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July 16, 1913

The Country Homemakers
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SUFFRAGE IN ILLINOIS

You will be interested in the passage
by the ll’innhﬁt-ghl:aturo- of a limited
woman's suffrage bill. It gives the women
of that state practically municipa! fran-
chise with the right to vote for presidential
electors—not a very magnificent measure
of liberty, certainly, but one small sausige
and a picklé ¥ better than no sausage
at all, and it enfranchises about a million
women, 2

It must have been interesting to be in
the Ilinois legislature at the time of the
reading of the bill and to have felt the
thrill of the intense excitement, for 't
just scraped through with a few odd votes
to spare over the required majority.

It is interesting to note that a certain
man who said that his constituency was
“wet” and . he could not support the
measure when it came to the test did
vote for it.  The only negro in the house
broke awayfrom a group of anti-lobhyists
and voted “Aye!” The women of his
race should be proud of him.

An anti-suffrage speech, which nearly
killed the bill, raised a most remarkable
objection.  The speaker warned the mem-
bers of the house that it meant the death
of the dear old political parties—that
the women would not vote Democratic
or Republican, but as they saw fit. A
most amazing complaint. surely. The
discussion dragged on and on. Some
hungry soul eried out for recess and was
seconded by others who felt that the
immediate satisfaction of the inner man
was vastly more important than the
passage of any mere female suffrage bill,
They were voted down and the roll calls
began. Men-——the ereatures  who  are
popularly supposed to have a god-
given instinct for business-—voted. against

the bill when they honestly. meant—to—

—vote for it and had to be put right by

the women lobbyists.

At last when the final count was made
about three-thirty in the afternoon and
it was found that the measure had carried,
loud cheers went up from the floor of
the house and long-distance hand-shakes
were extended to the women in the gallery
by their sympathetic “brethern on the
floor. : z

Then tired and hungry they bethought
them of the luncheon long over-due and
hastened away to attend to the needs
of the flesh. Thus do the petty affairs
of life tread close upon the great issues
of the day.’

FRANCIS MARION BEYNON.

THE EXHIBITION BOARD ANTI-
SUFFRAGISTS

The Political  Equality League of
Munitoba had made great plans to have
a tent at ‘the Winnipeg Exhibition this
vear where their friends could come in
and chat and look over their literature.
It all sounded so simple and pleasant
until the Exhibition Board was approached
concerning space. They were emphatic
in their refusal.  But our women nothing
daunted waited upon them again at a
meeting of the board and asked their
reasons. They said that they did not
allow anyone there who did not make an
exhibition. Someone who had attended
it for years spoke about the Fraternal
Orders and the people-who had booths
and the newspapers.

They- said that the Fraternal Orders
were there by special courtesy, the news-
papers in return for the advertising they
received. *“ And the booths*” questioned
someone. “They are a necessity,” was
the reply. *Then," capable
Leaguer, * we'll make ourselves a
by running a tea room.” But no, they
would not have us within their boundaries
at any price or on any conditions.

jut we will be at the Stampede in
Winnipeg in August. They have given
us a good stand and promised to do any-
thing in their power for us. The booth
is to be at the back of the grandstand
and will Be in charge of various workers
during the whole week. 1 will be there
for u day or a part of a day myselfl and
will be glad to meet any of you—men or
women—whao care to call,

I might mentioy that the League needs
new memberships and subscriptions to
carry on ity summer work and small
! thankfully re-

said a
necessity

contributions would be
ceived.

FRANCIS MARION BEYNON.

_ the picnic committee
this an annual affair
Yours for the W .G .G A |
MHE= = V. HAIGHT.
&>

THE GRAIN GROWERS’ GUIDE

Conducted by Francis Hnnoﬁ Beynon.

]

WOMAN GRAIN GROWERS’
ASSOCIATION AT KEELER

Dear Miss Beynon:—1 wish to say that
Keeler has at last organized its local
W.G.G. A, Our first meeting was poorly
attended, but we made a start by electing
officers pro tem. At the next meéeting
last Thursday there 'was an attendance
of fifteen and most of them joined and
we elected the following officers b Presi-
dent, Mrs. S, Vo Haight; vice-president,
Mrs. Gordon; sceretary-treasurer, Mrs
H. L. Pearsons; managers, Mrs. W. F.
Fowler, Mrs. Wm. Anderson and Mrs
Jno Willson

We had a demonstration of the vacuum
washer and some good talks and a good
time all round. We have made a good
strong ru'e that no member must serve
an elaborate menu at any meeting At
the first meeting here ! only served bread
and butter. two kinds of eske—wnd tea
The second meeting at Mrs. Pearson’s
the same rule held and a fine of 50 cents
will be illl|in\l'(i for any one who serves

more.  We have planned a pienic at -

one of the school Ticuses (Bigstons, us it
is centrally locited) for July 1 as there
1s to be no near celebration for the children
and everyone wil! be invited to come and
bring baskets.

