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The Budget Speech.

The budget speech delivered by 
Premier Peters on Wednesday 
evening last, certainly was the 
most extraordinary ministerial 
financial statement made in our 
Provincial Legislature for many 
years. Indeed it is doubtful if 

—evftr such a peculiar budget speech 
had previously been presented in 
the House of Assembly. As an 
oratorical effort it was a dismal 
failure from every point of view, 
and the statements made regard 
ing the financial condition of the 
Province were most misleading 
and in general, contrary to facts. 
The Premier’s aim throughout his 
speech seemed to be to divert 
public attention from our real 
financial condition byevading such 
matters as debt, deficits and inter 
est. He started out with the as
tounding statement that he had a 
surplus of about $400 on the finan
cial transactions of last year, when 
the Government’s own public ac
counts show, as we have already 
pointed out, a deficit of over $12,- 
000. The estimates for this year 
anticipate a deficit of nearly $11, 
000, and we may be very sure that 
amount is less than half of what 
the real deficit is likely to be. In 
the face of these facts and in face 
of the Government’s own acknow 
ledgment in the public accounts, 
that the Provincial debt is in the 
vicinity of $650,000, nearly $400,- 
000 of which is a floating debt, 
what is the use of the Leader of 
the Government trying to throw 
dust in the eyes of the people by 
claiming a surplus on the transac
tions of last year, and enumerat
ing imaginary savings effected by 
the Liberals while in office ? If 
they have effected savings and 
have had surpluses, bow in the 
world have they succeeded in roll
ing up a debt of about $650,000 ? 
The sworn statements of the Gov
ernment’s own officials vouch for 
the debt, and it is altogether use- 
useless for the Premier to try and 
pull the wool over the people’s 
eyes by making such misleading 
and contradictory statements as 
characterized his budget speech. 
He expressed himself as extremely 
happy in view of the great pros 
perity enjoyed by the whole Do
minion under Liberal rule. Such 
glittering generalities as these 
carry no weight with a wideawake 
people, and the Leader of the Gov
ernment pays a very poor compli
ment to their intelligence if he 
imagines he can blind them with 
such chaff. Is our Province m a 
prosperous condition so far as its 
public finances are concerned ? Is 
everything in connection with the 
con luct of public affairs in such a 
prosperous condition as to afford 
our people an occasion for rejoic
ing ? These are some of the' ques
tions the electorate are disposed to 
ask, and have a right to ask the 
Leader of the Government, and 
these are the matters which the 
Leader of the Government would 
be expected to deal with in his 
budget speech, instead of a loud 
hurrah about the reap or imagin
ary 'prosperity of Canada under 
the Liberals. If there is any gen
uine prosperity in the Dominion 
consequent upon Liberal adminis
tration it is because they are fol
lowing in the footsteps and pur
suing the methods of Sir John 
McDonald and other Conservative 
leaders. The Leader of the Gov 
ernment, although admitting in 
advance a deficit on this year’s 
transactions, nevertheless has 
great expectations. He expects 
additional subsidies, and a large 
sum on account of the fishery 
award. We have heard of such 
expectations before. Certainly 
the Province stands in need of all 
the money that can be secured 
from the Federal Treasury. Judg 
ing by the apparent happy frame 
of mind of the Leader of the Gov 
ernment, lie seems to pay very 
little attention to the alarming 
financial position to which the 
Province has been reduced in con

sequence of the recklessness and 
extravagance of his and previous 
Liberal Governments. He is ap 
parently happy in the thought 
that he can continue to grind the 
taxes out of the people, notwith
standing that the deficits continue 
and the debt is still rolling up, 
The numerous heavy items of ex

penditure left out of the estimates 
fiairly indicate that this year is to 
be a record breaker in the matter 
of deficits and debt. If this man
ner of conducting public business 
and managing our finances is al
lowed to continue nothing but 
financial ruin and bankruptcy can 
be the result Ar^the people sat 
isfied to allow this condition of 
things to continue ?

Sessional Notes.

