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THE CRY OF SECTIONALISM.

In appealing to the voters of British
Columbia for an endorsement of ity
course during the past four years, the
ministry of which Hon. Mr. Turner is
the leader can have no reason to feel
that they will be confronted with any
well-grounded charge of sectionalism.
It suits the purposes of the opposition
press to raise this cry, but when it comes
to a matter of proof they are discreetly
silent. The consistent effort of the
government has been to deal fairly with
all parts of the province, and if it has
not been successful, the fact has not
been demonstrated in the legislature.

The Colonist lays great stress upon
the omission of the opposition members
to attempt to make good in their places
in the house the assertions so freely
made in the papers supporting them.
We submit this is right. If one turns
to the proceedings of the Canadian par-
liament, he will find that the opposi-
tion members of that body invariably
attack the government openly and spee-
‘ifically. ' There is mo skulking behind
vague insinuations against Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and his colleagues, while Sir
Charles Tupper and his supporters sit
inane in their places or devote tedious
hours to pointless debate. The leader-
ship of the opposition campaign is on
the floor of parliament, where it ought
to be, and the ministry is called to ac-
count for definite specific acts, which
can be definitely and specifically discus-
sed.  So it was when the Liberals were
in opposition. The attack was led by
the leaders in parliament with the same
definiteness as is now practised. Tke
proceedings of the Ontario legislature,
and indeed of every legislature in Ca.n-
ada except that of British Colnmbia,
show that the opposition in the oth.er
provinces is open and above board im
what it has to allege against the govern-
ment. If it is asserted that corrupt acts
have been done, the nature of the acts
is specified. If the point sought to be
scored is on the ground of incompetency,
the evidence of it is gorthcoming, or
what the opposition regards as evidence.
If sectionalism is the grievance, 1')roof
of soﬁlething that can be called sectloxnx}l
je adduced. The government of this
province has a right to similar treat-
ment. When it is accused of being s.oc-
tional it has a right to have something
specified on which its accusers ‘rely to
prove their case British justice re-
quires that men should know of+ what
they are. accused.

It is proper that charges of this na-
ture should be brought up in the house,
not in the interest of the government
only, but even more in the intex:est of
the people. If sectionalism ‘prevails, the
voters ought to know it; but the proper
.and indeed the only fair way to bring
it te their attention is by nmign?ng
the government because of it during
some df the debates in the course of
the session. Nothing of the kind has
been done. So far as the innuinerable
speeches of the opposition members
went, the charge of sectionalism might
never have been heard of. Theréfore
the friends of the government could prop-
erly refuse to treat with indifference this
alleged reason for a refusal on the part
of the voters to renew their con-
fidence in Mr. Turner and his colleagues;
but they are prepared to ‘do more than
this .and to maintain affirmatively that
the record of the government shows an
.entire absence of jany desire to advance
one section of the province at the ex-
pense of another.

In the matter of expenditure there is
so little ground for the allegation of sec-
tionalism that the common practice of
the opposition has been to say
that the government has ° sought
to buy wup the several constituen-
cies with ~their own money. An
examination of the details of expen-
diture will show how carefal and suc-
cessful the effort has been to meet the
requirements of all parts of the prov-
ince, whether for roads, bridges, school-
houses, gaols or other public institutions.
All parts of the province have been well
policed. Order has been maintained in
the most remote sections equally well
as in the older and mwore thickly settled
districts. In its general policy the gov-
ernment has embraced every portion of
the province. What it has done in. aid
of dyking has been necessarily loeal, be-
cause this is a local matter, just as the
expenditure on the parliament buildings
Jhas ily been local. But both

“What has been done to provide {he prov-

‘ince with suitable legislative and de-

' partmental accommodation and what bas

béen expended, or what liabilities have
been assumed for the immediate bene-
fit of the farmers of the Lower Fraser
have been in the interests of the prov-
ince as a whole. The railway policy of
the government has been far from local,
It has been planned on the broadest pos-
sible lines, and when carried into effect
will develop every section of the prov-
ince. ‘The government caanot be snc-

