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ME. GEORGE DAWSON’S LECTURE
ON TUB ntBNCH REVOLUTION.

From the Birminghsm Journal 
According to promise^ren in the Town 

Halit a few weeks ago, Mr. Getfoge Dawson 
M.A., delivered a lecture at the same place, 
on Wednesday, the 29th ult., the subject 
being the French Revolution. This lecture 
was also at the requcst^of the Mercantile 
and Literary Institute. The hall was 
crowded, and amongst those present were 
many, of the most influential inhabitants of 
the town.

Mr. Dawson was shelved with much ap
plause, and in opening remarked, that his 
present purpose might by some of them be 
regarded as doubtful in its wisdom »nd 
apocryphal in its consequences ; but when 
he looked around him and saw the faces of 

i • so many sensible and honourable men, he 
could not suppose they thought he was 
about to do anything wrong, else they had 
no business thereto countenance him in so 
doing. He would, therefore, take it for 
granted that he bad not made any great mia- 

. lake on the score of prudence or wisdom ; 
and when he had finished, they who doubted 
him would be able to jüdge whether the cx-

Ewtation was larger than the performance.
very newspaper writer had been allowed 

to write of recent events by the yard, and 
why it should bo wrong for a man to speak 
of them he confessed his ignorance. Liber
ty of speech was the great characteristic as 
well as the safeguard of a free country ; and 
following hit usual course of saying what 
he thought, without meaning to Offend any; 
man, ha was utterly careless whether that 

f accident should happen or not. It appear
ed needful., before taking into consideration 
the peculiar case which had recently oc
curred, that he should say a few words as 
t9 what be considered to be tbe natural 
history apd philosophy of revolutions. The 
usual meaning attached by eome people to 
a Revolution was, that it was a mere whim
sical dieliki on the part of a people to be 
ruled or governed. Gentility looked at it 
from a distance aa an improper and vulgar 
thing, in regard to which it was the first 
duty ol L iciety to have it put down. That 
It was a thing to be put down he (the lec
turer) quite agreed, but the true way to do 
this was to set to work to ascertain how it 
came at all, and of what malady it wee the 
symptom. A people did not rebel for the 
•aka of doing so, although there were a few 
men who were fond of a Revolution for the 
foe of the thing, rather than having any 
real object in view. This was doubtless 
the case with the renowned Cochramle Re
volution, although to be sure it w as said to 
have had for its object the assumption of a 
dictatorship over the fountain on tho right- 
hand aide of Trafalgar Square. A Revolu
tion never came about chance-wise.— 
There was always either a real or an ima
gined wrong at the bottom of it, a wise 
man had told them that it mattered little 
which of the two it happened to be—wheth
er real or fancied, it ought either to be re
moved or cleared up. Then, again, tbevr 
would hear respectable individuals tell 
them that the lower classes of people had 
a great dislike of being governed at all— 
that their impatience was not as to this or 
the other form of government, but against 
all forms Whatever. Now, the rule of 
society was that men liked to be guided 
and governed ; and what they were impa
tient of was bad government and bad guid
ance. This was the crisis at which the 
Preach people considered they had arrived ; 
they saw the many governed for the good 
of the few, and having determined to enter 
their proteet against the continuance 
of each » mode of government, they had 
done it in a way which had drawn upon 
them the eyes of the whole of Europe. Far 
be it from him to insult fallen greatness, 
bat in speaking of Louie Philippe, be could 
not find a single redeeming trait wherewith 
to qualify the opinion he had formed of him.
In the downfall of that man, he (the lecturer) 
found a dwarf restored to his proper natural 
dwarfishnese, and taken off the pedestal on 
wbieli some force of circumstances, and an 
immoderate stock of knavery, had placed 
him. He left the vulgarians who met him 
at Newhaven to weep Jeremiads of sympa
thy over the fallen fortunée of Mister Smith,