We hope to have some fine times
during the summer and when winter
time comes perhaps we can have joint
meetings with the “good men” of the
GG A, and lots of things may present
themselves later,

We would like to see more reports
from the various W.G.G.A. locals as
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A Th;: 7Little Feet

By Grace Imogen Gish

PSR
2 Dear little feet, that all the day
%% Run in and out at merry play,
That wander 'mong the grasses deep,
e Or clamber up the hill-path steep.
They may be slippered little feet
That skip through gardens, flower
b 3 sweel:

Or brown, and briar-scratched and
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""' bare,

¥  That roam about "most anywhere
‘n‘ And some are wilfo! feet, thatstray
b 59 Down paths forbidden, day by day:
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we would find their experiences useful
to us in our work.

We found your article “Waoman's Clubs
in the Making’ so useful. We read the
article in full at both meetings. More
Tike it, please, Miss Beynon. Hoping to
hear from other locals soon. ?

I am, yours truly,

MRS, S, V. HAIGHT

WOMAN GRAIN GROWERS'
PICNIC

Dear Miss Beynon: Our W.G.GA
picnic yesterday held in Bigstone school
vard wax a grent success When we
started the picnie idea we had #8350 in
our treasury and we agreed to spend it
all on lemons, but the hachelars of onr
’I"lu"]l"rh”'l” i'" H‘rl'li’ '!f ')A‘ l"‘ il "Hl' L‘!'-
made it #11.50.  Onpe good grian grower
sent a load of iee to the grounds; cream
came in from all =ides and all the ladies
contributed to the il:‘.!|_‘- dinner and
supper, so we had ice cream, lemonade,
peanuts and candy, all frec and we did
not lauck for sports either  One kind
neighbor brought and put up a merry-go-
round and swings Several ball games
were arranged between the boys of the
different schools Willson beat Bigstonée
at foothall and Keeler heat Willson  at
baseball

Our local W.G.G A, meets Thursday
July 8, and | am sure they wil' all be
more than satisfied with the report of
We hope to make

alalalalalalalalaialslslsisfiAlslAiAAIAILIAIA

A STAUNCH DEFENDER OF
MOURNING

Dear. Miss Bevnon:—In last week'S
Guide You said you disliked ln‘npl(' waear-
ing black~ Now 1 like it Those who
don’t know what trouble is can wel' say
that, but perhaps if they had it for a few
vears, steady sickness and death, they
would not be so very nice. It is'nothing
but pride and want of common sense
to speak of it in your way. Even if the
custom is old, perhaps if you look back
yvou will see that the old ways are hetter
than your selfish new ones. True, it
does the departed no good, but it ix the
last and least @Wpect That you can show.

People can \\ti:iu\‘ Bluek and not make
all others ardund sad.  To my knowledge
it is kinder to those that are left to show
that yvou have a human heart to feel for
the departed and for them People who
wear bhlack because of their sorrow are
respected a great deal more than if they
went about in bright'y colored garments
as a laughing stock for all who know them,

INTERESTED.

ANOTHER VIEW ON MOURNING .
"Dear Miss Beynon: - While  looking
over the columns of The Grain Growers'
Guide 1 noticed a letter on the subject
of  wearing  mourning.  This  strongly
appeals to me, as 1 have always considered
this a heathen practice. 1 say heathen
because 1T cluss it on the same line as
worshipping idols, ete. 1 think when o
'H'r!ﬂ" N\I'rl'r' lrillll 'll" |“‘\ ll' n rl'lll'"'l
the sorrow is severe enough without having
a black dress to bring the memory upon
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And some are eager feet that run
To help and comfort everyone
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Some loiter when they most should
\')""'I v

And some are never near st need;

Others have gone so far away

They never do come back to play
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But mother-dove will always know

The long road little feet must
¥o,

And find inestimably sweet

The sound of pattering Little feet
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that subicet every tune you look at your
black, gloomy garments. 1 for vne have
taken the step and have never indulged
in wearing mourning of any kind, though
people may have thought me out of date,
or ridiculous, or whatever they liked, |
bnew that of the friend who was gone
could come back to life again he would
not wish to see me in black, deathlike attire

