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MODERN MARTYRS.

It is generally supposed that there are
po martyrs in these days. It is believed
that men in the nineteenth century are
too highly civilized, too tolerant and too
humane to torture men and women, and
to put them to death, for noother crime
than that they are faithful to their re-
ligion and refuse to renounce it at the
bidding of those who rule over them.
Such diabolical tyranny could, it is
thought by many, only exist in the dark
ages of the world’s “history when the
great mass of the people were sunk in
ionorance and superstition, when cruelty
and barbarity reigned in the high places
of the earth and in the low, and men
had not learned to respect each others
opinions and convictions. .

Recent events that have taken place
in our own day and almost under our
own eyes have proved that those who
had come to this conclusjon are shallow
optimists, #ho do not know that there
are millions upon millions in our own
day upon whom the refining and elevat-
ing influences that _have been at work
for centuries have made no perceptible
impression. The outrages that have
been ¢ommitted, and are still being com-
mittéd, in Armenia, have been a revela-
tion to the great mass of Christian men
and women in Europe and America.
Very many of the Christians of
our time are inclined to believe

- that = tHe constancy, the fortitude
and the true heroism that were
go often exhibited by the early Cbris-
tians, under the most trying circum-
stances, are not now to be found on the
earth—that Christians living at ease and
sunk im worldliness would not stand the
test of eruel persecutions; that they
would not for the sake of their religion
sacrifice all they hold dear and even life
itself. " 'The spirit of the martyrs, many
are tempted to say, has departed from
the churches.

But the way in which the Armenians
have berne the savage persecution of the
Turks has proved that there are Chris-
tiaps in these days as ready to bear wit-
ness to what they .believe to be the
truth and to endure the greatest suffer-
ings and losses rather than deny their
Saviour, as there were in the early days
of Christianity. And the Armenians, as
far as we can learn, are not, when
free from persecution, more pious or
more ready to make sacrifices for the
sake of their religion than are the Chris-
tians of other churches and other races.
But that there have been and are men
and women.among them who have met
the most cruel and the most trying per-
secution in the spirit and with the hero-
ism that we so greatly revere in the
early Christians, cannot be denied.

A late issue of the New York Inde-
pendent ‘contains a list of twenty-one
martyrs who endured persecution with
a courage and a nobility of soul that
must compel the admiration, and much
more than the admiration, of all—believ-
ers and unbelievers alike—who love and
appreciate what is best and highest and
most to be revered in human nature.
Speaking of the twenty-one modern
qmartyrs, the Independent says:

Each one of them was offered his. life
if he would renounce Christ and accept
Islam ; but they counted not -their lives
dear unto them. . . . . But those
twenty-one names we give as names of
saiots such as must go into th artyr-
ology of the country. The fruft® of our
American missions in Turkey. They
are the best men, the most highly eda-
cated men, among their people; their
natural leaders. Every one was put to
death for refusing to become a Moham-
medan. In everycase the offer of life
on these terms was made; in several
cases time was allowed for consideration
of the proposal; and in each faith 'in

Jesus Christ was the sole crime charged
against the victim.

We cannot refrain from reproducing
part of the account of the martyrdom of
one of these saints, Aboshe of Kuttur-
bul, as it appears in the letter oi the In-

.dependent’s Armenian correspondent.
Aboshe had escaped from the massacre
of the previous evening and had epent
the night in a tree and afterwards took
refuge in a deserted bath:

*‘ Tuesday,’”” the narrative proceeds,
“ a roaming band of Kurds went through
the village to see if anything was still
- left to plund-r, dnd finally, coming to the
yard of the bath house, began to abuse
some of the pastor’s congregation who
had gathered there, as it was a more
protected place than most. The pastor,
overhearing them, went out to try to per-
suade thewn to cease from further bar-
barities toward those who had suffered
- 80 much. Perceiving that he was a
4 gpiritual head,” as the clergy are called,
the Kurds at once called on him to re-
nounce his faith and embrace Islam.
He fixed a stéady gaze on them but said
nothing. ‘Ha!’ said bne, ‘see how
the hafir (infidel) still holds
stoutly to his faith.”  Another
said to him: ¢ Just raise onefinger [this
is accepted as_a confessiom of one God,
Monammed his prophet] and "you" will
not be harmed.” Instantly he calmiy
replied, ‘I shall never raiee my finger.’
Immediately a Kurd near him made a
thrust at him with a straight dagger,
while another, a little further away, put
a bullet through him right in the pre-
sence of his flock. His firm faith and
his bold confession of it in the presence
-of death was the weigh#iest sermon they
had ever heard from his lips.””

