
200 THE CANADIAN PRESBYTE&.

but aiso with respect to the most civilised and eniightoned nations,-to such w~
Egy Pt, Grcece and Rome. These nations at different eras were the centres of tbe
cIivilisation and learning of the worid, and yet they secm to bave been wvboIly desti,
tilte of the grand idea of the divine unity. They bad a more numerous array O
gods, than abnost ativ of the other nations. And the attributes with which
tlîey invested their deities were base and sensual, presenting the most reniark-
able contrast to the pure. holy, and spiritual declarations of the Seripturos whetl
spea'king of Goci. Iu Grecce, where intellectuai. culture was carried to 0th3
highest point, and science and art mnade the createst progress, they had low and
debased ideas of their gods. They seem to have formed them on the inodel Of
themselves, and to have invested themn with ail their own virtues and vices, il'
gigantic propor.ion. We are somectimes amazed to see the manner in wbich
they represent their deities ; the coarse, sonsual, and vicious feelings and actiol 5

they ofien attribute to thîem; and we cannot doubt that, unless these had beefl
the genuine iyhi in which. their gods were regarded, sucli a method of speak'
ing could not have beeu tolerated by a people so Pions, as the Greeks, in t1Iffli
own way, had the reptitation of being. Certainly, if sucli fcelin.(s and actiofl0
were attributed to the God of the Scriptures, we could conceive of nothing moreO
incongruous; and, if such a manuer of speaking as that common among thesO
ancieîit nations with respect to their Goris, were used with respect to Hiffi
wvhose naine is Holy, we could imagine no more daring blasphemy.

And how thon, aire wo to accou-nt for the fact that, a thoology, infinitely S8I'
Ferior to any other we can find, and gî'eatly more iii accordance with our reasol"
whien once it is made knowu, was found only among a people distinguished
neither for power, nor learning, nor intellectual. advaniceient? I low are we tO
account for the fact, that such a people, with the grossest polytheismn ail] aroUnd
tbem, possessed and retained, under the namne of a revelation, such a theologY'
while the succqessive centres of power, civilisation, and learning, in tbe woild,
were ouveloPed in gross spir*,iual darkness, groping their way after God, if haply
they might find llim ; and lu the meantime, imagining llim to be aitogother
sucli an one as themselves ? llow can we account for this fact, unless by gd
mitting that that people did indeed possess the revelation of God ? We sec i
Egypt, Greece, and Rome, what man lias coniceivedi respecting God -- vbalt
kind of thcvology wvas fratined by mien of the highest intellectual cutran tiff
most advanced scicutifie aittainmnents. And bý_side its grossnoss, its imper-fectiOli
and absurdity, andi its dark shades of degrading sensuality, the Seriptures Shlio
wvith a divine light, and bear the unmistakeable inipress and stamp of Iliol
whose Word they are

Btit second,' withi respect ho man, a subjeet more familiar, and within essief
reaehi, we also find in the Scriptures, characteristies, distinguishing thiem, fr011 '
every other composition. Let us take one point for illustration, namely ;h
equal estimation in whicli every partaker of the human namn(, is held.

liu tiie Soriptuies, mon, of whatevir nrLtion or condition, are represented 1'
essermtially o>1 a level. It is written, " God bath made of one blood ail natiol"
of mon, for to dwoll on all the face of the e.irth." We have plain intimaitioo
that every ind.'ivi:dtial of the humian race is aliko régarded by God, on an equalit
bofore llim ; and that one mensure is meted out, one method of procedure t8keo'
no difference made, wiih respect 10 Greek or Barbarian, higli or low, bond Of'
fic. Ti:ýe prncilpie thtis laid down catIs for a corresporiding practice, and ti"
wve are comnmanded bo Ilhonour ail n'on." And its effect may bo discorved i
thoso nations who liave rceivcdý( the Scriptures as the Word of God, in the, "
toast theoretical, legal equality of ail mon.

Now there secms to be a tendency in man to exait into an essential supef1OY
ity, portions,-either nations or classes,-of the human race, and to dePrw


