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Spring Management of Sheep.

shandyy,

Tersing Ot 1o Gaass.-  In pothern reigons
where sheep are yarded and fed only on dry feed in
winter they should be pat apon Jici gonss feed s
the spring gradually. It 1s betgr to wrn them out”
before the new grass has staried mnch  and only
during a portion of each day for the first fon days, .
returning them to their yanls at uwight, and feeding
them with dry hay. If this course be puraned, they
make the change without that purging and sndden
debhility which ensues when they are kept up later,
and abruptly ehanged from entire dry to entire grven
foed  This last is alwags a very perdous procedure
in the case of poor weak sheep, pavtientarly if they
are yearlings of pregnant ewes.

_ Tagaivg <—After the fresh giuss swuiis vigorousty
in_the spring, sheep are aptlo purge v stow fui-
withstanding the preceding precauntions. Thy wuel
about and below the vent becomes covered with dung
which dries into hard kuobs if the scouring ceases ¢
otherwise it accumulates in a filiby mass, which i3 un-;
sightly, unhealthy. and to a eertain degree dangerous |
—formaggots arenot unfrequently generated nnder it. |
in the case of an ewe, it 1sa great annoyance and '’
sometimes damage (o her lamb, for the flith lricklcsi
down the udder and teats so that it mingles with the

v

milk drawn by the lamb, and often miserably he-!

i . 'O g am? sevente A
smears its face. I have seon the 1amdb thus prevented | season, This may be rather more neceasary among

from attempting to suck at ali. Whether the dung is
wet ordry, it cannot be washed out by brook washing,
it must sooner or later be ¢ut from the flecce. and at
the waate of considerable wool.

Tagging sheep before they are let out lo grass pre-
vents this. This i3 cutting away the wool around the
inside of the thigh, in a strip wide enough so that the
dung will fall to the ground without touching any woal.
Wool on or about the udder, which is liable to iw-
pede the lamb in sucking, should always be cut awav
=but not to an unnccessary degree during cold
weather, 80 as to denude this delicate part of ade-
quate protection. Tagging is sometimes performed
by an attendant holding the sheep on ita rump with

“provided the sheep are sufficienily docile to allow

thing, be yeancd in ~tables. Do thisin reality diniy
{shes instead of increasing the labors of the shepherd.
The yeaning flock is thus kopt together, and no time
is spent traversing pasturces to sce if any ewe or lamb
requires assistance, or in ¥emng a weak lamb and {ts
dam to shelter, in driving in the flock at night
snd before storms. And the yeaning scason may
thus be got through with hefore it Is time for the
farmer to commence his summer work in the fields,

Prorer PLack por Laupive~Stable yeaning, too
ie snfest, (though I once thought otherwise,) even in
quite pleasunt weather, provided the stables are
roomy, properly littered down and ventilated, and

themselves to be handled and their keeper to pass
round among them, without crowding from side to
gide and running over their lambs,  While the stables
<honld not he kept hot and tight, they should be
rapahle of being closed all round ; and they should
he «p close that in a cold night the heat of the sheep
will preserve 1 moderate temperature.  On the other
hand, they shounld he provided with movable win.
dow 4, or venlilators, so that excess of heat or impure
air ean Always be aveided. .

Frecoagive cure 18 not requisile with hardy sheep
in Immbing, and too much interference is not hene-
ficint It is'well to look into the sheep house at night,
the Izt thing before gomg to hed, 10 gee that all is

well thea i all ie wedl, amany even of the hewt Merino |

shepherde leave thelr florks undistwibed antd morn-
ing. hobding thar the tambh which cannot ged up, suck.
and take care of itself until morning in a clean well-
straweid. comfortable Stable, is not worth raising
Our English shepherds, who have charge of choice
breeding fiocks, usnally go round once in two hours
through the night during the height of the lambing

| breeds which are accustomed to bring forth twins—
» for one of & pair is less likely to be missed and cared
t for by the mother, if it accidentally gets separated
from her But unless the sheep are extremely tame.
more harm thau good, even in this paiticular, would
i result from disturbing them in the night.- -Rawpanc’s
i Practical Shaphenl.
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Ewes Disowning their Lambs,

{ from the same canse

¢ Tu the Flitor of Tur Caxaby Favvrr -

!