This is how one of the fifty thousand
martyrs of Armenia met his death. The
horrors that attended the martyrdom eof
some,of them—tender, innoe¢nt women
—are unutterable, and she sufferings
which many of the survivors are compel-

ndure canse them to envy those
]\:gotgeedaye of trial are ended. ¥ ,
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MISSED THE MARK.

In an article headed, ¢ Questions for
the Colonel,’”” the Times says: ‘ But ‘if
it was well to propose such a lift’ for
the C. P. R. Crow’s Nest project, why
!lshould not similar assistance to the

British Pacific be perfectly in order?
Did Col. Prior, who poses as a Cabinet
Minister, bring the claims of the latter
enterprise before the Government when
they were considering the Crow’s Nest
proposal?”’ In what follows our un-
scrupulous contemporary something
more than insinuates that Cel. Prior did
not, for selfish reasons, do anythidg
towards advancing the interests of the
British Pacific.

In the next issue the Times returns to
the subject, of course in the hope of
damaging Col. Prior’s prospects of being
elected, and asks: '* Did the Dominion
Government ever entertain the idea of
helping the British Pacific in the same
way as it proposed to help the Crow’s
Nest road? Did Col. Prior ever urge
suchaction uponthe Governmentof which
he is supposed to be an active member?”’

suspicion that it could be shown that
Col. Prior has kept the interests of Vic-
toria in his mind and that he was doing
what he could to procure assistance for
the British Pacific. Rut we have good
reasons for knowing that this was the
case. We have it on authority which
has invariably proved reliable that Col.
Prior has done even more for the British
Pacific than he has done for the
Crow’s Nest railway. The Times
will find out before the election
campaign is over that its mean efforts to
injure Col. Prior will do that gentleman
good rather than harm. We venture to
predict that' the day is not far distant
when the electors of Victoria will be
well pleased with what 'Col. Prior has
done in the matter of the British Pacific
railway, and that the premoters of that
enterprise will be, as they have always
been, among the warmest supporters
of the Conservative candidates. It is
not necessary to say any more at present
than to assure the Times that its at-
tempt to injure Col. Prior in this matter
will prove one of the most notable fail-
ures it has ever made.

MUNICIPAL OBSTRUCTIONISTS.

Alderman Marchant and Alderman
Macmillan have, perhaps without know-
ing it, given the electors of Victoria dis-
tricta valuable object lesson. These two
intolerant and domineering members of
the City Council have shown what ob-
struction really means. The majority
of the Council would not be dictated to
by this minority of two. Since the
minority could not have their own way
they were determined that no business
should be done, and they set about, by
an abuse of the rules of discussion,
bullying the majority. They would be as
much in the right morally and their
course would be more manly if they
armed themselves with bludgeons and
told the majority plainly that they
would never allow the Council to pro-
ceed, unless the majority gave in and
acted as they wished.

Who are these two councillors that
they should try to coerce the majority?
They have just the same rights as any
other two councillors, and they have no
more -‘than two votes. When they try
by a contemptible trick to make those
two votes equal to six or seven they do
what every honest and fair-minded man
sees is tyrannical and unfair. Whether
they were right or wrong in their con-
tention makes not the slightest differ-
ence. The majority of the council have
a right to mansge its affairs, and if they
make a mistake they must bear the re-
sponsibility. By resorting to the .trick
of obstruction Messrs. Marchant and
Macmillan have shown that they arenot
to be trusted with power.