- cessfully assailed for sectionalism in re-

spect to its expenditures or its general

‘We are not unmindful of the fact that
the opposition press has charged that
the government has been sectional in re-
spect to taxation, and the basis of this
is the miners’ license, which is collected
from workers in metalliferous mines and
not from those who work in coal mines.
This tax is said to be sectional, because
.the coal mines now worked are all in
one part of the province and the greater
number of the metalliferons miaes are
in another. It has further been allex-
ed in the opposition press that the ex-

emption of coal miners from the onera-
tion of the law relating to miners’ licén-
i :

ses is intended as a special favor to one
particular firm. The absurdity of this
is shown by the fact that more than cne
firm is engaged in coal mining and also
by the additional fact if workers in coal
mines were required to.take out a li-
cense the burden would fall upon them
and not upon their employess. Every
one knows why the application of the
law governing mining licenses was made
general in its application to all persons
engaged in work in metalliferous mines.
Every one also recognizes, that in the
course of time laborers in mines will be
exempted from its operation. The time
does ‘not seem to be ripe for this exemp-
tion, because a very large proportion of

.the class referred to would be exempt

from their due contribution to the rev-
enue if they were not required to take
out licenses. It has been said that the
imposition of a tax upon ‘he output of
metalliferous mines and not upon the
output of coal mines is sectional, bat
this is a position that cannot be suc-
cessfully sustained. The case of coal
and that of gold and silver are different.
Coal is amn article of ‘commerce which

ity, cheapness of production, freight
and other considerations play a part.
Gold has a stable value and even sil-
ver, though it fluctuates, is not sold in

1y different set ‘of facts must be taken
account of in legislating in regard to
coal to what must be considered when
dealing with the two metals above nam-
ed. The distinction is not sectional; it
is economic.

The government need not fear to chal-
lenge its opponents to a diseussion of
the alleged sectional features of its pol-
icy. All it has to ask, and this it may
certainly in fairness demand, # that tbe
omission of the opposition members of
the legislature during the long sessicn
just closed to arraign it for sectionalism,
is the best possible proof that the charge
is of the flimsiest possible nature.

THE STATE OF EGYPT.

When the British government under-
took to bring order out of chaos in Egypt
all the world admitted that the task was
a herculean one. The country was bur-
dened with debt, the people with taxes.
Extensive public works were needed. A
large portion of the population was
nomadic, and the conditions of the edu-
cational system pitiable. The adminis-
tration of justice was little more than a
sham, while the military eficiency of the
nation was at the lowest possible ebb.
Fifteen years have witnessed a great
change, notwithstanding the obstacles
throy\'n in the way of progress, mainly
through the jealousy of France. Egypt-
ian bonds, which when Lord Cromer
took charge of the country’s finances,
were quoted at 72, are now worth 106,
nevertheless the rate of taxation has
decreased 15 per cent. 'The number of
pupils at the public schools has doubl-
cd.. More than 300,000 of the Bedouin
Arabs have been persuaded to become
fixed settlers. The army has been ren-
dered efficient. The prestige of Hgypt-
ian. authority has been extended again
over the Soudan. All this has been ae-
corhplished under circumstances of "ex-
ceptional difficulty and notwithstanding
the expense attending the campaign for
the smashing of the Mahdi’s successor.
Commenting upon the progress made,
Lord .Cromer says that what the coun-
try needs is a continuance of “honest,
just and orderly administration.” For
the first time in centuriesy the fellaheen
have learned that there is such a thing
as justice and that the governmeni is
prepared to see it enforced. This makes
the masses of the people perfectly con-
tent with the present situation, and al-
thoughsthe Young-Egyptian party is at
times restless, nothing is more certain
than that the British occupation will be
indefinitely prolonged. Whatever might
have been done ten years ago, it.is very
clear that Great Britain cannot aban-
doh her self-imposed task in Egypt now.
She has committed herself to a great

‘work and is in honor bound to carry it

through. -It is not worth while to dis-
cuss what will be the final outcome; for
the business now in hand is sufficient
to task to the utmost the ability of those
in chargei ‘With improving conditions
the needs of the people are increasing.
To meet these will be no light matter.

Advocates of total abstinence will be
glad to learn that the result of a ‘series
of experiments tried under the direction
of General Wolseley have'led the British
war office to abandon the use of spirits
by troops on the march. The experi-
ments were carefully made, and it was
found that, while the battalions to whizh
spirits were served out displayed more
dash on the first day of a long march,
those ‘that' 'were given ‘only’ oatmeal
water and other non-intoxicants exhibit-
ed by far the greater endurance. Gen-
eral Kitchener has been so much im-
pressed with the wisdom of abandoning
the use of spirits that he is conduct-
ing the Nile campaign' on strictly total
abstinence principles. He went so far
as to confiscate a large quantity of li-
quor brought into the Soudan by some
enterprising traders, causing the contents
of the casks to be spilled upon the
ground. The men are found to ‘be able

are given no spirits than when they get
their daily dram. It is also said that
the use of intoxicants on board the ves-
sels of the navy is likely to be discon-
tinued, since under modern conditions
of fighting men need to have their wits
about them. Hence the practice of serv-
ing out spirits before a fight will be
dropped. . 5

