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THE 'COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.
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DOCTRINES OF THB cBVUR
‘ Chap. 6.
THE ATONEMENT. .

The doctrine of the Church concerning the Atone-
mont is thus expressed in her thirty-first Article,—
*’The offering of Christ once made, is that perfoct
redemption, proptiation, and satisfaction for all the
sins of the \\ho}e wurld, both original and actual;
and there is none other satisfaction for sins, but that
alone.” This doctrine, of all others most important!
fur a ¢ Christian to know and believe to his soul’s
bealth,” 1s ever held up to our view throughout all the
offices of our apostohic Church. Every prayer and
collect closes with a petstion to.the Father, in-the
all-prevating name of the Son.  Now, without at-
temnpling to assign the reasvns why God thought fit
to redeem the world in this way, rather than inany
other way, it is sufficient for mau to know the. ex-
press doclarations of his owan word, that Chiist is

cu.

P

P

man,—is placed:in a ¢a wacilyof being saved ; foy + 8s'committo | against § Belyg of yoe o(i-d\' wiit ",g
Ly the oflunce of one, thaﬁ'{s Adam, “judgment!infivite jmti@e.uWho, :l?eéf. gillpmedintg br{wﬁ
came upon all men to condemnation; ¢ven so by tho him, a guilty, rebellious sinner, and this all-just and
righteousness of one,’ that is, Christ, * the free gift holy God?™ Shal! kg po™to’ orid of his TeNoW*men?
came upon all men unto justification of lite, jAlas! where shall he find one who does not :tandf
But then, all will not be saved, whom Christ came equally in need of an Intcrcessor and Redeemeri}
to_saye. Jar far from it,—forwp are told that « They are all gone out of the way; there 18 nong
* Gud our Saviowr will have vl MEN lo be sawced, and that doeth good no not-one.’  Shall he then trustto
to come to the huowledge of the truth '—~but all @ mcrcman to intercedy for him?  Shall finite ma}
)vnll not comply with t}zc lerms of salvation, N‘-t,:maho stunement for sin again.t an infinite Being?
indeed, from any positive disubility, not from any Renson answers nol—and revelation, in agccordance ‘
irreversiblo decree, but on account of their stubborn with the plainest dictatcs of reason, tells us tuatf
and perverse hearts,  Christ himsell' says to the ¢ none of them can by any weans redeem his brother,§
Jews, ¢ Xe will not come to e, that ho might have nor give to God a ransom for him.! Shall he ookl
Ifej—and to Jerusalem, ““ how ofter would I have,to an angel for help? Alas! the God whem he hsf§
gathered thy children together,even as alien gather--offended * chargeth bis own angels wih felly.’ He
eth her chickens under her wings, and yewerdd not” can theiefore place no relinnce on any creatéd arm;@
The consequence was, their city and nation were, —but when he istold that God’s own arm has wroughtl
given up to overwhelming ruin, which they brought salvation for him, that Gov was in Cumist, Tecon
upon themselves by their own blindness and impeni- ciling the warld unto Hinsetr, all his fears arg atff
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¢ the way, the truth, and the ife,” and that ‘ no man! tency. Ewen,’ as St. Peter tells us, ¢ denying the rest, ¢ Tue penitert can now calm the agitation off
comcth to the Father but by him;" * neither is there, Lord that bought them ,—that bought, and cerfain- bis mind and tell bimseclf that allis well. He can in}
szlvatiouin any other; for there is none other name, ly would have saved them; but they refused his sal- this case, but in no other, repose with security on the§
giwvea under heaven, amungst men, whereby we must yvation, ¢ and brought upon themselves swift destruc- atonement, as indeed full perfect, and all-sufficient’§
be saved.’ 'All this is clear cnough, am} this is pll'tion.’ tHe has he’re found rccl; firm ’and immovable o.n
that m}mcdnatcly couccrn ourselves; nor is it consis-  As surcly, then, as the word of Jehovah is true,——' which to build bis bapes ,ot‘salva'ion . he has ;103
tent with the modesty and humility of a creature,_lo,nnd ¢ Fle is 2 God who cannot lie,’~~he¢ ¢ hath no ¢ ag anchor to the soul, sure.and stedfx’mt > to whichR
pry too curiously into those ¢ secret things,” which pleasure in the death of the wicked ;” he ¢ will bave he can always securely, cline. He cannot doubt that)
‘belong only unto the ord.” The Gospol has not all men to be saved,’ ‘not. willing that any should' a price, so infinitely prccio:s will be.accepted; thatlg
revealed the reasons of this amazing scheme, and pro- perish, but that all should come to 1epentance.’|an iutercession, so pmwrfully,pleuded' will be heard§
bably they are far above our fimte comprehension., And in accordance with theses gracious assurances, Thus important is the doctrine ofour,bles'gp'd Lord: ¥
An wspised Apostle terms it ‘ the wisdom, of God m arc all thosc exhortations to repentance, all thuse divinity, as anarticle of faith. So inseparably is i3
a mystery,—Ithe mystery of godliness,’—so profound declarations of pardon, all those promises, and all,counccted with the efficacy of his stouement, thsl
aud incomprehensible, that cven ¢ dugels desire to those thretenings, which are addressed to the hopes;take away Lis divinity, and you depiive the b,umbl
look into these things+? and fears of all mankind, in almost every page of the,penitent of all asenrances of pardon and - regonciliz g
The Scriptures plamly teach us that the only ap- Bible, In theblood of Jesus €hrist “'a fountain is,tion; you leave him without a sufficient Mediator§
ointed method of salvation 1s through Jesus Christ. opened fur sin, and for uncleanness,” which is abun-jor Redeemer, or Saviour— without any one to satisiyl