». joet the amount of sympathy 
with him which he had with the man in the 
meet who was guilty or breaking the law, 
and was heieg led away for the purpose of 
being punished. If they carefully examin
ed the life of the man, they would not find 
in it one noble passage. Ho came of a bad 
stock, and that etock had shown itself bid 
in its last descendants. He was put upon 
the French throne by a piece of trickery, 
an which hankers, lawyers, red tspists, and 
money-jobbers, were the prime movers.—
He tried-to govern France by a system hav- 
lflff foMts^ object the personal aggrandise
ment of the governors without regard to 
the welf.r. o 1 th. go.mwd-in th. nio.- 
teeeth century endewroerie, to put into 
poetic# the old theory of hiaeehlp th.t 
th. kingdom wi. prime property, belong- 
ing to him by divine right. He managed 
aleo to get the etringe of the whole of 
France into Parie, and by this meens 
could meve • the whole of the country 
through th# crowd# of place-hunters aad 
placeholder# who

him. He also tried to rule the kingdom by 
means of the money bag, being one of those 
who imagined that everything was to be 
bought by the puree. That he should have 
found in Guizot a minister to aid him in car
rying on his schemes, was one of the sad
dest things in modern life—a man who had 
proved himself to be one of tho soundest 
preachers of constitutional freedom—a man 
who up to the last kept his hand uncorrupt
ed end pure, but at the same time a man 
who knew that he was governing France 
by venality, corfbption, and bribery of every 
possible kind, as had, since his flight, been 
proved beyond dispute. That Guizot 
should run with his master, was good ; but 
that he should run with Louis Philippe as 
his Mephistophiles, was one of the most 
melancholy things that had happened in tfac 
whole course of events. In every human 
movement there were what might be called 
proximate and remote causes, which made 
the matter come to a crisis. Tho French 
see themselves sinking lower and lower by 
the grasping selfishness of those who 
govern them, and find it at last unbearable. 
The day at length comes when the proxi
mate and remote causes of this bear upon a 
reform banquet which is to be held in 
Paris, and which had for its object the 
widening of the suffrage, the amending the 
law as to the representation, and also 
tho overcoming of theToadie» and place- 
hunters hovering about the Court. This 
banquet was forbidden and counter-forbid- 
dcr, until it was at length announced that 
it would not take place. The people are 
determined that this state of things shall 
not continue—a little shuffling takes place 
amongst the Ministers—the people give the 
King one chance—be heeds it net, and a | 
Republic comes in view. This revolution 
was not so much a revolution of dynasties, 
setting up the younger and. deposing the 
elder branches of the Bourbons. That day 
was over, and the Bourbon reign was now- 
put aside as a thing not worth anymore the 
troublingone’s head about. Looking, then, 
at the remote causes to which this would 
bring them, they would find that the power 
of the working classes had been increasing 
without fheir having a corresponding power 
of putting it into practice—increasing, 
without efforts being made to increase 
their knowledge as to the best mode in 
which that power was to be pxercised.— 
The upper classes had played their day, the 
middle classes were playing theirs, and it 
was not to be expected but that the lower 
classe» would eUo piny theirs too. The 
great cause of tbia French revolution nau 
been the labour question. Now, what was 
it? It came into this—was it right that

