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the wood of the species of i>icea fromn that of any other
conifers.

This wood is more sutbjet to crackiný, thian that of the white pine,
and is hiable to shriik whien not perfeetly dried. It is, however,
xnuch eiuiployed for fiooring, on accouint of' its greater hardness.
and is largcly exported froin Quebea iii the foiuf plns Iti
aisoecsteemed for its ligIhtne!ss and elasticity, for which quality it
is eniployed for the ship-yards. Ail the bouses whieh, iii the
country parts of Canada are muade of hcewn legs, and are known
as lo-houses, ire conistructed of white spruce, which is also
cuiployed for the fraine-work of steeples, of bridges, etc. The
bark of the tree furnishies curved tinithers, or knees, as Ùhey are
called, whichi are used for ship-building, althougli inferior to those
furiied '5y the tainarack (Larix Âuciaa. The aborigines
iuake use of the tougli rootlets, previously iiiacerated in water, to
scw the seanis of their bark canoes.

Thc pyramiidal formn of this tree, thc regularity and numnber of
its branch;Ies, and its abundant, foliag.e, mnake thc white spruce one
of thc lest of ornainental evergreen trees. It unoreover adapts
itself to ahniost any soil, net too solid and compact, so that it is one
of thc Caniadian trees best fitted for plantations. The readiness
wvith whichi the white spruce throws out auxilliary buds renders
it fit for pruning, and enables us te mnake of it excellent hedges,
which inay .dvantageously replace these of hawthorn.

This sketch of thc white spruce would be incomiplete if we did
net mention a parasitic inseet, which frequexuts it, and causes
thc smiall galîs which. are oftcn seenl upon this trce. They nay be
observed iii the sprin-tinie at thc ends of the young branches,
where thcy are dark rcd i coler, and resenible in miniature thc
fruit cones. We met theni for the first timie at the end of May,
1863, on thc island of Orleans, and again some time later near
thc Château Bigot, iii the rear of Quebce. Baron Osteii-Sackeii,
after having exainined thc spccimens which we sent him, inforuns us
that these gails are produced by a species of 4pliis, hitherto
unknown to science.

PIGEA NIGRA.

The Z'icea -7Ligra is even more widely spread. in the nerth of
America, than the preceding species, for it is found. farther
to the northbward, and beyond the Saguenay, in eIevated localities,
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