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THE MONEY QUESTION.

“The American newspapers do not appear
at all satisfied with what is being done at the
Monetary Conference in Brussels.  Ques-
tions that seem easy of solution by the poli-
ticians of the Western States appear much
00 hard for the statesmen and financiers of
Europe. The American politicians see
nothing difficult in making an arrangement
that the values of gold and silver shall bear
a certain proportion to each other, and in
fixing the ratio by law. The ratio in the
United States is now 16 to 1. In old
France it was 153 to 1. But somehow
the values of the two metals in the markets
of the world have not remained at these
proportions. In those markets the ratio is
just now 25} to 1. When the market
values of the metals fluctuate in this way, is
it possible for any law that can be made by
.one nation, or by a dozen nations, to keep
the values of the two metals in proportion
to each other unchanged? Can any law or
any international regulation prevent gold
going up or silver falling down, or vice
versa? Then what is a nation to do with a
hrée silver coinage when the value of the
metal of which the coins are composed is
considerably lower than the face value of
the coins? Will not the coins depreciate,
.and will not the currency of that nation be,
-@ooner or later, thrown into confusion ?

The difficulty of keeping s uniform ratio
between two commodities may be more
-readily seen if we imagine an attempt being
made to fix the relative values of, say,
~wheat and barley. ~ Let us assume that the
Legislature, for some reason or other, passed
a law that a bushel of wheat should always
e worth a bushel and a half of barley. That
zatio might be fair enough when the law
was made, but if next year there happened
%0 be a very good crop of wheat and a very
poor crop of barley, would it be in the
power of the Government to keep up the
1egal ratio between the two kinds of grain ?
Every practical man sees how absurd such a
regulation would be, and how ridiculous
the Government would make itself if it at-
tempted to put it in force. But gold and
silver are subject to the same influences as
.other commodities. - No power on earth can
prevent their fluctuating in value. ~The
fluctuations are not 8o frequent or so great
as those to which wheat and barley are ex-
posed, but the law of supply and demand
applies to them as well as to everything else
that is bought and sold.

The unrestricted coinage of silver de-
pends upon the ability of nations to fix the
proportionate value of the twometals. This,

.it is evident, the majority of the members of
‘the Brussels Conference see cannot be done.
Compromises are submitted but, so far,
they have “all’ been rejected. The truth
ds that the greater number of the countries
-of the Old World are very well satisfied
‘with the existing monetary systems, and
-they believe that any attempt to introduce
wradical changes would be followed by disas-
trous results,. The greater number of the
.delegates, therefore, take a conservative
:stand. They would much rather bear the
ills they have than fly to others that they
know not of. The silver politicians on this]
side of the Atlantic will be, no doubt,
greatly disgusted with the slowness
and the shyness of European finan-

ciers. But they should know _that
money is always conservative.  There

ris a saying that there is nothing ‘more cow-

-ardly than a million except it is" two mil-
Hons. And it is right that this should be
-&he case; rashness and recklessness in finan-
-cial matters are invariably productive of the
amost lamentable results.

It seems to us that the American silver
»m-n, like the greenbackers, make the mis-
~take of looking upon money as wealth:

They have come to believe that the symbol
is of more importance and of greater value
than what it represents. Coined gold and
silverform but a verysmall partof the wealth
-of theworld. If all the coin in the world were
sunk at the bottom of the ocean mankind
would be very little the poorer. If the
earth continued to yield her increase and if
men kept on working as energetically and
as intelligently as they have hitherto done
there would be some inconvenience for a
-while, but no actual distress. The wealth
-of the world consists in what the earth con-
tains and man produces by his labor.
‘Money makes the exchange of products
-easy. That is its use, and comparatively
_listle of it suffices. -~ The country that pro-
duces in abundance the necessaries, the
comforts or the luxaries of life is rich, and,
dn our present state of civilization, its in-
thabitants will be able to get all the money
‘they actually need. The state of the currency
is to a country that is really rich a matter
of comparatively little importance, If the
people of such a country do mnot proeper,

the chances are a hundred to one that the
atate of the currency is not the cause of its
‘backwardness.

A JUST ESTIMATE.

The Times, in an article on the unveiling
of the bust of Sir John Macdonald in St.
Paul’s cathedral, says :

“The late Sir John Macdonald, as became

" .a strong party leader, left many bitter op-
ponents in' Canada ; but few of them, we
are sure, grudge the honor that was yester-
-day done to his memory. Thanks to the
initiative of the Imperial Federation League
and the support of many admirers of the
‘deceased statesman’s career, a bust of him
has been placed in the crypt of St. Paul’s
«cathedral amoug the ‘Lares and Penates
-of our commonwealth.”” ;

TFhe Times is right. There are few Cana-
«dians, no m itter to what party they belong,
who are not proud of Sir John Macdonald,
and who are not gratified to see a monu-
avent of their gifted countryman
placed .among ithe memorials of

the men who have  done _ the
British nation good service. Canadians
love their own country, but -they also love
and revere the nation to which® they be-
long, and under Wwhose flag they live and

.| prosper. They are, therefore, well content

that the placing of the great Canadian
statesman’s [bust in St. Paul's Cathedral “‘is
o emphasize the unity of the race and the
Empire, to show once more that in the
sacred centre of our common country there
is & welcome for the name and the effigy of
the great colonist.”

