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Religious fMiscellanp. ,

For ;ha —l'u;viuc’:nl We-“wvan.
Religion.
O loved Religion, meek and mild,

ad .

To keep thy beaut robes
How vain without thee men have toiled.—
Mad sons of earth of thee afraid
Would chase thee to some gloomy shade,—
As it for death and darkness made !

But whan the weight of gailt is knogn,
And dread misfortune’s ills are shown,
The rudest bearis thy power will own.
Thou comest then to change the stone ;
The rocky heart begins to melt ;
Thy cheering presence then is felt,
"Midst boons of grace in plenty dealt.

1 sought thee when my life was new ;—
They said thy glooms would pierce me through,
And hide all worldly good {rom view,
And all my path with sorrows strew :
" Bat lo! I found thee bright and fair,—
A maiden of a pleasant air,
Ready two world's aright to share,

And sotrow loses half its might
When thou art near with heavenly light,
To bring the aid of God's own might:
To souls by keenest anguish prest
Thou show'st the dear Redeemer’s breast,
Where they in peace and joy may rest.
T. H. D.
Colchester, N. S., 30th May, 1860.

Keep thy Tongue from Evil,

Evil speaking is a common sin even
among professed Christians, and many an
innocent heart is wounded, and the life of
many a victim shortened, by damaging words
spoken carelessly and withont any thought
of harm. The Sunday School Times gives
an illustration of this unfortunate babit :—

A poor young girl lay a-dying. A rapid
consumption buiried her from health to the
brink of the grave in the covrse of a few
' A lady ¥ho had sustained
important and interesting relations to her, a
professor of religion and a teacher in the
Sabbath school, went one evening to pay
the sick child a visit. Ve ry Ilkcly she car-
ried some delicacy te tempt’ the invalid’s
feiling appetite, for she was really a kird-
Learted woman., When she returned bome,
a circle of ladies was sitting in ber parlor—
persons who were @very one strangers to the
dying girl and 10 her history They only
knew of her that ehe was young, that coo-
sumpticn was wasting ber etrength, and that
in a tew days, at most, the flickering taper
of life wouid be extinguishzd. Scme in-
quiries of a geperal character were made,
and a common sympathy expressed for her
The lady who bad visited thc sick-room re-
piied to the interrogatories, and then, with-
out the slightest occasion or necessity, she
proceeded to entertain her listeners with the
inciden.s in the past history of the poor girl,
interspersing them with tales which might
have been but the venom of the sianderer’s
tongue, or they might have been true, and
tbe result of terrible and overpowering
temptaiion, triumpbing over a youthful and
undefended frailty. Not a word was said
that she had had no tender and taithful pa-
rents to waich over her dawning woman-
hood—ibat defects iu her education and dan-
gerous influences about her bad left unen-
lightened or bad weakened her moral sense.
O, no! it was told to these strangers as it
bad been circulated among those who knew
her, that she was eaid to bave grievously
erred, and nothing extenuating was men-
tioned.

My heart bled, snd well might my eyes
be suffused with tears, at such inconsiderate
bearilessness—for heartlessness it was, albeit
not ill-meant. 1 could have clasped my
bends and exclaimed, Spare her! Leave
ber to the Divine judgment! What good
end will this purrative serve # These stran-
gers—why e¢hock and blunt their sympa-
thies, when 1he grave is about to hide her
away from all human praise and blame !

This Christian woman probably intended
no harm; but sure am I, the Lord Jesus
Chrict would have dene very differently.—
In him are combined inflnite holiness and
infinite tenderness.  Strict to mark iniquity,
bat with fRis divine heart glowing with for-
giving love, his voice would have said to the
poor young woman, * Neither Go 1 condenn
thee.. Come unto me, all laboring and hea-
vy-laden ; T will give you rest, and peace,
and parden.” .

“ Charity . . . . iskind.” ¢ Let all evil-
speaking be put away from you.” What-
goever ye would that men should do unto
you, do ye even s0.”

—————

The Right Kind of Enthusiasm.

John Wesley was aceustomed (o say that
the kind of men most needed in the Churches
were calm, deliberate enthusiasts. Like
ruany of the pithy sayings of that remark-
wble man, this one may be proiitably re-
membered and considered

Calm, deliberate epthusiasm ! To some
persons this language implics a cont'adic-
tion in terms.  As they conceive of entho-
giasm, it can be neither “caim ” mor ¢ de-
l:berate” It must necessarily be restless
and impulsive. It must evince itself by
conatant agitation, aed ragid, fervid action.
It must reo, leap or fly, but never wulk.—f
They do not know that there is an en:husi-
asm which may glow like a sccret fire in the
breast, and which may, by iis quict, constant
impulse,.set u man 1o the execution of the
most diffienit and laborious tasks, and in-
cite him to the most hazardous and glorious
enterprises. It is the hidden, imprisoned
steam that does the work, not that which is
puffed away inlo the air

The sagacity aod long experience of John
Wesley taught bim the sccrets ‘of pow-
er in the Charch. One of those secrets
he found in the steady, quiet effective earn-
estness, which burned forever in some Chris-
tian hearts, and yet never burst forth into a
flame, sweeping everything before it while
it raged, and then dying out. Hesaw plainly
that he great work of the Church muai be
done, and the great wants of the world sup-
plied by “ calm, deliberate enthusiasts,” and
that little could be done by that impulsive-
ness which foams through all the channels
of the soul to-day, and ebbs out before to-
mMOorTow,

We will give this remark a practical
bearing, and sapply aleo a very apt illos-
traiion of it, when we say that these calm,

{ deliberate enthusiasts are exceedingly need-
ed in the Sanday-school

needed behind the superintendent’s desk.—
The leader of the school, its living, thinking
bead, must not be a cold man ; but he may
be cool. He must have sufficient warmth
in his own beart, (0 communicate something
of it to those whose efforts he is inciting and
controlling ; .and he must bave an earnest-
ness which will steadily bear down all dis-
couragements and difficulties ; but be may be
deliberate withal. He must be like a fixed
and powerful spring, acting with constant,
unfailing force on all the machinery around
him, and keeping all moving with regularity
and certainty. Fitfulness, and the fervor of
an enthusiasm which depends upon times
and seasons ard place and circumstance for
its life, will not do in such & post.

They will not do, either, in the class.—
The teacher who will work long, and do bis
work well, must be & “ cool, deliberate en-
thusiast.” They will not do in the mission-
school room, either in fitting one to quell the
turbulence of the newly caught street boys,
or n giving the long patience by which the
unruly are to be tamed and the ignorant in-
structed. They will not do anywhere in the
Church’'s work. It is too great, and de-
mands too much constant lavor to be accom-
plished by the varying and unsteady efforts
of hands that work only by temporary im-
pnlses.

How shall this calm, delibcrate enthusi-
asm be originated and sustained? We
know no other way than by keeping alive
in the heart the love of Jesus. This glow-
ing in the soul will keep the thoughts awake
and the hands busy. And it is in the power
of this strong affection, if allowed to take the
supremacy, to breed and to sustain in the
heart of man an enthusiasm which will rise
1o the level of every requirement, and fit the
man for every duty. The most difficukt
Christian enterprises, and the highest Chris
tian achievements bave bad no other motive
than simple love to Jesus Chiis.  The
sume power will be found sufficient in all
l: bers and self-denials, until the day comes
when labour shball cease and seif denial
bring its abundant and endless reward —
Sunday School Times.

Modern Preachers.

* Lord Erskine, who is so greatly colebra-
ted for the delicacy and tenderness with
which he sometimes describes scenes of do-
mestic endearment and felicity, and the loity
tone of indignation with which he lashes
and scourges their invaders, remarks in the
letter introdactory to the published speeches
of Fox, that * intellect alone, however ex-
aited, without strong feelings, without even
irticable sensibility, would be only like an
immense magazine of powder, il there were
po such element as fire in the natural world.
It is the Aeart which is the spring and foun-
‘tain of all eloquence.” To be eloquent a
man must himself be aifected. He must be
sincere. He must be in earnest. In his
own heart must burn tie fire which be would
kindle in the bosom of others :
“ Si vis_me flore dolendum est
Priaum ipsi tibi,”

says Horace, and the-maxim wiil hold to the
¢ crack of doom.” There must Le a cer-
tain honesty and open-heartedness of man-
ver, and apparenily eatire and thorough con-
viction of being in the right ; an everlasting
pursuit of, and entire devotion to the sab-
ject, to seeming neglect and unconcern as to
everything else—emotion, feeling, passion.
Even in discourses of a logical character,
where the reasoning approaches almost to
mathematical demonstration, the hearers will
not be impressed, they will scarcely listen
wich patience, unless they are persuaded that
the conclusions to which the speaker would
force them are the deliberate and solemn
convictions of his own mind. A eold-blooded
phlegmatic preacher may produce a dis-
course irresistible in argument, elaborately
perfect in rhetorical embellishment, and pain-
fully correct in style, but nothing can give it
that electric fire which darts through and
through an audience, kindling each beart
into enthusiasm, save natural feeling ex-
pressed.with the fervoriof earnest scosibility

The only way to be elcquent in the pal-
pit is to banish every thought of self, to for-
get everything bat God and duty. The tri-
umphs of true eloquence, touching, grand
sublime, awful as ihey sometimes have been,
are seen, it has been well remarked, ocly
when the orator stands before you in the
simple majesty of truth, and, overpowered
with the weight of his convictions, forgets
everything but his momentous subject. You
think not of one who speaks, but of what is
spoken ; transported by his pathos, your
wrapt imagination pictures new visions of
happiness ; subdued by the gushes of his
ter.derness, your tears mingle wilh his ; de-
termined by the power of his reasoning, you
ar. prompt to admit, if not prepared to
yicld to the force of his arguments ; entering
wih his whole heart and soul into the eub-
ject of his address, you sympathize in those
strong emotions which you see are in his
bosom, burning and struggling for utterance ;
“and soon find yourself moving onward with
bim on the same impetuous and resistlees
current of feeling and passion. ¢‘Itis ama-
zing,” says Goldsmith,  to what heightjelo-
quence of this kind may reach. This is
that eloquence the ancients represented as
lightning bearing down every opposer; this
is the power which has turned whole assem-
biies into astonishment, admiration and awe ;
that is described by the torrent, the flame,
and every other instance of . irresistible im-
petuosity.”— Christian Record.

Affliction.

We argue, “ Cannot God bring us to
beaven with ease and prosperity ?” Who
doubteth but he can ? but his infinite wis-
dom decreeth the contrary ; and though we
cannot see the reason, yet be bath the most
just reason. It is your part now to believe,
aud suffer, and hbope, and wait on. Whe-
ther God comes to his children with a rod
or with a crown, if he comes Limself with
it, it is well. Welcome, welccme, Jesus,
what way soever thou come, if we get a sight
of thee | - And sure I am it is better to be
sick, providing Christ come to the bedside,
and say, “ Courage, | am thy salvation,”

Mwoﬂ' health, and never be visited by

One is always |

Flattery in Prayer.

i The stutement of the case, bare and bald,
| would make it appear shocking. Yet how
! often it is heard—flattery in prayer!
| Says Dr. Porter, « Suppose, as pastor of
| a congregation, you make the closing prayer
| on Sabbath, after a brotber in the ministry
bas kindly preached for you all day ; yoa
allude to his sermons io terms such as world-
ly politeness employs on common subjeeis,
that is, in terms of direc: compliment. In
thas cancelling an cbligation toa fellow worm
do you not offend against the eanctity of the
place and the occasion: aond the dignity (so
to speak) of devotion ? I bave no doubt
that intelligent and conscieutious people
often feel on this point a degree of impro-
propriety in the habits of ministers ; and the
same habits are sometimes carried to a greater
extent in more private devotions, such as
acknowledging’the bospitalities of families ”

This talking through God at man, this
tickling of humaaity’s itching ears by fea-
thers taken from the wings of the cherubim
that overshadow the mercy-seat—done in
the act of prayer too !—profanity is a soft
word for it.

These abuses of extemporaneous prayer
must be guarded against. We once heard
the sermon that went 5efore, controverfed
aod answered in the closing prayer of the
pastor.