___, he would now read an extract from
a speech from Lord John Russell, delivered 
in 1845, when he was in Opposition. He 
had a high respect for hie lordship whilst in 
Opposition, for he ihen made good speeches, 
and delivered himself of sensible ideas, but 
so soon as the sun pf place rose upon him 
they vanished and faded away with the 
morning dew. The extract was as follows : 
“ If we look at the labouring classes—if we 
look to the men who either till the soil or 
labour in the factories—if we look to the 
quantity of necessaries which their wages 
could buy in the middle of the last century, 
and that which they could buy now—I 
think that we must be convinced that they 
have not participated in an equal degree in 
the advantage» which Civilization and im
proved knowledge have conferred upon us.” 
In 1845 Lord John said that it was then a 
lavourable opportunity for trying to per
manently improve the state of the working 
classes, but (,his opportunity was allowed to 
fade away and had not returned. Now this 
was the testimony of one of the higher 
classes that the working man had not ob
tained his proportion of the advantage de
rivable from the world’» progress in knowl
edge* It was not right in this matter the 
passage tif scripture riiould he fulfilled, 
which said that to him who hath should be 
given and from him who hath not should be 
taken away? That the labourer was not 
gaining what he xvas entitled to was felt in 
Franco,:and hence the desire that the next 
revolution should bo one by which they 
should get something. They got «othing 
by the first revolution, and still less by the 
second, and it was, not to be wondered at, 
therefore, that tfiey should try to gain 
something by their motion this time.— 
They turned out to the streets to fight, 
and he could not sufficiently admire the 
men who could quietly return to their 
houses unnoticed and unknown, after strug
gling for something from which they might 
not perhaps expect to reap any benefit 
whatever. They turned out to the streets 
for the purpose of Overturning a Govern
ment obnoxious to them. They succeeded, 
and they now attempted to, set up a new 
one which should so govern France as^that 
labour should take something by its last 
and most emphatic work. The Govern
ment were willing to grant this ; but ho 
had nq. faith in Governments trying to 
manage .joint stock bakeries and provision 
shops for the people. He did not believe 
it was the province of a Government to feed

but that it wan not able at present to do so, 
he bad not the slightest doubi. This prob
lem was only to be solved by France and 
England joining together, with that cud in 
view—it was not solvable out of this coun
try. The next important question was as 
to the likelihood of war now. He believed 
that this was far more unlikely than before 
Louis Philippo’s fall. Happily there was 
no person to fight. The Germane had 
risen and riuul shown that they could 
be something more than mystics and pipe 
smokers when it was needful. They had 
ient Metternich to the right-about, were 
bringing the King of Prussia to book, and 
were also taking to task their old tory 
friend of Hanover. The great fear was 
that that unholy alliance in the north be
tween Austria, Prussia, and Russia, would 
go to war with France ; but Austria had 
better take care of itself, as there xvas'every 
prospect that it would soon settle into a 
third-rate concern indeed. Prussia would 
not daro to go to war with France, aa it 
had enough cut out for it lo mind and mend 
its own affairs for some lime to come.— 
The great danger of war sccincd to be re
duced to the will of one nation, and that 
was Russia. Would Nicholas, however, 
try to wage it against us alf ? Tho Pole 
was likely to rise again and assert his 
nationality, and the Circassian was not yet 
put down ; and should Russia attempt any 
wars against western Europe, it would find 
such universal rising as would drive its 
savage bear back to his native icebergs, and 
show him the detestation in which his des
potism had so long been regarded. As for 
this country it would go lo war^but in a 
very different manner to that of which it 
had long since had sufficient. When the 
first Frer^h Revolution broke out, this 
country engaged in a most unholy crusade, 
and we were smarting under it to this day, 
in the shape of debts and taxes, which had 
taught us to let tho French alone. There 
was still, however, too much petty meddl
ing with other nations ; and m reference to 
our recent‘interference witti Portugal, he 
considered it was u disgrace to a free nation 
that wo should step in to prevent a people 
from settling with its Government any vio
lation of pledge or dereliction of duly of 
which it had been geilty. He considered, 
then, that this country should leave the 
French altogether alone ; nay, further than 
this, that we should recognise their right to 
be governed by a republic, or by a monarchy 
of three kings, just as they pleased. Were

able opportunity for their entering a great 
protest, calm but firm, that they must have 
a cheaper Government, a wider franchise, a 
better representative system, and n larger 
measure of progression, than they had had 
yet. He believed he might toy thus much 
for tho working classes, that if they saw a 
Government setting about the work of re
formation in a right way, they would do all 
they could to assist that Government in the 
fairest possible manner to carry it out.— 
They merely demanded Reform. If the 
Government could give it, good ; if not, 
then they must move out of the way, and 
some one else would be got to fill their 
places. Mr. Dawson sat down amid much 
applause. The lecture occupied above an 
hour and a half in it» delivery, and con
sequently tho above is a mere outline. It 
was listened to with the greatest attention, 
and the audience repeatedly evinced, by 
their hearty applause, their concurrence in 
the sentiments of the lecturer,

