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HASZARD'S GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 29.

ap CE ! When I shall shoot in yartow ; diately becomes invesied with the digeity of a llaws have declared that the. never !
mmm & ! Aud in token that l&l’h: is sooth, letter proceeding from the sovereizn. 80 they have most earefull
B Soarnel. ] I bite the waz wilhany fang tooth, & Perhaps no one ever had a greater idea of the | the kingdom being ever lelt without & great »
3 e of mind, Before Meg, Maod and Margerie, importacee uf the seal of the kingdom than the ill- 'seal ; the standing rale hlu.*i when &
: “"I" of the And my son Heury. fated Charles 1,. and very much delighted was he  fresh one is required, the old is not
~M~ of the The keepers of the great seal in ancient times | whea a messenger came 1o him at York bearing stroyed till the new ome is com o
ing (e """‘ 10 ask —much the same ae at present—exacted good | this important instrument, which he fully beli rv- birth of the new seal is a’matter of much form
m st ibe  rosignation round sums of monuy before they would affix it 1o ed had fallen into the power of the parl and y. The sovercign summons the
and the of 3 new ministry, so 30" document : and one can scareely imazine the In propurtion as he was rejoiced, however, the| an{-touncil. and a warrant is directed to the
of an old, . potags profits made, some 600 or 700 years | parliament was disconcerted, when they discover- | royal engraver, calling upon him to attend the
very i -~ ..:.:.leivi‘ul 'and 580, by the fortunate holders of it. John, being ed that the emblem of sovereignty hud slipped ' council, with designs for u::brlind
from " in want of money, put the custody of his seal up ! through their fingers. The king could issue ment. These being chosen, the matrix
P in that . fiat is to for sale, and one Walter Gray bought it for 5000 whatever proclamations or other instrument he | put in band ; and upon its completion
Bat royal gentle reade that slone Mirke—a sum equivalent to about £61,000 of | thought pe.per, and that in a perfectly legal man- comneil is held, at which the new seal, if lc
say, the royal -ﬂhm' l'i:m by aay the presentday; but wave it up inafew years, ver while they themselves eould not fill up the place proved, is transferaed from the sovereign
is in the 2 lﬂ.mum_.lﬂullilil for the still more lucrative diguity of Archbishep | 9f a deceased meniber of their own body. or per- own hands into those of its future k .
80 destitate of tang be sap. ©f York. form a single act of state in which the great seal who. by such transfer, takes upon himself all
the nature conscieuce, A Another of its tians, John M |, ney- | was necessary. Deliberating, and waiting, atd the dignities we have before mentioned. In

) of ordinary
p +it is in fact, a8 capable of being placed
rﬁ sovereign in the bhands of the chan-
and carried mkb‘y him in his coat
a8 is his handkerchief or snuff-box.
all the severe penal uo:;

w burglary, were, some qu:

, to break and eater the dwelling-house of
m‘djn mentioned, and taking advan-
tage of bis absence in the country, were, (o turn
over the piles of papers which doubtless choke up
his eserutoire, you would probably meet with a
neat leather-covered box, abomt eight inches
square, the royal arms richly emblazoned upon
which, together with the Bramah lock securing
it, would indicate the centeats to be of no ordin-

value. Carrying the illegal proceedings of

ich we have you to be capable still
forther, and breaking open the box iteelf} you
would meet with two silver disks, closely Iurzg'
one to the other, in appearance nol very unlike|
two bright tin ssvee-pan lids without handles ;|
and these disks, upon being separated, would |
reveal, upon the inner sutface of one. s fﬂp!y-
cut device of her p: Majesty , with
the caidinal virtwes round her ; and upon the
other, a representation of the same exalted indi-
vidual on 8 i d horse, ‘.‘.bynr“‘.

lecting (o distribute the church-patronage as it |§Uing to prayers many times, they resolved to

fell vacaut, which it vesied in him, held at one
time 700 livings ; and a good 150 years later, so
great was the sum of money which the revenue

form a new eeal for their own particular ure.
The luti was a notable one ; but there
were few Wyons in those days, snd these who

of his office p d Ch Nor Beaufort to lend | did exist, had a very righteous dread of a certain

to Heary V., that the sovereign placed his crown | old statute of Fdward lIl., which deciared that

in the hands of his chaseellor, as a guarantee for
the repayment of the loan. Indeed, the vast
wealth which its holders were enabled 1o realise,
coupled with the enorinous powers which the

sny person imitating, forging, or counterfeiting
the king’s great seal should suff-r death as
a tmitor ; and \ﬂlieh'llllule they hsd not the

o'den times another little ceremony was alwa;
observed : the new chancellor hzd penonll{;
to affix the seal to a d t, in the pr

of the council, in order, we sup, , to. shew
that he understood the duties of his office—

just as the sheriffs of London and Middlesex,

at the present day, give proofs of their eduea-
tion and ability, by counting some hobnails,
and chopping some sticks in the Coart of Ex-
.