There are Canadians who are so atrongly,
so intensely British that they long to see
the day when there will be no distinction,
political or ~other, between the dweller in
Great Britain and the oolonist—when the
colonist will be in every respect as much a
Briton es the man who is born in the
Mother Country and does his life’s work
there. )

bl Gk Sl S et FIE U
WITH ONE CONSENT.

The organ of the Opposition
that it is *‘the -clique that con-
trols the Conmservative = party” who
are to blame for British Columbia’s being
overlooked in the formation of the mnew
Government: - If that is the case, it is some-
what singular that ‘the clique” acta in
-perfect agreement with the whole popu-
lation of the Dominion east of the Rocky
mountains.  In all the discussions and sur-
mises which' the change of Government has
given rise to there has been nothing said of
the claims of British - Columbia. The
prospects of the other provinces being repre-
gented in the Cabinet have been canvassed
but no one could tell from reading the
articles, reports and interviews on the sub-
ject, that there was such a province as
British Columbia in the Dominion.

The truth seems to be that ' the people of

the Eastern provinces have not yet realized
that British Columbia is an active and an
important. member of the Confederation.
The ‘‘clique” in this matter is in perfect
accord with the rank and file- of both the
Conservative and the Liberal parties. If
Sir John Thompson had shown a dis-
position to take #s a colleague a British
Columbian member, he would have been
greet;d by a storm of protest from every
one of the favored provinces of the
Dominion. And if the selection were
made it would be in the face of
very strong  opposition from every
one of those provinces. So'that in attribut-
ing the injustice done to British Colambia
to & clique, our contemporary is greatly
mistaken.
" Reproaches of subservience to party come
with a very bad grace from the Times.
When did it ever show that it possessed the
faintest spark of independence? Has it not
always been: the very humble servant, not
of & great party, but of an insignificant and
very contemptible faction? Itsays yea and
amen to the utterances of the leaders of
that faction, let them be ever so absurd.
Even  in advocating reforms for this pre-
vince and in getting what it needs, it, as in
the present case, follows the CoLoNIST at a
‘distance, and sometimes it has not the
courage or the public spirit to aid usin
seeking the redress of a grievance. The
Times is, in fact, the type of the old-time
partisan newspaper. It opposes the other
side whether it is right or wrong, and
believes it to be its duty to disparage its
opponents on--all occasions, and whatever
course they may see fit to pursue. It
should, for very shame’s sake, refraif from
reproaching any contemporary with being
too devoted to party.

eays

THE NEW GOVERNMENT.

It does not appear to us that the new
material taken into the Government will
add very much to its strength or its popu-
larity.  The new ministers are Messrs.
Angers and Ives, both from the province of
Quebec. The under secretaries, Messrs,
Clarke Wallace and J. F. Wood, are from
Ontario, and the solicitor-general, Mr. J. J.
Curran, is from Montreal. There seems to
be some doubt as to the precise status of
these latter officials. Our Ottawa corres-
pondent informs us that it is. considered in
the capital uncertain whether they are re-
quired to vacate their seats. Weare alittle
surprised that this should be the cage. Itisa
well-established principle in the constitu-
tion of all parliaments formed after the
British model that the member accepting
an office of emolument, shall vacate his seat.

In fact, the acceptance of such an office
by a member of Parliament is considered
equivalent to his resignation, and except in
a few cases, his holding such an office makes
Lhim ineligible forre-election. Thepaid mem-
bers of the Cabinet have hitherto been the
only exceptions in Canada. They havebeen
the only salaried Government officials who
have been permitted te sit and vote ia Parlia-
ment. As each Controller is. by the
law made ‘“the parliamentary head of his
department,” it - was considered that as
soon as he accepted office. he wonld, asa
matter of course, resign his seat and go
back to his constituents for re-election.

Clause 6 of the Act respecting Customs
and the Department of Inland Revenue,
which is said to be ‘¢ defective” in its
wording, reads as follows :

Nothing in section nine of the ¢ Aet re’
specting the Senate and the House o/ Com-
mons,” or in this or any other Act shall
render the Controller of Customs or. the
Controller of Inland Revenue ineligible as a
member of the House of Commens or shall
disqualify him from sitting and voting
therein.

This section certainly does not say that
the dcceptance of the office of Controller by
a man who is already a member of the
House of Commons makes it necessary for
him to resign bis seat, but we are glad to
se2 that the Government, in order to
maintain the independence of Par-
liament, has determined to follow
the British precedent and  reguire

the newly appointed officials to go back to

their constitnents before they take their
seats in the House. It is somewhat singu-
lar that in the act which creates the office
of Solicitor-General the clause declaring the
holder of the office not- ineligible to be a
member of the Honse of Coramons is differ-
ently worded. It containe this very im-
portant proviso : - *‘ Provided he is elected
while he holds such office.” It follows
then that if he is elected before he is
appointed to the office he must resign his
geat and be ‘elected while he holds the office.
Why the parallel clauses in the two acts
should be so different it is impossible to say.
The Government will, we fear, find that the
new appointments have made them more
enemies than friends. This would, we sup-
pose; be ‘the case in any event. But. we
have no doubt -that the country will give
the new men a fair trial and judge them
not according to preconceived notions; but
according to their merits.

e i
AN AROTIC ENTERPRISE.