1t can easily be seen if such conduct as
theirs should become general, delibera-
tive bodies would be turned into perfect
bear gardens and parliamentary govern-
ment would be impossible. What Alder-
men Marchant and Macmillan have done
on a small scale in a little theatre, the
obstructionist faction in Ottawa have
done on a larger scale and in a wider
field. The conduct of both minorities
was tricky and unmanly and opposed to
good and orderly government, and should
be discountenanced in every way by all
lovers of constitutional govermment, let
them belong to what party they may.

THE BULUWAYO DEFEAT.

The mews from Buluwayo is necessar-
ily meagre and is not, we think, to be
implicitly relied upon. A sortie—a rush
out and a rush back—can easily be dis-
torted imto a defeat. It was mot to beex-
pected that a little band of .three hun-
dred eould put an army of thousands to
flight. That any of these returned to:
tell the tale is perhaps the most wonder-
ful part of the story. Tt is folly to con-
demn the act of the beleaguered force at
this distance and without any informa-
tion a8 o its condition that can be relied
wpen. But on the face of it the sortie
seeme to - be a most' foolhardy
movement, a needless sacrifice of
Jife. It does not seem as if the
 garvison were reduced to the last ex-
tremity, and that the men had the al-
ternative of being killed with their arms
in their hands fighting or dymg by
inehes like rats in a trap. Provisions
are not plentiful in Ruluwaye and am-
munition is said to be scarce, but the
mad attack-on the Zunlws has mot bet-
tered the condition i the garrison or
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No doubt the Times had not the remotest p

the non-combatants within the fortifica-
tions in the least, and, in the nature of
things, it could not be expected to have
had that result. But it is‘!_ useless to
speculate on the matter. It is just pos-
sible that the accounts that have reached
us are igross exaggerations and that
when the truth is known it will be
found that the public have been need-
lesely alarmed.
I
UN MAKING.

WasHINGTON, April 24.—“It is not
generally known,”’ said an officer of the
ordnance department of the army to-day,
¢ that the United States is preparing to
build at the army gun fagtory in Water-
vliet, New York, the biggest gun for

coast defence purposes that has ever been
produced by any nation up to the pres-
ent time. More is known of the naval
ordnance foundry in the city of Wash-
ington than of the army gun shop at
Watervliet. But in some respects
the New York tfoundry is far in
advancg of the Washington City con-
cern in the way of modern appliances
for the manufacture- of ordnance.
The fortifications bill which has just
assed the house contains provisions
which insures the continuous employ-
ment of all the gkilled mechanics in the
Watervliet arsenal for a year at least,
and besides this the house has provided
for the making of one gun of 16-inch
calibre. It is almost beyond conception
to realize what this gun will do in the
way of defense. The carrying capacity
of heavy rifled steel ordinance 1is figured
upon the basis of one mile to an inch of
calibre. With the proper elevation this
16-inch gun would send a shot weighing
more than 1,200 pounds a distance of
sixteen miles, using a charge of about
600 or 700 pounds of prismatic powder.
* These numerous engines of war will
be very expensive playthings, and when
completed will probably be mounted in
the vicinity of New York, but it js
doubtful if it will ever be used. No ves-
sel yet built carries sufficient armor. to
resist the impact of the shell which
would be hurled by this great cannon.
Of course there has been no test of the
penetrating power of such a ‘shell,
but estimating from what smaller
weapons of like construction have done
in the past it is safe] to say ' that
this great mass of steel hurled at an en-
emy with terrific force, cansed by the ex-
plosion of 800 pounds of powder, would
pierce at least 20 inches of the finest
armor plate that has ever yet been ifi-
vented at a distance of a mile. This gdn
will be an experiment—an expehsive
one, it is true—but should it prove what
its designers expect, it will probably be
followed by others of like character.
And with a dozen such guns mountéd
along the Atlantic coast no foreign pow-
er would care to risk its finest véssels
within the range of our forts.” J

ARRIVED AT KODIAK.