Alderman Palmer having been called to 
the chair, a vote of thanks was proposed by 
Mr. Wright to Mr. Daxvson, uhich was 
seconded by Councillor Barnett, and pass
ed by acclamation. Mr. Daxvson shortly 
acknowled the compliment, and the meet
ing separated.

were contmodly about

labour should get no part in the1 profits 
thereof, that the profits of labour should al
ways floxv into one channel, leaving the 
labourer in the same position in which he 
was originally found ? Was it right that 
we should sit down despairing xvhen it xvas 
found that a large nuiu&er of men were not 
able to get a fair day’s wage» for a fair 
day’s labour? It was easy for poetical 
economists to say that in the present state 
of society it çould not bo otherwise? If 
this were the case, then men must say, al
ter society. He need not tell them that he 
almost entirely disagreed with the political 
econom^pf the Provisional Government of 
France. We were more learned in that 
part of political enconomy which treated of 
the production of wealth than in that which 
treated of the distribution of wealth. It 
appeared to him that the French knew very 
little of either aide of the matter, but this 
they knew, that things aa they were, were 
very bad. They did not hold, however, that 
men might ait down and say that as 
now so it would ever be. They did not 
say that there would not always be 
poor men upon tho earth ; but what thtey 
said was, were they always to bo so poor. 
In addition to this, there had long been 
spreading a feeling against the competitive 
principle of labour ; they wished to try 
whether association was or was not better 
than competition. That we could do with
out competition he did not believe. He had 
tittle faith in any mechanical tailoring 
fashions of reforming the world, that put 
our property into a common stock ; and he 
could not see how societies of men dwell
ing in parallelograms, or shakers’ villages, 
or trapper»’ settlements, or anything of that 
sort, were to bring, about any great good 
for the world. Nevertheless, it might be 
asked whether our competition was not 
overdone, and whether or not association 
might not be tried ? Instead, therefore, of 
Fourierism», or communisms, being sneered 
at, give them room for a trial, whether they 
were capable of being carried out. Those 
things have long been spreading in France. 
Men have long been trying what might be 
done by joint-atock speculation. Tho great 
people always did try ^he associative‘princu 
pie themsoves, for what was the problem of 
the west-end clubs but as to whether a 
man could not live as xvell there upon 
£200, aa upon £20,000, a year elsewhere. 
The ballot-box was generally sneered at 
also by these people as un-English and un
constitutional, and a cowardly way of doing 
things, but yet they themselves put their 
hands into the blackballing box, in order 
that it might not be seen who blackballed. 
And yet thpao were tho individuals who 
came forth to preach against working-men 
•olving the same principle for themselves, 
although after a somewhat ruder fashion.— 
All ho aeked was fair play for the ox peri- 
ment. Every person who talked of com
munism was set upon as wishing to knock 
society upside down. It had no such ob
ject. The question was not for us to con
sider whether those who think labour had 
not fkir play in the earth were right or 
wrong, but merely whether they thought 
they were right or wrong, and there was a 
strong feeling abroad throughout Europe 
that Vne working-man had not scope enough 
to earn his bread, or run hie race in the 
world. To show that this was really the

ian «___ _____ _
in the utility ofa Government pottering and 
tinkering at workmen’s wages, or talking 
about tho hour at which a man should leave 
bis work. 'These things would have the 
effect of narrowing the province of a Gov
ernment rather than enlarging it. This 
modern Government, however, xvas not to 
be despised because they might make a fexv 
mistakes in the outset, before the experi
ment was fully put into operation. The 
Provisional Government had been placed in 
office under the most trying circumstances. 
They found an exhausted exchequer, and 
the national credit almost in state of bank
ruptcy, and it could not but bo expected 
that in their efforts to meet the crisis whieh 
they had to encounter, they should make 
some mistakes. Six or seven men never 
had harder work put upon them since the 
world began. They had come into being 
under the most unfavourable circumstances, 
having a debt bequeathed them of a great 
mass of lying and corruption, and the task 
assigned them of reducing a chaos of con