Dr. ‘Nansen intends to take a very
peculiar way to reach the North Pole. He
is going to trust the ice to take him into
regions which ships have nat yet been able
to reach. He is satisfied that there are cur-
rents near she Pole which will take him in
safety from Asia to Greenland. His reason
for coming to this conclusion is that there
were found on an ice floe, near Julianshaab,

on the southwest of Greenland, articles:

which had belonged to the Jeannette, that
had been wrecked three years befors near
the mouth of the river Lena. That ice
fioe must” have drifted from where the
Jeannette went down, traversed the Arctic
Ocean morth of Asia and America, and
reached navigable water on the east side of
North America. Dr. Nansen concluded
that if an ide floe could make this voyage,
it could also. be made by & strong
ship 'that trusted to the ice as a
pilot. He therefore determined to, a8 he
expresses it, take a ticket with the ice and
enter the current where it ran northward and
let it carry him  straight across those lati-
tudes which it had prevented so many from
reaching. ;

To do this he has built a vessel of ex-

traordinary strength in order to stand the'

pressure of the ice. - She is also of pecauliar
build that she may be able to make her way
through the ive and to allow the floes to do
her the least possible damage. By his de-
scription the vessel is pretty much of a tub,
as far as sailing is concerned, but as she is
made to drift with the ice, strength was re-
quired and not speed. She has a large out-
fit of boats and is supplied with all that the
crew  imay require during ~ her long
and dreary voyage. Dr. Nansen says
that ‘‘she would certainly be the
strongest  vessel ever used in the
Arctic regions. She had been built
with - great care, and he felt certain
that she could be crushed only in a quite
extraordinary combination of circamstances.
With this vessel and a crew of twelve
strong and well picked men, besides an
equipment for five or six years, as good in
all respects as modern appliances could
afford, he thought the enterprise had a
good prospect of success.”

The enterprise is indeed a singular one,
and the men who make it will run great
risks, One cannot help admiring their
courage and their devotion to science, but is
the object to be gained worth the price
which these voyagers are willing to pay
for it?

NOT A TEST.

The American newspapers seem to think
that the vote taken at the meeting held in
Montreal to discuss Canada’s future was an
evidence of the feelings and opinions of the
people of Canada. It is evident that those
who attended that maeting did not take its
proceedings seriously. -To the great major-
ity of them it was nothing more than a big
lark, as it gave them an opportunity to cheer
and howl to their hearts’ content. Some of
the speakers could hardly be heard for the

| uproar made by the boys. This was par-

ticulurly the case when Mr. Myers, the ad-
vocate of annexation, was speaking.

There were very few men of influence and
standing at the meeting. The leading poli-
ticians of both sides seem to have given it a
very wide berth. The speeches of the dif-
ferent advocates do not appear to have been
of a very high order, and it evidently mat-
tered very little to the majority how good
or how bad they were. What they evi-
dently wanted, and what they took good
care to get, was what they regarded as a
good time. As to the voting, the Montreal
Gazette no doubt describes it fairly when it
aéyg ‘it was a farce,” or rather the finale
of- a farce, *“The -annexationists,” the
Gazette says,  who attended the meeting
voted seyeral times, as they had the
foresight to gather in a heap -of the pro-
grammes containing the ballots, while
many disinterested spectaters could not get
one vote in,”

Attempting to get the sense of the meet-
ing in such a way was ridiculous as well as
dishenest. If the annexationists wish to
find out how the people of Montreal or any
other city feel with respect .to political
union with the United States, let them
attempt to get an annexatipnist into Parlia-
ment. They will then see that the people
who have the ‘welfare of the country at
heart, and who are capableof forming an
opinion on the subject, vote very differently
from a crowd of young fellows bent upon
having a bit of fun.

Bupi PestH, Dec. 5.— Terrific snow | h

storms have swept over the surroundin,
country to-day. A bigh wind  bas drifte

the snow, rendering many- of the roads im- | d

passable. Two children driving in a farm
wagon to the city were caught in a sudden
gquall a short distance from the city, and
were snowed in and suffered in the drifts.
Many cattle are reported to have been
killed. Railway traffic has b«ngrntly
impeded. All the trains are ' behind time
and several secondary railways are said ta

have been blockaded entirely.

'NEWS OF THE PROVINCE.

Judgment on the Bonus By-law-A
Church Diffienlty—Mishap on
«the C.P.R.

Patriots  'Who Have Thrived — The
Meat Combine — A Chinese
Treasurer’s Financing.

(Special to the COLONIST.)

Vu;l;;ml;

VANcouvER, Dec. 6.—Hon., Justice Mo-
Creight pronounced the ‘Burrard Inlet and
Fraser River Railway bonds by-law to be
valid to-day, with costs against the peti-
tioners. The impression here is that it will
be appealed. In the meantime the revised
by-law will be voted upon on the 10th inst.