Routine, asking and answering 
questions, and the consideration 
of private bills, occupied the atten
tion of the Legislature for the 
most part during Monday and 
Tuesday of last week. On Tues
day evening the debate on the 
bill to grant twenty years exemp
tion from civic taxation to the 
Dominion Packing Company, was 
resumed. Mr. John McLean was 
the first speaker. He considered 
that if the people of Charlotte
town saw fit to exempt the com
pany they should have power to 
do so^ but it was his opinion that 
the Legislature should not legis
late over the heads of the citizens, 
in such a matter. The citizens 
have received power to tax them
selves ; then why sho.uld the 
Legislature arbitrarily exempt 
any person or company doing 
business in the city from taxa
tion? It was upon this principle 
he opposed the bill. Inasmuch as 
the representative of thejproperty 
interests of the city (Mr. Hughes) 
opposed the bill and that a meet
ing of citizens had pronounced 
against it he did not feel like sup
porting it He could understand, 
he said, why the Dominion Pack
ing Company’s interests were so 
well looked after when he learned 
the Commissioner of Agriculture 
and others in the House were the 
company’s purchasing agents. 
This perhaps accounted for the 
sale of Stock Farm cattle to the 
company at $3.?5 per hundred' 
pound, and the setting of such a 
low price for the fat cattle on 
sale throughout the country. He 
thought the council should have 
asked the Legislature for power 
to exempt the company, and 
should not have asked the Legis
lature to take tbe responsibility 
which belonged to the council.

Mr. Gallant followed in support 
of the bill. Mr. Currie opposed 
the bill on the ground that the 
Legislature had no right to at 
tempt to override the rights of 
the citizens. The two represen
tatives of the city took opposite 
views regarding the bill. He
could not understand why the ex 
emption was sought in this way, 
for this company, when other 
companys and firms had been re 
fused exemption. He did not 
think the company were paying 
higher prices than other dealers. 
He himself had sold five fat cattle 
a few days ago to other parties at 
prices almost a cent a pound 
higher than the company paid for 
the Stock Farm cattle.

company had come here to do a 
profitable business, and he was in 
favor of encouraging industries to 
compete. He had information 
that they were not anxious to 
pay more for the produce offered 
them than the market value. They 
were willing to pap only 8 cts. a 
pound for dressed pork, while 
Leoman & Co., of Halifax were 
willing to pay 8J. Further evi
dence of their intentions in the 
matter of price was found in the 
fact that they paid the Czommis- 
sioner of Agriculture only $3.75 

hundred pounds for Stock Farm 
cattle, By this latter transatcion 

low price has been set for cattle 
all over the country. Hon. Mr. 
McLeod adjourned the debate.

On Wednesday afternoon the 
debate was resumed. Hon. Mr. 
Gordon pointed ont that this com
pany had not come here specially 
for our benefit ; but they had 
come to make money. He wished 
them well and trusted they would 
succeed in their enterprise ; but 
he .was opposed to the . principle 
of the bill. The power to exempt 
should be left with the citizens, 
who were most affected by the 
exemption. After some remarks 
by other members the House 
divided on the motion to give 
the bill three months hoist The 
motion was lost on the following 
division :
AGAINST FOR
Hop. M. Peters Hon. Mr. Gordon 
Rogers * McLaughlan 
Whear Hughes
Cummiskey Palmer
Richards Morson
McNutt fA. J. McDonald 
McLeod McLean
Forbes Mathiesoh
Simpson J. E. McDonald
Godkin Arsenault ' 4
McWilliams Kickham
Read McKinnon
Irving , Currie—13 
Smith 
Gallant—15

In committee amendments to 
the bill were submitted.

Mr. Morson argued that if the 
bill were passed the corporation 
rights of the citizens of Charlotte
town would be attacked and 
curtailed. The city has incurred 
a heavy liability, and it would be 
very unfair to deprive them of 
any means of paying the city 
debt, principle or interest. If the 
city deems. it proper to exempt 
this or any other company let it 
do so ; but the Legislature should 
not interfere to effect the exemp
tion. He was surprised that a 
member of the City Council, who 
is also a member of the Legisla
ture should m.ike such a proposi
tion. From Rattenbury the city 
had exacted every dollar the law 
would allow ; but the Dominion 
Packing Company were to be 
exempted for twenty years. Why 
this difference ? If the city asked 
for power to exempt in this case 
he wouldsupport the bill ; but the 
public meeting held at the inst
ance of Mr. Hughes was all but 
unanimously opposed to the bill. 
He was entirely opposed to the 
principle of the bill.

