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THE CITY CHARTER.

One of the recommendahons ot Thurs-
dny. night's meeting was that a special
charter should be obtained for Victoria.
We favor this idea. The principle that

general statutes should be passed and
‘ that all communities should be organized
under them has some good features, be-|
cause it secures uniformity of law. It
4is wvery popular in the Coast States,
where it is theught to afford a protection
" smpainst the putting up of " legislative
jebs: In practice it works quite the other
way, for it leads to special Tegislation
disgoised as general law, and thus opens
the door to all manner of abuses. So
much mischief has resulted from this
that -many of the -cities have adopted
special charters, under a provision in all
the state laws authorizing them to do
so. In some of the eastern provinces all
the towns and cities have ‘their special
acts of ineorporation, it being found
necessary’ in mearly every case to 1aake;
some special provision owing {0 the pe-
culiar circumstances surrounding the
municipality.

We commend to. the consideration of
the Committee of Fifty the charter of
the city of St. John, N.B., adopted we
think about 1890. Our recolléction is
that this charter esablishes a perma-
nent executive board under the control
of the city council, and that the duty
.‘of the council is almost exclusively leg-
islative. The relation between the com-
missioners and the council is something
“like that between the officials of a com-
pany and the board of directors, or be-
tween the executive council and the pro-
vincial legislature, A permanent execu-
tive board ensures continuity of policy;
the. vesting of the legislative power in

the purse strings.

‘One advantage of having a specxal
chater is that amendments can be read-
ily and efficiently made. Each city has
its own special needs, and to meet these
special legislation is often needed. It
séems unwise to amend the general mun-
jcapal act simply for the purpose of
mieeting an exigency arising in some
eity. Moreover, as any one will admit
who has watched the progress of amend-
ments to the municipalities act, these are
usually delayed until a late day in the
session, and so many interests have to
be taken into account that frequently
amendments are killed principally
cavse they are not properly understood.
The people of Victoria ought to be quite
able to decide upon what they need in
the ‘way of city government, and not be
compelled to have their requirements

. comsidered as to how meeting them
will affect some other part-of the pro-
vinee. A charter framed along the lines
‘indicated in the resolution adopted by
the ﬂéeﬁng would be likely to give gen-

_eral satisfaction,

:  NEEDLESS ALARM.

Some property owners believe that if
they rélinquish their control bver the
ineurring of municipal indebtedness, a
big burden of debt will be rolled up.
Such observations as the Colonist has
bemlhletomakeshowthisfcnrtobe
_groundless. The mass of people are
‘conscrvative—of course, we use the word
_in ite dictionary sense, and not as it is
employed politically. - There is no idea
_more firmly grounded in the mind of the
workingman of limited means than that
in the end he pays all the taxes. He
will tell you that the man, who lives
upon the income from his property or
iquctmanu, creates nothing of value
‘and cannot contribute any-
thing to maintenance of govern-
‘ment, no matter how willing he may be.
. He will tell you that it is the man, who
‘by hig industry, entérprise or labor, pro-
‘duces or enables others to produce things
‘that people want, who bears every bur-
den- of a financial nature that can be
placef upon & community. We do not
_propose te enter into any discussion of
ﬂ:e soundness of this view. All we
wish to do is to point out that it exists
and makes the class of men, so much
fezred by some property owners, the
most conservative class of citizens. The
mdn who pays five dollars taxes usually
is more opposed to having it increased to
35.2' than the man who pays $100 is to
an “werease to $105. This conservatisne
::ﬁ::: majority is one of the safest

to eount wupon in munici

affairs.  Ask at the wm'o:n oﬂl:ef
and you will be “old that the _consumer,
Wwhose bill runs up into several dollars
a month, objects to an increase much
less strenuously than those who pay the
minimum charges. The conservatism of
‘the small taxpayer is one of the factors
recognized in municipal poutica every-
where. ' It would be easy to cite in-
stances in which it has prevented the
dncvurring of liabilities, but difficult to
cite a single instance where this class
of the population have availed them-
selves of their numerical power ‘to put
heavy burdens upon the property-owning
1minoerity.