least doubt would be rig y e L
fe sgain smile upon the king, and they be

custody of it gave them, rendered it absol ly
necessary to the safety of the sovereign, that his
seal should be intrusted only to the hands of per-
sons well disposed 10 the cause ; and in early
times, it was frequently a very difficult matter to |
find a safe gouardian for it. |
An amusing instance of this occurred when |
Henry I11. found it necessary, upon a certain
eccasion, to leave his kingdom for a short time, |
and could find no one whom he thought worthy |
and capu{le of performing the duties devolvmgi
upon the keeper of his seal. After vainly endea-
vouring to fix upon some male keeper, he at last
placed it in the hands of his wife, Eleanor, who
not only sealed all his writs a¥id charters during
his absence, but sat in person in the court of
Ch y, hearing causes and delivering judg-

'l'hlmput." of silver are doubtl
:; the chacellor among the choicest of his trea-
sures ; for not only does the mere possession
them, Sansl’ & P e ¥
or any decument w , constitute hiv.nm
second man in the kingdom, the supreme judge
of the Court of Chancery, the speaker of the
House of Lords, and the possessor of a salary of
£14,000 2 , with immense patronage both
in the chursh and in the etate; but the being
intrusted withuthem is the greatest mark of con-
fidence the can bestow, being no less
than at'hys disposal nearly every power
of the i
The two
mesns of which is formed that emormous wax-
, in size and appearance something like a
-ba

ative. g
silver diske are, in fact, the matrix by

well. muffin, commonly known as the
‘Great ,’ and which is appended
toaill wets of the sgvereign which it is the

plessure publicly to ‘make known to the

with this, whether by lawfal authority
or not, every document which can emanate from
the sovereign is rendered valid, and irrevocable
without the consent of the thres estates of the

;00 that its bolder can, if be chooses to

of | only for a short time by by an accident peculiar to

ment—her judicial functions being interrupted

a female jndge, no other, in fact, than:her confine-
ment ! Afrer being churched, she returned to
her duties, and hgld the kingdom for nearly a
year.
Our ancestors appear to have looked with a
sort of superstitious veneraiion upon the great
seal irseif, for they not only recognized the suve-
reign as the fountain of justice, merey, and
honour, but they believed that that justice, mercy,
and honour must be conveyed through ihis me-
diom alone. A remarkable exemplification of
this belief was given when the infaut Henry V1.
then but nine months old, was held in his nurse’s
arms 1o preside over his first couneil ; the massive
seal of the kingdom was laid in his lap,the child’s
little hands were closed over it, and thus it was
pposed the seal i a royal virtue ; and
the Master of the Rolls, taking it into his custody
was presuwed to be, by its possession, invested
with all the powers of the sovereign.

We may smile at these rudaideas of the fil-
teenth century ; bat let us not forget that nearly
400 years later, whan the illness of George I11.
prevented him from giving his assent to the bill

ing his son regent, the great lawyers of

his trust, pasdpn the most hei offender

lb’:dly. with the illustrious Camden at their

confer on w! he pleases the highest title
of nobility, or charters to all the towns in
the hi-.:o- ; B can, in fact, make use of almost
all those prerogati

ves which law and custom have | !hat although the king in his natural capacity
placed in the hands of the sovereign, to be exer-| ¥2° unable to act as a sovereign, in his political

head, seem to have been imbued with preuy
| much the same superstition ; for thev declared

| ity he was as healthy as ever—the political

cised for the good of the subject ; and "
whea in

Queen’s conscience.
It seems rather singular,
importance always attached 1o this em!
yalty, that it eoh
the

= hmm‘l‘;‘““{d': i:"",b“"‘w:":}":',:‘ political king the bill was passed. This dictum

P affirmation of lawye-s and politicians from his v 5t rop
considering “‘;l:::::. own 10 the pregent lune;n.dP:hcm!uu. however | Which was doubtless not diminished by the
Id have been d out of | Strange the assertivn may appear, it is neverthe-
gn's hands atall ; yet, from the eatli- less true, that there are in reality, at the present

h';g being the grest seal ; and by mieans of that

|of lord Camden has received the approval and

est times, find it in the possession of a
¢‘Lord Keeper.’

Confessor,
zﬂ*l had any

as the

2

hangiag it
1o the

of God
eutliest oue we

. Lead was soon exchanged

unlimited duration.

sealing his graots, being none

. in the third year of my reign,
b%.‘h":‘;‘j and {lope"town

down,
to earth, from earth to hell,
as this king’s right is mine,

Before the time of Edward the! natural one being the august lady so worthy of

i it i our allegiance and love ; the poli
indeed, it is doubtfal -b:t:.:lvl 1':: e bws sitver sauso-pon s p:tmacflhw"’ s
precediag that reign are usually| 2r% Xamining.

