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God as a Branch of that Ooe Church which Haj
plauted and s Apostles watered. I hopo that onr‘
dissenting brethren who yet remain in wilful disobedi-
ence to their Bishop and Peesbyters : but who, in
alirect opposition to the practico of our primitive bre-
timen, ordnin (us they <all it) Presbyters for them-
stlves, will, if they eca this, take the malter into
serious cantideration; and may the Almighty lead
{hrir minds 10 a knonledge of the truth, w

We will now turn back to the keeping of the Sab-
tath, which wesa point lo bo settled, 1 soon
found that it was the practice of all christinns, ex-
cept slaves,and such others as had it pot in their pow-
«er, to reverence the day and to keop it holy unlo
the Lord. And therefore we, following their exam-
ple, should abstain from all worldly occupatipns, cou-
versalion, und plessure 4 and shoald spend the whole
day in public and private exercises of God’s worship;
ia administering to the afilicted, und such like.—
And this | found to be as agreeabls to the New Tes-
tament az the former : though by no means so clear-
iy laid down therein,

4 was also led to believe that females were, from
the earliest ages, admitted communicants to the
Lord’s Supper: and I therefore felt myself bound
to believe it to be right, although there is no com-
mand for it in the New Testament.

1 also found that the first writers on Baptism (not
one century after the apostles) speak of Infanis as
being universally admitted to baptism; and as being
proper subjects for baptisni. ‘And indeed this ap-
pears aimost beyond a dzubt from scripture alone,

Again, whett er should tho power of admitting and
excluding members lay in the ininisier, or the
members themselves 2 Andwhe, allow me to
ask, can determine more properly as to the
aropriety of admitting a communicant than the min-

ister 2" I think no one 2 Yet in most of the dis-
senting churches, a worthy person maybe prevented
from communicating, through the caprice of a few|y
silly old women, or inexperienced weakminded girls.

glorious establishment, notwithstandiy
persecutions of the Roman power. ~ :

But who were they that went about {his mighty
work, and performedit? . ¥Were they the ignorant
and unlearned ? No { Thay were the most 'viise and
learned of the nation : they were algo the tried ser-
vants of the Almighty. They were sincerely devoted
to the service of their Lord and Master Jesus Christ.
They were such as were required to reform a thurch’
overflowing with superstition and wickedness,. They
had been-ordained in the church of Rome, and they
ordained oOthers ; thus the succession was brought!
(E)Wl‘\ f:iom the Apostles, to the present Church of

ogland. - : R

I nov came to the conviction that the Chorch of]
Englaod was the true church; and that the moat of]
the others were spurious ones, formed by mens’ own
inven'ions, from 12 to 18 hundred years after inspi-
ration had ceased. 'That those men were not inspired
as they pretended to be, is plain, because their doc-
trines clash : jndeed they have taught doctrines di-
vectly oppogile to each other : and Icannot think
thbat God inspires ong man to. say the Bibls says,
% thus,” and another to say ‘‘,the. Bible does not
E

THE COLONIAL CH‘ERCHMA‘NZ

Tpe tlergy and people of England took quite a
differenl conrse. They adiniited that the church of
Rume was the true church, se far as its doctrines
agroed witlt scripture, and the practice of the primi-
tive church. And they detlared it to be corrupt in
those things which were contrary thereto. They there-
fore declared it necessar
ruptions and unscriptura

ay 50."—-To be concluded tn our next.

mtsenns

to diseard ary those cor-
daclrines ,and praclices
hich biad crept into the church. They ailso hold that
the Bishnps of every nation ought to have authurity to
assemble together and make such regulations for their
congregations ns would conducé ‘to the glory of Gol
and the good of the church, without vegard to the
Bishop of Rome, or any foreign power whatever,
They accordingly set to work, and effected our
g the bloody

1 have made up my mind upon which is tho most
reasonable and most conducive to the prosperity
and unity of the church. AndJ leave the candid}

RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY,

place whore there is water, and thero they are regeneraled
in the samo manncras wo alsn were; for they are then
\Ynsged in the water, in the nama of God the Father, and
Lord of the universe,and of ov Javiour, Josus Christ.and
uof the Holy Bpirit.  For Christ said, » fixceplye bo '
born :ignin, ye shall not enter into <hé kingdom of hee-
ven,! ) _
| Yrenseus, also, a writer in the same century, spesking of
the commissiun of Christ to his Apostles, srys; ¢ Giviog §
his disciplos the power of regeneration {o God, he said Lo
theni, ¢ Go and teach ol nations, baptizing them ih the
name of fho Father, and of the Son, und of-the Holy
Ghost.? » o ' . ,
Quotations from authors in every century down tothe
Reformation might be made, which would .show that the
parly Christians over consldered baptism lo be regenera.
tion. Zuinglius and Calvin wero the first to deny intheit
controversies with the Papists, the doctrine of regeners-
tion in Baptism. PETE

This being clear, it ia proper next to enquire what i
the change whichakes place in every puthorized® baptisa
and which is properly entitled to the name of regencra.
tion! It iE a change of state and condition, and of rela.
tionship to God. . By our birth ofnatural patents, we are
brought into the world, theheira of coiruption, sin, and
condemnaticn. But Christ parchased our frgedem fronf
condemnation, sin, and toe effscts of ‘corruption, and
instituted baptisin as the instrument-by which we shall
be freed from their dominion. In baptism we are receis
ed into a state of grace, a state of acceptance ; bur form :
sins are remitted ;the Holy Spirit is vouthyafed o renec
our corrupt and decayed nature, and to begin in bur soulg
the germ of spiritus] life ; we are ndopted by God as by
epiritual éhildren, and be sgnds forth, Biis spirit into oz
hearts, whereby wa cry Abba, Father. And as our e}
trance upon this lower world ie galled our bisth, so oures

reader to judge for himself.

Procee‘n’i":gg ifuf my rcseja‘rches I found that this one
church, (I had not'yet fully defermined what church)
extended rapidly, and soon spread over many na-
tions of the earth, through the exertions of the apos-
tles and their successors, in the hand of God, who
prospered their erdeavours with worderful success,
not only in the members who became cbristians, but
also in their firmnesy in enduring the torture that
they had te suffer from their persccutors,

But the church, which before the reign of Con-

gion in the Roman Empire,was somewhat corrupled;
and into which many unnecessary rites and ceremo-
aes had crept—now grew corrupt rapidly ; and con-
tinued to do so, until the 7th century, when the
Bishop of Rome’s supremacy over all ius Bishops
2nd Rulers of the Church, was aknowledged by- the
western part of Christendom. The power of the
Popes increased with the corruption and worldliness
of the church, until about the 14th century. “The
Teally pious all this time, both clergy and laity
groaned under their ufilictions ; but always contend-
ed that a General Council, or, at least, a national
one; was the only lawful way to remedy the evils so
justly complained of. Butall their endeavours were
i vain, A power had got established in the church,
acknowledged and supported by the kingdoms of this
world, which defied opposition, and marred all at-
tempts at reform. VV‘;len therefore it appeared that
there was no possibility of reforming the Church by
proper moans, it was with good rcason that some de-
termined tothrow off the yoke by force : and, at the
hazard of their lives and fortunes, do that, which by
lawful means they could not. Thusa reformation
was cffected in the 16th century.

