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ITarp or Sorr Warer 1N Cooking.—Nearly every one knows that Zurd water is
such in consequence of its containing a small qaantity of carbunate of lime, wheiecas
soft water is nearly pure. It may not have occurred v every one that this difference
\ often becomes an important one in the daily process of cvoking. hen vegetables are
; boiled in hard water, a deposit of this lime is wmade upon the surface of the vegetalles,

as peas, beans, corn, &c., by which process the food is not only nut so thoroughly cuvked
5 in a given time, but even when dune is not so well dune. It is always harder when

cooked, and less healthy. T'he minute daposit of lime upun the surface of such vegeta-
§ bles, not only impairs the taste and diminishes the softness of the foud, Lut also acts un-

favorably upon the digestion—an cffect important to those in health, and doubly so to
'é invalids. This subject might be expanded at some length, Lut we merely supgest it,
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and leave it for the reader’s consideration, whether a pure soft water is not preferalle to
hard, for all the ordinary processes of cooking.—J. E. S.

Water-PrRoOF TExTILE TaBrics.—Take one pound of wheat bran, and one ounce of
glue, and boil them in three gallons of water in a tin vessel for half an hour. Now lift
the vessel from the fire, and set it aside fur ten minutes; during this period the bran will
fall to the bottom, leaving a clear liquor above, which is to be poured off, and the bran
thrown away ; one pound of bar soap cut into small pieces is now to be dissolved in it.
Theliquor may be put on the fire in the tin pan, and stirred until all the soap is dissulved.
In another vessel, one pound of alum is dissolved in half a gallon of water; this is add-
ed to the soap-bran liquor while it is Loiling, and all is well stirred; this forms the water-
proofing liquor. It is used while coul. The testile fabric to be rendered water-proof is
immersed in if, and pressed between the hands until it is perfectly saturated. It is now
wrung, to squeeze out as much of the free liquor as possible, then shaken or stretched,
and hung up to dry in a warm rcom, or in a dry atmosphere out-doors. When dry, the
fabric or cloth so treated will repel rain and moisture, but alluw the air vr perspira-
tion to pass through it.
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The alum gluten, gelatine and soap, unite together, and furm an insvluble cumpound,
which coats every fibre of the testile fulric, and when dry, repels water like the natural
oil in the feathers of a duck. There are varivus substances which are suluble in water
singly, but when combined, form insvluble cumpounds, and cice versa.  Alum, svap and
gelatine are soluble in water singly, but furm iusvluble ecompounds when uvited chemi-
cally. Oil is insoluble in water singly, but combined with caustic soda or potash, it
forms soluble soap. Such are some of the useful curivsities of chemistry.—Scientific
American.

SélLE OF NORTH DEVON CATTLE.

We would call attention to the Sale of North Devons by Mr. Walnwright, advertised in our
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(ﬁ present number.  We are assurcd that this is une of the best herds in the United States, and
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the animals advertised will be sold. -
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