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THE LATE PROFESSOR MACK ERRAS, OF QUEEN'S
UNIVERSITY, KINGSTON.

T HE educational interests of Can.
ada, in common with other im-

portant interests, have snffered a
severe loss in the recent lamented
death of the late Proft,.or Mackerras,
Classical Profcssor in Queen's Uni-
versity, Kingston. As widely beloved
as lie vas profoundly rtspected, Pro-
fessor Mackerras united in hinself an
unusual conbinition of valuable qu ili-
ties which made him a peculiarly suc-
cessful and influential teacher, as %ielt
as a most valuable member of his
University staff, in which his too early
removal leaves a blank most deeply
regretted, both by those who had en-
joyed his instructions as a Professor,
and by the colleagucs who had su
great reason to value his energetic co-
operation and his faithful counsels.

Professor Mackerras began his own
University course at the early age of
fourteen. But being gifted with un-
usual quickness of apprehension and
clearness of mental grasp, and also
having enjoyed the careful teaching
of his father, then Grammar schoul
master at Cornwall, lie speedily dis-
tinguished himself in ail bis classes,
carrying off high honours in each of
the departments of study in which lie
engaged. While his accuracy and
industry as a student won the esteem
of his professors, his singularly bright,
genial and lovable nature made him
equally a favourite with his fellow-
students, sone of whom remnained
among his warmest friends through
life, and were among his truest
mourners at his death. Having taken
successively his degrees of Bachelor
and Master of Arts, lie enitered upon

the profession of teaching at a very
early period of bis life, beng for some
tine Grammarschool teacer at (anan-
oque, previous to his being licensed
to the ministry of the Presbyterian
Church. While there lie was niuch
valued as an ardent and eficient
teacher-a favourite with both his
pupils and their parents.

At twenty-one lie became pastor of
the Presbyterian Cliurch at Bowman-
ville, where lie remained for eleven
years, esteened and beloved not only
by his congregation, but by the com-
niunity at large. In 1869 lie resigned
bis pastorate and entered upon the
nost important epoch of his life-con-
sidered trom an educational point of
view-having been chosen by the
trustees of Queen's University to fill
its then vacant Classical Chair. The
old classical languages had always
been his chosen field of study, and
his professorial duties were to hin a
delight. To prosecute with faithful
industry his own studies that he might
muake the path of bis students clearer
and more interesting ; to relieve the
drudgery of dry routine by vivid por-
traitures of the great poets, orators;
and historians of ancient Greece and
Rome, and of the circunstances un-
der which they wrote, or spoke, or
sang, were to him ap/easure no less
than aduty. Sensitively alive, not only
to the literary beauties of the great
writers whose imper.shable works still
forn the basis of our liberal culture,
lie was no less enthusiastic in his ad-
miration of all that was beautiful, and
noble, and heioic in the legends and
histories of Greece and Rome. And