THE PRICE OF*WHEAT.
The Canadian Trade Review thinks
the ontlook is for a higher price for
wheat than now prevails, and it bases
its belief wholly upon the condition of

the Rpssian crop, which it says is so
mﬂstac_ﬁox_'_y that the abolition of the

A ¢ It turtber says that the
in other parts of the world, outsidc

16 “Teserves on hand have been
The only available source

three months or more before the crop of

India and ‘Argentine is ready. The Re-

| view, from its investigation of the whole
subject, conmcludes that, while there is
no likelihood of the high prices of last
year being reached, wheat is certain to
command a reasonably good figure all
winter, with the prospect of a good rise
immediately, if the export of Russian
grain is prohibited.
KITCHENER’'S WELCOME.

The thousands, who thronged the Lon-
don streets to welcome Lord Kitchener
of Khartoum on his return from smash-
ing the Khalifa, were not actuated sole-
ly by curiosity to see a successful gen-
eral about whom all the world was talk-
ing. Possibly few of them. were ani-
mated by that feeling alone. The gath-
er'ng was a demonstration of the senti-
ment which now stirs the British pub-
lic as it has rarely been stirred in recent
years. Never before were the subjects
of Her Most Gracious Majesty more
conscious of ‘the responsibilities of im-
perial dominion and more determined not
to shirk them in the least particular.
Down in the bottom of their hearts the
Britons are a fighting race. A thick
veneer of business overlies the founda-
tion, but a deep enough scratch wil lay
it bare. The Kiiser scratched it with
his Kruger telegram; France seratched
it by its claim to Fashoda. When a
man  like Kitchener comes home from
his victories, the veneered side of the
naticnal character is turned dewn for
the time being and the old fighting Bri-
ton asserts himself.

Foreign governments will not fail to
note the feeling to which the events on
the Nile have given rise, and which
found expression first when the Guards
came home, and next in the welccme to
the Birdar. Such a people, with such
an army, such a fleet, such inexhaustible
resources in men and treasure, is not to
be defied with impunity. Every man of
the ten thousand British soldiers who
followed Kitchener up the Nile, was a
voiunteer, Every man who serves with
‘the colors ashore, or with the fleet at
sea, is a volunteer. And every man, who
helped to fill the London streets with
shouts of welcome, is a possible volun-
teer whenever his country calls for his
services. And there is no fighting stuff
in the world equal to it. Dash and
steadiness, subordination and individual-
ity, these and all the other qualities
which go to make up soldiers are found
in every family of Britons. The men
who stood in the squares all day at
Waterloo and broke the prowess of Na-
poleon, as a rock breaks the billow, the

be- men who followed Colin Campbell up

the heights of Alma, the raw recruits
who faced death in the Redan, the
heroes of Balaclava, the column which
marched through Lucknow’s long street
behind Havelock and Outram, the sol-
diers of the Chitral force, the men who
smashed the Khalifa—these were not
picked men, They were simply young
fellows who took the *“Queen’s Shill-
mg" because they did not happen at the
time to see anything better to do, and
their leaders were men who chose the
profession of arms largely because no
other field of occupation was available.
Yet nothing seems able to withstand
them. They ecan outclass the native of
tropical wildernesses in fortitude and
cunning; they can beat the mountain-
eer of the Himalayas at the game to
whichi .he was born; they can bear the
fierce sun and the sand - storm of the
desert like any Bedouin; they can stand
shoulder to shoulder or back to back and
meet death as unflinchingly as any mar-
tyr who ever perished at the stake. And
the point that we want to get into our
minds is that, if out of the surging
thousands who welcomed Kitchener any
proportion were selected at random and
drilled for a few months, they would do
all these things as well as the men who
have in times past and on so many
fields won imperishable renown for the
flag of Britain. Irish, Scotch or English
—it matters not what part of the United
Kingdom he comes from, the British
soldier may be counted on with certainty
1o do his duty as he sees it, and he gen-
erally sees it aright.