Mr. Mathieson showed that the 
House had received no informa
tion concerning the intentions of 
the Company, as stated in the 
preamble of the bill. The House 
did not know whether the state
ment was true or' false. The 
Company had not asked the 
T$»use for anything and after the 
bill was passed might say, “ We 
never asked you to do anything." 
He considered the City ^Council 
stepped outside oLtheir powers in 
asking the Legislature to pass this 
exemption bill. He was in favor 
of giving every legitimate encour
agement to those coming here to 
do business ; but we ought not to 
discriminate. There is no know
ing how far the company may go 
in the purchase of property in 
connection with their business, 
and all will, according to this bill, 
be exempt from taxation. The

no

A 1er Captain R.-id had spoken Mr. 
Currie vigorously assailed the Gov
ernment's methods ol conducting tbe 
public business. The debt, deficits 
and taxation came in for criticism 
The manner in which the roads and 
bridges were looked after, espe- 

ally in bis own district, were severely 
condemned,

Mr. Gallant spoke briefly, and 
then Mr. Arsenault made anonslaught 
on the Government’s conduct of 
public affjirs. The scandalous con
dition of roads and bridges in bis 
own district was held up to public 
condemnation. Referring to those 
In tbe public civil service, be no.iced 
that some bad their salaries increased 
and others had not. In the latter 
class were some Frenchmen. Why 
this discrimination ? He thought the 
French Inspector of schools should 
h'ave bis salary raised by at least one 
hundred dollars, and he considered 
that there ought to be a Professor of 
French in Prince of Wales College 
whose mother tongue was French.

/

On Wednesday evening, Hon. 
Mr. Gordon followed the Premier 
in the budget debate. He con
sidered it most extraordinary for 
the Premier to picture the situa 
tion in such glowing colors, when 
the principal features of his bud 
get speech were larger taxes and 
increasing debt - Referring to 
the Leader’s great expectations, 
he pointed out that similar t hopes 
were entertained a year ago ; but 
nothing came of them. We had 
a deficit last year of $12,000 al
though the Premier would try to 
conceal it by means of a capital 
account charged with expenditures 
that properly belonged to ordinary 
account and had always in former 
years been placed there. Not
withstanding the vast increase in 
the taxes the financial condition 
of the Province was constantly 
growing worse. We were retro
grading instead of advancing. We 
were promised an increase of sub 
sidy from Ottawa. Suppose we 
got it, we would only be receiving 
back what we have paid into the 
Dominion Treasury ; taking out 
of one pocket and putting it in
to another. Regarding the fishery 
award, he would deeply regret to 
see our fishermen deprived of 
the bounty from that source. He 
hoped the Province’s suit in the 
supreme court of Canada re the 
matter of representations would 
be successful, (applause,,) Mr. 
Simpson moved the adjournment 
of the debate.

On Thursday, after matters of 
routine, the budget debate was 
continued. Mr. A. J. McDonald, 
referring to Mr. Simpson’s re
marks about the cost of education 
called attention to the political 
schools that had been erected by 
the Government. It was very 
easy to open such schools, but 
quite difficult to close them. Con
solidation, no doubt, would ,take 
place in the course of time. In 
the matter of the hospital for the 
insane he pointed out that in 1888 
the cost was $15,325, now it is 
close on to $25,000. This differ
ence in the cost of maintenance 
should show very great improve
ments. Mr. Simpson made a 
great parade of savings affected in 
different departments. How then 
comes it that the debt has been 
increased to $650,000.

On Thursday evening Mr. Mc
Kinnon continued the budget de
bate. He pointed out the differ
ence between the tone of the 
Leader of the Government when 
he makes his budget here and 
when he makes representations to 
Ottawa for increased subsidies. 
In the latter ' case he says the 
Government cannot get along at 
all unless more money is obtained 
from Ottawa. He makes an ex
tremely poor mouth when seek
ing aid from his friends at the 
Federal capital. He referred to 
the misleading statement of the 
Premier about a surplus last year

when 
ble 
each 
capital 
had

we really had a considéra 
deficit. Mr. McKinnon took 

of the items placed in the 
account and showed they 
business there.