S -—\s you hindly invite boys 10 ash questions { ypparemly blind
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Washing Sheeps
To ths Bditor of Tus Cavans FarMer:

Sir.—The usunl barharous method of washing sheep
by immersion is cnsily avoidable in any locality,
where there I8 a small running stream. Select o
proper place and bulld a dam 3 or 4 feet high, within
24 or 8 feet of the bottom, place o spout 2} feet wide
and 1} inches thick so that a broad thin stream msy
be secured, let this stream fall upon a amall board
floor with a railing to prevent sheep from getting
ahove or below, make a small inclosure immediately
contiguous to the side of your floor. When washiog
time comes, one person can hand the sheep from the
enclosure to two men who hold them, beneath the
gpout. By turning them once over, the water will
carry off all the filth without much wetting the mea,
80 or 40 sheep per hour may he washed with ease
Let your dam fill a few days previous to washing
time, in order to have the water a3 warm as may be.
An escape spont above your wide spout to prevent the
over flow of the water, and another at the bottom of
the dam to drain it offt altogether, are necessary
precantions.  If your stream is small, sclect & day

ollowing a shower, when you can secure & sufficient
head of water, and have your sheep in the best con-
dition for washing easily. If your sheep are not
moistened "f rain it would he an advantage to pass
them beneath the spout, some Lours previous to their
final waghing. } your dam s in a pasture fleld and
there is a fricndly tree to shade your enclosure and
spout. so mnch the hetrern
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Worms in the Heads of Sheep.

To the Hlitor of Tux Cavapa Fanven:

Sie,—In the space of two or three weeks I have
‘ast three of the best of my sheep and all apparently
I observed after feeding my
flock a few days in succession, that two or three of
them did not feed heartily as the rest, and after a day
or two they refused food altogether.  They appeared
stapid  noticed nothing around them, and were
There was o countineed flow of

its legs drawn apart for the convenence of theithrongh the columns of your useful paper, perhaps (maeilage from the nose, and afier four or five days

shearer.  But it is best done by whe aitendant holding
the sheep on its side on a table, or on a large boy
covered, exeept at one end. and the breech of the
sheep is placed at the vpemng so that the tags will
drop into it as they are cut away. This is the only
safe position in which to place a breeding ewe for the
operation. when near to lambng, unless it be on her
feet—and tagging on the feet 18 excessively incon-
venient. Ifa ewe is handled with violence. there is
danger of so chenging the pusition of the feetus in the
womb ag to render its presentation at birth more or
less irregular and dangerous , Lut if the operation is
performed as last desceribed, and the catching and
handling are done with proper care thers isno danger
whatever.

Lavmine.—It used to be the uim of flock-masters in
the Northera States, to have their lambs yeaned from
ubout the st to the 15th of May—particnlarly when
Saxon and grade Saxon sheep were in vogue. Small
flocks with abundant range would grow up their
lambs, born even at this scason, large and strong
enough (o winter well ; but in the case of large flochs
they were not sure or very likely to do so, except
under very highly favourable circumstances. The
leastscarcity of good fall feed told very destructively
on them—and if there were those which were dropped
ag late as June, they generally perished hefore the
cloge of winter.

From the 15th of April to the 15th of May is now
the preferred yeaning season among a majority of
Northern flock-masters.  Some, however, have it

commence as early as the st of April, and those who |

! T the Editor of Tae. Canava Farvke .
E Sir, —~The way that I have seen itdone in England is

|

hreed remy for fale as early as the 10th or 15th of
March. These very early lambs, if properly fed and
kept growing, ar¢ about as much matured at their
first, ag late dropped ones ave at their second
ghearing.