I think it would be another step towunrd
broadminded civilization if this practice
could be completely done away with
Of course a great many of the old people,
who have heen used to the practice all
their lives, would feel that they were
slighting the memory of some dear one,
and perhaps would feel like elinging to
the old way I remember of hearing
child once say he huted to see hin father
whao had died being putl anto the hearse
all draped in black He said it looked
to him as though he was prepared for
the evil one. who had always bheen pretured
to him as black, with great black hands,
and he thought t looked as though b
wan somewhere near

A REFORMER

A NEW BTYLE IN BABIES

(By KRobert H. Moulton in The House
il wife)'

The fertile wtate :,1. ]r,v.:,[
ustly proud of its
abundant, bkigh grade, corn, now pro
poses to wet a new style in babies
That's rather a big order these confi
dent residents of the Hawkeve Btate
have given themselves, nn't it espee
ially in view of the fact that the cry
““ Healthier babies for all’’ is a slogan

wo long

e
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that has only recently heen considered
anywhere!  Nevertheless, the work is
going forward and one of the big fea-
tures at lown State fairs today is the
Baby Health contest, X

The whole mutter started with a little
woman living at Audubdon, Towa,—Mps,
Mary Terrill Watts, who is also a pro-
minent member of the lowa Federation
of Women's Clubs.  Not only has she
the bhcking and encouragement of the
Federation, but also the enthusiastie
support of the Mothers' Congress and
the women physicians of the PPublie
Health  Committee of the American
Medieal Association. They unre scien
tifically seeking how the perfect ehild,
that is, the healthiost, hest proportioned
and_ strongest, may be produced and
renred,

One day Mrs. Watts noticed on a
neighboring farm, a curious contrast
that struck her most foreibly, the hogs
on the place looked remarkably plump,
prosperous and lively; but the children
of the family were peaked, thin and
serawny looking. It seemed criminally
absurd that” this state of affairs could
Possibly prevail, or that any one would
leave a stone unturned to bring about
an equality. of conditions between the
pigs and the children, Why, if a pig
died, it could, relatively speaking,
casily be replaced, and yot so valunble
wocrention as a child was permitted to
grow up ‘‘uny old way.'' Bo there
sprang into her head the grand idea of
n state wide contest in which proud

" parents could enter their off spring, and

hauve the youngsters ruted according to
staminn, physical development, ete,
'ﬁﬁi.“wﬁn{mﬁhn\hwl by the method she
selected for calling attention to the
nead of care for babies that she under-
stands humuan nature,  Everyone knows
how mothers will enthusiasticnlly rush
to enter their children in {u-nuly
show., It's u naturnl and praiseworthy
instinet, this mother's pride, that im
pels them to pit the excellent qualities
of their babies agninst those of the
s nge, Only, oftcourse, Mrs, Watts
did not have beauty, but health, as the
buwis of considering the merits of the
entries, :

In 1911, the lown State College want
ed womeone to take charge of n ‘*wo
man's hour'' in their building at the
State Fair held anounlly in Des Moines.
The Woman's Federntion, awking for a
weelo instead of an hour; seized the op
portunity that had presented itself and
launched the big iden that had started
in the brain of Mrs, Watts, Bhe was
nuturally chosen to huve charge of
this unusunl exhibit Three hundred
dollurs in prizes were put up; entries
were ¢lassified necording us the ehildren
lived i the rural districts, city or town.
The entries were also divided necording
to age, ranging from one to three years,

The enterprise ’.ru\.o-:l " hlu WUCCERN,
The tbmbies were there in large num
bers; no were the spectators to witness
this novel display. There was a whole
tentful of the lively, erowing little
crenturen, with severnl women doctors
in attendance to look them over and to
tuke enre of them. Vink toes would
kick out, chubby fuces would wreath in
with their gurments first re
moved the little boys and girls wers
curefully examined. :

An official score card, very comppet
lyv gotten up by Dr. Margaret Vaupel
Clark, of Waterloo, lowa, furnished
the bawis for the markings, They were
pone over as to chest development,
height, weight, cireumference of head,
ete. In fact not a point of any sort k
overlooked on this seore eard

The system adopted haw the approval
not only of the National Congress of
Mothers, but of the lown Publie Com
mittee of the American Medieal Awso
cintion, and the Department of Agri
cultural extension of lowa Btate Col
lege, It is invaluable in that it fur
nishés an exact wtandard on which
parents may go in correcting the physi
cul defectw of their children,

In the first contest, Charles Elmer
O "Toole, eity born and ecity bred, aged
two and a half years, won the grand
championship,

wilen nn
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