The Telegram was seized by the sheriff
and locked up to-night : - Claims for wages
from every member of the entiré force ag-
gregating $3,000 it is feared have been filed
too late. The outside claims are §14,000.

Rev. R. Maitland was elected leader of

 the local home circle society.

Charles Bolton is spoken of as the
Demniocratic United States consul.

The seven Christian Endeavor Unions of
the city have amalgamated. The combined
unions have most fortunate in their
choice of ' officers, choosing  for. president
Mrs. Banfield, the estimable wife of Mr. J.
J. Banfield, and a lady who has been un-
tiring in Christian work during her one
year’s residence in the city; Mr, Denton, of
the Zion Methodist, was chosen vice-presi-
dent; Miss Brown, of the East End Methodist,
secretaryand treasurer; and Miss Nichols, of
the Honer Street. Methodist church, a lady
who has shown marked literary talents in
different organizations with which she is
connected, is recording secretary.

A movement is on foot to oppose Mayor
Cope and all the present aldermen.

An account of a meeting called at the

instigation of Mr. Chapman, agent for the
g’e&t dock building firm of Perry, Cutbill,

elango & Co., Glasgow, could not be
sentthrough the same night on ac-
count “of - demoralized wires. The
following = resolution = was submitted :—
““Resolved, that this meeting ehdorse the
proposition - which has been . submitted to
the city council by Imrie Bell and Messrs.
Perry, Cutbill, Delango & Co., to construct
a dry dock within the limits of Vancouver
capable of docking the largest vessels that
navigate the Pacific Ocean, to cost not less
than $1,500,000, for a bonus of $200,000,
payable in city bonds, bearing interest ab
4 per cent, and urge upon the city council
the immediate acceptance of the proposition
with some modification as te the exemption
from taxation, and the early submission to
the ratepayers of a by-law embodying the
same.” The market hall contained about
800 people. When the resolution was put
by Chairman Wm. MocCraney, some 400
stood up for it and 100 against it. The rest
remained seated. It was rather difficult'to
get an intelligent summary - of the speeches
as there were no policemen in the building
and the crowd were too good natured for
momentous business. The small boys, and
occasionally a zealous supporter or opponent
of the scheme, created confusion by irre-
sistibly funny noises or abrupt repartee
in more or less relevancy.

An interview was had with an interesting
sailor-man yesterday. - He was asked his
calling, and he replied, a patriot. What
kind of a patriot? continued your reporter.
Well, said- the mariner, a patciot who
hustles John Chinamen out of the country
in the hold of a 15-knot steamer, after
safely securing all the money they have
about them, to circulate in British Colum-
bia. Withoutinterrupticn, theboldbuccaneer
then proceeded to tell what he knew -about
dope and Chinese smuggling. - His remarks
were of very great interest, but tended to
involve certain esteemed citizans. What
he didn’t know about the business wasn’t
worth knowing. He said the Iona had 45
passengers at a head ; that they had
clearance papers for Frisco, and would have
made it sure with no trouble if they hadn’t
‘“broken down.” The Chinamen understand
their business, and, when ordered to pack,
lie down, straight out, like herrings. In
the hold of the Iona a hundred could easily
be carried. Of course, he explained, a sailor
on the Iona told him all this. Financial
arrangements are made with one tyhee at
from $50 to $100 a head. The number of
Chinamen smuggled into the States is, ac-
cording to this authority, emormous. It i
very reasonable to suppose that the thou-
sands of Chinamen coming over on the Em-
presses do not remain in Canada. In Feb-
ruary the new law comes into force in
the States, and the Chinese smuggling busi-
ness has reached gigantic proportions of late.
In answer to a question in reference to
the profits of a good round trip in China-
men and opium, the smuggler said that a
little steamer whose owners were among the
most prominent and respectable citizens of
Vancouver, had lost money for five years.
She loaded Chinamen at English bay, a full
cargo, got them safely landed by the aid of |
another steamer, proceeded to the Hawaiian
Islands, took on a cargo of dope, and with
the help of another little tramp steamer
landed her drug nfelg and again sailed
away. She was seized and examined, but
nothing could be proved against her. ~ Her
profits for the round trip were §15,000.

The crucial moment has arrived for the
Telegram Printing and Puablishing Co.
The curious will know just what has hap-
pened to-morrow.  Bills of sale bang up in
the sheriff’s office advertising that the
machinery and plant will be disposed of on
the morning of the 7th inst., to satisfy the
claims of Miller & Richard, Barber, Ellis &
Co., Gage & Co., Riordon & Co., et al. The
claims aggregate a good mapy thousand
dollars. It is understood that some ar-
rangement will be made to continae the

aper.
» Er. John Campbell, of the legal firm of
Messrs. Corbould, McColl, Wilson & Camp-
beel, has returned from a five weeks’ trip
through the Spallumcheen, Okanagan and
districts, Lord Aberdeen’s farm,
Fairview mining cami and other places.
Mr. Campbell speaks highly of the pros-
peats of the upper country.

