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e}‘eéted to propitiate the evil' spirits; bylus and naits being to the
Burmese very much what demons and devilsare to us. The view
of the pagoda from the avenue is indeed wonderful. The great
gilt-dome, with its brilliant ~olden Afee;grows and grows and
increases upon the vision, until its enormous bulk is at last fully
realized. Fancy a vast bell-shaped erection, with a pointed
handle of solid gold, rising to nearly the height of the cross on
the top of St. Paul’s, surrounded by numerous smaller pagodas
and dagolas, bell-temples, tombs, and- rest-houses, some much
dilapidated—it being considered more meritoriousto build a new
temple than to repair an old one.
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The pagoda is supposed to have been commenced 588 years B.C.,
in order to enshrine some hairs of Buddha and the bathing-gown
of another holy maniwho livedftwo thousand years becore him.
The carved teak with which it is covered is solidly gilt from top
to bottom, and this process costs £30,’0'00:each time it is repeated.
To wander round the top platform or courtyard outside the
pagoda in the twilight and listen to the bells was an extraordi-
nary experience for all of us. The big Burmese bells are-cele-
brated for their tone, especiallyjthose in the temples. - The little
bells which are hung on at the tops of the various pinnacles sur-
roundingithe soda-water bottles have long elappers, easily moved
by the wind; and the sound of jthese various bells and .gongs