] ake, for example, such expressions as the »follo.“-.dantly eflicacious to cleanse the most polluted soul , 1he penahics’of the divine law. Let us therefordl
ing, ¢ Christ, died for our sins, according to the Scn;_l- to make it white and spotless, even in the sight of a bewere of every opinion which counteracts the mer§
tures;>—* in whom we have redemption through his just and holy God, who *is of purer eyes than to bc-'ciru] designs of God in redeeming us; which deprives
blood, the forgiveness of sins;’—* the Son of man hiold iniquity.” To {his exhaustless fountain and'us of those heavenly cunsolations arising from (L8
came to give s life aransom for.many ;'—¢ my flesh well-spring of eternal life, all are exhorted to come|doctrine that * Christ is our pﬂa,cc ? _that ¢ he haly
which I will give for the life of the world;—* this and freely drink ; they-areurged, by the kindest and.[,ome our sorroiws,’—that ¢ on him [he _ﬁ[m;.,my halh loid
1s my body, wiuch 1s given for you;'—* I lay duwn!mo.st pressing entreaties, to taste of these spiritualythe iniquities of us all,"—that * Gop was z‘;’z Curigr reg
my-llfc for the sheep.”  With such passagesas th,‘-'sea'watcrs, to p'urify and refresh the soul. ¢ ITo, every, conciltnzg the world wite Thimsere,'—and that * there i
which meet our eycs on every page of the New Tes-"one that thirsteth, come y« to the watcrs, and b nons other name under hraven given among men, where§

tament, is it not strange that any shonld be found,jthat hath no money; come ye, buy, and cat; vea,'by1ce might be sared.’
come, buy wine and milk withont money and withuut | e 2o il

who daringly deny the atonement of Christ?  Might
ot ¢ presumption fremble for the application of that
awf{ul text, which denounces those who deny the Lord
that bought them?®
The ™ Seriptures further represent the cxlent of
Christ’s atonement.as universal and unlimiled; ex-
tending back to the time when ¢sin first entered in-
to the world and:death by sin,” and forward to the;
period, when “the last enemy,’ death itself, “ shall be
destroyed.’ If ¢ Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners,” and ¢ all have sinned,’—if this doctrine
is ¢ worthy of being received by all men,’—it neces-
sarily follows that the menits of his death extend to
every iadividual of mankind. But therc are nume-
rous declarations of the unversality of the atone-
ment, as express. and clear as language can make
them. ¢ e dicd for aLry’— He gave humself @ ran-
som for sur;—* He lastclh deall for EVERY MANi—
¢ LI is the propiliation for our sins, and nat for ours
only, bul for the sins of Tur wnore worep.” The
abvious meaning of all which expressions, js, that
the whole of manland, without exception, are placed;
ws a condilion of salvalion  As certanly, therefore,:
as any man can sav, ¢ J am a sinner,’ just so certain-
)y may he say, ¢ Jesus Christ cameanlo the world lo,
saove me.?
Are we in doubt 2sto the cfficacy of:-this alone-
ment? We shall find by a recurrence to the same;
inspired volinne, that 1t was as efficacious. as it was
slensive—that no crime 1s so aggravated but the
hlood of Christ can expiate it; none sp dark and
dcep but the blood of the Lamb can wash it out;—
 for his blond cleanseth from all sin;? and ¢ though
your sins be as searlet, they shall be as white as
griow; thourh they be red lile crimson, they shallbe
#s wool.” 1leiells us hims®lf that lie came ¢ to seek
and fo save that which was lost;’—that he ‘ came not
1o call the rifhteous, but sinncrs to repenfance;’—
%nd juvites a1z who are weary and heavy [hden with
the'burden of their sins to corne unto him. It fol-

judgment of human reason. . The Scriptures ex-

rice.” In like manner the beloved Agpostle, in the
most affectionate language, inforws us, that ¢ The
Spirit and the bride say, come; and let him that is
athirst, come ; and whoseever will, let him take the
water of life freely. '

Intimately connected with the doctrine of the
Alonement is that of the Divinily of Christ. Indeed,)
so far as human reason is permitted to look into this;
mysterious scheme, these two doctrines appear to
beinseparable. But we are not left to the fallible

pressly. teach us that the Saviour of the world ¢ was
wilh God, and was God ;’--that ¢ he humbled Limself,
to visit this lower world, and ¢ became obedient un-
to death, even the death of the cross,” that he might
reconcile us to God, by satisfying the divine justice,
which could pot otherwisebe appeased,and by making
atonement for sin, by his own blood, when no other
sacrifice would answer. ¢ For it is not possible,~—
such was the divine decree,=-¢ it is not possible that
the blood of bulls and of goals,’—which were the
appointed gacrifices under the law,-—* should take;
away sin ; but here was a victim infinitely efficacious,
“ychose bleod cleanscth from all sin;>—a Priest, who;
needed no atonement for himself, being ¢ holy,harm-,
less, undefiled, separate from sinners ;’—an Inter-,
cessor, all-prevailing, even the only and beloved Son,
of God, * In whom the Fatheris well pleased.” Thus
do the Scriptures not only refer the redemption o
the warld to the death of Christ,but they also ascribe

~ And how consolatary are these assurances.to every
humble penitent! The sinner, who feels the burden
of his sins, looks around him with an anxivus and
inquiring eve lor some one to remove this oppressive
weight. But to whom.shall he apply for relief?
Hc;_qx‘-enlizes, with shame and sorrow, that he has
been wayward acd perverse from his youth; that
10 his nsturnl depravity he has added numerous. ace

joiss, then, thatovery son of Adam,—every mortal
A

[,
‘as much money as I could, for 1 fouud that 1
the efficacy of his atonement to his proper divinity.,

tusl trausgressions; and that every sin has been)
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YOUTI'S DEPARTMENT.

T1IE SAILUR BOY AND BIS BIBLE.

I wasbornin America. My firstdesire was tobeg
come a sailor, My parents were greatly oppesed 3§
but my mother’s tears and my fathél’s earnest advicd
were unheeded. At the early age of twelve years§
left my home, and made the wide swelling océan mj
dwelling place. I cap well remember the feeliogy
with which [ gazed for the last time ppon the sceney
of my childhood. Ere I bade them all furewellf
I looked about for something which I covldtake with
me, and which would rtemind me of my mothe§
who had cherished me, when the blue waters-rolleg
betweenus.  Though .ignorant of its real value,
took the Bible. I had been long at sea, and thous®
1 bad stood in battle, face to face with the relenlle:3
enemy ; and though I had seen the forked lightuire®
and heard the thunder’s dreadful roar, yet had nf
life been spared.  But one night, a violent story
arose. Thesky wasdark, and threateniog ang ferd
was the tempest’s blast, asthe fearful waves brol¢
over the ship. When the morning sun-arose I alog
was left to wilness the desolation of that fearful ni"bf
-—The thought thit I was alone—in that wietkeg
ship—upon the boundless fathomless’ deep-—alos®
—caused my heart to swell with mingled feelings g
gratitude, anxicty sndsorrow. 1 put intomy pock®
mug
leave the sinking vessel. My Bible, dear to me,
causeit had been the cherished treasure of my mothtd
I had always kept within the bosom of my jack§
Harving prepired myscif-as weli as I ivas able L cong
mitted mysalf to theavaves,hoping.to bo.able: to suig
to land. ~But-the Jand was far distant. ; Finding o
self burdened by the treasure I had about me, sog
supposiog that 1 could best spare the Bible,I catlg
tom me.  Yes, I thfew frons me the Bible, being
sorry only because ithiad-belonged to my mother: §
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