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, Britis’z Premier,

| Edward Carson's Offer of a
Compromise,

Policy of the Liberal Party.

Replying to Sir
Defends the Irish

Premier Asquith at Manchester, on
Dec. 10, replied to Sir Edward Car-
son’s offer of a compromise over the
Home Rule Bill His speech was a
powerful defence of the Government
policy.

The Prime Minister, who was loudly
cheered, said: This Is not the first time
1 have had the pleasure of dining with

the Manchester Reform Club, as I hope

it may not be the last. When my old
friend Lor:d Sheffield, who is your pre-
sident for thig year, was kind enough
to suggesi some months ago that I
should be your guest in the course of
the autumn, I felt that, although a
comparatively short time had clapsed
since you last did me a similar honor,
I could not refuse his invitation, and
the consequence is I am here tonight.
Let me express to him and to you my
most heartfelt thanks for the warmth
of your greeting; and let me add that
slnce I was last in Manchester you
have had, if 1 may venture to say so,
the wisdomm and the good sense to
select one of my most distinguished
colleagues—(cheers)—to contest one of
your most difficult and therefore one
of your most honorable struggles. 1T
congratulate the Liberals of Manchester
on having secured Sir John Simon—
(cheers)—and I congratulate Sir John
Simon that so great and so worthy a
task has been intrusted to him.
Not Going To Be Hustled,

I think it was—Lord Sheitield will
correct me if I am wrong-—[ think it
was [.ord Brougham who told the story
of one of the most illustrious of my
predecessors in the office which I have
the honor to hold—I mean the young-
er Pitt, who was once present at a con-
versation when the question arose as
to which was the quality most needed
in a prime minister of this country.
One person suggested eloquence, an-
other knowledge, and a third industry.
Mr. Pitt declared without hesitation
for patience. (Laughter and applause,
and a voice: “Wait and see.”) After
six years’ experience 1 venture humbly
but emphatically to indorse the judg-
ment. A prime minister of this
country, whoever for the time being he
may be, is not only the head of a
party, but the head of the King's Gov-
ernment, He is the principal trustee
of great causes and of great interests.
And he of all people in the world
should avoid sheort if attractive cuts

and hurried and precipitate commit-
tals.

[ have, I am afraid, in the past some-
timesg disappointed some of our more
ardent spirits, llke my friend Sir
William Byles—(laughter and cheers)
—by what they thought, although they
always expressed it in very polite lan-
guage, an over-leisurely method  of
procedure, I believe, on the whole,
that the ends attained have justified
the means emplaoyed. At any, rate,
[ can assure you that [ am not going
to be hustled now—(loud cheers)—
for though  there is in my opinion a
great deal of exaggeration—a want, in-
deed, of all sense of true proportion—
in much of the talk that we see and
hear at present, yet undoubtedly we are
confronted by a situation swtficiently
grave and intricate to call upon all
persons—I don’t care who or where
they are—all, persons in responsible
places, for the exercise of Mr. Pitt’'s
sovercign virtue of patience, (Hear,
hear.)

The Pledge of 1906.

What is that situation, se far as con-
cerns the I[rish policy of this country?
[ am not going back tonight into any-
thing in the nature of a historical con-
troversy in regard to the immediate
past. It is sufficient to say in a sen-
tence that before the general election
of 1900, and at a time when no human
being, unless he possessed the gift of
prophecy, could possibly foresee what
the result of that election was likely to
be, we of the Liberal party, in view
of the great issue of Free Trade, de-
liberately agreed in advance we would
not raise in the parliament that was
then about to be elected the question
of Home Rule. We adhered to that
pledge, but we found it quite consist-
cnt with it to vote—as we did by a
majority of something like two to one,
at a time when we commanded a ma-
jority not only independent of the
Irish party but of all possible com-
binations of all other parties—to vote
by a majority of at least two to one
in favor of the) principle of Home Rule
subject to the supremacy of the Im-
perial Government.

