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SLOWV POISON.
PRÈPARATio.Ns hanving <he power of wevakenng

the vital powers, and tiually cutting short <1we lire et'
human boiîîgs, were at one tittîs îised tu ait incredi-
ble extent for the purpose of private uturder ; nînd aie
where wilh grenter sitili thon ini l<nly-n country
where assassination lias alvays, iut modern tintes,
been deemed it light crimue. Trhe atrocities comiîted
in Italy and France during the scventeentb cenîtry,
by the.-e dinholical preparations, have been noticed
by Professer Iieckmann,-in bis Ilîstory of'lInventionîs
and Discôveries, in a narrative ftted te luterest t11e
reader of the Moutreai Saturday Evening Magazine.

«Il was remnrked nt Rome (says he), abolit tho
year 1659, that rnany yottng married ladies suddenly
became widows, and many husbands ivho were
known to, have become disagreeable te their wive.s
unexpectedly -died. Suspicion feil on n society of'
females under the direction of an old ivonian, îvbo
pretended to foreteil future evetîts, and who had ia
fact correcthy predicted the death of many persons,
te those who were interested ia the t&eiut. A spy
,was etnployed, who introduced herseif te <bis sorce-
resu "~ a person of distinction, sufi'ring tder the
tyranny of an irnperioîts husband, of wlîomn suie
wished to be rid ; and by means of <bis stratagen bier
secret was detected. The whole society mvere thon
arrested, and put teo tho -torture ; and tho bug herseif,
'whose nine was ilieronyma Spara, along îvitb se-
verniohea ,ruId executed., It appearod that
many of the Roman nobility iere implicated in <bis
affair ; andr notwitbttnding the severity with îvbîch
it was visitîtdtraces of the same suspicîcuis practices
were rcinarked forr n long titte -afterwardq. Spara
wus a Sicîlian, and wns §aid te have te have acquired
ber knowhedge ftrm the celebrated Tofania ; but the
difference of <heir tige, rendors-it more probable faut
ihbe was instructress of tlie bitter.

Tofanin, if 'not the inventress of the far-famoed
drops whioh from: her oblnined tue naine of' aqua
lofina, nt Ieast carried the dinbolieni -art of preparing
thora te ite grentest perfection. She fi.rst resided
rit Palerme, but allerwards ai Ntiples, wltero she
wals moie :particularly' known,and wbence the dt cps
bfeàls ben conmenly calfed aqueffi -di JVapioli.
TIîere waÉ, nt Bai, in the kitmgdom -of Naples,. a- ii-

cî16usù cil said todistil froni the -torah of Saint
Nic*olas; and the credulity of- the people inducing,
t1iem' toemplpy it a's ài remedy for certzin disorders,
it' »%s.Éôhd in smali glass phiats bearing the image
nÈf ho saàiint;and an inscription purporting <bat they
icniàined 'rianma of St. .Nichzoias of Bari.' The
'apparent sanctity of these securingr thora from sus-
picion *. Tofania employed themn for tho distribution
of her dcops ; but it secis ihat, like ber friead Spara,
she reserved thein for the service of those %if bier
owa sex te whomn the yoke of matrimony had be-
ledffe irksome ; and if the history of <hose tintes hme
not incorrect, the tdioet of' few married ladies cf
distinction nut Naples, and. other parts of[Italy, was
%vithout a phiai of the precieus manne. This poison
mesa limpid and <asteless as pure ivater, so that it

ivns impossible te guard ligainst its ttacks ; a few
dlrops, adîiisoc t dîthoîtvii pc'rio-1, %vve sufli-
rentt Io <estroy, a itlit lb slow ant(Ji înercejttible
dogrees andit1 was soppo..wd, tat 11-roîîuh its
eflitets niot 1iver i<un six liîiirl-d per~oi cri'hed.