The brother who “ kindly preached” that
day, was plainly alluded to ; and arguments
were woven inio the prayer against his main
positiors. The terms were not complimen-
tary, and the said brother feit very much
like asking for an opportunity to reply ; bat
the doxology and benediction choked down
discassion ! This thing, we are glad to say,
was not done in a Moatbodist charch, and the
said pastor was not a Methodist preacher.

This is told of the eccentric John Ran-
dolph : ln one of his spells of repentance
and sickuess, he was visited by a minister,
who, at his request, prayed for and with
bim. The mmister began in this wise:
¢ Lord, our friend is sick. Thou knowest
Low generous hLe has been to the poor, and
what eminent servicas he has rendered (0 bis
couetry, and how he is among the honored
and great men of the earth ? % Stop,
stop,” said the impatient Randoli—*no
more of such stuff, else the Lord will damn
us both.”

At the closing cervices of a camp meeting
& colored brother was called on to offer
prayer. Uncle Toby was not very compli-
mentary in bis allusions, though direct and
personal. He thanked the Lord for so good
a meeting—* especially as thou knowest we
bave bad very feeble instraments ”’

The whole business of compliment is very
delicate, and has its temptations to exagge-
ration :nd insincerity on the part of the
speaker, and may inflate the vanity, and
spread enares for the fect of the hearer.
Therefore, even in its proper time and place,
the language of compliment must be well
looked to. But in addressing Jehovah, take
care how you induige in personal allasions
to those worms and sinpers like yoursell
who are present. In this matter, especially,
heed this scripture—* Be rot rash with thy
moath, and iet not thy heart be hasiy to
utter anything before God ; for God 1s in
heaven, and thou upon eaith : therefore let
thy words be few.”— Nashville Advocate.

Ministers’ Wives Helping Them.

They need their help. I do not mean
those ministers who feel that :hey are stroog
and are a host in themselves. I mean those
who are bumble and feel their dependence,
aod who need the assistance those that stand
in a pear relation to them cangive

One whom 1 knew, prayed for her hus-
band. She died, but it came oat after her
death. that sometimes when she staid away
from meeting, she would visit her place of
secret prayer, and pray for the success of
her busband. If that minister was a good
man, it seems he might bave preached to
profit, God and his wife helping.

Another, whenever he preached and his
wife was present, had her as the most atten-
tive listener. She kept her eyes on him,
and appeared to have an interest in the
truths he presented, and to have all her
sympathies engag -d for him. That minister
is dead, but che muet feel a satisfuction that
she gave her infinence in favor of his great
work.

Another minister would sometimes feel
that he had a hard, dark, aod unprofitable
time in preaching. But when retiring io
dejection of spirit, his wife would give him
good cheer, telling him she did not see but
he bad freedom ; that it was thc truth which
he presented, and God could bless it to the
good of the people.

Another minister had a wife who very
kindly would tell him ot bi% fau!ts. [f Le
spoke too long or too loud she told him how
he could improve in those respects. Or, if
be said in public some vain or witty things
that caused the people to laugh, ehe told
him there was a better way. His eccentri-
cities were much improved, if not removed
by her good advice.

Ministers’ wives—what a position they
ocenpy ! Like angels * that excel in strength,’
they can help very mach those whom God
bas placed in the van of the holy war. Help!
O Lelp ! and God will help them andgou,
the Church and the world.—Morning Star.

—_—————ea———— - ————

The Bible.

Aj a recent Miesionary Meeting in Eng-
land, the Rev. Luke Tyerman said, whilst
sitting in the meeting he bad been thinking
of the marvellous change which had taken
place during the last four or five bundred
years, and how thankful they all ought to be
ibat they lived in an age like the present.—
It bad been related of a traveller that, whilst
journeying through Eg, pt, he discovered a
moummy. He unwrapped the mummy, and
in doing so he found & root, which most pro-
bably had been wrapped up for thousands of
years. The travelier planted the root and
it became a lovely flower. In like manner,
four or five bundred years ago, Protestant-
ism found a mummy called Popery, and in
its hand was found the root of truth. That
root was planted and it produced a flower;
the flower mulipiied, and - now flowers
breathing the fragrance of Sharon’s flowers
were blooming all the world over. It then
took £20 for a copy of the Bible, and £20
wos the amouat of a working man’s wages
for fifteen years. Now, although it took
fify-four men to perfect a Bible, yet they

