HAPPY DAYS.
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e
4] gy, GHRISTMAS PRETENDER. 1
.:1 :“ 3 LY MRS OENRAE ARCHIRALD
of U wfEn Christmas timo is almost here
" & T4 nd folks bogin to wink,
saq 4 hush their talk if I come near,
"W & “Then I begin to think
 bul} b rite to Santa Claus, about
138 } " The things I want, to fill
th.? H Hgswckings,—he won'd get the note,
"ra] jBut 1 pretond he wil:
I #hp it in the envelopo,
hat o And put ib with the mail,
aty ahd beg mamma to send it
¢ By the postman—without fail.
Asnd thank her when I find it gone,
iFor doing what I bid,
1 know sho never sent it off,
1 Elt I pretend she did |
R
n ¢ § take my stockings, Christmas eve,
q {And by the chimney-side,
self | § hang them while I wish that they
'me,} |Were twice as long and wide,

d wonder aow ihe chimney
Lets him down, that jolly man:
course I truly know it can't,
Buat I pretend it can!

ther

d when, on Christmas morning,
5,8, {All the things I wanted so,
'y p2 Aye sticking from my stocking tops
“X- }jOr standing in & row,

Ak T hug and kiss my mother,
eiet] {And my father too, because
t forl ¥ know it's mostly them, though I

theur Pretend it's Santa Claus.

4 he:’
e | THE CHRISTMAS GIFT.

%‘tk HAaTivib? It isa person! “A per-
P " Yes, a real live person, as much so
§ p4ps, or mamms, or yourself. “A funny
istmas gift,” you say. Bub mind it
‘# “a” Christnas gift If ib were, it
b be a mere thing—a doll, or sled, or

rom or box of candies, which would soon
zinghy fne. It is “the ” Christmas gift, that
ot is the gift that makes Christmas,

ithout which there would never have
gloneen’any Christmas, and with which every
ky ush be a Christmas.
rorgt *©hristmas” is Christ-mas, that is, the
zed or festival of Christ. And Christ isa
Jermn.  “God so loved the world (and boys
"do peégirls are & big part of the would) that
opres gave his only begotten Son.” Isn't a
Xy’ operson? It's true then, isn'd it?
f tiiodyso loves each one of you, no matter
selfish and naughty, that he has given
's ~not his love, but the Lover; not his
paplo:.;]etbers (the Bible), but the writer; nob
is garmonts (cutward gifts, lands, houses,
yug backs, playthings, etc), but himsolf,
ursier Qiver.
thor: - ®hat iz to be done with it ? Well, dear
ae omey what are you doing with the Christ-
funkt; 0ift 7  Aro you accepting him or
of mmg bim? Mind, he has been given
 ofbo you.  God “gave,” not will give if you
, a2k bim, It would bo a facny Christmas
eyl wouldn's it, for which you hed to beg
and plead before you could have ib?7 Rea'
{ {

i

Chtitwos gnifts dond como that way, do
they ? It would epoil half tho dolight,
wounidn b i, 1f you ovon know what mfts
wero to till your stocking, much more if
you had to beg for such beforchand?
So with the Ohristmas gitt. It has been
given to you without your asking—so that
you're forced either t¢ tako him or to ro-
ject him.  You don't mean to refuso any
other gift that may Le given you this
Christmas, do you? But are you going to
take thom and yebt roject tho Ohristmas
gift? Now just lot mo whisper a socret
in your ear. You have no right to tako
any other of God's gifte (and tbat means
oll things) without taking this gift Why
not? Because all thoso things havo been

iven to you in Jesus Christ—the Gift.

hey belong to you in him, and not spart
from him, and for you to take them out of
him, or without him, is to take what does
not belong to you, and to take what docs
nob belong to youis to ——!