Like the marshalling of the Flying
Squadron. the welcome to the hero of
Omdurman will set the nations thinking.
The best way to secure peace is to be
ready for war. The world has had
sufiicient’ evidence that the British peo-
ple have no intention of being imposed
upon and that they know how to take
their own part whenever and wherever
it may be necessary.

AN ARBITRARY DISMISSAL.

Although there have been rumors afloat
for seme time that Police Magistrate
Macrde was to be dismissed to make a
phce for some supporter of the local gov-
crmnt the feeling throughout the eity
yesterday, when it became known
through the Colonist that he had been
suspended and that his dismissal was
likely to follow as a matter of course,
was one of pained surprise. Mr, Macrae
has made an excellent magistrate. He
fully understands the requirements of
such a position, which calls for the exer
cise of a good deal of practical common
sense. Without saying that he took such
a course, it may be mentioned that in
all cities pelice magistrates are permit-
ted to exercise a wide discretion, which
some times cannot always be sustained
by the strict letter of the law. The
class of people and -the nature of the
offences with which such a judge has to
deal are such that justice is as often bet-
fter done by following a line of condact,
which in the higher courts would excite
criticism. We make these observations
#ot to excuse anything which Mr, Ma-
crae may have done, but simply to em-
phasize the point that the incumbent of
Ris position ought to be a man with ex.
perience u' fhe ways of men-and. a judg
ment ripened by éxperience. These qualj-

ot'mtheﬁca,toritwiubeym

.

ties Mr. Macrae possesses in no ordin-
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ary degree, and he has exhibited them so
conspicdously that it can be said with
perfect truth that he has given the fullest:
satisfaction in. his responsible position.

The very arbitrary manner in which
the Attorney-General has dealt with him
excites much indignation. No one be-
lieves that the suspension is due to the
alleged irregularity in the case of the
sailor Liddy. This is simply the pretext
not the reason for the suspension. It
was determined some time ago that he
should be dismissed, and al] that has
been ‘wanting was something that would
give a shadow of an excuse for executive
interference. The very trivial nature of’
the charge shows that the Attorney-Gen-
eral was unable to discover a serious
reason.

It will occur to many people that Mr.
Martin is asserting a prerogative right
to govern this province, which may easily
become intolerable. The  precedent
which he has set is one that may be push-
ed to an extreme. If he is to sit in
review upon the acts of police magis-
trates and constitute himself a court of
appeal, which will rectify alleged wrongs
by dismissing the magistrate, we have a
new regime inaugurated that in the
hands of a government, which declares
through its chief organ, edited by one of
the ministers, that the principles of the
British constitution do not apply to Brit-
ish Columbia, may lead to no ene knows
what. If the government had decided
to give Mr. Macrae’s place to one of their
friends, who demanded some reward for
his political services, and had dismissed
him without assigning any reason, the
act wounld have had the merit of cour-
age, however unjustifiable it may have
been. But when we find Mr. Martin, who
happens through an accident of politics
to be dressed in a little brief authority,
exereising the powers of a czar and court
of appeal combined, usurping the latter
function to exercise the employment of
the former, which he dared not use with-
out some pretext, it is time to direct
public attention to the course which af-
fairs are taking in this province, and to
point out that if a man, who entertains
such ideas of his powers, as Mr. Martin
does, is allowed to continue as the vir-
tual government of British Columbia; we
may wake up some morning to learn
something even more startling than. the
news of Mr. Macrae's suspension. Mr.
Martin talks about submitting his action
to_his colleagues. This will be like the
fashion in the theatres of a quarter of
a century ago, when a farce always fol-
lowed the tragedy. Mr. Martin con3sult-
ing his colleagues about anything is a
figure of speech. It is a sort of diplo-
matic expression. Mr. Martin will con-
sult his colleagues in' the same sense
as he comsulted his stenographer. before
writing his note of suspension to Mr.
Macrae. He will tell them what he wants
done and they will do it. Mr. Joseph
Martin, late of Winnipeg, is the govern-
ment of this country.