We have seen that Mr Chamberlain, the mporter |
and leading breeder of the Silesian Merinos in this!
country, has his lambs dropped from Neovember to)
February. Under the admirable arrangement of Mr. !
C., and under the admirable handling of his German
shepherd, this works well, and a lamb is rarely lost,
and being early taught to eat roots, &c, separate
from their dams, they attain a remarkable eartiness!
of maturity. Such a system would not, of course|
succeed with ordinary arrangements and handling |
nor would it he ;l)romablc for ordinary purpuses. i

It isunderstood of course, that lambs yeaned earhier
than May in the Northern States, must. as a gonoml!

Lvan or some of your many agncaltural readers witli (hay died
he good enoigh 1o auswer this one.~How cin & tanid found two worms in the first, about haif an inch
ewe vefiging 10 twn ot Carc for bet Tambs, be made Lin length 5 in the second, there were eight varying in
{ size, from one eighth to half an inch in length : the

[todnso?
JOHN L. HARCOULRT.
Yorh April 19th, 1864
b Aotk 8y Ep € F —A very good plnis to separate
s the ewe aud her disnwned Yamd from the rest of the
tlock and place them in a small, dard encloswre to-
getlier, out of hearing, if possible, of the other sheep.
The ewe should be held five or six times a day while
the lamb sneks In most cases, the mother will svon
take to her offypring. When shé dous, they may be
let out, but at first they should not he allowed to mix
with the other sheep, lest the ewe’s indifference re-
turn  In obstinate cazes of this hind, fear is some-
times appealed to as a medns of awaking fhe natural
instinef. A strange dog. a child wearing a bright-
i coloured mante or the like, shewn to the vwe, will
{ often vouse her to protect and care for her lamb.  Ifa
ewe shows indifference toward her lamh when it is first
i born, it is hetter to place a pen around thet at once.
Small pens, light and portable, are very useful con-
i venienees to have about a flock of sheep,
>+t PPt ¢

How to Wash Sheep for Exhibition,

to keep them in a nice, warm house three or four weeks
priorto the time of the exhibition, washing themoncee a
week with water only, until the last two times. whe.
they put on a little soft soap, and at both of which
times tbci' cutl every lock with curling irons,  Mind
and not let the irons be too hot so as to singe the
wool. They also removed all the rough wool from
off the hend and face. Two that 1 saw prepared in
the above manner were also fed on all the new milk
they eould drink, oil cake, oats and peas, and a little
hay every morning, with salt once & week. One, an
aged ram, took the firet prize at three of the large
agricultural showain England, the other the first at the
same, three among the ﬁvenr\ings rams

Malton, C. W. RGN

I then procecded to examine thetr heads,

third refused food three days, and appeared affected
the same manner a3 the rest.  In the head of this one
I fownd six worms of the same deseription,
THOMAS CULLI=.
Tow nchip ot Iamilton, April 12, 1861.
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Tobacco-smoke for Grub in the Heads of
Sheep,

To the Edutor of Tk Caxans Farsen:

Sw,—I noticed one day last week a ewe running a
good déal at the nose, and suspecting she had grabs
in the head, I tried the tobacco smoking up the
nostrils ; one grub half an inch long came down, but
notwithstanding all I could do she died, just three
days after first shewing the symptoms. She was in
excellent condition, and to make the loss more
unfortunate was in lamb with twins by a pure
Leicester ram.  We found on opening the head
upwards of ten grubsdiffering insize. Several of my
neighbours have lost, this year and last, many sheep
and in my case the tobacco has proved ineffectual.

- r.

King, April 20, 1861,

Nore sy Ep. C. F.—We shall be glad to have the
experience of our readers m reference to the above,
and other remedies suggested for grub in the head.
In view of casos like that mentioned by our corres-
pondent, it is very desirable that if there be any
cffectual cure for this ailment, it should he made

publie, for the henefit of flock masters in general.

Laups. ~ 1t is necessary for wool growers to know
how to manage lambs, when ewes having lambs are
weak. Tho best plan is to dig a hole in moist man.
ure, and put the lamb in, cover it up all but the
head, and leave it in that situation for half an hour,
when the lamb will be able to run after the rest of
the Hock. I have never known this remedy to fail,
—J. Il A, in Rural American.