Mr. Kickham arraigned the Gov
ernment for the scandalous condition 
which they permitted roads and 
bridges in his district to remain in. 
Rights of a way had been purchased 
and the roads had never been opened. 
The administration of affairs in his 
district was of the very worst kind. 
There were several bridges over which 
two horses could not walk abreast. 
The bridge at Fortune if not repaired 
soon will be impassable. The bridge 
at Naufrage is in such a state tbit 
only last fall a team of horses went 
through it. The neighbors saved the 
the horses—but they could not save 
the Government the disgrace of it.

On Friday forenoon Mr. Kick
ham concluded his remarks and after 
a few words from Mr. Irving the 
House went into committee of supply 
with Mr. G. E. Hughes in the chair. 
But no progress was made, for the 
opposition confronted tbe Govern
ment with their want of courtesy in 
refusing to supply information asked 
for, and intimated their determination 
to refuse to vote supplies until this 
information was forthcoming.

The opposition asked the Govern 
ment to lay on the table of tbe 
House a statement explaining ex 
penditures in the department of 
justice amounting to $3 736. What 
was the cause of this expenditure, and 
who got the money ? They also 
asked the Government for a state
ment regarding the amount of inter
est due on Loans account ; and the 
deposits and withdrawals in this 
account. Another important item ol 
information requested by tbe opposî 
tion fs a copy of the minute of 
Council relating to an agreement or 
contract or something of that nature 
between the Government and the 
Dominion Packing Company. An
other item of information is a state
ment showing how imported stock 
was disposed off, and still another 
request was for information regarding 
portions of Stipendiary Magistrate’s 
reports. Although requests had been 
made some time ago for these 
different items of information, the 
Government had failed to supply the 
same up to the time of going into 
committee of supply. Consequently 
the opposition felt that they were not 
justified in voting any supplies until 
this information was tablée. The 
fight continued without quitch prit- 
gress till late Friday night and 
still continuesr Since then some of 
the information has been given.

MEET HE IT TIE lit ITS BUST STORE
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DRESS GOODS
FOR SPRING. 1903

GREAT in Assortment, 
Pleasing in Style, Hon
est in Quality, Reason
able in Price.

We confidently offer you our NeiV 
Spring Dress Goods. Never before 

have we offered you such a fine collection 

of reliable, fashionable stuffs. They are 

absolutely correct in every particular, and 

the prices* are low, consistent with the 

quality offered. We cordially invite all to 

come hnd see the goods for themselves.

Stanley bits.
Mortgage Sale.

To be sold by public Auction, on Frldaj » 
the twenty-ninth day of May, A. D. 1903, at 
the hour of twelve o’clock, noon, in front of 
tbe Law Courts Building in Charlottetown, 
in Queen’s County, under ar d by virtue of a
^iwer of sale contained in an Indenture of 

ortgage bearing date the seventh day of 
May, .A. D. 1891, and made between Patrick 
Rice, of Cardigan, in Lot or Township bom
ber Fifty-three, in King’s County, in Prince 
Edward Island, Farmer, and Catherine 
Rice, his wife, of the one part, and Leila 
Matilda Mackieson, of Charlottetown, in 
Queen’s County, in the said Island, of the 
other part:

All that tract, piece or parcel of land situ
ate lying and being on Lot or Township 
number Fifty-three (63) in King’s County, 
In Prince Edward Island, bounded and de
scribed as follows, that is to say: Com
mencing at a stake on the south side of the 
Grand River Road at the west line of land- 
owned by heirs of the late John McLean j: 
and from thence running south thirty-five 
(35) chains : thence west fourteen chains ; 
thence north five chains and fifty links 
thence west six chains ; thence north seven 
chains; thence west chains ; thence
north eleven chains ancffbrty links to Grand 
River Road; thence eastwardly along said 
road to place of commencement, containing 
sixty-seven acres of land, a little more or 
less.

If not sold at the time and place above 
mentioned the same will thereafter be sold 
by private sale.

For further particulars apply to /Eneas A. 
McDonald, Solicitor, Great George Street, 

Dated this 28th day of April, A. D. 1903.
L. M. MACKIESON,

A pi. 29—51 Mortgagee.

Obituary.