Apart altogether from the merits of
this dismissal, the action of Mr. Martin
is calculated to call forth the condemna-
tion of the people of the province. It is
difficult for people to realize that a man,
who has been only two years in British
Columbia, can upon his mere whim bring
about the dismissal of a valuable public
servant, and one who has been for a
long time the incumbent of a responsible
position. Who is safe under such
eircumstances? The work of dismissal,
which has been lately going on,
has been of a character, which will not
meet with the approval of a people, who
are lovers of fair play and decent treat-
ment of public employees. In every case
thé persons sent adrift have either been
the heads of families or women with
others dependent npon them for support.
They have been turned off with from no
notice at all to a coupie of weeks’ warn-
ing. There has been no thought given
as to what would ‘become of them and
those who look to them for support.
Merciless and summary, the goyern-
mental executioners have wielded the axe
sparing meither age nor sex. - It has been
by all means the most brutal and in-
famous spectacle ever presented in. this
province. The gentlemen who are asso-
ciuted with Mr. Martin temporarily: in
the government of this province have
hitherto been reputed as not devoid of
the principles -of ordinary decency mnor
oblivious to the amenities upon which
our social life exists.. They have, how-
ever;, in their treatment of public ser-
vgnts displayed a brutality, without pre-
cedent in the history of any part of Can-
ada. British Columbia is deeply dis-
graced by eonduct of such a nature. In
regard to dismissals from the public de-
partments, if these were felt to be neces-
sary on the score of economy, at least
the sufferers by the mew policy ought

40 have been given sufficient time to!

make some little ;preparation for the
change in their lives. Public employees
belonging to the permanent staff have
always consnderei their tenure of office
dependent upon good behaviour. They
have never thought it necessary to be on
the lookout for other employment. Con-
sequently when, without any notice or
what practically is no notice at all,
they are discharged, their condition is
very serious in most cases. But what
cares Mr. Joseph Martin for sentimental
considerations of that kind? What care
the men who seem to be mere puppets to
register his decrees. ' We alwnys sup-
posed that Mr. Semlin would at least ex-
tend reasonably decent treatment to
those over whom he temporarily and
nominally has comtrol, but he seems to
have been either unwilling or unable to
do so. Perhaps he dare not assert him-
self for fear Mr., Martin will tell him to
go. In the case of Mr. Macrae, the
equrse pursued exhibits a refinement of
cruelty and an assumption of autocratic
power, which we venture to say will
startle the people of the province when
it becomes generally. known and.under-
steod .

It is freely stated that the reason (f

Mr. Macrae’s dismissal is that he vem}
tured to commit-Senator Templeman and
Hewitt Bostock, .M.P.,, for trial on 2
charge of libel, and that his official scalp’
was demanded as a lesson to him and to
all others not to lay unholy hands upon
the apostles of the debased Gritism in
vogue in British Columbia. We do not
know what foundation there is for this
statement, but it is true that immedi-
ately after the parties named were
bound over, threats were freely made
that in the event of a change of govern-
ment, Mr. Macrae would be promptly
dismissed.

We hope that ; when the legislature
meets; the first vote will put an end to a
regime that has been so iniquitously be-
gun. We feel very confident that the
voters of the province will discover a
way. on the first opportunity, to show
Mr. Martin and the men whom he con-
trols that they do not value the saving
of a few dollars higher than decent
treatment of tried public servants, and
that such arbitrary and unjust acts as
the suspension of Police Magistrate Ma-
crae cannot be done with impunity.