Toranin hived to a grent age ; butt susptî'îounîv
tli< flîlleui on lier, site toük itefuge.( in . illoilas-

tory, fron which she wvas drnîgged by the officers of'
uistice, notwiîhistatîding au otaîery ra'-sed iîy the
clergy nt the violatioun of ecclesiastical îrivik'gre.
Beiliîg put te Ille rack, she eonféýsscd( lier crimes, aild
aickiiioledgoed <bat theo clny befhre slie ainscoîîdod,
site liai f»oriarded tive b)oxes-- of' sitanna to htoie,
wbere it ivas nietualiy found ini the ciistoîîîbousc ;
but! it miovor apponîred wvlo lid orderecl it. Sho ias,
,,tlcrwnards, it is said, jîrivately strnînglodl ; -but in
the accoutîts ni'lher fate <here is cons'iderable discre-
paticy ;for Labat says tbat slie wiis arrestcd in
1709 Keysler, another travelter, affirlrs, on Ille
contrars', that sho %vas stili living ut Naples in 1730,
and re.sided iu a convent, it whichi she iras Iproteecd
as in a sace.d eanctttiry, and îîherù rnunv strangers
uised tu visit lier frot motives of' cîtriosity ; and
Garolli, îiîoi was physicien te Chaîrles the. Sixîh,
Kim,- of the rfîîo Sicilis, and whiose atioritî oit
iblis point is inost to bc relied on, wvrote to. a frictîd,
abouît 1719, itat slie was istillinl prison iit Nzile:s,

'11iil i nraitis art, howeror, 1)0 whlere ever exci*eil
9-renter inte~re.t 1lin u.t Paris. Ab>out the yeur 1670,
Mlargnrre d'Aubjlray, witiîet oe Marquis def, Brinvil-
liers, a ioleman cf Jnrge fortuune, atttclted liorseif Io
a yoilsg oflicer of a distinguishied hut. needy fatitily,
*namled Godin de Ste. Croix. Afior a short pecriod,
.,ho luîst lier husband, whose properiy Aiv htîd) pnart)y
dissip-tîcd a nd stili openly coîttitîiutgi) lier intiiiîay
îvith Deo ste. Croix, l]ir flither procîtred n Meire de
cachet, bath it»i iri-es*4d, aînd ilirownî inîlo ille !t
tule. He <bore gel nîcqluni:nîed ili urt Italian, ilho1
instructed hini tri ile mrnezr of' ptepntg poisonts.
Aller a year's imp)risoumtIl. lie irns rl a dd
iantneditely fleiv te Illte tIrhumes 1 bn ho
corn:rîunicated the balieffîl -art, 11h11 se înerlool
te prardîse for <lie improve,:tieit of' iheir circtlnnnsîat,-
ces. -she thoen assu *a ed <lie gar> of a* 41110 of <he
Order of Les Soeurs de la (Sharilé, distribtnud foîod
to, Iit poor, adnîinistered te the siclk ini Zle JlVi!d-
Dit-et, müth<iis triti the ofi-ct cif lier 1 îoisî'es, ud.
tecied, on these holpless îî'roîches. «jc*tlîe
servant to poison her 0wn fautier antd bier loh
and cnde-avoured to poison lier sister. ie tire
fortmer perishod ; but a suspicion liîavitîgr aitiscu of
the cautse of their dcath, the sister wns oit her guutrd,
and thus escapod. She lien, lîowevur, avoided de-
tection. and tho guil<y pair continucd thîcir vilhinnious
pratices ln sectirity, itatil they were ut lenîgth proî'î-
dentially brouiglît t0 light in the followingr manhtler

De Ste. Croix, %vhile proparing poison, ulwavs
wore a glass mask ; but titis once happening te drop
off by accident, oe ivas, as it is said suffocated by
the vapeur, and was found dead on the floor of bis
laboratory. As hie was %ritîtout apparent heirs, go-
vernment caused un inventory to, bc taken of hi:


