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Parcels of Wbslitan circulars are be
ing forwarded this week to our ministers 
throughout the Provinces. They are 
requested to us# them to the beet possi
ble advantage. These circulars can be 
distributed in the prayer-meeting, class- 
meeting, and during pastoral visitation. 
An active pastor, in fact, may find fifty 
different ways of making them “tell.” 
A gentleman In the country in sending 
in the other day his 34th (thirty-fourth) 
annual subscription, with thirty cents 
for the premium book—Nutt*ton Mag- 
eta—the balance of the three dollars to 
be returned in the shape of a hymn- 
book- cheered us with some kind 
Words, and added : “ I hope your offer 
will be the means of adding a large list 
of new names. I think if all our min
isters would give the paper the attention 
it deserves, you would have Tiro Thoui- 
nnd new subscribers. ” You can do it, 
brethren, and more too. Our ambition 
reaches beyond that mark.

pockets, in vain attempt to open hea
ven from this side of the grave. “ In 
over thirty-six years of Catholic life,” 
says the editor of the Freeman, “ we 
have not ./Ire times heard the duty of 
having masses said for the souls of their 
depaited friends, and for other holy souls 
in Purgatory, inculcated from the pul
pit ! And in most of these five times 
it was not done in the ringing accents 
that ought to have been used for those 
poor souls in Purgatory !”

Are similar influences at work am ong 
even the dense masses of Ireland ? It 
is difficult to reach any conclusion. 
Lack of outward harmony is evident 
enough. On the one hand the 
bishops and other dignitaries of 
the Romish Church, though they have 
done much to strengthen the hands 
of the Land League during the last 
year or two, have of late with consum
mate diplomatic skill censured its ex
cesses and counselled a full and fair trial 
of the provisions of the Land Act. On 
the other, a number of priests have been 
found in opposition to their directors, 
and the rebellious spirit of many of 
their people has been repressed only by 
the stem arm of military power. Little 
weight, it is to be feared, can be attach 
ed to the opinion of those who see in 
this apparent opposition the rough fag- 
end of that self-assertion which some
times manifests itself in its earlier 
stages by rude and even murderous acts. 
If the bishops had sought to enforce 
general and unquestioning obedience, 
the attitude of the prieethood and peo
ple would be dearer. As it is, there is 
rather reason to fear that the hierarchy 
may connive at the policy of the clergy, 
and thus maintain a position which seems 
inexplicable to thoee not familiar with 
Rome's coquetry and lax morality.

PROTESTANT INFLUENCE
Tight as are the fences within which 

the Romish clergy seek to enclose their 
flocks, there are frequent proofs of the 
influence exercised upon the latter by 
the vast body of Protestantism with 
which they inevitably come in contact. 
Rome of oar readers may have heard 
the story of a Provincial Councillor 
who, in a business meeting a few years 
since, asked hie archbishop mors ques
tions respecting the expenditure of 
-moneys upon a certain cathedral than 
the prelate felt free to answer. The re
sult was a paternal request to “ sit 
•down,” sad, after further questions had 
-been peeeietemtly pressed upon hie 
.lordship, a dark hint about “exoom?* 
xnunicatâon ” was whispered. On the 
following morning a listener, upon 
whose ears the terrible word had fallen 
like the rambling of distant thunder,

■ mailed tm see his old friend, and save 
Aiim, if possible, from impending dan
ger. Question after question, however, 
tailed to extort any evidence of ftar, 
and at last the visitor same to the point, 
—bing what the old gentleman would 
do if “ His Grace” should send him 
through the day a notice of the ecclesi
astical «ensure, so asach to be dreaded.
41 Oh,” was the oool reply, “ I’d send
it to the Morning----------- A dose
observer of political events in the Prov
ince of Quebec can scarcely fail to see 
that the right to the exercise of private 
judgment has been asserted with no 
little boldneee, and that Rome in her 
recent decisions has been obliged to 
yield to some extent to the strength of 
a current which could not be suddenly 
checked.

American exchangee report that the 
Methodist Episcopal Church has just 
received another accession from the 
ranks of Romanism. In the city of 
Mexico, one of Rome’s greatest strong
holds, Dr. Fuentes, whom Rev. J. W, 
Butler, of the Mexican mission, report* 
to be a Cuban by birth, and a man of 
excellent mind, scholarly, eloquent and 
gentlemanly,” has addressed a public 
letter to the Archbishop of Cuba, an
nouncing his renunciation of Romanism 
and his conversion to Protestantism. 
His conversion is said to have made a 
deep impression in the city of Mexico. 
In an account of his withdrawal from Ro
manism, Dr. Fuentes, after setting forth 
the motives which impelled him to em
brace the regenerating doctrines of the 
Reformation, says: ‘ I freely and 
spontaneously declare, in this to me 
most solemn moment, that I detest, 
abominate and execrate all the false 
dogmas and all the corrupt and corrupt
ing superstitions which are the natural 
fruits of the Roman Catholic organism.
I proclaim aloud that I retire from that 
communion because I believe Roman 
Catholicism, as it is at present under 
stood and practiced, to be incompatible 
with human progress, the enemy of all 
liberal ideas and the protector of all 
kinds of tyranny in political and relig
ious, in social and civil life. ”

In a letter written from Mexico, Oct. 
1st, Mr. Butler says : 11 Two weeks ago 
last Sunday night Dr. Fuentes made 
his public profession of adherence to 
our Church. I enclose you a copy of 
Ihe translation of his address. Let me 
add that Dr. Fuentes is just entering 
the prime of life, being 88 years of sge. 
He is gentlemanly and becomingly mo
dest He is clear, earnest and instruc
tive in all bis sermons. We are expect
ing that, under God’s blessing, he will 
become s powerful leader in our cause.”

Christ, and through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, men may reach a point 
where longings are exchanged for a cer
tain satisfaction or rest of soul, whence, 
however, they are to move on in endless 
progression,—

A rest, where *11 oar soul’s desire 
1» fixed on things above,

Where fear and sin and grief expire 
Cast oat by perfect love.” *

Against this view protests were uttered 
from various quarters. No article of 
his creed cost Wesley more reproach 
than this, but none was more eamestly 
pressed upon the notice and experience 
of his preachers and people. And for 
none, certainly, can stronger warrant be 
found by any who,like the Bereans, will 
take the Scriptures and search “ wheth
er these things are so.” The attentive 
reader of the First Epistle to the 
Thessal mians, who marks Paul’s ex
pressions of regard for his Christian 
brethren, and yet hears him pray that 
the “ very God of Peace ” may “sancti
fy them wholly ” and that their whole 
spirit, and soul and body” may be pres
erved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” and who hears the 
apostle add, “ Faithful is He that call- 
eth you, who also will do it,” must we 
think, be prepared to admit that Wesley 
was fully warranted in teaching the 
doctrine of sanctification as a definite 
privilege, to be realized on this side of 
death by the follower of Him whose 
blood “cleanseth from all sin.” And 
may we not ask if a privilege thus pro
cured should not also be regarded as a 
duty Î

We do not err, we are persuaded, in 
asserting that this view of Christian 
Holiness has not always been held by 
other branches of the Church, in gener
al, whatever views individuals may 
have entertained respecting it. We as 
joyfully assert that to-day some of its 
most earnest advocates are to be found 
among the membership of other Chur
ches.

Do we therefore say that the experi
ence of Christian Holiness in its higher 
grade has been limited to persons of our 
name Î To do that were to fall into a 
grievous error. In every age of the 
world men have outrun their creeds, 
which nevertheless have their value. 
To go no farther than the highly honor
ed Church whose reputation the Wit- 
neu thinks us inclined to discount, we 
should not dare to think of assigning to 
Rutherford, McCheyne and W. C. 
Bums and scores of others, a secondary 
place. They shine, with light borrowed 
from above, as stars in the firmament. 
May our sister church be blessed with 
an unceasing line of such holy men. 
Their number will not be lessened but 
increased in proportion as holiness is set 
before her followers as a definite bless
ing.

a friend who submitted to him the man
uscript of an infidel book, “ Don’t un
chain the tiger, for if the world be so 
bad with the Bible, what would it be 
without it T’

'
A OLA RE OF LIGHT.

New light is being thrown upon the 
future. Even John the Divine received 
no such revelation in Patmos. He con
cluded that “ It doth not yet appear 
what we shall be.” Holy men and 
women since his day have only caught 
such glimpses as have led them in rapt 
bewilderment to exclaim “ What must 
it be to be there 1” It has become the 
special privilege of a correspondent of 
the Christian Visitor to reveal one of 
the hidden things which mortals “desire 
to look into.” We sit at his feet, and 
are charmed. We are so much the 
more at home because the external sight 
is not closed while the internal vision is 
strained in its gaze upon and beyond 
the stars. No afflatus conies upon him 
and strikes him down. The mental 
process by which the conclusion is reach
ed is purely inductive. Data gathered 
from the publication* of the Church be
low furnish conclusion* respecting the 
Church above.

The “Revelator,” who is certainly 
able to produce a companion volume to 
Guiteau’s “What is Truth,” has arrived, 
after a study of the past, at this happy 
conclusion : “ Suppose that the expen
diture of one dollar by Presbyterians, 
be the means of the conversion of one 
soul, that dollar spent by Methodists 
[would be] three souls, and by Baptists 
nine. ”

This computation is below rather than 
above the mark, for it is added that “a 
similar comparison made at the preeent 
time would be vastly more favorable to 
Baptists.” From these data he pro
ceeds to “ deduce,” in this style : <>

“ Inasmuch, as the conversion of a sin
gle soul, is a power direct from the 
throne of God, operating in connection 
with the means used, therefore, the 
blocs ed Lord Jesus, for reasons clear!

purposes of devotion.singing for 
says :

If the Sundav-schoo]
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spect to the object of the institutions. 
Theirs were theological institutions, and 
but for the theological instruction which 
they sought to impart to the students 
they would not exist at all. Although 
other sciences were taught, they were 
only taught for the sake of theology. 
The sacred languages, the most general 
discipline,and the furniture of the mind 
had a direct bearing upon the highest 

! of all knowledge, which was the know
ledge of God and of 
did not profess to
course of secular instruction, nor even 
in the limited time assigned to them a 
complete course of theological instruc
tion, but they professed to afford as
sistance to those whose lives were to be 
devoted to sacred duties and offices ; to 
supply the laborer in the vineyard of 
Christ his implements ; to the soldier 
in the Christian army his weapons ; and 
to accustom.them by exercise to their 
use. (Applause.) It was theological 
instruction, theological of a preparatory 
kind—preparatory to the lifelong stu
dies of those who were to minister in 
holy things. They did not afford in
struction to the general public on pay
ment of fees, nor to students at large, 
some or all whom might afterward select 
the ministry as a profession, or select 
medicine, or any other profession ; but 
to men whom the Conference had al
ready accepted as candidates for the 
ministry, and to whom they hoped God 
had given the sacred, secret, direct call 
to the ministry, and who, but for the 
intervening period of instruction at that 
college would before now have been ap
pointed to circuits, that it might be as
certained there by due probation whe
ther they were duly called to the work. 
(Hear,,. h_esr*) He commended the eup-

ion ha, the hymn, so arranged^? 
name of the Deity nowhere appj* 
another point the Sunday \ ,°*
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port of the college to the continued lib
erality of the friends of Methodism. 
They needed such provision for current 
expenses as would free them from anx
ious care as to their annual liability 
they needed such a library as would 
meet all reasonable requirements of the 
students and tutors, and at once en
courage and aaaiat the aapirationa of the 
atudenta ; and they needed more or leaa 
philosophical instrumenta if the atndies 
sketched by their founder were to be 
practically regarded.

The
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and F.

Tly
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It can scarcely be supposed that influ
ences tending to foeter greater indepen
dence in thought can be without their 
effect upon thoee practices which lend a 
peculiar emphasis to the points at issue 
between Protestants and Romanism. 
An indication of the force of Protestant 
influence appears in the lamentation of 
the editor of the Freeman'« Journal re- 
«peeling the email amount of effort put 
forth tor the relief of the souls depart- 
-ed, whose sufferings, as portrayed by 
4he Dominican, Tetsel, once sent hands 
iumfedfe to the depths of their owner's

AN EXPLANATION,
Our esteemed neighbor, the Presby

terian Witness, takes us to task in kind
ly style, for having said that the doc
trine of Christian holiness is “ no long
er professed only within the limits of 
Methodism.” Our offence lies, it ap
pears, in having implied that “ there 
was a time when the doctrine of Chris
tian holiness was peculiar to Method- 
ism a gentle hint is therefore given 
that Wesley never would have asserted 
that “ this doctrine, or the practice of 
it, waa peculiar to himself or his die- 
ciplea.”

A closer adherence on our part to 
W esley a phrase—Christian Perfection 
—would have prevented a misunder
standing. Sincere longings after in
creased holiness have marked true 
Christian men and women in every age 

the absence of euch longings would 
have caused them to write bitter things 
against themselves—but Wesley be
lieved himself and his followers special
ly called “ to spread Scriptural holiness 
throughout the land ;” in other worda, 
ae the whole tenor of hie writings shows, 
to revive the Scriptural teaching that 
through faith in the atonement of

A DEATH-BED TRAFFIC.
Staid old Pennsylvania and one or 

two neighboring States are in danger of 
sad disgrace from the practice of “Grave
yard insurance. ” Since the days when 
the “ Burking ” system of finding 
subjects for medical colleges caused 
wide-spread terror in England, no such 
ghoulish business haa been practiced. 
That of the liquor dealer alone, in civil 
ized lands, approaches it in point of en
ormity. An American paper saya of 
this graveyard traffic : “The stories 
that are told of the amounts for which 
lives are insured, and of the suspicions 
attaching to the deaths of some of the 
insured, are almost incredible. It _ 
•aid that doctors, base enough to do so, 
are bribed to disclose the condition of 
their patienta, or even employed to gain 
information respecting the probability 
of death. Men go about from place to 
place, spying out the weak and sick, and 
either take out policies themselves or 
furnish the information to principals. 
Infirm men and women, without a cent 
in the world, are laid to have been in
sured for sums running up into hun
dreds of thousands of dollars. In some 
of these cases death haa been followed 
by suspicions of murder. A case occur
red in Maryland a few months ago 
where a poor old negro died suddenly 
under auspicious circumstances, and it 
waa found after his death that policies 
upon hia life amounting to many thoua- 
aanda of dollars had been taken out by 
strangers. ’’ Not long since one of these 
heavily insured persona waa plied with 
liquor and placed in a stable loft, near* 
trap door. Some of the conspirators 
waited for some time and then suddenly 
called his name in a loud tone, causing 
him to spring from his resting place 
and, falling through the trap door, to 
be fatally injured. Other instances of a 
moat diabolical character have 
given.

agi
Heaven as thoi
ed ? Ans.—God has decreed that m 
Heaven every man shall be rewarded 
according to the deeds done in the body. 
Shall He not then give to Baptists ten 
fold more honor, than to Presbyterians, 
and three fold more than to Metho
dists ?”

We dip the above from the Christian 
Visitor, the Baptist paper of New Brun
swick. Either the editor of the paper 
has no time to read his “correspond
ence ” or he is charmed by the “con
clusion of the whole matter :’’

“Lesson :—Since God does bless Bap
tist labour, more than that of others ; 
aa His stewards, would it not be impru
dent and unwise to invest our monies 
with Union or Pedobaptist Societies. 
Would it not be unwise to a busi
ness man, who is assured of 10 per 
cent profit, from a certain business 
in which he is engaged ; to link his doc
trines with others, where only from 
seven-tenths per cent to two-and-a-half 
per cent can be realized. Ought we not 
then to invest wholly in Baptist securi
ties, Baptist Colportage, Baptist Book 
Room, that we may have manifold in
crease returns for the glory of God, and 
the salvation of souls, and also the 
greater reward through all eternity. ”

PLEASING TRIBUTES.
•

The first Methodiat elected to the 
high post of Lord Mayor of the English 
metropolis—Alderman Wm. McArthur— 
has taken leave of the officials of ths 
Mansion-house, to sink “ below the 

I horizon,” in the view of the general 
j public. That his fidelity to the Church 
of which hie father was an honored min
ister should have led friends at home 
and abroad to utter expressions of high 
regard in reference to him is not strange ; 
nor are we at all surprised that the lead
ing men of other Churches, whose claims 
have by no means been ignored by him, 
should offer equally honorable mention. 
It is pleasing, however, to find that in 
his case, the determination to seek to 
please God and his own conscience, has 
won for him, as is usual in such cases, 
the regard of the public in general.

The Times says : “ To hope that Mr, 
Alderman Ellis will make as good a 
Lord Mayor as his predecessor is to wish 
that he may prove as good a Lord Mayor

progress of events connected 
with the Irish Land question is develop
ing some odd and some sad results. Of 
the former class is the fact that in dl 
the English constituencies where the 
Land League has any influence over vo
ters these throw their votes in five* „f 
the Conservatives, who have had only 
hard words for the Irish tenantry. Row 
insincere muat have been the agitatot, 
who would destroy Gladstone for haviw 
redressed thoee grievances which formed 
only too good ground for agitation. 1» 
the list of sad facte are thoee whisk re
late to suffering on ths part of emt 
who are more slow to invite sad 
ready to receive sympathy thu the 
hitherto oppressed tenantry. Only*, 
cently a meeting was held at the palm 
of the Archbishop of Dublin to fera * 
association for the relief of kilt- j, 
Ireland who have been plunged iato 
great distress through the non-paymat 
of rents. A number of eminent pensa- 
ages were preeent. It is reported Uat 
details submitted to the meeting reveal
ed a state of things which could haA 
have been credited. Many have base 
plunged into deepest suffering and ah 
solute distress in consequence of tie 
state of the country during the past 
year or two. Similar results mephe 
expected to follow the decisions of tie 
Land Commission. Thus it has svsr 
been. The track leading back to ths 
path of right has generally led men past 
prostrate and bleeding forms.

been

Under such circumstances the world 
does not want infidel Ingereolle. It 
were better to take the advice of Benja
min Franklin, who, lax in hie optitioas

he ie raid to have 1 mad to

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS.
The English Methodists on the 2nd 

inst. opened their new Theological In
stitution at Birmingham. Aa true 
followers of John Wesley they hold in 
■com the idea that ignorance can be a 
qualification for the Gospel ministry, 
while they yet look upon the highest 
literary qualifications aa secondary in 
value to an experimental acquaintance 
with the saving power of Christ The 
building is said to be the mort pleasing 
to the eye and the mort commodious in 
its internal arrangement of all the Eng
lish Wesleyan Colleges. Its coat, $40,- 
000, is all provided for. About forty 
atudenta are already in attendance, but 
there is yet accommodation for at least 
thirty others.

Th i Inaugural Address was delivered 
by the President of the Conference, Rev. 
)r. Osborn. We copy from the Watch - 

mananextract from the Doctor’s address, 
because of the clearness of hia definition 
of the work to be done by Theological 
Institutions, and in the hope that a con
viction of their value may win from out 
own people a deeper sympathy with this 
department of our Conference work than 
has yet been shown. Dr. Osborn re
marked :