8 cross made in gold ink ; but as soon
great seal came in fashion, some man
t for his leamning and attsinments was
2 hie :::k..‘ﬁ’ .:o.lllhl:. bim 1o uge| 30d inexplicabl virue residin

g first great seals were rude enough, the
being 8 dab of lead, | "o
hung by a silk string 10 a charter of Edward the ::r“" and called ‘leters-patent,’
Coafessor for wax ; : :
Coaqueror, toyether with many of his sometimes, as before meutioned, made
used green wax, to signify the ptgm-'

the preseat day in the seals sttached to elurm::': with a good deal of wear and tear, is enclosed in

buff-colored leather, hich the obverse and
of peayage, and other insiuments having | o e, .,.1 “:P:"'.:Pe‘. But :he.x:.um tarned out of their beds, and were handing in

buckets of water to the fire-engine, all in their of his political or judicial duties, asd
is, as in other letters, used to secure it from |shifts, "l"l so alarmed for :"' -{;" of Lad
eneral observation, but used i ingular | Eldon,’ that in the morning he could not recol- the instrument from “which all bis power is
’ rehment docament io volled thohily |lect in the least which Sower-bed he had buried d;riv:d has of late years caused :Pznrion

If we eredit the testimony of Stowe upon
...’Wllll-. 1. had a curioas and simple
ofher than

two so0 gns in the country—the

one being

Iudeed, the peculiar way in which the great
seal is at preseat used—io render valid letiers
directed by the sovereign to pri individuals,
affurds another proof of a belief in some peculiar
in it. Two kinds
of instruments have ‘1o pass under’ the great
seal—the one class, such as monoplies of inven-
i issi &e., di d 10 all the Queen’s
have the
affixed by a plaited silk curd at the foot ;
green,
but ordinarily of yellow wax, which, in certain
cases, where the instrament is likely 1o meet

'
letter is dirceted 10 a private individual, the seal

manner: the parchment document is rolled tightly

found to have performed such treasonable aet.
Money, however, like love, conquers all things ;
and after some time, a bold man named Master
Symonds was found, who agreed—/for £40 paid
down, and £60 10 be paid when the work was
completrd—i0 make a new sesl, the fac-similie
of the one in the ion of Charles. This
fac-similie was made, and used by the parliament
uotil the Commonwealih was sufficienity eettled
10 have a“seal of its own, from which all regal

bl were full luded. The original
seal of the kingdom, coming into the hands of the
parliament upon the capi i

1 of Oxford, in!j

quer, befofe taking the oaths of office.
But the seals used in olden times, althou

t in name, were comparatively small in
actual dimensions, being at most not above
two or three inches in diamoter ; und sealing &
document with them was perbaps little more
troublesome than sealing an ordinary letter.
The great seal seems, however, to bave in-
creased in size, in a direct ratio with the
incredsing power of the sovereign it represents,
and at the present'dsy is so large, that the
noble keeper of it would probably burn his
Infcu severely were be to attempt the perso-
nal sealing of any document with it; and

1645, was broken in pieces by a blacksmith, at)
the bar of the House of Commons.

Since the Restoration, the great seal has once
or twice been in very considerable tribulation.
When James I1. was on the throne, the atrocious
Jeffreys was its cusiodian ; so alarmed was James
when upon the point of abdicating, lest the
important instrument should get into the
hands of his political enemies, that he made
Jeffreys come and reside in the same buildi
with him, at Whitehall, in order that the sea!
might be conlinn-l’:‘y under his own observation
and protection. The day before he left the
kingdom, he took it from the chancellor, and
whilst being ferried across the Thames on his
flight to France, he threw the ensign of royalty
into the river, fondly imagining that the regal
fanctions could not be performed without it.

d the services of two skillful officers,
called respectively ¢ the sealer’ and * the chaf
wazx,’ are put in requisition whenever the seal
is affixed.

As the birth of a new seal is a matter of
ceremony, 80 is also the defacing of an old one.
This operation, technically termed  damas-
king,’ is performed by the-sovereign in couneil
—the old seal being, in the eye of the law,
rendered useless after the sovereigu has hit it
a gentle blow with a small hammer. The
damasked seal is the perquisite of the chaneel-
lor, & pan}-iniu of more value at the present
day than or-crl’, for up to the year 1815 the
seal was made of copper, whereas now, as we
have already said, it is of silver. A very
smusing incident occurred at the damasking
by William IV. of the seal used by the

If indeed such bad been the case, the acti

was rendered useless, for a short time after-
wards the ill-used seal was dra; up in the
net of a fisherman, and conveyed by him to the

ceding king. Lord Lyndhugst held the seal a¢
the demise of George 1V., but Lord Brougham
was its keeper when the seal of \Vill‘:- was

completed ; hence there were two claimants for
the damasked seal. one @rguing that it was

privy-council.

