e ————————————————E—e T

OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 13

- 1

Our financial condition will not, I fear, admit of alarge appropriation
for the advancement of the most important paxt of this undertaking—the
estension of Roads; but there are some of the provincial main lines on
which a comparatively small expenditure will be attended with great be-
nefit to the colony, and for which I hope some provision will be made.—
{ would particularly invite your attention to the great main lines of Con.
ception Bay, St. Mary’s and Placentia.

I would also suggest for your consideration whether any expenditure on
this branch of the public service will be most satisfactorily made under
the control of Local Boards, or the employment by the Government dur.
ing the autumn, of persons whose fishery has been unsuccessful, and who
may thus provide something for their families for the approaching winter ;
which latter system was attended with much success, both as regards the
persons employed, and the labour performed during the last year.

Among the subjects requiring Legislation, I would particularly call
vour attention to that which relates to the condition of the poor depend-
ant on the Government for support.

The rapid increase in their number, and the consequent pressure on the
Revenue are such as, unless checked by some improved system, will in-
volve us in much financial difficulty ; and therefore I would urge upon
vou the propriety of revising the mode under which relief is at present
administered throughout the colony.

The appearance in Europe of that fearful scourge, the Asiatic Cholera,
and the probability of its extending itsravages to this side of the Atlantic,
make it my duty to recommend to you the adoption of measures best cal-
culated to mitigateits severity, should it unhappily visit us ; and in your
legislation I would direct your attention to the adoption of similar mea-
sures to those now in progress in England for improving the health of
towns.

To meet expenses of this natire, a moderate assessment on houges in
the town, to be borne equally by landlord and tenant, would suffice.

In connection with this subject, and as a very obvious method of im-
proving the sanitary condition of this town, I recommend having an Act
passed prohibiting after a certain early period any interments within the
limits of this town; and in anticipation of some measure of this descrip-
tion, T have provided a suitable piece of ground for the purpose ofa gene-
ral cemetery at a short distance from the town.. '

The Education Act will expire at the close of the session Afollowing



