BRIEF HISTORY OF-KING PHILIP'S WAR.

THE sole object of this series of papers was, at the beginning,
- the preservation in convenient form of the names of those sol-
diers who served in the Indian War of 1675-7, known as “King
Philip’s War”; so called from the name of the recognized leader
of that war, whose Indian name was Metacom or Pometacom, or
Metacomet; but whom the English called Philip. He was the
second son of Massasoit, who at the settlement of the English at
Plymouth and Boston seems to have been chief sachem of all the
various tribes and fragments of tribes living between the Charles
River and Narraganset Bay, and including that part of Rhode
Island east of the Bay, and also the Cape Cod tribes. The rule of
Massasoit was probably rather indefinite both as to limits of territory
and extent of authority over the subordinate chiefs. While Massa-
80it seems to have been the acknowledged head of the tribes within
the limits above named, the league between the chiefs of the tribes
was evidently very loose, and held mostly for convenience in
defence, and perhaps for the settlement of difficalties between indi-
vidual tribes. The territory of this -Sachem was bounded upon the
west by the Nipmucks and Narragansets. But a very great propor-
tion of this had been sold by the Sachems before the opening of the
war. Massasoit had several children, three of whom are known to
us by name; Wamsutta and Metacom, who came to Plymouth
about 1656 and at their own request received English names from
the Governor, who " christened” them * Alexander” and " Philip.” A
sister of these was the wife of Tuspaquin, chief of the Namaskets ; she
was called by the English * Amie.” Mention is made of another son
and also a daughter, but I have not proper authority for their names.
Alexander married a Sachem’s daughter, or widow, of the Pocasset
tribe, and after his death, soon following Massasoit’s, 1661 or ’62, she
returned to her own people, and ruled there with influence and
ability until the war ; when her second husband, Petananuet, Petono-
wowett, or “Peter Nunnuit” (as he is sometimes called), took sides