When that parliament came to an
end, as [ publicly stated in the clear-
est possible terms on behalf of the
Liberal party and in its name, our
hands were  perfectly free, And the

US:

Covernment of today, after two general
elections in the course of a single year,

brought forward an Irish Bill which,

“ALL

as vou know now, in two succeswive
sessions has been carried through the
House of Comamons by overwhelming
majorities—(hear, hear) — majorities
that have ra._iy fallen below and have
often exceeded 100. Moreover, as I
pointed out the other day when I was
speaking to my own constituents at
Ladybank, these majorities have from
first to last been substantially con-
stant. There has been no sign of that
process of defection and abstention
which is sure to set in over such a
space of time when there is anything
of a hostile public opinion outside.
(Cheers.) And there is not the least
reason to apprehend that when the bill
is presented for the third time in the
next session of the House of Commons
it will be found to have lost any of the
support hitherto given to it. (Cheers.)
The Ladybank Offer.
®In other words, the precise case con-
templated by the Parliament act, which
I need not remind you, but I must re-
mind people outside, is now the law of
the land-—(cheers)—the precise case
contemplated by the Parliament Act
has arisen, and yet we are asked to
treat that act, upon which so much
time and so much effort were expended,
as though it were a dead letter. With
the stress of every kind of threat, we
are informed, if we wish to avoid un-
told and unthinkable consequences, it
is our duty to dissolve Parliament at
once—(laughter)—and to- appeal for
the third time to the electorate to see
whether theifverdict still remains as
it has been twice before. (Laughter.)
As I pointed out at Leeds last week,
there appear to me, and I suspect to
not a few of our political opponents, to
be insuperable objections to any such
course, but there are many, of whom I
certainly am one, who, not from any
fear of force, but from a genuine de-
sire that the new system in Ireland
should start, if possible, in an atmos-
phere not of strife but of goodwill, are
prepared to sacrifice not a-little if we
can secure an agreed and lasting set-
tlement,

[ said so more than a month ago at
Ladybank, with the proviso that we
could not and would not surrender the
essential principle of our bill. (Cheers.)
And T then expressed a willingness to
take part in a free interchange of opin-
ion with that object. I am teld, to my
surprise, that I am -supposed to have
gualified or soon withdrawn from that
position at Leeds. I say to my sur-
prise, because I cannot cliarge myself
with any ambiguity, or even any in-
definiteness, of language.

Repeated at Leeds.

I repeated at Leeds, I believe tex-
tually, without the alteration of a sin-
gle substantial word, what I had said
at Ladybank. With what some of my
friends thought—I do not think so my-
self—what some of my friends theyght
an excess of civility—(laughter)—i did
not complain of the spirit in which my
invitation had been received by the
responsible leaders of the Opposition.
I said that suggestive contributions
had come forward from many quarters,
though I could not honestly say at the
moment that I saw the prospect of an

ROUND,”

actual gsettlement, yet that 1 wholly
disagreed with the impatient outside
critics who said that time had bee
or was being wacted. .

And then, which is, oddly enough,
one of those things laid to my charge,
after concurring with Mr. Bonar Law
—which I do not very often do—
(laughter)—as to the drawbacks of
conducting a procedure of this kind by
way of an omoebean dialogue, I de-
clared that is should never be said
with truth that my hand had closed
any door which was open to a reason-
able and honorable peace.

This, I observe, is described by the
great critic of the niceties of speech—
Lord Curzon—as a banging and bolt-
ing of the door. Such are the pittalls
of political metaphor! And other
critics are so much impressed with the
purely imaginary difference between
my two deliverances that, with a mar-
vellous display of the charity which
thinketh no evil, they give me the
.choice between the two alternatives of
L having either spoken at Ladybank in
*deliberate bad faith or at Leeds under
 the compulsion of that sinister crea-
ture of the Tory imagination the Irish
dictator. (Laughter and cheers.) 1
apologize for dwelling at such length
upon my own utterances. I have only
to add that they were both perfectly
deliberate announcements, and that
there was not intended to be, nor do
I think there is, the slightest inconsist-
ency between them.

An Act of Apostacy.

1 will not waste further time over
that. I will come at once to the far
more important question of the pos-
sible conditions for agreement. I men-
tioned some, I think they were three
in number, at Ladybank, which are so
“familiar now that I need not repeat
them, particularly as I do ‘not know
that, in terms at any rate, they have
been ruled out in any responsible quar-
ter. But their recognition plainly
makes it impossible for us to do what
some people seem to expect us to do—
namely, that my colleagues and I
should attire ourselves in white sheets
and apply our penitential tapers ta
the Home Rule Bill, and present the
,ashes to our opponents as an earnest
of goodwill and an overture of future
\discussion. (Laughter and cheers.)