SEATTLE, April 25.—The schooner Er-
land has arrived at Kodiak, and a letter
from one of the passengers has been
received by John Pacey, who has an
interest in the vessel. The schooner

let March 4, with several passengersand
considerable merchandise abroad. Thoése
who went from this citv were Ira Rankeé,
George Blanchard and T. S. Brankon.
The other four passengers were from
Tacoma. iEhe letter is dated from O~
zinki, Mareh 29, and says: ¢ S
‘““We arrived at Kodiak on March .10,
after an uneventful trip of thirteen

during the first part of our voyage, bdt
on March 13 the wind became very light.:
Otherwise we could have made the trip
within ten days. We were the first! o
arrive at Kodiak this season, and were
received with great honors. The past
winter has been a very severe one,
and great quantities of snow and ce
are everywhere in sight. We are um-
able to gain any positive information
regarding the condition of the ice in Turn-
again Arm, but the natives are'&ll
of the opinion that on account of the se-
verity of the past season the ice in :the
arm must be very great, and think it will
be impossible to.reach Six-Mile creek be-
fore the middle of May. The weatheris
very pleasant and not colder than in
Seattle when he left. We have been in
port for the past week waiting for favor-
able winds to sail up the inlet. The
wind has been blowing a perfect gale,
but we expect to sale for Keria to-moz-
row. :

DOMINION POLITICS.

MoNTREAL, April 25.—(Special)—Hon.
Mr. Chapleau’s health will not, it is
said, permit his entry into the Federal
eabinet just now. A dispatch was re-
eeived last night from the great French-
Canadian orator, in Atlantic City, say-

ing that under no consideration could
he at present take part in active politics.
It is understood his impaired health 'is
all that prevents Mr. Chapleau from a¢-
cepting office under Sir Charles Tupper.
At last night’s Liberal meeting Hon.
Mr. Laurier, after discussing the pro-
ceedings of last session, said regarding
the school question: ¢ There were two
factions in the government. Half the
members wepe against giving justice to
the Catholic minority in Manitoba and
half in favor of it. But no government,
whether a Bowell government, a Tup-
per government or a Laurier govern-
ment, could settle this question in any
way other than that he had marked out,
namely, by pursuinga policy of concilia-
tion. He would settle it by appealing to
the sense of justice which was in the
hearts of a1l men and by appealing to
such men as Hon. Mr. Harcourt, who
that night was present as the represent-
ative of the government of Sir Oliver
Mowat, the champion of the Catholic
minority in Ontario, and by appealing
to the sense of justice of the Protestant
majority of the Canadian people.’””

HE WANTS OTHERS TO KNOW.

DEeAR EDITOR: ’

Please sta our valued journal, that
if any sufferér from nervous Debility, Lack
of Energy and Ambition, Lost Manhood,
etc., will write me in confidence, I will in-
form him by sealed letter, free ot charge,
how to obtain a perfeet cure. I ask for.no
money, have nothing to sell. T know how
to sympathize with these sufferers and am
only too glad o be able to assist them. I

romise everyone absolate secrecy and as 1
go not, of - course, wish to -expose mysetf
either, I.de not.give - my name. Ifyou de-
sire to. get well, send. stan:s and -address

simply: P,0. Box 383, london, Ont. *

sailed from this port for Cook :In-|

days. We made remarkably good time }

NEWS OF THE PROVINCE

Nanaimo’s Proposed Military Com-
pany—Milk Testing—Horticul-
tural Show at Vancouver.

The Westminster Bridge — Spring
Assizes—Home Life in Japan
—Mining Matters.

e
(Special to the COLONIST.)

VANCOUVER.
VANCOUVER, April 25.—J. Woods has
been appointed manager of the Moady-
ville lumber mills at a salary of $300 a

month. .
A flower show will be held by the

Vancouver Horticultural Society in the
middle of July. ,

Mrs. Sakuria and friends illustrated
home life in Japan to a Vancouver
audience last night. The proceeds of
the entertainment 'are to be devoted to
Christian work in Japan.

WESTMINSTER.
W ESTMINSTER, April 25.—\ meeting is
being arranged between the city council

and representatives of the board of trade
to discuss bridge matters with Mr. C. H.
Wilkinson, who will further explain his
proposition already before the public re-
garding the Fraser river bridge and the
Steveston railroad.

The spring assizes open here on Tues-
day next, The docket contains no cases
of special interest.

ard delegates for the Liberal conven-
tin on Tuesday next were chosen last
night.
NANAIMO.
- NanamMo, April 25.—Capt. Dillon has

received official information from the
militia headquarters that “the depart-
ment cannot at present’ recoffiménd any
increase in the strength of the Fifth
regiment of Canadian artillery. This
definitely settles the formation of any
company for Wellington.