Newport lately, xvherea fexv years ago they 
had a revolution o& a email scale ; and hav
ing asked what they had made by their 
motion Sh that occasion, a barracks of 500 
soldiers was pointed out to him as tho re
sult of their going out to the streets to
fight. Ho considered it fo be the glory of
our constitution that it was imperfect ; for ! 
it showed them that only such a constitu
tion could accommodate itself to the times 
through xvhich it had to pass. The French 
had brought their Parliament to book, and 
it was now our bounden duty to do the 
same ; but as most of those noxv present 
knew that nothing was to be got from xvin- 
dow breaking and tomfoolery of a like sort, 
lie was not afraid of their resorting to such 
a course. The French could not get it by 
any other means, as they had no free press, 
no right of meeting together, and not even 
tho glorious right of grumbling when they 
were discontented. XVc, however, had a 
free press, with free speech, and certain 
means which we could use in extracting

LONDON CORRESPONDENCE
or THE BRITISH COLONIST.

London, May 5, 1848.
The chief event to be chronicled this 

week is tho result of the elections in France. 
It is an event, indeed, tom much mistaken 
if it does not exert an incalculable influence 
upon European society. It has proved, 
once and for ever,' that an extended suffrage 
is not dangerous to a community, but tends 
rather to preserve and consolidate it. One 
would certainly have supposed that a violent 
and excitable people like ihc French,—Re
volutionists by inheritance, and ultra-demo
crats by instruction—frenzied at once with 
a desire for revenge upon their enemies,
■ dll ll'llll fk. .. _ l" ..." A _ » 1 1 . I

is the vigorous efforts which is being 
made lo cnli.l the middle classes in the 
movement noiv commercing in favour of 
complete suffrage. 1 lold vnu in my last 
I wo letters of the new Radical combi
nation in Parliament : but a (ar more im
portant combination is taking place out of 
doors among tie people. The respectable 
part of the Chartist body has now agreed to 
waiic the famous Six Points and lo join the 
middle classes in a great effort to extend 
the suffrage until it becomes almost univer
sal. In London, Liverpool, Manchcsler, 
Birmingham, Leeds, and many other large 
toxvns in Lcgland, and in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, great meeting» have been ht Id to 
advance the object in view, and to assimi
late tlie middle with .‘he working classes in 
the endeavour after Parliamentary Reform, 
The cause is taken up by influential and 
business like men, and threalens lo become 
as “great” a '‘fact”a. the celebrated Ami- 
Corn Law League. It ,> the general 
opinion that if Mr. Colnien will head thie 
movement, lie uiU become in n vert/ fttc yearn 
Prime MinieteroJEngland. This is abo'd 
opinion, but more unlikely things have come 
to pass in our lime. That great chan-ca
will soot, occur among us, is quite clear__
1 he mind of Britain is inconcuivably agita
ted,and will certainly do something. Al
ready the doctrine ol Rki-udutioiv Baa been 
preached among us. The celebrated Mr. 
Newman, of Oxford, has put forth a plan 
for the extinguishment of the National 
Debt in sixty years. II we follow Ibis gen- 
llcrnan s advice we shall instantly give 
notice to the fundholders that at the expi- 
ration of the tune named their intereat in 
the National Debt will have ceased for 
ever . There s a respectable proposal for 
you . But 1 think I am sufliciently in the 
confidence of Lord John Russell to assure 
you that Ministers do not intend to recom
mend it for tho adoption ol the Legislature, v3