In the days of the Inquisition when
"a convicted heretic was handed over to
the secular arm and was duly burned
at the stake the proceeding wag called
an act of faith. (Laughter.) We are
‘asked by some people to go through
an act of apostacy. (Cheers.) 1 have
been looking all these weeks, and look-
ing in vain, for some corresponding
and, {if possible, not irreconcilable
statement in equally general terms
from those of the Opposition who are
ready, or profess to be ready, to at-
tempt a settlement.

Carson’s Conditions.

I find it, or I fancy I find it, ‘for
the first time where, 1 confess, I should
least expect it, in a speech delivered by
Sid Bdward Carson—(laughter and
cheers)—in this city only a couple of
nights ago. Speaking on behalf of
those whom he represents he lays

down three preliminary conditions to

any settlement. What are they?
First, that “no settlement must humili-
ate or degrade us.” By us, of course,
he means the Protestant minority for
whom he speaks. Secondly, that “we”
—and by that he means Ireland—"must
not get any treatment different and ex-
ceptional from that offered to any and
all other parts of the United Kingdom.”
He must have “the same protection of
the Imperial Parliament, and above
all”—and this I understand to be his
third condition—*“and above all, and it
is here our loyalty to you comes in, we
must have no bilt or no act which es-
tablishes a foundation for the ultimate
separation of your country and ours.”

These conditions are naturally ex-
pressed by Sir Edward Carson in vague
and general language, and I will not
say of themr” what was said of my own
statement at Ladybank, that they are
obscure or ambiguous, but read in
their natural sense I take this first ob-
portunity that has offered itself to say
that I don’t find anything in any of
them with which in principle I should
be disposed to quarrel. (Cheers.) I
say advisedly In principle, because it
may very well be that there might be
room for consideration divergence in
the discussion of details.

" Ireland Must Come First.

Now let me for a moment just take
them seriatim. First of all, Sir Ed-
ward Carson says that any statement
that is worth the name must not be
humiliating or degrading to those for
whom he speaks. I entirely agree, and
that condition, I am sure ‘he would
agree also, must apply equally to all
sections and to all parties in Ireland.
(Cheers.) Next he says that the treat-
ment of Ireland must not be different
or exceptional from that offered to
other parts of the United Kingdom,
and they must continue to enjoy the
same protection of the Imperial Par-
liament. If I am right, I understand
this as pointing to some scheme of
what is popularly called “home rule
all round,” and if so I have two or
three observations to make upon it.
In the first place—and here I don’t
know whether we. should differ—as I
said at Ladybank, and as I repeat here,
not only to Sir Edward Carson, but
to many of my own friends, the case
of Ireland is first in point of urgency,
and must come first. You cannot de-
lay dealing with it till you have gone
through What, as Sir Edward Grey
pointed out last night, must of neces-
sity, with the best will in the world,
be a long and complicated process, that
of adapting the principle of Home Rule
to the varied requirenrents of the dif-
ferent parts of the United Kingdom.

I say next in regard to Sir Edward
Carson’s stipulation that treatment
must not be different or exceptional,
that I agree, subject to this modifica-
tion that there are peculiar conditions,
economic, social, historical, in Ireland,
just as there are in Scotland, just as
there are in Wales, and as there are
in England, which make the applica-
tion of a cost-iron, what I called at
Leeds standardized, Home Rule a thing
we cannot take up. The principle by
all means, the principle in its fullness,
the principle applied equally and in

Declares That He Will Not Be

Hustled By

'U Ister Unionists

and Believes Threats of Re-
bellion Greatly Exaggerated

the spirit of equality to all parts of the
United Kingdom, but with each of
them, to those special circumstances
which are appropriate to themselves,
and the neglect or igneoring of which
has in the past led to so much fool-
ish and futile legislation and adminis-
tratton. .
“A .Prevention of Separation.”