'are sold at the insignificant sum of 10d.—
He bad often been struck at the manner in
which the hand of Providence was excried

|'in religious matters. Wickliffe was the first
English reformer, and to silence him he was

| sent to prison. That seemingly great cala-

| mity proved a grest blessing, for it gave
| him t'me (0 make a full trans'ation of the
Sixty yéars ago there was rot a
Bible Socity in existence ; now there were

{ Bible.

nive thousand. Sixty years ago the Bible
was only printed in thirty-six languages,
now it is translated into one hundred and
forty. All this was the work of Protestant-
ism, for he was not aware that the Roman
Catholic Church had made a soliiary trans-
‘ation of the Bible for the good ot the bu-
man race, from the time of the Reformation
to the present day.

Christianity.

Her exalted views of God and man ; her
barmonious system of doctrines, commended
to the mind, conscience, and heart of eelf-
witnessing truthfulness; her gentle spirit of
love and pity ; her heavenly purity ; her ali-
animating spirit of faith; above . li, her recon-
ciliation through a sacrificial atonement ; her
rational viewsjof truth and duty ; her strength
to the zoul in trial ; ber joy in sorrow ; her
light in the dark valley ; her lifted veil be-
yond the grave : these characteristics consti-
tute her so manifestly and incomparably su-
perior to all other systems that there can”be
no demand for a moment’s further delay in
comparijon.

As an angel of the love divine aiready on
triomphant wing, she sweeps the earth in
joy, exultant in her past,and caimly confi-
dent of ber future. She goes forth as the
morning on her mission of light, life, and
love to & world * 1n darkness, in the shadow
of death, bound in aflliction ucd iron,” testi
fying of her author that He is indeed * the
light of the world.”— Rev. Halsey Dunning.

l%tiigioua_ ﬁhﬁﬂigmté
Wesleyan Missionary Society.
AN!:'I;:I::‘::’.E)R'I.

Arxrica.—Cape of Good Hope District.
—The last letter received {rom the General
Superintendent contains the fcliowing ac-
cuunt of the state asd prospece of the work
in this district ;= :

“ The past has been a year of trial and
aflliction to some of the brethren in this
District, bat it has also been a year of much
spiritual blessing. A considerable number
of hopctol new members bave been added
to our Socicties, who wiil, we trust, be “ our
joy and our crown of rejoicing in the day
ol the Lord’ The net increase wouid bave
been considerable, had it not been for the
sericus falling oft which has occurred on
our stations in Great Namaqualand, owing
to the scattering of our people by the drought
and caitle sickness. Several ncw Chapels
have been recently built io the nei hbour-
hood cf the Cape, and two or three more
are required by the growing importance:of
the work, whilst our congregations continue
to increase.

“ Qur people bave displayed a nobie spirit
of Christian liberality, consideriog their cir<
cumstauces, by means of which we have
been enabled to carry out various locai ob-
jects in connection with the Great Mission-
ary enterprise without damage to our ordi-
o4ry income, whilst our Auxiliary Mission-
ary Society bas produced the sum of £691,
being ar. advance on the previcus year of
£130  On the whole, [ may safely say our
prospects were never so encouraging as they
are at present. May we soon receive a still
richer baptism of the Holy Spirit; the total
number of heathen or Mobammedans bap-
tised this year is not less than seventy.”

Soutt A¥RICA.—The Albany and Kaf-
fraria District.—The Ministers residing in
the Southern Section of this District met io
Graham’s Town,in November last, and found
abundant reason for gratitude in the general
condition of the Circuits brought under their
review