Bishop Philpott—A trial look place al 
Lxeter Assizes, on Monddy, in which the

and with the joy of victory—urged by the j of «he^P«fr L“Uracr'
f IlfhllFPnt cmrifo rif t l,o t ■...n ,, n,l ■ v . , , _turbulent spirit» of tho time, and inci
ted by the blinding promises of ambition— 
xvould have taken advantage of the great 
opportunity which universal suffrage afford
ed to chooee for their apostles and repre
sentatives men of passion and violence,— 
men xvho would minister to their xvild and 
ambitious desires. But hoxv nobly the 
Kfcnch people have viodicatfliL-LhisumnlifPs 
ing xvith their tmanimous suffrage! the per
sons who have endeavoured to inflame them 
into outrage, and to urge their adoption of

per. It declared the Bisho
a libel in his pa- 

■ . 2P to bo so nota-
nous a brawler, that an, Ttory, not imput
ing to him the milder virtues, concerning 
In» rule and discipline, was received without 
question, and circulated as gospel ; it also 
said that the Bishop had once in Ihe House 
of Lords stood branded as a consecrated 
careless perverler of fact., and one who did
feftftf'tohiîVo
1832, tho Duko of Somerset built a church 
in Ins manor of Bridgetown, and that the 
Duke and tho Bishop had personal negotia-
tinno nn t. _C :.

fusion and anarchy to something like pea-1 certain measures from unwilling iegisla 
ccable order. Great allowance» should be j tors, if xve were only ablo to raise the 
made for men who had come to the relief of j national enthusiasm ; and a newspaper had
a ship just as it was going to pieces on a 
leo shore. They were not altogether free 
men either. He did not admire the great 
numbers of working men, who by their 
presence tried to control the Provisional

wisely said, that the revolution we needed 
was a revolution of the wheels of progress. 
The Government of this country xvas not 
really actuated by tho desire to grind and 
trample the people in the dust ; but its

physical force as a mean, to aecure the,, I ,,„na on tiie .objccTo/id con.ee,"ZV - 

rights, Ihey have emphatically registered The church was filled for «ome rears be 
their disapproval of such wicked doctrines j tho Reverend Mr. Shore, who has Gi.lL 
and such unworthy men, and have chosen i been battling with the Bishop i„ the eccle 
instead to declare their confidence in the siastical Court.. 1„ 1843 Lord Brou.-ham 
peaceful sentiments and lolly virtues which | presented a petition /rum Mr Shore to the

Government ; but this xvould soon correct xvhole machinery xvas hampered by routine,
itself. The Government xvhich is controll
ed in this manner would never be a thorough
ly great one. Much as he detested party 
spirit, yet he was convinced that no free 
country could do without parties, and any 
attempt that should bo made in Franco to 
make the electors vote one way he should 
consider a falsity to the first principles of 
constitutional government, and one xvhich 
would end in sorrow and shame. If 
there was a larger number of Republi
cans than of those wishing tho recal of 
Louie Philippe and hie family, or of Legiti
mists than either, let it be known. A gov
ernment — —1 ' *

clogged by form, and a dead xveight attach
ed to its movements from tho belief that 
the right to govern was in the hands of a 
fow families, and ae if tho country cbuld 
not be governed but by tbe proper patent 
families for doing so. Another great evil 
in the Government of this country was the 
continual hankering after party purposes, 
and threats held out that unie»» such and 
such a thing was complied xvith Lord John 
xvould rceign. Then let hiui, ho should 
say. There were surely other men to be 
found xvho wore able lo govern the people. 
The House of Commons appeared to bo so 

never could be carried on well | composed, that as the minority voted, so 
xvhere it had not the opportunity of knoxv- the majority of the nation thought ; and ibis 
ing the feelings of any considerable party was a state of things which ought not lo 
or sect that was in the country. They j continue. Mr. Dawson then went on to 
should remember that to legislate fur the i enforce this argument by instancing the 
working man alone xvas as great a sin as to I movements in favour of the abolition of 
legislate for tho middle classes alone. It capital punishment, the Game Laws, the