Lastly, as to the authority of the
Imperial Parllament, 1 entirely agree.
A real and effective authority, and not
a nominal and shadowy authority—a
real and effective authority, supreme
and indefeasible and ungquestionable,
must be retained by the Imperial Par-
liament over all the separate delegated
assemblies which may be set up in
any part of the world. (Hear, hear.)
That brings me to Sir Edward Car-
sen’s third point. “We must have no
bill or act which establishes a founda-
tion for the ultimate separation of
our country from yours.” I need not
say that I and you and every Home
Ruler in this country is entirely agreed
about . that. (Hear, hear, and ap-
plause.) We have supported Home
Rule in Ireland now for a generation
because we believe it to be not a step-
ping-stone to but a prevention of
separation.

We believe that our bill as it stands,
as we know it has ng intention, can
have no such effect, and we are pre-
pared—and here I speak to some of
our old Federalist friends, friendly
critice—we are perfectly prepared to
consider with an open mind, with a
view to meeting every reasonable ob-
jection, any stipulation in the bill—I
refer only to one, or what seems to
some -persons to be one, the case of
the postoffice—any of the stipulations
in the bill which, in their view, have
a separatist or an anti-federal tend-
ency. Those are not the essence of the
measure. They do not go down to its
foundations. They are not concerned
with its principles. Make as clear as
you can, not only by express enact-
ment but by the spirit and scope of
your measure, that, on the one hand,
you are maintaining the supreinacy
the Imperial Parliament, and, on the
over all persons and communities of
other hand, that you are drawing to-
gother and not separating the different
constituent elements of the United
Kingdom. (Cheers.)

May Lead to Settlement.

I said I regarded those declarations,
coming from the quarter from which
they do, as a significant and a hope-

ful feature of the situation;-and I can-
not but express a belief—and more
than a belief, an expectation—that dis-
cussion, freely and frankly carried om,
on the lines which I myself indicated
at Ladybank, on the one hand, and om
the lines which Sir Edward Carson in-
dicated in his Manchester spcech, onm
the other, may lead, as Heaven grant
it will lead, to what we all desire far
more than a prolengation of an em-
bittered controversy — a settlement
which will command the assent and
the goodwill of all parties. (Loud
cheers,)

I agree with Sir Edward Carson and
those of whom he is the spokesman
that we have to consider carefully snd
sympathetically the case of the Irish
minority. (Hear, hear.) Whether their
apprehensions are well or ill balanced,
the serious fact is that they exist,
they are genuinely and deeply felt, and,
quite apart from such contingency as
overt resistance of the law, they
constitute, until they are abated
or removed, the one formidable
obstacle to Irish sympathy. 4
have never sald a word from
the beginning until this moment te
minimize their gravity or to disparage
their weight among those by whom
they are felt. But equally we must
keep in- mind the case of the majority
—men who have worked and struggled
during more than the lifetime of a gen-
eration, and who see the goal so long
struggled for now at last actually with-
in their sight. And last, but certain-
ly not least, you must have regard te
the fortunes of this United Kingdom,
of all its constituent parts. These are
the guiding and governing considera-
tions which ought at a critical mo-
ment like this to operate on the mind
of a statesman. They rise high above
the dQusty arena, even the mephitie
upper atmosphere, of a partisan con-
troversy. This brings us face to face
with the realities of our intricate,
complex, over-varying political and
social life. They ought to make us
realize, as I believe they do, that im
face of such-problems division, dissen-
sion, and, above all, civil strife are
foreign to the best traditions of the
true political genius of our race, and
that we, one and all, should regard
it as our bounden duty to bring inte
the common stock the spirit of genu-
ine co-operation and everything we
can contribute to secure a real and
lasting Imperial unity. (Loud cheers.}
BRAVE.

DIDIER MASSON, FIRST MILITARY AVIATOR EXEC

Killing of Daring Frenchman by Mexicans Brings Up Question
Whether a Military Aviator Shall Be Treated as a
Scout or a Spy in Wars in the Future.