To ‘the Sierra Leone District the past
year has been one of severe sutfcring  The
exceliecnt wife of the late General Super-
intendent, and one of his junior colleagues,
were, after short periods of iliness, succes-
sively removed to their heavenly rest. Mr.
Bridgart embarked for England with a shat-
tered constitution, but sank before bis voyage
was completed. Mr. Wray was also com-
pelled to retarn bhome by severe personal
and family afiliction ; so that Mr. Champ-
pess was at one time the only European
Missionary remaining in the Colony, and he
too bad suffered so much from sickness as
to render his speedy return a matter of ne-
cessity. -The Supernumerary Minister, Mr.
Brown, the Native Ministers, and the Local
Preachers in their several Circuits, have ex-
erted themselves zealously to carry on the
work ; bat it i3 pot surprising that under
these deplorable circamstances no numerical
increase can be reported. The severity of
the epidemic yellow fever is stated to have
been almost unparalleled. Ail classes of
persons have saffered from its attacks ; and,
the list of victims includes the oldest Euro-
pean residents, together with the Colonial
Secretary and the Protestunt and the Romish
Bishops. In some districts measles and
small-pox have also proved extensively fatal,
and bave told upon the numbers in Society
and in the schools. The dilapidated condi-
tion of someof the Mission chapels has been
an additional disadvaotage ; two of them
baving been destroyed by tornadoes, and
others greatly needing repair. Some gleams
of light, however, appear through all thege
dark clouds. The two brethren sent to re-
inforce the Mission arrived safely in January
and coatinue in health, The second week
of January was very generally observed in
Frectown as a week of united prayer, the
mestings beinz held in the Government
school room ; and a remarkable spirit of
prayer bas for some months rested on that
Socitty, to which nearly two hundred mem-
bers have been added. A beautilul and
toucking proof of their gratefal remembrance
of a former pastor is found in the six fune-
ral sermons preached on the 29:h of January,
in the various chapels in Freetown, on cc-
casion of the decease of the Rev. Thomas
Dove, who left the colony more than four-
teen years since, after nine years of faithful
and successful labour. Temporary chapels
have been built at Kissy and Campbell
Street, without cost to the Society,to meet

the immediate wants of the people ; and an
earnest appeal is made to the committee to
agsist in rearing more durabie structures in
each place. Oa the whole, therefore, not-
withstanding heavy afflictions, the Commit-
tee feel that they may well be thankful and
hopeiul in regard to Sierra Leone.

At the Gambia, (00, the past year Las been
one of great sickness and slmost unprece-
dented mortality ; and during the rainy sea-
son many soffered severe privations, owing
to the scarcity of provisions ; so that both
the Societies and schools bave sustained a
loss. A heavy afiliction has befallen this
Miesion 1n the death of Mr, Cooper, who
departed in great peace to his endless rest in
the month of August. He bad often ex-
pressed a wish to die and be buried among
that people. “ Ii is glorious,” he would
say, “to fall on the field, doing your duty.”
And his Master granted him Lis heart’s de-
sire. The long list of worthies furnished
by the aunals of this Society does not sup-
ply an instance of more simple hearted de-
votion to our great work than that of the
bumble name of Richard Cooper, who had
no rest in his spirit until he reached Africa,
and literally counted not his life dear unto
bimself, so that he might finish his course
with joy. .

The brethren labouring in the Gold Coast
Disritct have been mercifully upheld in life;
bat severe afiliction has compelled the re-
turn of one after a few months’ residence,
while Messrs. West and Gurney, baving
completed their term of service, are expected
shortly to arrive in this country. Inuo less
than six instances the property of the Mis-
sion in this District has been destroyed by
fire, four Mission-houses and two chapels
baving been burned since January, 1859,
Political troubles, too, bave operated 1n one
place to the disadvantage of religion. At
Davkwab it has been found necessary to
call out the troops, and to take possession of
the chapel as quarters for the soldiers. This
for a time scattered the Society; but they
bave been re-collected, and the services and
schools resumed. Notwithstanding ali these
drawbacks and calamities the work goes cn.
In many places a spirit of hearing is observ-
able ; in others the people earnestly desire
the visits and even the residence of Mission-
aries.  Maay conversions have teken place ;
aid the toial number of beathen who bave
been baplized is no less than 127, while 238
are oo trial for membership.

Mr. Bernasko, aiter many difficaities and
dilays, has succeeded 1o cbtaining an in-
terview with the new King gf Dahomi in
his capital, and the result is most unsatisfac-
tory. Thke slave trade exists in sufficient
activity to make it, in the judgment of this
powerful barbarian Monarch, mcre profitable
than legitimatecommerce He therefore reso-
lutely refuses to listen to the Gospel himself,
or to allow his people to embrace it His
words convey an impressive lesson as to the
influence ot Missions on the heathen. * If
wy people be allowed to bear the word of
God, they will be changed and become
cowards, and will not serve the Fetish, nei-
ther will they go to war,”” For the preseut,
however, Mr. Bernasko coutinues bis labors
at Whydah unobstructed.