In 1784, during the chancellorship of Lord
Thurlow, the t seal was really lost. Some
burglars entered his lordship’s house, and
\nlﬁod off with a few valuables, amongst which
was the seal of the kingdom, and I believe it
never was recovered. A privy council was
summoned next morning,the loss made known,
and such was .the expedition used, that in
thirty-six hours a new seal was prepared ; and
we have it on good authority that, for the
remaining eight years o« his chanellorship,
the noble lord always slept with the great seal
under his pillow

More ridicalous was a temporary loss of the
seal during the chanellorship of Lord Eldon.
This great judge had the profoundest sense
1of the importance of the trust reposed in him,

kind and singular wanner m which his sove-
reign had conveyed it into his hands ; for Lord
Bl:t:: tells us in his dairy, that when he went
to the palace for the pu of receiving the
seal, the king (George the 111.) was seated on
a sofa, with his coat partially buttoned, and
the seal pushed in on the left side, between bis
coat and waistcoat. He drew it forth on the
appearauce of the chancellor, and handed it to
him with these words: ¢ Here, I give it you
from my heart.’

Having all this continually in his recollee-
tion, his lordship never went to bed a single
night without haviag the seal in his chamber.
One night, in the year 1812, he was awakened
by his house being on fire.  His first thoughts
were for the saloty of the seal; snatching it
from the place where it lay, he rushed down
stairs and buried it in the lower-garden behind
the houss. !'pon returning to his dwelling, he
says, in his d.iry, that he was * so enchanted
with the pretty sight of the maids who had

putting on the wax the impression of his
feeth, In support of this assartion, a

sited, which in modern English runs

up, forming a little bundle about two inches long, | the seal.

dressed written upon it. A piece of twine is

*Yoa never uwl.‘ he adds in the fotion to be adopted.
’ from which a long strip protrudes, having the d'i""fm)',u'i"“ so ridiculous o secing the dered purse or
ecerain manor of Hope to_one Paulyn name and title of &w ',,":n to whom it is ad- | whole family down the walks dibbling with the seal is @lone Lorne hefore the chancellor,
bits of sticks until we found it." This was, and exhibited in the Court of Chaneery, the

really a seal of the preceding reign, and as
such vested in him at the death of the sove-
reign ; the other, that it was in full force until
{it was actually defaced. The ki‘ng himself was
eventually a ed to, to settle the dispute,
|and—as {l rl?:d case in most matters—these
being much to be eaid on both sides, he deci-
ded that the two lords should each bave half;
and very kindly ordered his goldsmith to insert
the two halves in two superb silver salvers,
which he presented to his two ministers, re-
commending them to * toss up’ which should
have the obverse, and which the reverse of the
seal.

As the great seal is delivered into the hands
of the chancellor by the sovereign bimself, it
has from time immemorial been the custom
that ofiicer to render it back ugain rnn-lll’
to his master, or at all gevents, only to rn
with it to a special messenger, armed witha
warrant under the sign manuel, and sent
directly from the sovereign to receive it.
Every one knows the bold stand Wolsey made
when, after his fall, the Dukes of Norfolk and
Suffolk endeavoured, by a merely verbal mes-
sage from the king, to obtain from him his im-
portant trust ; and how the noble messengers
were ohlisod to retrace their steps, and obtain
the legal document™ which the great cardimal
required. It was indeed no uncommon
for the Tudors and Stuarts to make
and private application to their chancellor for
the great seal, and to retain it in their custody
for a few days, during which they used itto
give effect to lamations, pardons, and
ties, to which they well knew their chal
would becither too conscientious or too fearful
to affix it

The danger of losing the great seal, if conti-
nually moved from place loiphce. coupled with
the presumed necessity of it« being always
present when the chancellor performs any one
y

of the fact of his really baving in his

I'he beautifully embgoi-

tightly tied around the package ; a bit of wax, W¢ believe, the last time the great seal has {jouse of Lords, and elsowherc, in place of the

sbout as big asa sixpence, is pressed with the been in danger of being lost.
»' thumb and finger upon the ende of twine ; and| At the preseat day, both as rega

——— e ey

rds itself
! the sealiug iseeflecicd by merely toucking the writ and its gustody, the seal of the kingdom re-
with une of the halves of the seal, when it imme- taine afits original importance. As our wise Thus the great seal is the verr antithesis of
L]
L

seal itsell, which it seldom if ever containg,

ag made for the reception of

and whieh is only taken from a move secure
depository wuen actaally required 10 bo used.