AN EXAMPLE OF INGitATITUDE

The Province attempts to read the
World out of the Liberal party. It is
of no special imteérest to the Colonist
how the Liberal-party reconciles the
opposing ‘faction8 which divide it. That
party is in a hopeless ntinority in British
Columbia, and is likely to remain so for
scme time to come. It is because the
party is in such &’ condition that we feel
able to take a’disinterested view of the
conduct of the’Province. We do not
recall anything quite as base in politics.
Mr. McLagan ‘was a staunch Liberal
before -Mr. Hewitt Bostock, whose
spokesman the Province is, was out of
pinafores. He wserved his party weil
gnd faithfully i Ontario, and after-
wards in Manitoba. For years he was
the mainstay of Liberalism in this prov-
jnee. During the campaign of 1896 he
did yeoman’s service, throngh the World
and otherwise, and the fact that Mr.
RBostock has a seat in the House of
Commons and any political standing
whatever, is due to Mr. McLagan and
the World more than to any other
agency except his bank account. Messrs.
Maxwell and Morrison, the two other
Liberal Mainland members, owe their
seats largely to Mr. McLagan and his
newspaper.  The Colonist has not been
able to agree with the World in its
views of federal questions, but it has
ever recognized it as a fearless and able
champion of its party’s interests. When
Mr. Bostock was coquetting with the
Conservatives of Victoria for recogni-
tion, Mr. McLagan and the World were
fighting the battle of the party out of
wEich the Province would ‘now drive
him.
tock’s paper has taken is of a piece with
the policy which dominates the party,
and will lead t¢its overthrow at the
hands of an indignant electorate at the
first opportunity. It is actaated by the
pérnieions spiriti’ef bossism. * ‘We be-
leve, however, that Mr. McLagan will
be able to show his jealous and ungrate-
ful enemy that he reckons without his
host in his last move.

THE FIRE LOAN.

The Mayor has kindly furnished the
Colonist with a statement of the several
purposes to which it is proposed te put
the money that will be borrowed under
the by-law submitted to the citizens for
adoption on Thursday next. They are as
follows: :

New engine .. 4 io i o0 sein
New chemical .. - 2
Lot and ﬁrehail Hast End .. ..
Two teams and harness .. .. ..
1,000 feet hose .. .. .. .. .. ..
20 hydrants .. .. .. ..

10 alarm boxes .. .. .. .. .. 0.
Whart at foot Yates e
Furniture and gongs Ty
Fire hall, Victoria West .. .. ..

Total .. ee oe . .$20,200

The only item in this list that requirés
explanation is that for the wharf at the
foot of Yates street. The object of this
expenditure is to provide a means where-
by, in case of fire on the water front,
an engine can get down so as to fake
water from the harbor. It is hardly ne-
cessary to say that such an arrangement
would be highly-desirable.

It is to be hoped that there will be no
hesitation on the. part of the voters in
adopting  thist* by-law,, The sum
asked is not large. The chief engineer
of the department says that the improve-
ments mentioned are absolutely neces-
sary to give the eity reasonably good pro-
tection. against ‘fire.. The observation of
every one mustStell him that additienal
protection is needed.

There is a faint hope, says the Nelson
Miner, that the Semlin government will
have a majority of one. Will the Miner
kindly teH us hew -it divides a house of
thirty-eight members so that one party
can bave a majority of one?

The Rossland Leader sizes up the fed-
eral situation thus: If Laurier brings
on a general election now, he may be
beaten; if he holds on until the general
election comes round in due course of
time, he must be beaten.

Afriea is to be under British control
from Alexandria to Zanzibar, and from
the Cape to Lake Tanganyika. If we
read the recent correspondence between
tha French and British governments
anent Fashoda, it is the intention of the
latter to assert a right to control a
strip of territory from the Gulf of
Guinea to the Red Sea. That is to say,
a great cross of St..George will be laid
tipon the map of Africa, and be painted
red.

It cost the, Sultan about $3,000,000 to
eptertain the Kaiser, and there is a good,
deal of growling in official quarters be-
cause this outlay means a stand-off of
salaries for an indefinite period.