A series of special meetings will be held
in the Baptist church, commencing
Monday evening, extending over two or
three weeks time.

At the annual'meeting of the Nanaimo
Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society
the follo wing officers were elected : Presi-
dent, M. Bate, sr., (re-elected) ; vice- presi-
dent, Mrs. Heyland ; secretary, G.D. Bar-
low ; business manager, W. K. Leighton:
stage managers, A. A. Davis and Mrs.
Dr. Davis; musieal director, N. G. Fos-
ter; pianist, Mrs. Kitchin; property
man, A. A. Davis; auditors, A. E. Planta
and Mrs. Honeyman.

On Wednesday evening at Comox
Frank Monaco’s little girl’s second finger
on her left hand came between a block
of wood and an axe in the hands of
her brother. The finger was neatly
amputated.

The milk testing appliances, by means
of which the medical health officer will,
for the future, detect adulteration and
tabulate the per centage of butter fat
contained in milk sold to local consum-
ers, have at length arrived. X

At Thursday’s meeting of the rifle
association, it was stated that in the
eventof successful arrangements being
made for an interurban team competi-
tion in connection with the celebration
of the 24th, there would' be no difficulty
in ‘obtaining an appropriatioh of $76
from .the sports ‘comimittee. Several
speakers -thought that the association
should receive at least $100.

A. R. Johnston has been appointed to
the position of police and license com-
missioner.

The fire, department have erected a
building in one night on the site of the
old fire hall. The piece of land is claimed
to have been given to the department by
the late John Hirst, but the necessary
deeds were not made out, so that when
the fire on Commercial street took place
the old hall was burned down and then
those interested entertained the idea
that they would recover this piece of
land, which had become valuable, and
8o fenced it in. p

There was a fairly satisfactory attend-
ance at Thursday night’s meeting for
the purpose of discussing the proposed
formation of a militia company in this
city, and it was unanimously resolved
that a petition be drawn up and signed
by a committee of those who were
willing to form a eompany, asking
permission to form eaid company, and
that this petition be forwarded to the
Major-General commanding. 2nd. That
a petition be circulated throughout the
city for signatures, calling attention to
the defenceless state of the city, the im-
portance of its situation, etc., and the
necessity for an efficient militia company
here, C. H. Barker, T. W. Haslam and
Geo. Pittendrigh were appointed to in-
terview persons considered suitable to
officer the company.

MIDWAY.

(From the Advance.)
Ore has been shown in the Skylark
which, it is saif, will run 1,200 ounces
to the ton.
The ledge of the North Star, Long
Lake, is widening and the ore continues
to get richer.
A large vein of ore, assaying $23 to the
ton, has been struek on the Volcanie,
North fork of Kettle river.
Fifteen men are shortly to be put on
the Morrison, Dead wood camp.
Recently at the Lake View claims
seven sticks of giant powder expleded,
but without serions results, although a
full box of powder was in th:immediate
vicinity.
Gold Commissioner LamBley on the
17th inst.,, on application of Robert
Clark, ordered the ejectment of E.J.
Hickey from the Seattle mineral claim.
He said it was a deliberate case of claim
jumping.
LAKE CRESCENT TROUT.

Portr ANGELES, April 24.—Prof. Jor-
dan of the Stanford University of Cali-
fornia is greatly interested in the mon-
ster trout caught last year by Admiral
Beardslee on the occasion of his visit to
Lake Crescenj. A number of these
large trout have since been caught and
forwarded to Prof. Jordan, and after an
examination he has pronounced them
to be an entirely new species. Those
trout which local fishermen have called
bluebacks the professor has suggested
should be called ‘Beardslees, and another

variety, similar to the rainbow trout, he
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THE F. K. FAIRBANK COMPATY, |‘I“t

ellington & A. Montreal, |l

A WEIGHTY QUESTION

These days is how to make both ends meet. We
will help you answer the question by quoting a
few snaps:
California Roll Butter, 35¢c.
California Square Butter, 35c.
2 dozen Island Ez2s, 3bc.
Gal. Keg Mixed Pickles, 65c.
English Ale (Imported), 10¢. pint.
19 1bs. Granulated Sugar, $1.
10 1bs. American Rolled Oats, 25¢.
Our Blend Tea still 20¢.
Just received: A shipment of Pure Maple

Syrup and Maple Sugar and Fromage De Brie
and Neufchatel Cheese,

DIXTI H. ROSS & CO.——————————b.