New York society is being revolutioniz-
ed. A few years ago Ward MecAllister
issued his ‘list of the Four Hundred.
subsequently revised to One Hundred
and Fifty. To have a place on either of

t!ne lists Knickerbocker blood was a
sine qua non, Money was useful, but

meets with competition in which qual-

a competitive market. Hence an entire-

to go longer without water, when they

it was not enough. When the lists
had been printed, all fashionable Goth-
am indulged in a glow of profouad grati-
fication. It had an aristocracy. But
alas, it came about that some of the rich
people, who had no particular angestiry
—they had fathers, grandfathers and
that sort of thing, but they were of
variegated brands and had no place in
‘the Knickerbocker herdbook—were grant-
ed the entree into the exclusive circle,
Thereupon these rich, folk began to set
the pace, and it was a killing one. Some
of the people whose pedigrees were a
good deal longer than their purses drop-
ped out of the race; others kept it
up until the sherif knocked at
their doors, and so it has come
about that a new aristocracy has arisen,
and its only qualification is to have lots
of money and to be willing to spend it.
Meanwhile the descendants of the Knick-
erbockers are following the Red Indians
whom their ancestors displaced into in-
nocuous dissuetude. The new aristo-
cracy will “beat the band” when it comes
to lavish outlay. Many great fortunes
will crumble under the stress of social
rivalry.

i I SO R,
€Coal is king when it comes to naval

.warfare in these modern days. ‘It is
therefore comforting to know that the
.output of the United Kingdom is 195,
000,000 tons every year; ‘that of 'the
{ United - States 171,000,000 and that of
the colonies a good round amount.
Probably the coal output of the English-
speaking countries amounts to 400,000,-
000 toms a year. France and Germany
together, produce a little more than one
i quarter of this amount and the other na-
tions are not anywhere in the race. In
this connection the acquirement by a
British syndicate of the mines of Chang-
Si is extremely’ interesting. With the
great coal fields of China and those of
the American coast of the Pacific and
those of Australia in their hands, and
with Japan friendly, the English-speak-
ing nations hold both bowers and the
ace in the Pacific ocean.

THE STIKINE ROUTE.

Mr. Neil Keith, of Mackenzie, Mann
& Co., is quoted by the Stikine River
Journal as saying: “I would like to
impress upon -the public through the
press that  the Stikine is a first class
winter route. There are so many people
who look on the dark side of everything.
They come into a new country, expect-
ing to find everything as it is in the old
settled countries, ' which it has taken
hundreds of years to accomplish. Last
winter we had no information about the
Stikine. No one knew the route or its
dangerous places. Now these are all
known and charted and any one can
travel it in perfect safety.” Coneern-
ing the trail to Lake Teslin, Mr. Keith
said: “This trail is in first class condi-
tion and every party that reached Tele-
graph Creek prior to April 1st has push-
ed right through and up to the time-of
my leaving no reports of difficulties had
been heard.” "

The Colonist has been attacked so sav-
agely both in Victoria and. elsewhere
for insisting that experience would de-
monstrate just such facts:as are above
set out that it has more than -ordinary
pleasure in publishing what Mr. Keith
says. Happily the value of the Stikine
as a winter route will not be qf so much
importance when a railway has been
built in from the coast, but during the
next two seasons it will mean very much
for the business of the Yukon.

The despatch of troops across the Pa-
cific ocean from San Francisco for the
relief of Dewey at Manila and to en-
able him to occupy that town is a toler-
ably risky piece of business, seeing that
the steamers are not convoyed by a war
vessel. The cruiser Charleston eailed
two days ahead of the troop ships. It

flag of Spain available to interrupt the
expedition; but a very small craft, pro-
videg she was armed,. eould send the

Pekin and Australian, with all the troops
on board to the bottom of the sea.

Very interesting news comes from
Rhodesia. It is announced that the
constitution of that new government
will provide that the customs duties on
goods imported from Great Britain shall
never exceed the rate now 'evied by Cape
Colony, which does not exceed 12 per
cent. This is the most distinet advance

in the direction of imperial free trude
that has yet been made.