At Montiuello, on April 14th, Mrs. 
Sirab McDonald, one of onr good old 
pioneer*, pissed calmly away at the 
rips o'd ags of ninety-one years. Al
though an invalid for many yeara her 
motherly presents will be sadly missed 
iu the now broken home circle. In our 
midst she has peacefully resided for 
well nigh sixty years a living example 
of the goodYdJ faith which ehe cherished 
so dearly, and in which she brought up 
a family of four, three of whom survive. 
During her long illness her great con
solations were the frequent receptions 
of the sacramente, and her happy, 
peaceful easy death was bat a fitting 
ending to a well spent virtuous life. 
Her rem tine were conveyed to St. Mar
garet's Church on Thursday morning, 
where Requiem Mass wascelehiated by 
Rev. Father Johnston, who also per
formed the funeral obsequies. Than as 
the last words of G > l’a holy minister 
In sorrowing accmts fiiatsd o’er her 
grave, the mortal remains of a kind 
mother and a respected and estimable 
old lady were committed to earth’s 
lesions keeping, there to rest until that 
tremendous day when the golden trum
pet of the mighty Archangel shall to her 
assuredly announce the joyful tidings 
that a crown of sempiternal glory awaits 
her. R. I, P.—Com.

Our new spring Caps are 
the most popular in the city, 
and its the unanimous decis
ion of town and country alike 
when you want a cap. Get 
the best at J. B. McDonald 
& Co’s.

See our new Clothing for 
spring. Two special lines 
D. B. Suits, $4.75, 5 D. B. 
Suits, $6.—J. B. McDonald 
& Co.

Notice of Ajlicatm
N otice is hereby given that 

an application will be made 
to the Parliament of Canada 
now in session for an Act em 
powering the ppp’icants to 
construct and ope’-ate tele
phone and telegraph lines 
throughout the Dominion of 
Canada.

Dated at Ottawa, 27th of 
March, ,1,903.

KIDD & THOMSON, 
Solicitors for the applicants. 

April 15, 1903—91 ___

TENDERS.
Sealed tenders will be received by the 

undersigned up to the 9th.day of May 
next for the painting of the exterior 
of 8t. Andrews Church ; also for shingling 
roof of same building—Tenders to be 
marked “ Tenders for S’-A Andrews 
Church.”

The lowest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted.

A. P. McLELLAN. P P.
St. Andrews, April 23, 1903—3i.

Canadian
Pacific

Commencing Fel). 15lb and 
until April 301 h, 1903.

SPECIAL COLONIST RATES
TO NORTH PACIFIC COAST and 

KOOTENAY POINTS*
FROM....................................

$
TO NELSON. B. C.

TRAIL, B. C. .
ROSSSLAND, B. C.
GREENWOOD, B. C.
MIDWAY, B. C.
VANCOUVER, B. C.
VICTORIA, B. C.
NEW WESTMINSTER. B. C.' 
SEATTLE* TACOMA, WASH. 
PORTLAND. ORE.

Proportionate Rites from and to other 
points. Also Rates to points In COL
ORADO, IDAHO, UTAH, MONTANA, 
WASHINGTON and CALIFORNIA.

For Full Particulars call on

SAY I
If you want to buy a 

SATISFACTORY pair of

BOOTS «SHOES
or anything else in the

FOOTWEAR
line, at the greatest saving 
price to yourself, try—

A. K. McHACHHN,
THE SHOE MAW. 

QUEEN STREET-

Or write to
C B. FOSTER, D.P.A.,0:P.R.

St. John, N.B.

The Most Nutritions.

Epps’s Cocoa
An admirable food, with 
all its natural qualities in
tact, fitted to build up and 
maintain robust health, 
and to resist winter’s ex
treme cold Sold in 1-4 
lb. tics, labelled JAMES ‘ 
EPPS & Co, Ltd, Homoe- 
Chemists, London, Eng
land-

Epps’s Cocoa
Giving Strength & Vigor:

WEEKS’
ANNUAL

White Gnus
SALE

> * ' ’

Nowin Full Swing
UUUUUL mmm

Special Prices
On Table Linens» Sheetings, Pil

low Cottons, Napkins, Lace 
Curtains, Whitewear, Quilts, 
etc., etc*

Irish Table >
Linens.

