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in the tropies was of a mucli brigbter red than in colder latitudes,
and his reasoning on thisý fact led. hlm into the laboratory of' natu-
rai forces, wliere lie bas worked ;vith sucli signal ability and suc-
cess. Well, yen 'vili desire to know what lias becomç> of this
mnan. Ris mind gave ivay; he became insane, and lie was sent
to a lunatie asylum., In a biograplical dictionary of bis country
it is stated that Le died there ; but this is incorrect. Hfe re.covered ;
and, I believe, la at this moment a cultivator of vineyards ini
Heilbronn.

While preparing for publication my Iast course of lectures
on at, I wislied to make myseif acquaiuted withl ail that
Mayer lad done in connection 'with this subjeet. I. accordingly
wrote to two gentlemen -who above ail others seemed likely to.
give me the information 'whichi 1 needed. Botli of them are
Germans, aud botli particularly distinguislied ini connection 'with
the Dynamical Theory of Heat. Badli of themn kindly fiirnished
me 'with the list of Mayer's publications, and one of tliem was se
friendly as to order tliem fromn a bookseller, and to send tliem to
me. This friend, ia bis reply to my first letter regarding Mayer,
stated Lis belief that I should not find anything very important
in Mayer's writings; but before forwarding the memoirs te me
lie read theni buiseif. Ris letter accompanying the first of these
papers, contains the following words :"I inust liere retract the
statement in my last lettear, that you. would net find mudli matter
of importance in Mayer's wliings: - I arn astonislied at the mul-
tituade of beautiful and correct tliouglits wvhieh tliey centain ;"
and lie goes on te, point out varlons important subjeets, in the
trcatment of whidli Mayer Lad anticipated other eminent writers.
My second friend, in wLose own publications the name, of :Mayer
repeatedly occurs, and wLose papers containing these references
were translated some years ago by myself; vas, ou the 1oth of
last montli, unacquainted with the tliouglitful and beautiful essay
of Mayer's, entitled ' Beitràge zur Dynamik des Rimmels ;" and
in 1854, wthen Professer William Thomison developed in s0
striking a manner tlie meteoric theory of the sun's heat, he was
certainly net avare ef the existence of that essay, thougli frein a
recent number in 1-facmiWan'3 XMagazine I infer that lie is now
avare of it. Mayer's physioloical writings -bave been referred
te by physiologists-by Dr. Carpenter, for example-in ternis of
liononrable recegnition. We Lave Litherto, indeed, obtaiued.
fragmientary glinipses of the man, partly from pLysicists and partiy
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