Speaking of the aid voted for the
Yukon railway, the Nanaimo Review
says that in the face of the petitions
from all parts of the country the gov-
ernment could not have acted otherwise
than it did.  We have no objection to
make to this statement. The fact that

the people of the country were behind
the government’s railway  pelicy un-
‘doubtedly aided’ ‘very materially 1 se-|
curing the passage of tho Loan bill,

So.far seven candidates are in the field
for the local house in Rossland, accord-
ding to the Times of that city. One of
these, Dr. Edward Bowes, is said to
represent the government interest; F.
W. Rolt and John McKane are*‘“inde-
pendents,” while James Martin, David
B. Bogle, Hugh McCutcheon and A. B.
‘Blabon art opposition. It is hardly prob-
‘able that all these gentlemen will go to
the polls.

It is satisfactory to know that the Do-
minion government does not propose to
permit the.passage of any Yukon rail-
way bills which contemplate crossing
the international boundary. This is the
best news that has come from Ottawa in
a long time. It means that the com-
merce of the Yukon will be saved for
Canada.

T'he Times says that -when the Colon-
ist states that its charges against the
lands and works department have col-
lapsed it uses language ‘“only proper
from the lips of the Royal Commission-
er himself.”” What unmitigated rub-
bish! '

may be that there is nothing flying the |.

'Y

THE GALACIAN EXPERIMENT.

About a year ago the Colonist ex-
pressed its doubts as to the wisdom of
the attempts to colonize a portion of
the Northwest with Galacians. Fairness
compels the acknowledgment that the
views then advanced do not seem likely
to be borne out by the facts and.we
make the amend more readily, because
it would have becn an unfortunate
thing if the experiment had ended dis-
astrously. The Galacians appear to
have done so well in their new homes
‘that a large number of their compatri-
ots have followed them. They seem
likely to become very good settlers, for
they are making every effort to master
the English language and are earnestly
desirous of having schools where their
children can be educited as they ought
to be to make them fit for freedom and
self- government. There is a large
surplus population in Galacia, which
though only twice as large as Vancou-
ver Island has a population of neasly
seven millions. It is easy to under-
stand that such a multitude crowded
into so small an area must have devel-
oped habits of frugality, which will
stand them in good stead in America,
where they will compete with people
who for the most part do not appreciate
the value of small things.

The history of the Galacians is such
as to encourage the belief that they will
take readily to the responsibility of self-
government. They were a part of the
original historical inhabitants of Poland,
a nation where the principles of demo-
cracy were recognized. When Poland
was a kingdom, the kingly ofiice was
elective, and though it continued in fami-
lies at times for several generations,
the tenure of office was the will of the
people. The republic of Cracow was
Galician. Realizing, as Canadians do,
how much inherited instinct counts for
in determining the character of a people,
they will be glad to know that these im-
migrants, who are doing so well and
seem likely to prove omnly the advance
guard of a great host, will after a little,
fall naturally into our system of gov-
ernment.

The Grand Forks Miner announces
that the cry of that neck of the woods
will hereafter be ‘“Boundary Creek for
the Boundary Creekers.” 'The Miner
is a distinguished disciple of the opposi-
tion faith.

Nearly every Englishman of note who
has spoken on the subject has taken the
position that the United Staces must
keep the Philippines, when once she has
obtained possession of them.

The superior speed of the Spnnish'ves-
gels is causing the United States naval
authorities some anxiety. A swift, well-

armed, protected cruiser is a better fight-
ing craft than a slow battle ship.

‘Was there ever a more complete col-
lapse than that of the charge preferred
by the Times against the administration
of the crown lands department? We
withhold comment until.the Commis-
sioner has made his report. :

The late Spanish minpister at Wash-
ington, who has been making Canada
his headquarters, has gone home in con-
sequence of a very definite official hint

that he was wearing his welcome out

in this country.

The Vancouver World thinks the Col-

onist astray in saying that the Aber-

deens have not very deeply touched the
Canadian heart. This is a matter
of opinion, but we may remind our cen-
temporary that it takes more than abil-
ity or good intentions to win popularity.

SHAWNIGAN METHODISTS.

Their Church Dedicated by the President
of the Conference.

Shawnigan, May 24.—Sunday, the 22nd
inst., was a day of promise and gladness
to the newly org:nized Methodist Society
and friends at Shawnigan, it being tne cc-
casion of the dedication of Mill Bay Metho-
dist church, free of debt, the Rev. J. F.
Betts, of Vietoria Centennial church, presi-
dent of conference, officiating. Three ser-
vices were held during the day, a large
number of le attending, many of them
remaining to all the services.

Rev. lzt Betts, Rev. G. A. Cropp (the
junior preacher on the mission), and Rev.
Mr. Stephenson (Presbyterian), took rt
in the services throughout the day. ev.
Mr. Winslow, superintendent of -the mis-
sion, did not arrive until the evening, hav-
ing conducted services elsewhere, and ac-
cordingly the dedicatory services were de-

ferred till evening.
" The sermons in the morning and everning |

by Mr, Betts were both a treat and bene-
fit, being imstructive, inspiring and emin-
ently appropriate.

