
T/tings to bc obsed hn CanaJa.

"The wiriter 'votld also be particularly obliged by specimeus of
spongilloe, or fresh-water spouges, as hie is engaged on a .mono-
grapli of that tribe. They are found ia rivers, lakes or tanks, and
pools, attached to dead wvood, rocks or stones, and are occasion-
ally found surrounding tli6 branches of trees, dippingr into the
water during ppriodical fioods; and if they contaiu their granular,
seed-like bodies, they are the more valuable. Dry them jnist as
they corne froi the watcr. If it be deerned necessary to preserve
parts or the whole of delicate specimns of citiier marine or fresh-
water sponges in fluid, the best material la stroug spirit, or water
withi a considerablc excess of uudissolved sait lu it, but neyer alum.
Jars or piekie and fruit botties, well corkcd and sealed, or ticd
over witl bladder, are the best vessels for the pur-pose."

Rising a little }îighier in the scale of life, littie lias heen doue
with oui- fresli-water polyps, whether the simple hiydrv.-like f*ms
or the more complex fresh-water bryozoa. Great reputations have
been made by the study of sach creatures iu Etziope,-and in a
land of streams aid lakes like this, much eoinld certaiuly bo (loue
in collectiug( ncw fornis, and adding to our ktiowlc!dge of the lia-
bits and range of organization of the fresh-watcr radiates. These
animais shouid be souglit in ]akes and streaius, especiaiiy on saib-
mierged wood, fre.eh-water shelis, and the leaves of aquatie plants.
They inay easy be kept lu water for exaîninauion, and careful. draw-

.gs shoul bc mnade of thieir forina aud internaI sti uictures as seen
und(lr the microscop)e. It is dificit to preserve tlhau'; but 1 would
recouucad immersion iu glycerine or the method above given for
sponges, as likely to siiccecd.

The miolinslËs also offer temptiug fields of inquiry, more culti-
vated than those 'orieriy noticed, but stili hiaviiag large promise.
Mauy species of unlo, alasnmodoîî and auodon, exist in our river,
most of theun no doulit identicait with species describcd by Ameri-
eau niaturaliats, but some perhaps new, aud maiiy requiringr more
caeful study as to their habits, reproduction, and the reai Ilimits of
species and varieties. Thp univalve moliusks are also very nume-
rous, botli in the waters and on the land, aud require study, molle
espcially in rclatioa to the alimi-al. as distiugu-slued from the
empty shelis. Stich studies deniand patience and nicaty, and
ý%vould be greatly aided by vivaria, in whiech thiese creatures eau
lie casily kept alive and examiued at leisure. 1%r. Biiiings, oe

-of Our nmbers, lias donc some work lu this field, portious of
whicli have appeared in the G«nadia& Nacturali8t. Pr-of. EtIl
wiil bring before us this wiater some interesting titots respeieting


