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led them to account after he came back; and how he re-
wrarded cach of them.

The man travelling into a far country, is intended to re-
preseat the Lord Jesus Clirist, who has left this world,
and gone into heaven. The talents given to the servants,
are all (e things which Jesus Christ has given to those
who are his servants, which they can employ in his
service.

Moncy is one talent which he has given to them ; and
though they are to provile what is necessary for them-
selves and their families, whatever money they can spare
after doing that, ousht to be spent in serving Christ. He
dues not, as you know, necd it himzelf, but he has com-
manded us to help the poor, especially such as love
bim. He considers every kinaness shown to them the same
as if done to himsclf. [t is also the duly of his servants to
give money to buy DBibles for those who have ncae, and
who cannot pay for them ; te help to support those minis-
ters who employ themnselves in preaching the gospe!; and
o assist in the expense of missionaries going to the hea-
then. In these ways, and in many others, money may be
used in the service of Christ.

Leisure time is another talent, which he has given to his
servants, Many of them have to spend a great part of
their time ir working for their bread ; and even while they
are doing that they are serving him, if they are diligent
end industrious, because he has commanded them to be so.
But whatever leisure they have, they shonld especially try
to use it in his service. They should take eveiy praper
opportunity of reading the Bible, praying to God, hearing
his word, and thinking about what they have read and
heard. By his blessing, they will thus learn to love him
more and more, they will become more anxious to do his
will, and be made fit to enter heaven. They should also
try to instruct those who are ignorant of the way of salva-
tion, and telk to them of the love of Christ, that they may
be led to love him too.

It is impossible lor me to tell you all the different talents
which Jesus Chnist has given to his servants; but what-
ever they have, that they can in any way use to serve
him, is a talent committed to them by him. And remem-
ber, that whatever any man possesses, he hasreceived from
God, whether he is a servant of Christ or not. None
should think, that because they do not pretend to be his