The line of ‘action which Mr. Bos-|

000 | again.

| vice, while startling old women al} the

Acecording to Mr,  G.7Auf'Wade, who
writes, for Pearson’s. Magazine, there
have been 287 famous men produced in
the United Kingdom in the last 198
years. Of these, England has produced
179, Scotland 50, Ireland 51, and Wales
7. According :to thése figures, Scot-
land has had the most proportionately
to population, Ireland next, England
next, and Wales last of all. The value
of cuch statistics as these is mueh dimin-
ished by the fact that there is no in-
fallible test for fame. Thus Mr. Wade,
after enumerating statesmen, orators,
literary men, artists, lawyers, scientists,
merchants, explorers, soldiers, sailors
and clergymen, has ‘a miscellaneous
class embracing six natives of England
and none from the other parts of the
kingdom. By the way, if you were
asked to name from memory the fifty
greatest men -of the British race, who
would they be? Send your list to the
Colonist,

EERESUF I eI
The first monarch to kiss the Pope is
said to have been Oscar of Sweden.
When he was presented to the Pontiff,
the latter stepped forward to meet him
and extended his hand. Under such
clrcumstanceg it is de rigeur for a Cath-
olic prince to kneel and kiss the out-
stretched hand. All Protestant princes
before Oscar. have taken the Pope’s
hand in theirs and bowed very low.
Oscar gave His Holiness a hearty hand-
shake, and to the amazement of those
around, threw his arms around the|
fragile form before him and kissed the
Pope thrice upon the cheek. The Pope
is said to have been greatly pleased at
the icnovation, and to have been much
aitracted to the stalwart Norse king.
Needless to say, when the Kaiser was
presented, he.imitated the example of
his brother of Sweden. Wilhelm does
not bow gracefully to anything or any-
body.

The people of Victoria have a rare op-
portunity to-day to hear spperb music.
In the afternoon. the wonderful child
pianiste, Paloma Schramm, will give a
recital in the Institute hall and in the
evening Bennett’s Band will play in the
Victoria theatre. It is not the custom
of the Colonist to commend entertain-
ments editorially to its readers; but the
opporty¥iies of hearing first class music
in tht ecity are so rare that it is only
rigk. from an educational point of view
ta direct special attention to entertain;
ments of exceptional merit.

Some people object that Victoria can
never be an important city because it is
on an island. New York is a tolerably
large and prosperous town, yet, as Eras-
tus Wiman has been telling the people
there, it is on an island, and everything
that goes in or comes out must be trans-
shipped. “New York,” says Mr. Wiman,
was never meant by nature to be a
railway terminus.” ' Yet all railways
terminate in New York, as all roads
Jead to Rome.  This shows how nature
sometimes miscalenlates. .

The News-Advertiser devotes a good!
deal of space to a defence of the gov-
ernment against some alleged attacks on
necount of the reduction of the pay of
men who work on the roads from $2.50
to $2 ' a day. A somewhat diligent
perusal of the opposition press has not
led us to obsetve any such assault upon
Mr. Semlirr and his colleagues, as our
contemporary talks about. Its article
is probably another case which shows
that “a  guilty conscience needs no
accuser.”

E. Stone Wiggins has broken out
The fact that the Conservative
government permitted K. Stone Wiggins
to hang on to the skirts of the civil ser-

werld over by his weather prophecies,
almost counterbalances the construction
of the Canadian Pacificc. He should
have been abolished by act of parlia-
ment,

Silver has dropped a quarter of a cent,
ret the price is at a muech higher figure
than it has reached for a long time.
This is good for Slocan.

The Province comments approvingly
upon the action of the French govern-
ment in resigning as soon as a vote of
want of confidénce: was passed. Mr.
Semlin  will please takeé notice of what
is expected of him. '

It is reported in London that the Duke
of York intends to make a visit to' Can-
ada npext year, in which event he will
probably take a tnp through the Unjted
States.

The news of the despatch of a crais-
er from Esquimait to Tahiti is not neces-
sarily cause for excitement, the move-
ment being probably only precautionary
and in the nature of an objeet lesson.
It is in line with the despatch a few days
ago of warships from the Halifax sta-
tion to the French West Indies; and in
the absence of cable advices as to fresh
complications is no_ indication that the
gituation is more critical than had been
sup
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AN"INTERESTING FIND.
Recenitly there has been discovered a
tablet giving an aceount of the deluge.
It is fragmentary, but there is enough
of it to show that it is upwards of
4,000 years old, and that it is the copy
of an older record. This is the third
version of this event that has been pre-
served, the others being the -Hebraic
account as given in the Book of Genesis,
and the Babylonian tablet. They agree
in all essential features, such differences
as exist being those that would likely
occur where different writers undertake
to give an account of an ancient tradi-
tion. We see precisely similar differ-
ences in the legends preserved by the
aboriginal tribes of America. They do
not cast doubt upon the reality of the
event desecribed, any more than the
variations in the testimony given in a
court of justice, as to how an accident
ocenrred, are ground for believing that
it did not occur at all.