Income Tax, and dwelling particularly on 
tho great injustice of tbe latter impost, lie 
also referred at some length to the inequali
ty of the taxes on land, compared Chilli 
other property. Ho considered that xve 
were coining to a point beyond xvhich it 
xvas impossible to pay more taxes than xve 
already did, and the only way for us to free 
ourselves xxas by entering an energetic 
proteet against any further demands being 
made upon us, and u determined resolution to 
clear the country of all frivolous and un
necessary expenses. What, for instance, 
was the u^e of a salaried Muster of the 
Buckhounds ,* the times xvere such that if 
ho did not get out of the way, it was very 
probable that, liko Action of old, he would 
stand every chance of being made a modi 
uf by^ his hounds. The diplomatic corps

stand against democracy and a great evil.
l the expectations of a great many per

sons wrould be blighted and disappointed he 
had no doubt, and it would be ao rauch the 
better. That Franco would do its bo»t in 
endeavouring to work out the problem of 
this great labonr question, was bis hope ;

was as much a class Government, and there 
fore as xvicked, ae any other; and if French
men should sec this clearly, and should feel 
that thoir Republicanism xvas a safe and 
sure thing, then must they take care that 
they did not experience that tho Govern
ment of a mob was greater tyranny than 
the Government of a fexv. Nothing so 
hampered a Government, cither, more than 
the supposition that it could do cx’crything, 
and had a magic xvand at command, which 
would keep people in food and raiment 
xvithout working. But xvas he .(the 
lecturer) hopeful ? certainly lie was. Ho 
wae not one of those who mournfully pre
dicted that it would end in anarchy and 
bloodshed. That the men of Franco xvould 
try to govern France was likely, but that
the Pans crowd should attqmRl to dictate -, ............ .............. . M.r______
to the rest of the kingdom was a great out- was also an expensive piece of frippery, that

ought to be curtailed of its proportion» very 
much. As to tho much talked of subject, 
our national défoncés, ho considered the 
piesont juncturo afforded an opportunity 
for diminishing them rather than increasing 
them. Ho again repeated that the recent

distinguish Lamartine above all hie peers. 
The fact speaks volumes in their praise.— 
It shoxvs that although they have abolished 
the nobility of circumstonce, they are proud 
to bow before the nobility of character ; 
and it further proves tha%sn tho midst of 
revolution they have the magnanimity .to 
discard insurrectionary agents, and to re
pose xvith confidence upon the ,champions 
of order, purity and peace. I said above 
that the result thus brought about cannot 
fail to have a powerful infect upon the 
world at large. It will be a xvonderful ar
gument for the friends of popular liberty to 
use. For xvho cannot now argue that if 
tho French people have thus signalized 
themselves in their first use of a power, long 
withheld from them, there is no nation in 
Europe that will fail to act at least as well 
under similar circumstances.. Already the 
result of these elections has been poxver- 
fully urged by tho Complete Suffrage agita
tors here in England, and. as xve arc doubt
less on the eve of great electoral change» 
in Great Britain, it ia both interesting and 
instructive to us in the highest degree to 
note the excellent example which a coun
try, even while in the very throes of Revo
lution, is noble enough to set us.

I must confess myself not in the least 
surprised at the cheering turn French af
fair» have thus taken. Let the people say 
xvhat they will abo it the tendency of the 
lower orders toxvards Anarchy and Violence, 
there is a stronger tendency still m them 
towards Goodness and Peace. Thcro is a 
quiet indestructible roverenco for Greatness 
even in the humblest bosom, and though in 
a moment of fierce excitement the popular 
will may follow the directing of nn anarchist, 
just ae tho upper current of a stream 
may follow the straw that floats upon 
its surface, it will yet be found that as in 
that stream there I» a deeper nnd stronger 

