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purposes of higher education, there can bc none whatever, as
to the desirableness of havmng the tide of psivate benefactions
turned in this direction. W'e know no use to which large sums
of mloney could be devoted with asýurance ot better efrct upon
tie social, intellectual and moral progress of tlie Dominion,
than that )f providiig facilities for the thorougl education o

women, under proler conditions and influences. The princel
gifts of individu.ds in the United Stits fur this purpose art
already bearing :.oble fruit and redounding to tie best interes>t
not only of the sex but of the nation. Riglhtl, or %rongly, the
objections, or as many would say prejudics, against co-educa-
tion are so deeply rooted, and the piactical difficultie in the
way of carrying out that method on an extensive scale are so
many and great, that it is uselebs to hope to see women grad
uates going out by hundrcds and thous.mds, as we ýhould k
to sec them, until stronger inducenments are offered. There is
now a noble opportuinity for praxate bn.eficec in Turontv.
The mian or men who should build 1.nd endow a thoroughly
equipped Ladies' College in this city, to be affiliated with t
University or otherwise, would not only hand down his naie
with honior to posterity but be the means of conferring peren-
nial blessing upon the Province and the Dominion.

SCHOOL BOOK LEGISLATION.

The Globe reports the Minster of Education as saying in the
course of a debate in the House of Assembly on Thursday :-

"There are objections to the alleged frequent changes ini the
text-books, but except in our Readers, I propose no immînediate
chans. * * * It has been charged that we have author-
ized ,ooks in advance of their preparatiun, I snupl inItend mi
the future, as in the past, to announce that a book will be
authorized at a certain (ate, and give .ighteen months for
dealers to get rid of their stocks, and the teachers to prepare
for thein. I want to say that this (Jeffer,) is the only book
authorzed or intended to be autthorzed in Canadian history,
and I hope to have a better English prinmer than any now
authorized."

It is to be hoped in the interests of ail conceried that these
statements are correctly reported, and represent the setttld
policy of the Education Department. How they are to be re-
conciled with other statements alleged, ona apparently gooud
authority, to have been imade by tie Minister since his acces-
sion to office we are unable tu guess. Mr. Ros wili surely feel
it his duty to protect parents and the public by the imediaie
prosecution of those publishers and others, who have an-
nounced new edîtions of various works, such as the " Orthoe-
pist," as having the authorization of the Department. Surely
the attenpt to sell books by such announrements, lie wihi
regard as an attempt to ge'. mone) under false pretences. The
harmonzing of the last ,,entence of the quotation with the fol
lowing from the "nstructions" recently issued by the Depart-
ment, is a still harder task:-

" History.-The outlines of English and Canadian History-
how En land, Canada, and Ontario are governed ; the muni-
cipal institutions of Ontario-all as contained in a History
Primer, to be authorized by the Education Department about
August, 1885."

We give it up. Perhaps some of our readers may bc able to
find the clue to lead us out of the labry inth.

It will be observed that the Minister does not directly deny
tie most danaging of all the Lhaiges, xiz., that the Depart-
n.nt bas authorized, or promised autiorization-he will not, of
course, stoop tu take relu,e bchnd an ambiguity-to books in
adance of their preparation, but such denial would be a
ratural inference fron the iangu.ge used. teachers, parents,
and the public will ail breathe more freely when they learn
that the Minister has not enpiloyed, and does not intend
to employ amateur book makers to prepare Grammars, Geo-
graphies and otber text-books, under his own personial super-
vision, to replace the standard books now in use, and that in
every case aill concerned will have at Ieast a year and a half in
nhbiLh to examine a proposed niun nork before it cai be forced
upon them.

It would have been gratifying had Mr. Ross gone a little fur-
ther, and assured us that it is ail a mîistake that lie bas any in.
tention of attempting to bring about a uniform, " one-bok"
systeni. All will agree with hini that it is "of the utmost
importance that the live teacher should have the very best book
in his hands, and that the thinking sholar should be brought
into contact with the product of the ripest minds," thougi ail
may not be able to convince themselves that the iinister
of Educatioin for Ontario bas any preternattral discernment or
any infallible specific to enable him, and hin. alone, to
determine, vhich of a large number of competitors nay be the
"very best book," or the "l product of the ripest mind." If the
mtuci-talked.of one-book system, and the rumoured employ-
ment of this, tliat and the otherfprote¿e to produce the " ripest
iimîd" product, are all the baseless fabrics of sorme romancer's

vision, and no suci ideas have exer antered the Ministerial
brain ; if lie ncans to admit that teachers, ispectors and
other scholars ma% have sonie opinions vorth constderation,
and lias resolved to follow the comiion sense course of author-
îizng such books as nay be put on the " best" list, after
careful examination by the ripest minds anongst us, without
attemptmng tu squeeze the whbole teailhmig proiession, and al
the " thinking schbolars" mnto the narron rut of a dogmatical and
imipracticable one-book system, vhy then we have only to
regret la ing beei su iisled, and to wisb himi God-speed i lis
good work. But vill lie not, in indulgence to duil brains
please speak less aib guously next time.

A horse requires at least2,466 cubic feet of fresi air per hour.
Tie Englhsh armiay regulatnuns alluw mn new stables to aci horse,
1.605 cubic feet, and IO square feet of fluor space.

" Ah !" siglhed the senimental Snozeinbloon as he gazed upon
thre landscape, 'ah, what is su uid as thre hills i I Tho valeys, ny
dear,' respuanded Mrs. S., and Stuozenabiuuim luoked disgusaLed.

A father %vas telhînug his ltle son about the vonders of nodern
science. "Look at astroniomiy, now ; mon have le.arned the dist-
ance of thie stars, and, with tieir spectroscopes, wlhat tlhey are
Made of " " Yus," said the boy, "azid, pa, isn't it strange hov
they founid out all their naimxesï"

A writer in tie Naneteenth Ceiatury says that the beautiful mol-
ody su goerally attrbuted tu Irelanad. " 'e r Girl 1 Leit Beiaiîd
M1e," is of purely English orîigi, and was pubiied mîa England
long befure it was firsc played i Ireland by tie soldicrs of William
III.


