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wanted o run for some office témorrdw,« and
the sailor vote could elect him, he would have
a regular. walk-over.

- For two days before Christmas every man

‘with any spare time on his hands was out.col-

Tecting boughs and holly to decorate the mess-
rooms for Christmas dinner. Each mess vied
with ‘every other mess for the honors, for- at
dinner on Christmas Day the skipper, with a
party of friends, includinig ladies, would pass
through on “rotinds,” and then the best would

‘not be good emough. The ward-room inside

the, big gate of the navy-yard was_festooned
with flags, bunting andigreens. Inside the
brick barracks on’ the hill" was a veritable
bower of holly and fir, with-Union: Jacks aud

parti-colored stréamers ‘drapéd about 2t all the:

artistic angles the sailor man could imagine.
The ship was also decked out proudly. The
mess-rqom there was gay with flags and
greens, but the captain’s cabin was given es-
pecial attention, for there a party of fourteen
friends of the captain were to take Christmas
dinner.  Naturally, every effort was made to
grace this event, for the honor of the ship and
of the captain.

“Christmas rounds” was, of course, the
great event of the day.. The visit of the cap-
fain to the nten’s quarters'at Christmas dinner
is a yearly event. that mo true sailor would
miss. It is chiefly for this that all the decora-
tions are put up, all the “extra gear” ‘in the
mess-room cleared away, = and, last bnt not
least, the costumes donned by thes mummers.
Christmas mummers are not so well known
now as they once were, but the navy holds to
that tradition as to alk others. No “Christmas
rounds” can be complete wifhotit its mummers.

At exactly half past twelve on Chtistmas

. Day an automobile drives up to the gates of

the navy yard, with Captain Parry and his
friends, Some ladies in 'the party. “The sentry
at the gate salutes respectfully, the long line of
sailors and marines do likewise; and-then—

~right womgnﬁx_ﬂy, forgeting, or not knowing,

A hardy bluejacket escorts on hisarm a blowsy ever, from each mess, for that is part of ths
Tady, who walks with mincing step, the while ‘ ceremony. When he has finished the“rounds™
holding+a flimSy ‘cotton : skirt “high enough he departs as he came, followed by hearty.
to reveal beneath the bell-shaped trousers of cheers. The ship: is then inspected, and the
the sailor. Another lady of sorts parades along - official ceremonies ate. over. 4

g o1 : ' "There are all, kinds of sportsfcarried off on

- wIHE PATHOS CHRISTMAS BRINGS™ " '
Auction of the Effects of Sailors Deceased During the Year." .’

that her-“bustle” is in place on one side only. Christmas Day, although’ ‘tlié dinsef is the
And the music! .. They bring their own principal " “duty.”’: . Fwo/football games were
band “with-them, these, mummers! 'Tia pans, played by the: men of ‘the Egeria:on. Christ-

" tin pails,’titi 1ids, copper kettles, cow-bells;'and mas Day, teams being, chosen from, the various.:

Chinese gongs ‘afe the instruments. “Phere is - watches. Me e T R ;
no air, no motif, but only noise. ol Anotlier, but less pleasant feature of Christ-,
sy e o o mas; was the annual sale of ‘dead’ men’s effects. .
The Kits of the members of the company who
. died during the year aré kept 'to this season
Gnid-alietioned off: 7 - T Dol Gt e S g
3 $ s * o —————

Dark winter nights made light. —~—— : >N ok 5 g e ok B ; o 2 s ; } . i : HECHURCHAND CITYLIFE
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_have set thémselve
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of a new. parish house on
schoolhibuse which has
;(:,‘h&gréh and’ Kdg}#ﬂe Stre

alf a century, * The firs
ably stited

conditions c)f(-l churc

_ling in northern waters, the Egeria has been
o s P " laid up for the ‘winter in the Esquimalt navy
g LIS is the motto that flaunts each yard. Captain Parry is living in his house
‘day and every day in letters of ashore, and the majority of the ship’sicom-
gilt above the after deck of ‘pany have taken up their quarters:in thg'bar-
FI.M.S. Egeria, the ‘survey ship racks at the-yard, leaving only about a’scote .
that ‘just now represents His of men’ aboard the vessel. ¢ So. the Christmas
: Maiqsiy’s navy® in Esquimalt ~festivities were 2 little divided. = Merriment
" harbor. Each and every day the prevailed ‘e:verywpere,' of course, but tl‘ftert_a was
members of :the ship’s company mMore merriment in. the barracks for. the,’sun?le
,  read the motto and endeavor fo Treason that t}lere were more sailors there, Like
carry out its spirit; and Christmas Day. is no the “rooters” at a game of ;fpotb‘all,%ags 1;
exception. | Only, that day they have no rou- - revels in ’}“mb;{'s: 3{1d_ grows ‘;‘:CtO forts
tine, no “duty” in the official sense of the when he finds himself in a min 1y o
word, and so- they define it according to the Not every skipper is like Capta.:n“.’?arry. 1
traditions of their kind, iFor that reason De-7, tell you this because the crew said it fo me,
CO] b’ : cember 25 was a red-letter day in the ship's’ “privatum’et seriatum.” Asa rule the men.are AR
LOo1umpia - calendar, a day of Jack Tar originality, a day ' given Christmas Day for a holiday, with per- well, what follows:is
Indestructibl e of duty loyally performed to turkey, plum pud-_ haps the hatf~day preceding, to enable them to grofip of weird i
Does not wear out. T cheer, &

