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supporting his heavy brow, while the other,
cgst around the Prestless form of his beloved
sister, seemed to offer protection and to impart
confidence, even while his lips denied the ac-
cents of consolation. Seated on an empty hen-
coop at their head, was Sir Everard Valletort,
his back reposing against the bulwarks of the
vessel, his arms folded across his chest, and his
eyes bent mechanically on the man at the helm,

who stood within a few paces of him,—an at-

‘titude of absorption, which he, ever and anon,

changed to one of anxious and enquiring in-
terest, whenever the agitation of Clara was
manifested in the manner already shown.

The main deck and forecastle of the vessel
presented a similar picture of mingled unquiet-
ness and repose. Many of the seamen might
be seen seated on the gun-carriages, with their
cheeks pressing the rude metal that served
them for a pillow. Others lay along the decks,
with their heads resting on the elevated hatches ;
while not a few, squatted on their haunches with
their knees doubled up to their very chins, sup-
ported in that position the aching head that
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