Why don’ you take the Christmas gift ?
Maybe you think you've got t earn it bo
fore you claim it. But that isn’t the way
you get any other gift is it? Wanldn't
your Sunday school superintendent laugh
if, when he was distributing Christuas
gifts next week, you should hesitato to
take your share because you hadn't earned
it? “Earnit,"” he would exclaim, “why it
wou'dn't be a gift if you had earned it’
So just teke this and enjoy it” And then
if the superintendent himself had really
taken the gift, he would probably tell you
that you couldn't really take what he
offered youn without doing as ho had done.
To really take a_gift, that is, to got out
of it all that God puts into it, you must
see baok of ib, and in it, the Gift. John
4. 10,

Or, maybe, you think it is too big, too
wonderful a gift to be given to you. And
your thought would be just right if it
waen't for that little word, “toco.” The
Christmas gift is a wonderful gift to be
given anybody, old or young. But not too
wonderful to be given, because the Giver is
8o wonderfal, and because he wants us all
to know something of his wonderfulness.
His very nnme as a child Saviour is “ Won-
derful.” God says, “ Thou shalt call his
name Wonderful.” But before he says that
he makes the prophet say something else,
“ Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is

iven!” Only those who wake the Gift
ow bow really wonderful he is.

God says this wonderful gift is for you,
dear one, and he means it. Will you take
it?

WHAT UNCLE TENNIS BROUGHT.

UscLE TENNIs travels a great deal and
visits many strange places, When Lo
comes home on visits he always brings
something interesting with hiww. When
he came home at Thanksgiving he brought
o big bird, an Australiun crane.

The bird walked into the hall, gazed ab
the gas, and thea went apstairs, luokin
for a roosting-place. Nut sseming to fin
any nlace in the huuse t suib its taste, .t
f 7 went lo roost in tho carrisge-house,

l and afterward retirod thore every evening

goon af.er dark. In the daylime it pro-
forred that part of the yard whero the sun
was shining.

BOYS AND MEN.

You aro boys now, but you will soon be
men. Then you wll have your own way
to mako in tho world. Do you mean to bo
idlo and fretful, and deceivo pooplo, and
give thom o bad opinion of yout? Or do
you intend to go to work, and act bravely
and nobly, and do your duty, and leave a
name behind you when you dio which the
werld will love and rospect . Tako care—
pow is tho timo! Did you ever notice a
largo treo that grow crooked, and was an
ugly eyo-sore o that account: Porhapa it
stood on tho lawn right in front of the
porch, and your fathor would have liked
very much to have straightened it. It was
impossiblo {0 do so. A hundred borses
could nut have dragged it erech  And yob
think of the timo when the large tree was
asmallsaphng. A childcightbave straight-
ened 16 then, and ib would have grown
proporly,and everyonewould have admired
it. By this we mcan that boys should
grow straighs, nob crooked. ¥ou are young
now, as tho tree wag onco; begin in time,
and you will be es straigh as an arrow,
when you are a man. If you wait, it will
ba too late. The way to make mon erect
and noblo is to take them whon they are
boys, and show them that there is nuthing
in this world o noble as doing their duty.
Once more, wWe say, remember that, though
you are boys now, you will bo mer soon.

You may do good or evil. If you are
false and worthless, you and everybody else
will have u hard time of it. You may be
soldiers, judges, statesmen, and president
What you eay or do may decide the fate of
millions of other people. Theso will look
to you ; and, more than all, God will watch
you and hold you to & strict account. If
you are brave and truc and unsolfish,heaven
will bless you, and every ono who knows
you will love and respect yon. If you
are mean and cowanrdly, and think of
nothing but your own pleasure, God and
man will be displeased with you. Which
will you be? The best of all things is to
be pure and do your duty

SIN BURTS.

Oxt day Charley wns very naughty.
He would not obey his mamma, and spoke
very rudely to her,

By-and-bye he felt sorry. He asked
mamma to forgive him. But even after
she forgave him and kissed hum ke could
nov fees nght. Ho went away to his room
alono and cried bitter tears. Do you not
soe that sin harts, even when 1t has been
forgiven!

ill you learn this pretty verse ?

¢ Jesue, .f thy child skunld atray,
Heedloss from thy side away,
Let mo hear thee kindly say,
‘Follow mol'"