Just after sunrise.one day early last
September a sleepy file of Mexican
federal soldiers trudged toward the
baked-clay shore of Las Guaymas in
the State of Sonora, says the New
York Sun. Among them walked a dis-
hevelled little man whose hands were
tied behind his back and whom they
led by a rope around his neck like a
captive animal., They unceremoniously
siood him, like a tenpin, at the edge
of a newly-dug pit. While the litile
captive took his last look at the bril-
liant glory of the fleckless azure sky
and the burnished waters of the bay
the grumbling soldiers ranged in line.
They aimed their guns; there was a
ragged volley—the little man wilted
and tumbled into the pit; revolvers
spat their contents into the pit. The
pit was filled with the yeilow sand
loam. The soldiers trudged to break-
fast, and that was all that marked the
passing of Didier Masson, aviator, sol-
dier of fortune, Chaseur d’Afrique and
product of the human aviary on Hemp-
stead Plains, near New York.

All in Day's Work.

To the Federals who Kkilled him and
to the Constitutionalists who lost his
services it was all in the day's work.
But to air folk and military students of
aeronauts the incident marks an epoch.
Poor little Masson, known affectionate-
ly from coast to coast among people
who follow the air lanes, was the first
airman captured while on military
duty who was executed by the enemy.
In the Italian-Turkish war aviators
were shot while in flight; several were
killed while at work in the Balkan con-
flict. But none of those captured was
executed.

The execution of Masson in Mexico
s not regarded as establishing a prece-
dent by military people, because, they
say, all customs of civilized warfare
are ignored daily below the Rio Grande
in the present conflict. But the inci-
dent gives a grim point to the discus-
sien of vears concerning the status of
a military aviator.

Indeed, the execution of Masson s
the text of a ecommunication recently
addressed to the civilized nations of
the world by the Federation Aerona-
tique Internationale, with headquarters
in Paris, in which the world powers
are reqeusted to define their attitude
toward aviators participating in war-
fare.

Was Masson a scout or a spy?

Some five or six hundred yvears ago
certain basic rules governing warfare
were formulated by the mest civilized
nations. Among &8ther things it was
agreed that a scout, captured, should
be accorded all the rights of a prison-
er of war, There was no question of
penalty except that he was to be de-
tained until ransomed. A spy, on the
other hand, was foredoomed to death.
: Scout or Spy.

The scout is a soldier who goes forth
openly, with all the badges of his affil-
lation, to discover the enemy and his
dispositions and resources,

The spy sneaks Iinto thes enemy's
camp by stealth and subterfuge and
insinuates himself into the enemy’s
good graces by falsehood and flagrant
deceit. It 1s internationally agreed
that he deserves no consideration 1f

" aaught.

Army officers at Governors Island

sgy that the clvilized nations have not

question has never arisen. Should a
war arise between two great powers
l)gforc the question is adjudicated
either one or both would formally an-
nounce their attitude toward the mili-
tary aviator and it would be considered
pvr_"fectly ethical from a military view-
point to carry out the announced pur-
pose.

Arns® men and aviators have dis-
cussed the airman’s war status ever
since flying began, and it is almost the
universal opinion that the aviator shall
be treated as a scout. He wears the
pmform of his country; he scouts for
information openly; he takes palpable
chances while flying over the enemy;
he announces his presence, perhaps.
by hurling bombs; he exposes himself
and his craft to all the hazards of or-
dinary warfare while directing the
gunners in their work. Furthermore,
it is a generally accepted theory in
army circles that in order to defeat
the air scout you must oppese him
with an air scout.

It is belleved that in the next great
ponﬂit‘t the cavalry arm will lose its
importance as the eyes of the army; it
iIs considered that the side with the
largest, most efficient and best offi-
cered air fleet will win. Lieut. Jacob
I'ickell, of the Twenty-second Infan-
try, the first man to sharp-shoot from
an aeroplane, is convinced that the
battles of the future will be fought
from 100 to 300 miles apart and the
soldiers on earth will be simple pawns
to occupy evacuated territory.

Under these circumstances military
aviation folk believe that little Mas-
son’s lonely end will stimulate definite
action fixing the war status of the
aeria] fighter. Undoubtedly if the
brave Frenchman could have known
what end his passing would serve he
would have been content. He was a
cheerful soul, a typical soldier of for-
tune. In spite of his smiling dark eyes
and his gentle optimism there was
about him an unconscious wistfulness
that spelled tragedy.

Bit of Bad Luck.