It is mot claimed that the wnter of
either of the versions of . the deluge
legend was an eye-witness of it. It is
not claimed that either of them lived
thhm a thousand years or more of the
catastrophe which they describe. What
they told they learned from hearsay.
They do mnot corroborate each other as
to the happening of the event. What
they establish is that at a period at least
forty centuries ago the people, who then
lived in Eastern Asia, had a tradition
of a deluge which was regarded as uni-
versal, and from which only a very
small portion of the human family es-
caped. They also agree that the tradi-
tion attributed the escape of anyone to
the direct interposition of the Deity.
Just here it may "be interesting to men-
tion that the name by which the Deity
is ‘called in a legend is of no particular
moment, It may be Jehovah, or Elo-
him, or Aa, or something else. The
great point of interest is that all ac-
counts of the deluge agree as to the
intervention of a supreme power. Thus
we have established two things—the ac-
cepted belief of people who lived forty
centuries ago that at some previous
date in the history of the world there
was a terribly destructive deluge, arnd
that there is an over-ruling divinity
without whose interposition the whole
human race would have become extinct.
This disposes of that class of criticism,
which objects to the Old Testament,
beeause, among other things, it contains
the deluge story, which they claim was
an invention of some comparatively
modern Jewish writer. 5

Who were the people who preserved
this record and this belief ? The ques-
tion cannot be answered with any de-
gree of definiteness. The tablet that
has lately heen discovered appears to
have been written by some historian of
Cheldea, from which country Abra-
ham emigrated. We know very little
ahout the inhabitants of Chaldea, ex-

in commerce and architecture more than
twenty centuries before Christ. "They
worshipped the Moon-god, who ' has
been identified with Aa, the deity who
saved man from destruction, according
to the Chaldean tablet. From out of
this great and prosperous people Abra-
ham came, and while he brought with
him the traditions preserved orally and
by inscriptions, he also gave his own
explanation of them. He was the first
historic teacher of monotheism. He
was doubtless a great thinker. He was
doubtless touched with the finger of in-
spiration. We are not without modern
instances of ~“men who have deserted
home and all the advantages of high
civilization and culture, in order to set
up the worship of God in a purer form
that it could be practiced in on atmos-
rhere of licentiousness.

When we take this view of ‘the case,
we will read the story of the deluge as
told in Genesis with a new interest. We
see now that it is a version of an event,
which the most aneient civilized race,
of whom we have any knowledge, be-
lieved to have occurred substantially as
it is told therein, but that the explana-
tion of it as given by the Hebrew writers
is that accepted by Abraham when ani-
maled by a belief in the existence of one
deity, and only one.

To disbelieve in the occurrence of a

a deluge, is to confess to great ignor-
ance, Upon no, subject that can , be
named is there greater unanimity of
tradition. It is senseless to suggest, as
some do, that the traditions are all
simply reproductions of the Hebraic
story.
trolling factor in the religious life of the
world ever since it happened. = It was
of terrific ‘magnitude. It is explicable
only by assighing as a cause some tre-
mendous astronomical event. Possibly
th> ' universal legend, that those who
were saved owed their salvation to
divine interposition, may be explained
by supposing that this event was fore-
seén by some wise men, who took pre-
cautions which enabled them to escape
its fury. Of this we may feel certain:
There was a deluge, and it was the
greatest event that has happened within
the memory of man.