THE KOOTENAY COUNTRY.

(From the Spokane Spokesman-Review.)
D. C. Corbin has returned from the
East, where he has been for several
weeks on business connected with his
many interests in Washington and Brit-
ish Columbia. He said:
“T have all along intended to build

the Red Mountain railway, and now I
shall build it. The conditions now will
warrant it. Up to last year the condi-
tions were different,, but now I am sure
that the tonnage is here, and am pre-
pared to go ahead and build it this sum-
mer. In a day or so I shall go over the
line, and when I return shall make
the start, and it is safe to say the road
will be completed to Rossland this sum-
mer. The road will follow closely up the
north fork of Sheep creek, making one
detour in order to get a good grade.”

‘ Will you bridge the Columbia,”” was
asked.

** Yes; that is part of the scheme to
go through to Rossland without trans-
ferring. The bridge will cross the Col-
umbia near Northport.. How soon the
work will be commenced on the bridge I
cannot say exactly.”

* When will you inaugurate daily ser-
vice from Spokane to Neleon?”’

“ Some time before the middle of
May.”

The steamer Nelson will make a trip
from Bonner’s Kerry to Kaslo on Mon-
day, leaving on the sarrival of the east-
bound Great Northern train. No sche-
dule for running boats on the Kootenay
from Bonner’s Ferry has yet been es-
tablished, but as soon as the new boat
Kakonee is completed regular trips will
robably be made. The new boat is a
auty, and is built to maintain a speed
of 18 miles an hour. The significance
of the name Kakonee is red fish, and
was suggested by Mr. Mara, M.P., pre-
sident of the company.

The Kootenay Reclamation Company,
controlled by an English syndicate, has
now ready 3,000 acres of land upon
which it has fix»d a price of $50 an acre;
$300,000 has already been spent by the
company in reclaiming the lands. G. W.
Alexander is manager for the company.
Desirable emigrants are coming over
from England, none of whom have less
than $2,500. On the reelaimed land
there is an experimental station or farm,
the {woduct of which was shipped to
England to show the capabilities of the
goil, every foot of which can be culti-
vated.

SHAKESPEARE’S ANNIVERSARY.

cheon in celebration of Shakespeare’s
birthday held here to-day the Mayor,
who responded to Lord Leigh’s toast of
‘“The President of the United States,’
spoke of the deep affection of the Eng-

lish people for Lincoln and Garfield and
called for three cheers for President
Cleveland. The Mayor’s call received a
warm response from all present. The
Mayor in his speech said: ‘It is not
enough to call the Americans ‘cousins.’

they are our brethren.’’

stage was elaborately decorated” with
flowers and had seats running from
right to left covered with crimson cloth.
The portrait of Edwin Booth was sur-
mounted by a laurel wreath and stood
upon an ebony easel on the'front of the
stage.

Mr. Edgar Flower, who presided, an-
nounced Mr. Parker, who, in presenting
the portrait of Edwin Booth to the
Memorial Theatre and Museum, said
in part: * By the authority conferred
upon me, and in the name of the Play-
er’s Club, with the good will of everyone
of its members, the best wishes of the
profession which the players club repre-
sents, and with the knowledge that the
American- people will endorse this
act, I have great pleasure in pre-
senting to the Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre and Museum this excellent por-
trait of a man who in lands unknown to
the master dramatist of all times, has
illustrated his loftiest creations.”

Mr. Parker then outlined the Play-
er’sClub, its formation and its work;
referred to 8 number of .the prominent
people connected with it, and to Rev.
E;.u-mlilglgghéon of ,t}}:‘e Little Chureh
. e’ Uorner, hig" remgrks bei
listened to with the greatest ig{erest. .

calls Crescents. .