The Indians on the Seymour and Capilano
are to be interviewed by A. W. Vowell,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and Frank
Devlin, Indian Agent, in connection with a
road being- constructed by the North Van-
couver Council through their reserve.

The Board of Trade discussed. to-night,
the law on chattel mortgages and the pro-

'posed bonus to the dry dock.

A Toronto man is looking up.a site with
a view of possibly starting cordage works
ere.

Alfred Andrews, a logger, had his foot
orushed at the Hasfings Mill camp yester-

ay.

The Whatcom coal is being tested on the
passenger trains of the C. P. R.
The Couneil did not tr t any b

reporter that he had gone as far as Winni-
peg for his health, but had come to the
coast, to see the country.

His opinion was expressed in a few words :
‘If T were only young again I would settle
in British Columbia ; you have a glorious
future. Young men in the East do not
realize the advantages of coming here and
growing up with the country.. I see that
the papers,” continued Mr. Greigg, ‘“ have a
very brief account of the accident on the
C.P.R. No one was hurt, but it was alarm-
ing to look at the wreck and contemplate
what might have happened. It was early
in the morning, and we had stayed too
logg, I believe, at a small station a few
miles west of Winnipeg. The sleeping
coach was behind, and, most. fortunately, it
contained but few passengers, all at the
front end. When the freight, which was
following us, struck, the engine telescoped
the slesper half its length. The engine of
the freight turned over and rolled down the
embankment. A carload of sheep were
pearly all killed. While we were seated in
the car talking over the accident we were
told that the coyotes had arrived. ~ All who
bad guns repaired to the scene.. The prairie
do%s smelling fresh blood had congregated
to feed on the carcases of the sheep, and we
hsd fine sport peppering them. Twenty-
eight were killed outright and as many
more escaped wounded. I enjoyed the
scenery very much coming through the
mountains. The C.P.R. is a fine road, and
the service on our train was first-class.
Canadians should be proud of the C. P. R.”

Wm. Atkinson, accused of robbing Brake-
man Alberts, was committed for trial by the
magistrate, Mr. McIntosh, in Kamloops, on
Monday. He was admitted to bail.

A large meeting of the congregation of
Christ church was held last night to con-
sider the present condition of affairs. Four
yeurs ago the site for the edifice was pro-
cured from the C,P.R., for which, however,
the church anthorities were unable to pay
within the time specified. = Subsequently
the price was tendered, but Mr, Browning,
land commissioner, refused it, and directed
the congregation to give up possession. To
this the congregation demurred, and  the
matter being likely to find its
way into the ocourt, -the Bishop
of - Westminster has, ,it is  said,
threatened tc dissolve the congregation and
revoke the license of Rev. Mr, Hobson if
the suit goes against the congregation. At
the meeting in question the congregation
discussed the right ot the bishop- to do
either of these things, the opinion being
unanimous that it was not within his pre-
rogative. The meeting appointed a com-
mittee to secure the incorporation of the
church and to prepare a memorial to the
Archbishbop of Canterbury. During the
discussion the tendency to extreme ritual-
ism manifested in certain quarters was dis-
cussed at length, the congregation resolv-
ing 1 to nail their colors to the mast of
evangelical principles. .

VANCOUVER, Dec. 5.—Archie Harrison,
an employe of the Vancouver railroad, died
very suddenly on Sunday night.

Quarantine breakers McLesn and Fore-
man got one month’s imprisonment each.

One-third of the Local Improvement de-

bentures have been disposed of at par; and
two-thirde at 94. Should the Legislature
grant the city power to guarantee the
whole issue, the remaining two-thirds will
be tdken at par.

All the Van Winkle claims will be worked
by one company, of which Capt. Tatlow is
president.

An oganized attempt among the prisoners
in the, city Jockup to break jail was averted
yesterday. . John Clough, the jailer, over-
heard one of the prisoners whisper *‘Weeks-
iah nico coulee ” to a klootchman. Clough
readily translated the words into English,
*¢ pretty soon I come,” and notifying Chief
McLaren, a search was made, when blanket
ropes and other necessary hastily manufac-
tured articles were found in readiness for a
midnight flight. All the prisoners will be
put in close confinement.

A committee iz quietly preparing the
slate for the coming municipal elections
independent of all previous divid.ng lines.

WESTHINSTER.

NEw WESTMINSTER, Dec. 5.—Six young
people were confirmed at Holy Trinity
cathedral last: evening by Bishop Sillitoe.
The interesting ceremony was witnessed by
a large congregation.

Sing Kee, the Rivers Inlet 'murderer,
and three Chinamen, his confedtrates in the
robbery of the cannery safe, together with
the witﬂeuel of the murder, were taken
over to Nanaimo to-day by Capt. Moresby.

E. T. Wade, who is acting as tax collec- |

tor for the sheriff in the matter ot the im-
terest on the Surrey dyking debentures,
started on the warpath this morning armed
with an assessment notice for every rate-
payer in the municipality. ~The ratepayers
are given ten days in which to pay up.
In case of default, the amount will g)e sued
for th-ough the County court.

The pioneer lodge in the Province ofdhe
Daughters of England was instituted in this
city, on Thursday afternoon, by the Dis-
trict Deputy Grand. The President is W.
H. Boyecott, with 17 members.” A meeting
for the election of officers for the new lodge,
which is named Royal, No. 15, will be held
on Wednesday at half-past seven.