Mr. Stephenson preached an appropriate
and gratifying discourse in the afternoon.
Rev. Mr. Winslow,- who is about to remove
to a new field of labor, performed the pleas-
ing duty of administering baptism to six
children at the beginning of the evening
service, after which Mr. Betts proceeded
to dedicate the building.

Rev. Mr. Cropp, who was esteemed by
and very much attached to, these people,
and is- about to remove to another field,
address«id gb; cont egal;lonqgrleﬂy‘ and im-
Dpressively before the close of services, '

The ‘5oytulneg§ the occasion, ho"vsi"ever,
was checked by the sad intelligence of the
death of Elizabeth Sabina, only child of
Robert, John and Sabina Ann Manley, of
Cobblé Hill. A large concourse of deeply
sympahtizing friends filled the new church
on Tuesday when the funeral services
were conducted by Rev. Mr. Winslow, as-
sisted by Revs. Mr. Cropp and Mr. Stephen-
son.

Rev. Mr. Stephenson very kindly gave a
grammophone entertainment in the school
g?n,;ale on the’ht{g:lxda)ﬁvenlng, which was

ighly appreciated. e proceeds were in
behalf n}) th2 church. 3

The thanks of the society Is extehded to
all friends in Shawnigan, Duncan, Victoria
and elsewh>re who have in any way as-
sisted towards providing this neat and
snitable place of worship and premises for
the uses to w)lch it is set apart.

The Star announces that Licut. Car-
ranza, the naval attache of the former
Spanish. legation at Washiugton, hasz not
left for Europe, but is still in Montreal.

Agreeable to a request by the secre-
tary of state, the department of the in-
terior of Canada has granted permission
for the passage of a United States ex-
pl(_)ring party from the vicinity of Pyra-
mid Harbor to the Yukon by the Dalton
trail and Dawson Oity. :

It is currently reported at Madrid that
the Spuxah government has «rdered all
Spanish steamers from 1,000 tons up.
capable of making a maximma of {)2

knots, to be impressed as auxiliary eruis-

ers. The Spanish commissioners at vas-
ious ports have been instructed to take
charge of such steamers whether mail
boats er otherwise,
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What is

Castoria is Dr- Samuel Pitcher’s prescription for Infants
and Children. It contains neither Opium, Morphine nor

other Narcotic substance. It is a bharmless substitute
for Paregoric,' Drops, Soothing Syrups and Castor Oil.
It is Pleasant. 8 guarantee is thirty years’ use by
Millions of Mothers. Castoria destroys Worms and
allays Feverishness. Castoria prevents vomiting Sour
Curd, cures Diarrheea and Wind Colic. Castoria relieves
Teething troubles, cures Cornstipation and Flatulency.
Castoria assimilates the Food, regulates the Stomach
and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep. Castoria
is the Children’s Panacea—the Mother’s Friend.

Castoria.

¢ Castoria is so well adapted to children
that I recommend it as superior to any pre-

seription known to me.”
H. A. ARCHER, M. D. Brooklyn, N. ¥,

. Castoria.

“Castoria is an it:xc:ellsent medicine for
children. Mothers have repeatedly told me
of its good effect upon their children.”

Dr. G. C.Oscoop, Lowell, Mass. |
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HAPPY YOUTH

‘Oh,Had I Known the Value
of Health—Why Did Not
Some Friendly Hand
Guide” Me?

HIS IS THE CRY OF THOUSANDS OF YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN—
victims of careless, reckless youth. The vita' spark is dimmed by the loss of that
priceless boon, nerve strength. Life seems full nf \rouble because the nerves are weak
and the spirits depressed. Pains-are felt in th: hack, the head is dizzy, and there are
hot and cold flushes. Nervous debility is appriaching, A

- REsTORE HAPrpry YouTH

By using Dr. S8anden’s Electric Belt. Get back all the joy of youthful vigor. Feel th
life bouncingjthrough your veins'and carrying ambition to your brain. There is & new
pleasure in living when you are wearing Dr. Sanden’s Electric Belt. It replaces the
nerve strength. It pours vitality into the} Body for hours at a time. Thousands ot
young men and women owe their happiness toit. BSo will you. Write to Dr. Sanden
tell him of your troubles, and he will send you & book for men or for women, which will
tell you how to regain vital nerve strength. Send to-day. Address

DR. A. T. SANDON, 156 James St., Montreal. Quebec,
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