Mr. Park’s remarks were warmly aps

BirmingHAM, April 23.—At the lun- |

plauded. When the Mayor rose and
drew aside the cloth covering of the
portrait and when Mr. Parker first an-
nounced its presentation, the scene was
a most impressive one. The chairman
said that the gift was received in the
name of Shakespeare’s American ad-
mirers, and added another link to the
good-will between the two countries,
which ¢ are the same in art and litera-
ure.”’

BEHRING SEA CLAIMS.

(From the New York Times.)

The ratification of the treaty providing
or & commission to determine the

claims of Canadian sealers against the
United States on account of the seizure
of vessels in Behring sea promises to
put an end to that part of the old con-
troversy. It could have been ended
with less trouble, and probably with
less expense, by carrying out the agree-
ment of 1894 between the State depart-
ment and the British minister for the
payment of a lump sum, but Congress,
in its assumed wisdom, refused to ap-
priate the money.

There has been some misconception on
this subject on both sides of the Atlan-
tic, and it may be well to recall the facts.
This matter was not settled by the Paris
Arbitration Tribunal in 1893, but the
determination of the main question as
to juriediction left no doubt of the re-
sponsibility of the United States goy-
ernment for the losses: There was a
““gpecial finding’’ upon ‘facts agreed
upon by the agents of the two govern-
ments as to the seizure of fourteen ves-
sels and the driving of three others out
of Behring Sea by our revenue cutters,
but the question of the value of these
and whether any of them were owned by
citizens of the United States was with-
drawn from the arbitration without any
prejudice to our right to raise it in sub-
sequent negotiations.

In 1894 Secretary Gresham and Min-
ister Pauncefote undertook, by amicable
a%r ment, to provide for a set:lement
of these claims in the speediest and
easiest way. After a careful examina-
tion of the claims in the light of all the
circumstances and of the Paris decision,

they agreed upon the paymeht by the

United States Government, subject to
the approval of Congress, of $425,000 to
the British Government, which, subject
to the.approval of Parliament, should
accept it and itself satisfy the demands
of the Canadian sealers.

There has never been any reason to
regard this as anything but a wise and
prudent, as well as a {riendly, way of
disposing of the claims. It would have
avoided the delay, the trouble, expense,
and uncertainty, and the attendant ill-
feeling, of further negotiations and of
litigation before a commission. But
congrees would not vote the money, and
indul%ed instead in much unbecoming
and ill-natured discussion. There was
nothing left for a patient administration
but to take up negotiations anew for a
commission to award damages. The
result wus the treaty which the senate
has just ratified.

The British government is to appoint
one commissioner and the United States

. : s
There is a term of deeper significance— | government one, and, unless they can

agree, a third is to be named by the re-

. Every inch of space in the corridor in public of Switzerland, and sessions will
in which hung the . portrait of Edwin | be held at Vancouver, British Columbia,
Booth, presented by the Players’ Club |and at 3an Francisco, Cal., to receive
of New York, was occupied, and the|statements and listen to evidence and
theatre itsel( later was packed. The |argument and to award damages. It

will take much time, involve much ex-
pense, and vindicate, nothing but the
obstinate folly of congress.

VENEZUELAN ARBITRATION.

LoNpoN, April 25.—The Times says:
“It is assumed that the Marquis of
Salisbury rejected the Washington pro-
posals in regard to Venezuela. The Mar-

quis of Salisbury certainly did not ac-
cept the proposals as they stood ; but it
was not imagined that the action taken
in regard to them should possibiy be re-
garded as a_ rejection. The difficulty
was in regard to the definition of the
settled districts, and the Marquis of Sal-
isbury’s efforts to protect British sub-
jects did not promise to be successful,
and accordingly he attempted to solve
the problem of Venezuelan arbitration
by solving the problem of general arbi-
tration.” The Times’ statement that
the Uruan incident is settled is classed
as being premature, although it is said
there is every prospect of its ultimate
satisfactory settlemént.

CuaTHAM, April 25.—Rev. J. H. Best,
of “Vancouver, has accepted a call to the
Wllham Street Baptist church.
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