1 current at n lower depth, so in the great 
stream of Human Life there is a vast under
current which always runs toward» Truth 
and recogniz s tho sole Guidance of virtue. 
Popular Feeling is a wild, but a generous 
and noble stood ; always to bo trained by a 
firm and kind hand into the most implicit 
docility. Turn to what page you xvilf in 
history of the present day, and you will seu 
thatin every popular outbreak, it is the 
people who set the examplo of goodness 
and forgiveness. ~ Even in tho height ol 
Frenzy, a xvicked monarch like Louij» 
Philippe can bo suffered to depart unharm
ed : even in a moment of plunder, a Philo
sopher's name (Von Humboldt's) can secure 
its owner safety and reverence ; even ;n an 
hour of tr.umphant Justice, a mob Govern
ment can abolish tho revengeful penalty of 
death, and proclaim sublimely, though sur
rounded by slaughtered..wives and children, 
that tho murderer shall he »ufo from retali
ation,-—for life is a Gift of God, and man 
has no right, under any circumsL.hcos to 
invade it.

Of “ England and tho English” my re
marks need not be very lengthy. The

House of Lords ; and on that occasion tho 
Bishop of Kxoicr told the House that the 
Duke of Somerset had madu engagements 
in respect to Ihc use of tho church, which 
he afterxvard broke ; he had registered the 
church as a Disaokling chapel, fur Mr. 
Shore to preach in, after he seceded from, 
life Church of England.

On occasion of this charge b, the Birhop. 
against the Duke, Mr. Latimer published io 
Ins paper the language noxv impugned, and 
the Bishop brought his indictment. Tho 
defendant put m two pleas,-namely, a 
formal one denying the charge of publishing 
a libel, and a plea of justification. The lat. 
ter compelled tho jury to judge between 
tho Bishop and tho Duko on their relative 
veracity. Tho Bishop was personally put 
in the witness box, and examined on al! tho- 
circumsiancus of the negotiations about the 

j church. Mr. Cockburn proposed to tiio 
Judge to ask tho Bishop if he had not been, 
by Lord Grey and others, charged on parti
cular occasions with misrepreoention» and
tho making of unfounded statements__
Baron 1‘latt, however, would not allow thi* 
course. J he jury, after an hour’s conside
ration, gave a verdict of guilty on the first 
plea, but ol acquittal on tho plea of justifi
cation. Thu verdict was received in tho 
court xutli irrepressible uppl ,use ^nd bands 
ol music paraded Exeter m triumph.—Lori- 
dunjSpcctalor, %’lpnl I,

ENGLAND^
__ Tim Paiu.iamknt or “ SLKKrr Hollow. 
"—The House ulCommun, (.av. Iho Chro
nic!,) IS gradually ceasing lo bo the ccntru 
of political thought and action. Great 
questions and grievances, instead of being 
brought forward in Parliament, are mooted 
in t lia newspapers and placarded m tho 
streets. You might as will look lo the 
(huetlc for the history of the national min.I 
lor tha last six months, as to tliu debates 
and the division-lists ol tho so called popu
lar branch of the Legislature. Abroad, tho 
political world IS going round at tile rale of 
twenty, revolutions III HX months, franco 
casts oil her past like a w..rn-out garment 
and rushes naked Into the future. Germa
ny springs from her reverie, liaiy from her 
tomb. Austria gathers up her huge un
wieldy liiuhs, rubs her drowsy eyes, and 
sluggers toward a now eia. Ail the unj. 
wise is waking. Over the p.rials of n,„ 
British Parliament, as over' those of tiio 
cctnclarics of French atheism,one reads tho 
mournful legend, «• Here is oternal sleep.”

‘ What do you suppose the wo;!d thinks 
of us, enquired a pedantic ) oung man of 
Dr. Johnson ; Why, I suppos , said tho 
doctor, 1 that they would think mo a hull 
dog, and you a tin kettle tied to my tail. -

events which had occurred afforded a favour- most nolablo sign of tho" present moment size m iho whole

A conceited tra 
had soon the ‘ Bridge of Sighs’ at Venice, 
replied that 1 thcie a as uu bridge ef any

city.
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