This institution differed considerably 
from some others occasionally called by 
the same name. They differed in re-

j as may be. Mr. M’Arthur lias singled 
himself out from a series of popular 
Lord Mayors by his popularity, by his 
courtesy, and by the judicious bestowal 
of his hospitality. An outgoing Lord 
Mayor is a by-word for the brevity of 
human greatness. To-day, he is a great 
luminary in the eyes of London citizens, 
and greater still in the eyes of foreign
ers. To-morrow he links below the hori
zon, but commonly with the conscious
ness of having done a good work. So 
many charitable fund» has he started or 
fostered ; so many public meetings has 
he attended ; so many institutions has 
he patronised ; so many speeches has 
he delivered. In this ever-shifting, 
ever-growing country of oure, every 
day brings into being some freeh combi
nation of genius or merit which requires 
recognition in the shape of Guildhall 
hospitality. The outgoing Lord Mayor 
has been consistently happy in his choice 
of persons and bodies whom the Corpor
ation should delight to honour. ”

The Pall Mall Gazette says : “As it 
is one of the peculiar cuatome of the 
City for the Lord Mayor to pronounce 
a warm eulogium on himeelf at the end 
of hie year of office, no fault can be 
found with Mr M’Arthur for following 
the traditions of his poet. It is a good 
deal, no doubt, for any man to say that 
“ he can look back on the past year ae 
one in which he has been enabled to do 
much good but the retiring Lord 
Mayor has probably a better right to 
say so than most of us. On the whole, 
Mr. M’Arthur does not blow his own 
trumpet very loudly. That his reign 
has been one of peace and quietness 
that the Common Council and the Al
dermen have never rebelled against his 
authority, that he has applied in various 
new directions the great City engine of 
hospitality, are pointe on which the 
Lord Mayor may

At the recent annual meeting of the 
Evangelical Alliance, which this year 
was held in England, the question of 
temperance for the first time had a place 
on the official programme. In congrat
ulating the Alliance upon this step in 
advance, Rev. Charles Garrett ssid: 
“ The world was waiting for the Church 
to lead it on against the common foa 
The expenditure on strong drink ns 
twice as much as that upon railway 
traffic. The Methodists had been hard 
at work trying to raise a Thanksgiving 
Fund, and the amount now was £300,- 
000. To do this they had had to trawl 
the entire country over—to use pree, 
platform, and pulpit, and the whole re
sult was as stated—a little over £300,- 
000. „ Why, Liverpool alone spent is 
much as that in strong drink every «* 
weeks that rolled by. In other words, 
Liverpool spent on drink in six week 
as much as the entire [English WeslsysaJ 
Methodist Church had been able to i 
in three years to clear off the debt”

Lord Mayor may oongretuiate himself 
without king chargeable with an undue 
amount of self-esteem. In point of fact,

MayorMr. M'Arthur haa been_____
of far more than average merit.

Some one gives this hint for the pray
er-meeting. We think it was Spurgeon. 
It is too good to be thrown into the 6» 
with our superfluous clipping! 
pastor is reported to have requested the 
brethren to omit the usual beginrueg 
and ending of their prayers. We bar* 
heard people ask to be forgiven forth* 
short comings when we felt a deal mol*
grieved for their long-cotn\ igs. Half

A NEEDED LESSON.

Much irreverence in praise ia the re
sult of erroneous teaching. Music 
books in which the most solemn hymns 
find a place are used to drill our youth 
in singing schools. Is it any wonder 
that these hymns, sung ae they too often 
are in th# midst of frivolity, have littls 
weight when used in religious atrvioM 1
An old English musie-book in our

the pretty phrases had better be 1* 
and the other half cut down. Irtff» 
and strength in public devo-ion seldom 
go together. We never heard of say 
brother being blamed for being too 
short in prayer. We/should like ta 
hear of a prayer-meeting failing through 
the brevity of the petitions Try *4 
brethren, and let us know if you «■** 
ceed. We will keep a register of 
blessed calamities"

The Bishops of the Methodist Kpiseo- 
pal Church have appointed the following 
among other fraternal delegatee: ® 
the British Wesleyan Conference, tbs 
Rev. William F. Warren, D.D., LLRf 
of New England Conference ;
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