it, and had left nothing but a
dry shell that could vnly stimulate the animale

which ate it by scratching their insides. This

advico spoke well for the Minneapolis miller

froin whose mill the bran was taken, but it was
a crusher on the would bo bran exportor.

Mr. Smith made prepatations to build a ma.

chino at a foundry on the west sido of the city,
and for months worked hard During this

period he associated with him Mr JSames L.

Houghtalling, a gentleinan who had both money
and leisure and who at that time was troasurer
of the Mackinaw Lumber Company. Tho ma.
chino on trial oxhibitions v orked fairly satis.
factorily, but less of a mechanic than its inven.

tor was could seo that its construction was faul.
ty. Tremendous power was required, and
parts of the machinery weroc too delicato to
withstand constant use. But improvements
wero mado until it was thought that the mach.
ino conld be put on the market, and one was
built fo.r the big saw-mill concern,the Rathburn
Company, Desoronto, Ont. This company ran
a ino of steamers, and it was its intension to
use aawdust fuel in the steamor furnaces. Whe-
ther there was any temporary success in the
scheme we have mnovor loarned. At present
however, the compressor stands idle, for the
easnn. it is safe to say,that it iz unable to stand
the heavy work required of it

Two compressors were huilt. One, as stated
above. is idle in Canada ; the original machine
is sianding under a shed on the west side ; My,
Smith, the inventor, is dead ; and Mr. Hough.
taling is now engaged in a busineas that gives
hin no time to fool with rawdust compressors.
The machine, practically, has been 3 dead fail.
ure, It wasconceived in a bright briin, but it
consumed the years, and we know not but the
lifo of the inventor., To say the least, he died a
dissappointed man, He saw tho work of years
of mature manhood come to nought, The saw-
dust compressor was not only an ambition des.
troyer but a monoy eater. Mr. Houghtalling
sank 815,000 in tke enterprise, and how much it
pulled from the pockets of others we have no
moans of knowing.

Notwithstanding the dismal record presented
above the LUMBRRXAN is of the opinion that
there would be big money in the invention wers
it perfected. The troubleis with the machine,
and not with the process. The principle is all
right ; and the next man who attempts to carry
it out we trust will have a less thorney road than
those who have goune before him.—21/urthwest-
ern Lumberman.

FOREST FIRES IN MICHIGAN.

Bar Ciry, Mich, Aug. 11.—Despatches to
this city announce that terrible forest firer are
raging along the entire line of the Michigan
central railroad, from Mackinae city to Pincon.
ing, in Montmorency and Otsego counties,
standing timber has bcen destroyed and the fires
are provailing continually. Villages are threat-
ened unless rain comes sooa,  The conductors
report the scene at night both fearful and inter-
esting,

IsnpEMING, Mich., Aug. 11,—The forest fires
havedone great damage {in various parts of the
upper peninsula. At Barraga, Choicolay and
other points along the Chicago and Northwest.
ern railway, thoro have] been terrible fires
Nearly a million feot of standing pine have
been destroyed,  Unless rain comes soon there
will bo no more greater devastation,

Two large fly wheels in the Port Arthur
Lumbering Company’s mill, at Port Arthur,
Ont., recently burst and flew in all directions.
Tle wheels aro six feet in diameter, and revol-
ving about 90 times to the minute. Though
several men were working a few feet away no
one was_iujured.

Ricrarp Cox, an Englishman, who works on
the steambarge “WValker Lilly, was loading tios
at the Rockland mills, Ottawa, whon a pilo of
Jumber, beneath which he was standing, gave
way, and tho whole weight of the lumber fell
upon him, killug him instantly, Cox had rnly

and shipped to tho English market as a test,

been in the country a short tume,




