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away, and the days of infirmity come ?—
Upon an average—and it may be consider-
ed a very high average-—30 or 40 years sco
all his vigour spent, and all his strength
.gone ; should 50 years find him standing
in the pulpit and ministexing to his people,
it may bo reckoned the extreme goal at
which he can reach. And are not some of
us approaching such periods T Have not
some of us gone before the 30; sonic hey
oud the 40; and some, it may be, coming
near to the 50?2 Arethere not signs hung
out to us, that the end is coming? hhhat
mean these gray hairs, whitening the head
as if with almond blossomis 7 What mean
these wrinkles curling upon the forcheast
and shrivelling the countenance? What
wmeans that dimness of eye, predicting that
«they who look eout at the windows, are
gbout to be darkened?” Do they nos all
tell thas the end s coming? Do they not
all call upon us to work more cacnestly
than ever? Do they not all urge upon ns
seriously, solemnly to ask the question :—
¢ Watchman, wbat of the night? watch-
man what of the night?” DBut warnings
are given as well as signs. Look around
you and see ; ave not some of the best and
dearest of eur friends ever and anon Ueing
carried away in mournful procession to the
grave? Does not the green grass wave
over many & heart, which at our last meet-
ing, beas strong and warm? Do we not
sce blanks everywhere around us, in every
rank and profession, where we were wont
to mect with smiling faces and cordial wel-
comes?  Youall know this, you aH feel it.
Aand pardon me, fathers and hrethyen, if I
give a passiug tribute of 1ewmembraunce, to
s loved brother and a nadne spirit who has
left us sinee Iast we met in synod. True,
for some years bach, he did not sit in coun-
cil, with us, nor enter into our delibera-
tions. He had other work to perform, and
he performed it well—a work for which
not.gnly our church, but all the evangeli-
cal churches of the land, will fecl deeply
mdebted to him, and will sweetly embalm
his memory. But tho’ he sat not in coun-
cil with us, nothing would have offended
bis generous, roanly spirit more, than to
bave aaid, e has not of us; for he was al-
ways with us. Going out and in among
us, his beaming countenanee was as fami-
liar to every one of us, &s a son’s counten-
arce to his father, or asa brother’s to a
brather. Dear departed one, thou hast run
thy course, thou hast toiled thy day, thou
hast left thy mark on our land, thon hast
written thy name in letters of love on many
2 young heart. Shall I say :—“Fare the
well, brother, a long and fosever fare thee
well?” ShallIsaythis? Ne! T caunot,
I dare not ; for “X know that he shallrise
again in the resurrection at the last day;”
axd then—happy, thrice happy thought—

*¢we shall bo forover with tho Lord.” In
he mcantime, does not all this lead to ask
in reference to ourselves i—* Watchman
what of the night ? watchman what of the
night? Enquire, enquive 77

Nono of us can be bLlind to these signs, or
deaf to these wamnings. The end must
come, and we must meet it.  This is the des-
tiny of all. I, as an individual, claim no
exemption fyom this destiny ; I know itis
coming ; I behold it in these sians, and 2
hear itin these warning. Nearer and near-
er does it approach; clearer and cleaver are
the sounds ot its footfalls heard cchoing.—
But if this were the lastappearance, in such
a position as I now occupy, which I were to
make before you—and there is every hu-
man prodbability that it is ;—if this were the
last sermon I were to preach ;—and God
onrly knows but it may beso ;—yca, if “the
hour of my departure” had come, and X had
‘but one breath to spead,—that appecraice
would be mado, that sormon prea«..~i, ihas
Breath spent in “earnestly contending for
the faith—in contending, 2ud valling upon
others to contend for Clui~t as & completo
Saviour, and the crass ol Claist as the only
way to salvation.” With & personalinter-
est in Jesus masclf—and being found at my
post, engeyed in this work, this blessed
work, I wouid have nothing to fear for time
or vternity.  Roll on, then, roll on, yedays
wnd months and years, and bring me old
" uge, if ye may; shine out, shine out, ye,
i sizns of coming failure, shine out, cleaver
and neaser and brighter, if ye will; peal on
ve warning voices, peal on, louder and loud-
er and deeper, ye will not—ye cannot move
me; for “I know that my Redecmer liv-
eth;” *“ God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble: Therefore,
will not we fear, though the earth he re-
moved, and thongh the mountains be car-
riec into the midst of the sca; though the
waters thereof roar and be tronbled, though
the monntains shake with the swelling there-
of.” Amen.
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Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund.

The following vepori en this sebjeet was
submitted at the last meeting of Synost :

The Committee appointed teo devise &
plan for the institution and maintendnce of a
sand for aged and infirm ministers, lieg leave
to report that they have examiaed the sub-
Jjecs with as much care as the time at their
disposal admitied. They have considered
the various plans by which such a fund
might be established and maintained ; and
would respectfully preseut their conclusions
as follows :

Three plans have been beforo the Com-
mittee. The first is the establishment of a