Hunting seems. to be the order of the day
at Sumas.  Twelve deer have fallen to the
aim of Willie Campbell, who, though young
in years, has very little to learn as regards
bunting. - Seven bear have also fallen
through the  agency of = Gilbert Cox’s rifle,
and Jim McLean made. three of the same
sort bite the dust, one of which was a large
cinnamon.

The civic nominations passed off quietly
to-day, and were as follows: For Msyor—
Wm. B. Townsend, D. 8. Curtis, James
Johnston.  For school trustees—William,
Wolfenden, J. B. Kennedy, B. W. Shiler,
Dr. W. G. s, John McKenzie, Russell
Smither and James Cunningbam. For
aldermen—Ward 1: J. B. Batchelor, Jas.
Beer, Thomas Levi and W. E. Townsend.
Ward 2: W. A. Duncan, Arthur M. Her-
ring and Thomas Ovens. Ward 3: 8. R.
Pearson and Marshall Sinclair. Ward 4:
Henry Elliott, Thomas Gifford and William
Nancock. Ward 5:  George McKenzie and
James Rousseau.

‘WESTMINSTER, Dec. 6.—A logger, named
Alfred Andrews, was brought down from
Heming bay last night and placed in St.
Mary’s hospital, suffering from a badly

‘crushed foot. His injuries were sustained

while rolling logs on the stairway, oune of
the heavy timbers passing over the unfortu-
nate’s foot. Amputation mﬁf be necessary,
and in any case Andrews will be laid up for
some time.

The steamer Yosemite arrived_ from Vic-
toria to-day and tied up at the C. P. R.
wharf, where she loaded 3,000 sacks of
wheat for Ross, Hall & Co., Victoria, and
1,000 cases canned salmon.

The bark George Thompsen, 1,128 toms,
Capt. B. Young, has completed loading

of interest:last night.

Ex-Ald. Jobn Greigg, the wealthy Hamil.
ton builder, crossed over on the ferfy to-
day to visit the Ledingham boys.  Mr.
Greigg’s nine sons carry on his large busi-
ness during his absence. He said to your
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Jamber at the Brunette mills, and cleared
to-day at the customs for Sydney, N. 8. W.
She carried 729,792 feet. of rough lumber
and 26,042 feet of ties and dressed jumber,
and 301,230 laths, the whole ‘valued at
$7,844.13.

The tug Lorne is expected in' port to-

sy

night, and . to-morrow will tow the Thomp-
son to sea.

Through the breaking of a drill in the
casing, boring operations for coal at South
Westminster at a depth of 100 feet have
ceased for the present. The casing cannot
be recovered. It is hardly probable that
the work will be resumed in this shaft. A
new one will be commenced.

_Seventy men are at work clearing the
right-of-way for the Sumas dyke and 75
teams are employed in connection with the
scheme. Lumsden Bros. are carrying. out
the work in & thoroughly practical way and
80 npidl{ that settlers believe they "have
seen the last overflows in the Sumas valley.
The number of teams will be increased in a
few weeks to 100 and the working staff at
least doubled when the right-of-way is
cleared. A hundred scrapers have been
procured and will be used in the excava-
tions for the dyke and other earthworks.
The wet weather has not interfered to any
great extent with the work. '

Guy W. Walker, of local celebrity, starts
out this week to stump the district in favor
of Imperial Federation, and will endeavor
to form branches of the League. .

At the council meeting last night the
butchers’ association presented an objection
to meats being cut and sold at retail in the
public market at all. There was much ani-
}nated di ion, Commi Trapp tell-
ing the butchers they had done too much of
this d——d farming trade, the district being
kound by the Lunch-grass men in the upper
country, who got all their money, instead of
their dealing in a business-like way with the
farmers.

NANAIMO.

Naxamo, Dec. 6.—The fall assizes opzn-
ed to-day. The case of Buckley and Peck,
for cattle killing, was brought up this after-
noon. A verdict has not been given yet.

Col. Holmes is expected here on Thursday
for the purpose of making the second annual
inspection of the volunteer corps.

The Knights of Pythias will give a grand
ball in the Opera House, on Saturday, De-
cember 17.

Robert Gardner, mule driver at North-
field, was killed last night by falling in front
of his run of boxes. The deceased leaves a
wife and two children. Funeral to-morrow.

Three Chinamen of No. 10 section, E. &
N. railway, had a narrow escape from
death this morning. Their hand-car was
smashed up. They were coming from Wel-
lington and when passing the Northfield
curve suddenly met the early passenger train.
They sprang off in time and left the hand-
car to its fate.

Mah Kee, well-known here for the last
fourteen years, has decamped, taking with
him $900 belonging to the Chinese Masonic
benefit society. His absence for four
weeks aroused suspicion and A. Raper was
called in to open t.ge safe, but when the
safe was opened it was empty. There isno
trace of the absconder, who, it is surmised,
has gone to China. 5

Nanammo, Dec. 5.—The flooding of the
No. 4 shaft of the Wellington colliery,
which is on fire, has been completed. The
flow of water has been shut off, and ar-
rangements are being made so that the
‘¢ pumping out ” process will commence in
a few days. It will take several weeks to
clear the mines of water.