The last intelligence from Abbeokuta is
dated Japuary 4th, and is highly satisfactory.
On Christmas Day the chapel was crowded
to excess. The Annual Missionary Meet-
ing iollowed the next day. At the Watch.
night service the chapel was crowded. Many
penitents were there weeping and crying
aloud for mercy, and eight found peace which
passeth understanding. Could this place
be effectively and continuously occupied, the
best results might be anticipated.

The coatributions of the ANTIGUA Dis-
trict to the General Funds of the Society
amounted in 1856, to £413; in the last
year they reached to £1069. Showing an
increase in four years of £656. Sach a
steady advance is, as the Chairman justly
says, very gratilying ; and shows that by pa-
tient and steady effort the District will uiti-
mately be brought to sustain itself. Mr.
Parks adds, *“ We have entered on the la-
bours of another year, determined to spend
and to be spent for God and his service ; and
we confidently look for bis promised bles-
sing.” The St. Vincent's and Demerara
District contains eleven Circuits, in only one
of which any increase has taken place dur-
ing the year ; the nambers in all the rest be-
ing somewhat reduced. This circamstance
gave rise to many searchings of heart at the
District Meeting, and suitable resolutions
were adopted. Much hope is enteriained
that the next year will yield more gratifying
results.” A remarkable answer to prayer
was experienced daring the sittings of the
District Meeting, in tbe preserration of
fhe premiscs where they were assembled,
in Bridge Town, Barbadoes, from a most
extensive fire, which threatened their entire
destruction, but was stopped at aboat a hun-
dred yards from the chapel. Thic heavy af-
fliction will probably somewhat check the
good work of chapeland school extension, in
which’the Societies on that island bave late-
ly beet so zealously occupied, or at least ren-
der it necessary for them to seek further aid
from the Commuitee for the two chapels now
in progress. Two have been opened during
the year, each of which will accommodate
six buodred persons, while accommodation
for another six hundred is provided in sever-
al school-bousss recently erected.

‘Phe Normal Institation for Training
Teachers has been opened during the year
ander the care of Mr. Warder, formerly a
student in Westminster. Three pupils have
undergone the requisite examinations, and
obtained echolarships. A Commercial and
an Infant School have been opened in con-
nection with the lnstitation.

The condition of JAMAICA presents at least
one hopeful feature, in the steady and suc-
cessful efforts made to reduce the chapel
debts, and thus place the financial affairs of
the several Circuits in a more satisfactory
position. The numbers of Society do not
increase,

From Belize and Ruatan all the accounts
are favourable Mr. Fletcher is diligently
endeavoufing to acquire the Maya language,
spoken by the Indians in and about Corosal,
and by four thousand in Yucatan, for whose
soul no man cares.

The spiritual state of the Bakama District
is, on the whole encouraging. After sup-
plying all vacancies there remains a net in-
crease of 265 members. In the capital of
these islands it is proposed to ereet & new

to accommodate eight hundred hear-
ers; and the Legi bes most kindly
granted £1,000, payable in three years, in

aid of the Building Fand.

| The vew Government of Hayti, Mr. Bish-
[ op writes, looks with favour on our efforts,
{and is as liberal as we_can desire. The at-
tendance upon the means of grace, now that
tranquility is restored, is very encouraging.
Tte District Meeting earnestly requests that
if additional Missionaries cannot be sent,
they may at least be furnished with funds
for the employment of Scripture Readers
and Bible Hawkers, to assist in some degree
to meet the wants of the people, and seatter
broad cast the imperishable seed.

The Miseions in St Domingo have not
recovered from the confusion and difficulty
created by political changes.