ding, and all that goes to make up Christas = do a little decorating and lay in their Christ- ! : :
g R R e " mas supplies; But Captain Parry was deter- xéﬁfaffma:f Tl ' 1£0] :
1 not break. A To the ‘wanderer far from home and kin- mingd to give his men full advantage of the 4 0 o on eit ; 7. hehind are the: bluejac “ Eyerybody -is .
Can-he. sent. br o0 dred Christmas Day is -sometimes. a gloomy - holiday, ind so he relaxed the rontine as much ") e time a burs : , Taupliings gnjoyig the: stuation: immenselyy - 00 @ ; ULA’ 0. H
40(: E&Ch feast. | It recalls, sometimes with sadness and  as possible; From Thursday at noon unfil to- as the tomtoms of the Asiatics, assa 5 And so they come 1o, al;;ac:.ks;.' i ) ; Al
® ] /
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: P ki o duty was declared off, 3s far \ rs 3re. e captain's Buest

regret, the days of long 2go, the family gath- - -morrow orning ) g The mummers 3re there .- Ihe captain’s guests,

eﬂg‘fgsy before the blazing hearth, all the merry - as possible.  Men cou}ﬁ gg in and c_)ucte rolfeﬁ;e o kb - : ; 1c ship in the capta

routs and pastimes that belong by tradition to, navy yard gates at will, the marine ° o % e ' : ' taifs takes dinner with the'men.' Hg chith;
Yuletidé at home. “The sailors'of the Egeria ~who exercises gnceasing “vigilance ?’t.l. B i e i s, mti
are all English.boys.: banished- by the terms of ' trance reServing hl; cl_lallenge for civi xafns lm' “sond floor of the barracks;-and entérs, receiv-:-,
their Service to the westerly confines af the that . interval, the ‘strict programme O b; (;e ing a_vocifcrous cheer from' the long tables. ¢
: s — Eenpice Honsatids of mifes from ‘the Christ- day was p;-a»ctxcally. given up, and every )' from the door. at. the ‘end*of the :room the . rive * Ahe? . s
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. «JACK AT PLAY”. . L8 : : o ,
.. "' A Pleasing Group of Beauties Prepared ta Weleome the Commander o i h’"""" Chbge: Affogt. """ U4 Ous 1A Chore °“ GM i y e
: ; % Sh : iy o , i ke g ing 2 cortidorzin - the centre. Fach mess is fortable corridor safbpp cars,_w:th sleeping and
mas scenes of their early youth. But WKE th; 7:‘?Zfr’ég?istimg:d:tri:,?ﬁ?‘s??;ﬁ?gg %12 %eel'exdtg G e s " shut off frong it ' neighbor . by, draperies of lavatory accognmodigfn, will c?‘r}lvey hllt'tl: to
sailor banishment does not s?ell.g'!OOm. i api- -édj'himéelf~ﬁiodefétely well: s : : ¢ flags. ‘The Whole groom . is gay wifh green _Kimberley _without change, whi ;. on : ree
able 0. gl B fits huteet el 12, 'lfs I But that was not all. As a rule the Jack- ; Fraw Y G e - Lbranches and?f%ng};t calored bunting, but each ‘days a week the entire journey §'omh ape};
vironment, and has two main objectsin lite, t0 . ¢ "o oun Clivisimad g e In these strange figures you would never . iness ha.sgdopted its own distinctive scheme of town to Bulawayo' may be made in 3 n])ug
do his duty, and to.be metEy, b e sa?fé? rc?oc:s siot mind this, and is quite capable récognize ithe “Ylert 'sailor laddies who 'drifl - decoration. Some” of * these schemes arc cars of first or second ¢lass. A train de luxe,
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Kot s dbings. ‘ot board Parry d?ﬂ{iﬂ  to 1 y e 0 < TR ot d the line, stopping. veyin mails and passengers, and so timed as
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