Mr. C. H. Barker has opened a branch
office of the legal firm of Yates, Jay & Rus-
sell, of Victoria and Vancouver, in the
Green block. - Mr. Barker comes from Viec-
toria with the highest recommendations.

There is considerable talk about a new
company beink formed - to develope several
claims on Texada [sland, and the name
given to the company is said to be the

“Georgian Mining Co.,” Mayor Haslam,

resident ; J. H. Pleace, treasurer ; and W.

. Morton, secretary, with 20 other promi-
nent citizens. Work will be commenced as:
soon as the weather breaks.

The funeral of A, C. Clouston took place
from the Masonic hall yesterday afternoon,
and stopped at St. Paul's church, where
Rév.. Canon Good read the burial service.
Worshipful Master Leighton conducted the
Masonic service at the grave.

The Nanaimo infantry marched to the
Presbyterian church yesterday, where a
speocial sermon wag preached by Rev. D. A.
MocRae.

DUNCAN'S.

Duncax’s, Dec. 1.—W. P. Jaynes re-
turned from Victoria.

E. J. Palmer, Chemainus, was on the
Vietoria train down to-day.

J. Maitland-Dougall came back from a
business trip to Nanaimo.

The Cowichan Pleasant Evening society’s
entertainment and dance went off well at
the Agricultural hall, Duncan’s, to-night, an
audience of between 70 and 80' being
ent. Several of the performers-received en-
thusiastic encores, and for especial mention,
a piano solo by Miss Watson, songs by Miss
Hadwen and Miss Jaynes, a recitation by
Mr, J. E. Norcross, a reading given by Dr.
Watson, and the trio rendered by Miss
Hadwen and Messrs. R. Muegrave and G.
H. Hadwen might be singled out for special.
mention. The dance afterwards was per-
haps the most enjoyable part of the evening
to many. Since the last entertainment
Miss G. Hadwen has been elected on the
committee, and twelve new members have
joined the society.

December 2 —Mr. C. Bazett arvived back
from Victoria. !

The Cowichan lake stage was unable to
leave, on account of the flvoded state of the
road near the lake.

* December 3—Mr. Walter F. Burton came-

up from Victoria on this morning’s. train
atter feather and fur.

Percy F. Jaynes took the stage for Cow-
ichan lake.

Robert Cansdale and Robert Jeffrey, two |
deserters from the Warspite, were arrested: |

at Shawnigan lake, and taken down to.
Victoria by. Constable Maitland-Dougall,
and delivered on boardithe Hyacinth.

An Indian, named Reuben, killed the
twenty-first panther of the season in this
district, near the Chemainus schoolhouse.

T. R. Wooldridge is at the Quamichan |

hotel, intending to do.some hunting if thé
weather permits.

PLEMPER'S PASS,

PLemPER’S. PAss, Dec. 5.—Stonekespers
are busy getting in thein Christmas supplies
of goods, among which are many neveltiesin
the way of presents and New Year’s gifis.

St. Andrew’s day was obeerved in grand
style on Galiano island, the bagpipe and
horn beimg brought into, requisition towards
evening. 4

The shooting competition en Saturday
last was favored with good weather and
representatives  from der,
and Saturna islands were present. C.
Qroth, of Galiano, did some good
shooting, but the favors were given to G.
Georgeson, of Mayne Island, who was suc-
cessful in-scoring the highest number of
points. §

The meeting called for Saturday last to
form a rifle club for the Pass was faixly at-
tended, there being present: R. (%, Grey,
chairman; Messrs, E. Hooson, J. D. Bo-

dine, 8. Higgs, J. Robson, E. Winstanley,

Galiano | &

—_—

C. Groth, and others. After dis i
desirability and benefits to the plC:cseﬂgfg “ltlh}e
a club, on the proposition of J. D, Bo}‘ii;l
end C. Groth, H. Macklin was elected sue
retar_y and R. G. Grey, treasurer, for 1'
ic:i!t,'il:zgd. year. The members were )
A social was held at Mrs. Bennett’
‘\_/V'edneeday evening, when a nu;t\fei Qou:‘
E;:;xgs were preseat and a pleasant evening
Mr. Ronald Curry is expecting his N
and sister to arrive here ft?sm th%z Ea;c1 (:'y]r‘;;
time this week. They come from Rt‘gin;
NW. R, and intend settling down. '
The _examination for the Mayne Islang
school is fixed for the 22nd inst. Through
the kindness of the teacher and frien'\l:a
Christmas tree will be given to the children
afl:.erwards., while a musical programme is
being provided for an entertainment 1o |,
held In the school-house the same eveniny
to which a general invitation is being gi\'v;.'

€
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GOLDEN.
(From the Golden Era.)