‘We congratulate Port Angeles upon
the event which marked yesterday, and
hope that the enterprise that has been
80 auspiciously begun may speedily be
carried to a successful conclusion. Vie-
toria_has a very great interest in the
establishment of railway connection be-
tween Port Angeles and the continental
lines. ' That city is the nearest point on
the continent to our own. Many rea-
sons can be given why capitalists should
feel disposed to undertake the construc-
tion of such a line. With a very fine
harbor nearer the ocean than any other
in these waters, and nearly a hundred
miles nearer tham Seattle, Port Angeles
‘with “ tailway connection ought to be
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come a very important seaport. So
mote it be. "
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tustrophe, which was in the nature of:

This event has been the con-

FLEET ON THE MOVE.

H. M. S. Amphion Sails South This
Morning Her Reported Destina-
tion Being Tahiti.

-

Other V/essels Are Likely Also to
Proceed to the French
Pgssessions.

While the latest reports from London
as to the crisis with France over the
Fashoda trouble are of a pacific nature,
the news of the war preparations in
England and the sailing of the North
Atluntlc squadron for the French West
Indies proves that Great Britain is in
any event prepared for eventualities.
Here on the Pacifie station it is under-
stood, from the movements of the last
day or, two of the ships of the Esqui-
malt fleet, that there was something in
the wind, and this was borne out last
night by the news that H. M. 8. Am-

phion, which has just come out of dock,
hus already been fully provisioned and
edpled; ‘and this morning at 9 o’clock
sails south, ostensibly for the purpose of
relieving her sister ships, the Phaeton,
now at Coquimbo. At the same time,
it is understood that both the Amphion
and Phaeton have in reality been or-
dered to the Seciety Islands, the import-
ant group owned by France in the South
Seas, and perhaps better known as
Tahiti, the name of the principal island
of that group. The flagship arrived in
Esquimalt yesterday morning from
Comox, and apparently there must have-
been some fresh orders received on Fri-
day night, for signals were flashed from
Esquimalt for the purpose of attracting
her attention and getting her to make
port during the night; instead of stand-
ing off til morning. Hewever, she was
too far out to catch the signals. The
Imperieuse begins coaling this morning,
and will be all in readiness to sail on
Thursday, presumably in the same di-
rection as the Amphion. The Leander
has been recalled from Comox. All
these preparations do not necessarily
need to cause alarm, for no doubt it is
just for the purpose of getting ready in
case of accident, when they. would be
very handy to have around the French
possessions.

The Society islands are by no means
an unimportant group, for they consist
of quite a bunch of islands, with Tahiti
as the head, with a population ot some-
12,000 and an area of 412 square miles.
The principal exports are mother of
pearl, copra, cotton and vanilla, and a
good deal of attention is given also to
coffee growing. The export and import
tradec amounts to somewhere between
two and three million dollars a year.,
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DISASTERS ON THE LAKES.

Steamer “Doty” B:l;ved to Have Gone
Down With All Hands—The St.
Peter Vlchms

Gleveland 0., Oct. 28.—The steamer
L. R. Doty, which it is believed was lost
durmz the recent great storm on Lake
Michigan, was owned by the Cuyahoga
Transit Company of this cnty. he car-
ried a crew of
A telegram was received at the office
of the company here to-day from its Chi-
cago representatives stating that there
was strong indications that the Doty had
been lost with all hands. The Doty was
a wooden steamer and was built at West
Bay, City, Mich., in 1893. ' Her capacity
was 1,100 net tons. She was 201 feet
long and 41 fet beam. Her insurance
value was $190, 000.

Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 28—By _ the
sinking of ‘the schooner St. Peter in:Lake
Ontario off Sodus Point, reported yeste
day, six lives were lost, including Mrs.
John Griffin, wife of the captain, also the
n:ate, John i(c‘crate, of Kingston, a sea-
man named Bosworth, aged: 23 years,
and three Swedes, who shij at Os-
wego a few days ago, and whose names
were unknown.

Captain Griffin, the only survivor, is
now at Charlotte, whem he told the
story of the disaster. He is a part
owner. The Captain has two children
living at Toledo. The St. Peter left Os-
wego with for a man named
Schenck, of Toledo.
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