The incident that cost him his life
was just a bit of the bad luck that fol-
lowed his career. The same thing has
happened to every aviator in existence
without serious results. Under ordin-
ary circumstances it would merely
arouse an aviator’s ire.

It was on a roasting hot day last
August. The Constitutionalists at-
tacked Las Guaymas. As usual Mas-
son in his aeroplane flew over the
town and the harbor te drive the ar-
tillerymen from the forts and the gun-
boats out of range. As usual the gun-
boats started for the distant deep
waters and the batteries were silent.
Dreaded and triumphant, the aeroplane
started back toward the Constitution-
alists’ lines.

But just as it hovered over the shore
line of L.as Guaymas the craft gently
inclined toward earth. The watching
Federals, on shore and on the fleeing
gunboats, throneh glasses diacovered
that the propeller had stopped. The
gunboats wpaced for the harbor and
the artillervmen dashed to the forts.
The amazed Constitutionalists stopped
fichting while they breathlessly watch-
ed their aviator desperatelv sirive to
prolong the glide of the aeroplane so
it wovld land him outside of the Fed-.
eral lines.

formally agreed concerning the status
of the - military aviator because the

Target for Riflemen.:
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And I thought that I

target for every Federal rifleman, not
more than 300 feet over the house-tops
of Las Guayamas, It finally landed at
Emplam, the American manufacturing
section of the town.

- Instantly war’s concert broke loose.
Every battery and gun in the forts
and on the gunboats Was trained on
the silent and still aeroplane. They
raked the territory with all the variety
of shot and shell in their magazines.

The biplane floated earthward, the

The Constitutionalists were helpless to

-

aid their air goldier.

The terrific enfilading fire failed to
reach the aeroplane, but it penned in
the aviator as securely as if he were
in prison. After several attempts to
reach the shelter of a factory building
Masson tore a piece out of his shirt
and held it up on a bamboo pole as a
flag of truce. The firing ceased. The
Federal soldiers cautiously crept from
the shelter of the wallg of Las Guay-

mas. They handled the aeroplane gin-

gerly. Masson, with arms pinioned, di-
rected how it was to be wheeled into
town. It was practically undamaged
in the forced landing. The motor, in
perfect condition, had stopped” for the
very good reason that the gasoline
tank was empty. A common oversight
among aviators—in this case fatal
Gen. Ojeda, the Federal commander,
who had suffered much as a conse-
quence of the daring of the little air-

man, called a court-martial. It was asphere.

UTED AFTER CAPTURE BY ENEMY

Thrilling Adventure and Bad Luck Mixed in the Career
Ended by a File of Federal Soldiers at Las
Guayamas Last

September.

formality. Ten minutes after it con-
vened Masson was condemned,
A Soldier of Fortune.

So ended the career of a man who
had been a soldier of France in Africa.
He served in the same regiment with
Louis Paulhan. When Paulhan learned
to fly and rose brilliantly to world
fame, Masson joined@¢ him as a me-
chanic., Paulhan, in the meantime, had
married Masson's sister. When Paul-
han came td America in 1909 his
diminutive brother-in-law came with
him.

Paulhan went back to France, but
Masson remained. In those days an
aviation colony was communal in its
principles. An earnest worker, though
he might be as poor as a church mouse,
was absorbed by the community, and
it mattered not how poor they might
be, some way was found to carry the
poorer one along. In some such fash-
ion Masson was a part of the Hemp-
stead Plains community until his
chance came to fly. He took out the
enormous craft built by Miss E. L.
Todd and achieved the marvel of get-
ting it off the ground and back again
without damage.

Atter that Ne
where, mnearly always
States. If it wasn't a
monoplane. True to his
tune varied sharply —Some two years
ago FPete McLaughlin, at Mineola, re-
ceived a letter from him somewhere in
Kansas reciting the story of his smash;
the letter was written from a hospital
wherg a broken leg was mending. He
needed enough money to get to Omaha,
where he could find a job as mechanic.
The loan, as usual, was s« rupulously re-
paid.

flew something some-
in the United
biplane it was a
type, his for-

Hired by Rebels.
J.ast March the Constitutionalist junta

to drive a military biplane.
was to be $800, Mex., per month. As
everyone Knows, this is equal! to %400 in
currency of the United States, For this
munificent compensation the little
Frenchman bound himself t§ make at
least four flights over the enemy each
and every week, Tkey paid him two
months' salary in advance and practically
owed him the rest, it is said when he was
executed.