But most of the reformers went into_ dangerous
extremes. Dot conteot with throwing off the Pope,
and errors of the church; they threw off chureh and
al} together. Not krowing well what to do with
thewselves after they were released from the power

.of Rome; and being filled with eotbusiasm, and falss
notions of liberly and religion, they set to work form-

in baptism.
used to express simply that change,
which takes place in évery authorized baptism.
works of righleousness which we have dong, but accord-
ing to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regenera-
tion, and the rencwing of the Holy Ghost? - Titus iii, 5.
Justio Marlyr, only about fifty years after the Apostles,
writing to the Roman Emperor,Antoniuns Pius,consider-

"And it is
worlhy of observation thet he iz not simply giving his owa
opinion of the matter, but is giving an account of the be-
liefand practice of the great body of Christians; His
words are; © We will state also in what manner we aro
created anew by Christ ; and havo dedicated ourselves to
God ; that we may hot by omitting this appear to dissemn-
ble any thing in our explanation. As many & are per-
suaded and believo that the things which we teach-andde-
clarcare trao, and promise that they are detormined to]
live accordingly, are taught {o pray and beseech God with

NEGUICT OF INPANT BAPTISOL. ' ° |

Means of Correclion, '

T am notignorant that this doctrine is unptpular, be:
cause depred by many persons self-styled qvange!ical, a-
tnong sarrounding sects, and that it Is 1aid aside, orits
force explained away, by some within the Church perbapg
for popularity, hut yet the question isnot so much what
is popuiar ,ns what is true. " By many sacts of modern
stantine, and the establishment of the christian reli-}origin, the term regeneration, has beea uséd {0 exjimess
something different from that which was uniderstood by it
in the ancient Church;-and if the modern idea be attached,
then we also deny that such regeneration does take place
the term was if children,
whateyer if may be, |Christ,” Yetell this is of Gud, and nok ofqursolver g

"+ Not by The preparaticn only.is ours. Salvationig notof ours

For the first ifteen centuries,

ed regencration ag, identical with baptism.®

vt
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trance within the Church by baptisin mby well be"callel
our new birth, or fegeneration ; andalsosincehy our finfg
oruatural birth,we ars inheritors of cerlain privileges,s
by our secont: or spiritual birth, do we become partakes
of cestainblessings. The oneisasyeal asther thzr. 4

though jt is invisible to.our fleshly eyes yet it is cleuif
perceptibla to the strong eye of faith. Here then is b
gun {hé spicitual life, which, if it be ant extinguished, ¥
become eterndl in duration, And although ofour natu
parents waure born but to die, yet. when Jorn sguio §
Christ and hitChurch by waterand thie Holy Ghost, ®
enter upon efcrnal life ; in the phrase of Irénous, wo d
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fasting to grant them remission of thoir past sii;s,whik; we
also pray and fast withthem. We then lead themto a

regenerated to God 3 ¢ we irq t}e children of God,#
then heirs, heirs of God and 'joint heirs vl

it is thegilt of Cod, through faith. Eph.il; 8 « Not
works of righteousness whick we have dorie, but accllg
ing to his mercy he saved us by the washing of regent
tion, and the renewingof the goly Ghost 3 which, hesy
on ug abundantly-through Jesus Christ our Savioun'§
Tit, iii, 5. “For by onespirit are we all baptizedinte
body, whather we ba Jews or Genfilés, whetherw
bond or free, and have 21l beén made todrink iato oned
it ).Cor.xiii, 13.  “Verily, yerily, I say unto
e=ceplamen be born again ; born aof swaterand of thig
rit e cannot enterinto the kingdom of God.” Jobig
3.5 Butas manmay put&n end o his naturallifev
he should nvither beyin nor continub beyond the wil
God; 30 arly one may éxuhgdlgb tha spiritual life beg
of the Holy, Ghost, by denying thesoui ilgspiritual

® It js-considered (hat Christ didl not suthorize i
miuistration of baptismexcept lothose aduits who
sincerely to repent-ana to believeyand to all infanls

ing asw Chusches, according to their own inyentions.]

4
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-:I’erhap; it would bs mote correct to, say that heuses
« Regeneration and ¢ Baplisin® as synonymous terms.~

have never committed sin, and whoare presented by
persureties. (Perhaps Aoussholds c3- exceplion.
CHRONICLE.) - : .
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