AT SPECIAL PRICES.
Regular 25c quality for 17c 
Regular 25c quality for 20c 
Regular 28c quality for 22c 
Regular 30c quality for 24c 
Regular 34c quality for 27c 
Regular 64c quality for 43c 

And up in all qualities to 
Regular $1.70 quality for T.34

We bay tbe.e Linens direct from best 
Irish msnafeclnrers, and call special 
attention to the fine finish and beentUul 
design '

Table Napkins
AT SPECIAL PRICES. 

Wej offer a bargain in three 
Special Lines at $1.10 
$1.30 and $1.75 perdoz. 
worth 30 per cent, more, 
and many other qualities 
from 68c doz. to $4.90 per 
doz.

$0.76 quality 
1.10 quality 
1.30 quality 
1.50 quality 

* A.76xfu&üty 
2.20 quality 
2.25 quality 
2.61 quality

And up to 
4.90 quality

Towels of * 
All Sorts

SPECIAL VALUE AT

25c. per pair.

Oct 22, 1902-30V •

U MCLEAN, LB., Ï.C.,
Barrister, Soliciotr, Notary,

BROWN’S BLOCK. HONEY TO LOIN

JOHN T. HELLISH,M.1LLB. 
Barrister ¥ Attorney-at-Lav,

NOTARY PUBLIC, etc. 
CHARLOtTETOWN, P. E. ISLAND 

Orel —London House Building.

Collecting, conveyancing, and all kinds 
ol Legal (business promptly attended to. 
Invetmenta made on beat.aecurity. Mon
ey to loan

ALL KINDS OP

JOB WORK
Executed with Neatness and 

Despatch at the Herald 
Office,

Charlottetown, P. E. Island.

Tickets 

Posters 

Dodgers 

Note Heads 

Letter Heads 

Check ooks 

Receipt Books 

i Note of Hand Books

Honeycombe
Quilts

BEST ENGLISH MAKE.
Regular $0.98 for $0.73
Regular 1.25 for 1.00
Regular 1.60 for 1.20

All up, all sizes.

Lovely Lace
Curtains

Two Special Values at

75c and $1 pair
Three yards long.

And many different qualities 
from 33c to $2.26 per pair.

White Aprons.
Regular 32c quality for 25* 
Regular 38c quality for 31* 
Regular 55c quality for 40< 
Regular 70c quality for 56< 
Regular 73c quality for 62* 
Regular 90c quality for 72<

White Skirts.
for $0.59 
ior 0.88 

3.04 
1.20 
1.40 
1.76 
1.80 
2.12

for
for

"‘for

for
for
for

the best at 
for 3.92

Slumber Robes
$0.88 quality for $0.1

1.00 quality for 0.1
1.10 quality for 0.$
1.35 quality for 1.0
1.55 quality for 1.2

And up to the best at
3.55 quality for 2.8

In many different styles.

Satin Finish 
Qui

$1.75 quality for
2.28 quality for
2.45 quality for
2.80 quality for
2.76 quality for

Splendid wearing, good 
lish make an 1 sp 
quality.

White Cottons
GRAND VALUE AT

9 1-2 and 11c yd.
Worth 25 per cent. more.

Sheeting, etc.
GREY SHEETING.

2 yards Wide, 20c for 15 
2 yards wide, 26c for 20 
2 yards wide, 32c for 26

Dainty
White Wear

FOR THE LADIES. 
Fresh from the finest equip 

ped factory in Canada. Fit 
and finish absolutely per
feet.

Pillow Cottons.
40 inches wide, 15j for 12c 
42 inches wide, 20c for 16c 
44 inches wide, 22c for 17c 
46 inches wic^e, 22c for 17c

Towelling
by the yard.

In many different kinds 
and qualities

From 5c, 6c, 7c, 8c, 9c, 10c, 
11c, 12c, 14c and 20 cents.

Huckaback
Towelling.

In all qualities.

White Sheeting
ENGLISH MAKE.

2 yards wide, 26c for OQ 
2 yards wide, 29c for 23 
2 yards wide, 34j for 27

And all other widths and 
qualities.

Buy Your White Goods at

WEEKS & II.,
The People’s Store.