‘In order to make his retreat into the
United States impossible they arranged
aji impressive opera bouffe with the aid
of the United States officials at Nogales,
Ariz. Just before they were about to
slip across the border Masson and his
Mexican friends and his biplane were ar-
rested. They were charged with violat-
ing the neutralit} laws. The horrible
punishuient that is meted out by Uncle
Sam to those who break the neutrality
laws was forcefully impressed upon Mas-
son, At midnight somebody took the
aviator and his craft and loaded them on
a wagon and galloped the outfit across
the border, Here Masson found himself
in the midst of the Constitutionalists. In
front of him were the Federals; behina
bim yawned the prisons of the United
States. He was perfectly ready to be &
good Constitutionalist aviator.

Made Him_a Hero,

They made a her/o( him before he
flew, but when his aeroplane refused to
budge from the ground near Hermosillo
during the first attempts the Cohstitu-
tionalist soldiers began to poke him play-
fully in the ribs with their machetes.

The biplane could not fly because the

altitude was too great for the area of
wing surface it presented to the atmo-
Little Masson was obliged to

in Los Angeles hired Masson for a year|
The salary |

build additional wings, those panels which
are hooked on the ends of aeroplane
wings and which are called extensions.

L.ate in May he made his first success-
ful Aflight, circling over .the Federal
stronghold of Las Guayamas and drop-
ping a few bombs in the streets. The
Federal gunboat Guerrero tried to sheil
him in the air, but failed to touch himm
The Constitutionalists began to respeet
him after this exhibition, They grew
positively enthuslastic when he helped
decisively to win the battle of Ortiz early
m June,

Carrying a passenger, Capt, Manuel B
Alcado, he showered bombs from the
aeroplzne over the Federal trenches amd
caused such havoe in the Federal ranks
that thelr retreat became a rout. Oms
trench he shelled held 52 Federal deadi
Immeyintely after this performance he
helped to drive the Federals into the con-
fines of l.as Guaymas and pra'-tlt-all.ir
cleared them out of the rest of the terri-
tory of Sonora.

He directed the fire of the batteries so
accurately that the Federal batteries
were destroyed. He flew over the whole
Federal force and kept the Constitutiom-
alist commander informed concerning &
series of mahoeuvres that threatened his
flank and his rear, Finally in a brilliant
flight over a wild, rugged, apparently in-
accessible country around Hermosillo he
spied out a route which enabled Col, Ben-
jamin Hill to flank the Federals and cut
off their rail communications.

Little Masson’s achievements had madea
him the hero of the Constitutionalists and
the best hated man among the Federals
Huerta's soldiers attributed all theip
ttcubles to the man in the flying machine
He .drove thelr gunboats, the Guerrere
and Tampico, out of Las Guayvamas
narbor repeatedly,

The Constitutionalists assert
stroved the Tampico with bombs finally.
The Federals deny it. It is significant,
however, that the Tampico has disap-
peared from action in Mexican conflictss

THE SIMPLE LIFE IN FRANCE.
[Review of Reviews.|

It is not good form

France to be in a

the

he de-

in Southerrs
‘hurry. Strenuous
hard labor is to be avoided or justified
only by special or temporary reasons. [
am told that a large proportion of the
population of Toulouse is made up ef
families who in early life worked hard
for a few years, in order that for their
remaining years they might be rid of
the annoyance of labor. A man would
set kis mark at the accumulation aff
$4,000—or $10,000, according to his ame-
bitior or his ideals of comfort. TUntil
this gcal was reached he would put
forth almost abnormal energy. But
when that fortune was made, whemn,
according to American standards, the
point was reached at which the ae-
cumulation of riches should becoms
more rapid, the business would be
closed out or allowed to pass to other
hands. The modest little competenes
was applied to the purpose for which
it was sought. It enabled its posses-
sor to abandon effort. Establishing
himself upon a small holding in th®
suburbs, near enough to his beloved
city to remain a part of its life, he
follows a simple dignified existencs,

with no thought of ever adding to hiw
possessions,