Slade and Wallinger will carry the win
mails from Golden to Windermere. ;
creased and improved mail service with the
upper country will be given next spring,
The growth of population and industries in
the c;oun;ry denlmnda this, and the Govern.
ment and pestal authorities are t
tal;sh in ﬁhs situation. SR g

e Mining Review Publishing compan
of Okanagan Falls, are about tgo pubIl)isny;
newspaper there to be called the* Okanagan
Fnll§ Mining Review. It will devote at.
tention to mining news of the camps of the
lower interior of British Columbia, viz.
Bo}lm_iary creek, Roek creek, McKinney’
Fairview, Granite creek and Similkameen
Mr. ngter J. Harber, late of the Vernon
News, is manager.

The contract for building the new court
houet? has been awarded to Messrs. Houston
& Wilson. The building will cost about
$850 and be on the lines of the police station
at Donald. - Sixty days is the time allowed
for the work.

KAMLOOPS.
(From the Inland Sentinel.)

The Ladies’ Aid Society, of Kamloops,
give a grand ball at the new school on
December 15. The proceeds will be for
the hospital under the direction of the
society.

The charge of $22 per ton for smelting
Vermont creek ore shipped from Golden,
B.C., by Wells & Pollock, to Tacoma, is
thus explained to the Sentinel: In our
charges for smelting lead ore we calculate
on the cost of getting the lead bullion re.
fined and getting the lead where we can get
New York prices, as the statement is
figured on a basis of New York quotations.
The cost of getting the lead contained in
this ore in shape, and where we could get
New York prices for it, would be about £15
per ton, which would leave the net smelting
charge about $7.

J. W. Haskins intends to spend the win-
ter in Victoria, which will be quite a change
from his hermit-like life in Lardeau pass for
the last two winters.

Dr. 8. J. Tunstall is the medical officer
detailed to daily visit Huntingdon on the
Mission branch-to take precautions against
the introduction of smallpex from Wash-
ington.

At a dinner of Tatnai lodge, I. 0. O. F.,
given by Messrs. Nelsen & Unwin on Friday
evening, a handsome jewel was presented to
Brother Clarke, P. G.

About eighteen settiers have made pre-
emptions at the south end of Mable lake.
A wagon road is much wanted from Fin-
laison’s, on the Shuswap, to this settlement.

Mr. Ross of the C. P. R. stores, Donald,
has gone to Vancouver to take the place of
Mr. Frank Devlin, C. P. R. detective and
freight tracer, appointed Indian agent.

D. Lloyd Jones and Miss Gartrell,
daughter of James Gartrell of Trout creek,
were married recently.

REVELSTOKE.
(From the Kootenay Star.)

A correspondent writes : A large jack
rabbit (a very scarce animal in these parts)
had for some time past been prowling
around my garden sampling the cabbage
that appeared above the snow. I came to
the conclusion that he would made a good
family dinner, and after a smart pursuit
eventually corralled him in the workshop,
where a most exciting hunt took place be-
fore I captured him.

Sites have been promised for churches in

1several of the new towns recently laid out

in West Kootensay.

The weather has been very mild all the
week. Yesterday a thaw set in with rain.
The river is-clear of ice, except that fring-
ing the shore, and if this weather con-
tinues a few days longer there is no doubt
that the Lytton will arrive up. She made
one attempt, but had to put back to

bson.

Dr. E. McLean has been appointed
medical officer of the sawmill at a fixed
salary.

Between 600 and 700 tons ofihay have
been brought by steamer Columbia from
Littie Dalles for Kaslo.

Work commenced on the new sawmill
last Monday on the same site. Lt will bein
running order early in the new year.

CHEMAINUS.
CuEMAINUS, Dec. 5 —Mrs. Palmer left

for St. Paul on Tuesday for the purpose of
spending a few months visiting friends in
that city. She was accompanied by Mr.
Palmer as far as Tacoma.

The people of Chemainus are pleased to
see the: familiar face of Mrs. Pirt again, and
only regret that she cannot find it con-
'venient to remain longer, She proposes
jspending Christmas in town when she will
.return to her home in Seattle.

Messps. Dawson, Lewis.and Pearson were
\pequested to appear at the Nanaimo. Assizes
.to-day to give evidence in regard to the
Northfield murder case.

| It.is grievous to record the death.of Mrs.
‘Sutherland, wife of Rev. Mr. Sutherland.
i Much heartfels sympathy is felt for sie
'bereaved husband and family. A memoral
 service will be heldi next Sabbath.

Phe snow has entirely disappeared ir the
valleys, although cool weather prevais.
The mountains are still robed in white.

LOWIS KOSSUTH.

His Condition, Becoming Mone Sertems—trate
; Fears, for His Life Entertained.

ViENNA, Dec. 6.—A letter just received
from Pesth by Herr Hoffich, a friend oI
Rossuth, from Kossuth’s son, fully confirms
the repert of the grave illness of the ’ff
arian patriot. The son writes theg p*
father’s condition is such as to inspire (h°
most serious fears that he is getting stealllY
weaker, and is troubled with a_tormenti’a
cough and the worst is expected.

LoxpoN, Dee. 5. —W. Robinson 2:0d '11‘-:\\
Burrows fought for a purse of £250at t3¢
National Sporting club to-night. The bo:
was crowded. After a scrambling
Robinson knocked out Bur,ows in the thitd
round,
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