IRELAND.—In transmitling the Annual
Schedule, the Gerieral Superintendent re-
marks, “ Upon the whole I think the Mis-
sions to be in as healthy and efficient a state
as they have been for some years past. One
of the most cheering cccurrences of the past
year has been the awakening and conversion
of so many of the children of the Day and
Sunday Schools, together with many others
once in the same schools. I visited one very
distant place, and met in the chapel upwards
of one hundred young people, who were
members of Society, and nearly all in the en-
joyment of the blessings of salvation The
field is large, the competition i great, the
opposition to the Kvangelical doctrine we
teach is strong, subtle and untiring. It still
but too traly keeps the multitades of the
people from listening to the word preached
or reading the sacred page ; but our comfort
is, it shall not last always,”

France.—The general tenor of the re
ports from Frauce is, that the work proceeds
steadily, but is greatly crippled by want of
labourers. :
SwitzerLAND.—The great event of the
year, in a religious point of view, bas been
the repeal of the persecuting law, which had
existed, in the Canton of Vaud, since the re-
volution of 1845, The Council of State
sirenuously endcavoured to maintain it, and
when foiled, tried to obtain an enactment
forbidding abso utely all kind of religious
services at night ; but the Grand Conseil
would not entertain this proposition, threw
out the bill, and has done away at once with
ail impediments of religious liberty We
may now without breaking any law, mee!
for public worship wherever we iike, distrib-
ute tracts, and we are free (o advertise open-
ly in the papers, the time and place of oar
religious services. We have commenced to
avail ourselves of this lib2rty,—we hope not
in vain.

Corsica.—Mr. Le Gresley writes, « Oar
present position here ie one of the greatest
inferest, not merely becauss we are the only
heralds of the Gospel in Coreica, but also
because by the blessing of od, we can
cause it to be borne into almost every part
of the world.”
Canapa. —The Missions of the Canadian
Conference, exclusive of the Missions to new
and partially settied districts, are thus clas-
sified. Among the Indians are 17 stations,
and 16 Missionaries. In the Territory of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and on Lake
Superior, 7 Stations and 7 Missionaries.
Among the French Canadians, 5 Stations,
and 4 Missivparies, and in the newly com-
menced Mission to British Columbia, and
Vancouver's Island, 7 Stations and 4 Mis-
sionaries
From the first Dr. Evans congregations in
Victoria bave been large, and lately larger
than ever. The Governor kindly lent a place
for worship on bis first arrival, and has since
laid the foundation of a new chureh, to be
erected on a site given by the Hudson’s Bay
Company. In other places public buildings
bave been kindly placed at the disposal of
the Missionaries for the purpose of worship ;
and in general, they bave encouragement to
hope for abundant success. Two addition-
al Missionaries are urgently and importun-
.‘G{Y requested.

he sixth Australasiann ‘Conference was
held at Melbourne, and closed its sittings on
the 3rd of February last. No official ac-
count of its proceedings bas yet come to
band ; but from a private source we learn
that “ the blessing of the Divine Head of
the Charch has resied on bis heritage in the
past year. 1o many parts of the Connexion,
both in the colonies and the foreign field,
the work of the Lord has been revived, and
the Church been edified and enlarged. The
pumber of members returned this year is
32,180, which is an increase in the colonies
ot 1835; and in the Mission Stations of
2,687 ; being a total increase of 4,042 —
Besides this there are 6897 persons on trial
for membership, being in the Colonies 1,758,
and in the Missions 5,139.” Among the most
noticeable features of the year is the move-
ment to benefit the emigrant Chinese, of
which the Missionary Committee in Sydney
write as follows : —

« The attention of your Committee has
been directed to the vast number of Chinese,
whio, attracted by the gold discoveries, bave
emigrated to New South Wales and Vie-
toria : they have felt it to be a call from the
Providence of God to endeavour to effect
their conversion to Christ, and consider that
the temporary sojourn of the Chinese  in
this Colony affords an opportunity of at-
tempting their evangelization, and of thus
preparing an agency for influencing their
fellow-countrymen to receive gladly the
messengers of the Croes. A Chinese youth,
who is a Christian, and ardently desircus to
benefit his countrymen, bas been employed
in Victoria.”

Arrangements are being made by the
Committee to employ an agent iz New
South Wales. A young Chinaman, of de-
cided piety and zeal, has been recommended
to them as likely to become a useful labour-

er.

Fui—The total rumber of those who
have renounced heathenism, and wish for
Christian instruction, is not less than 60,000,
and probably more. Tbe general condnet
of professing Christians-is such as to show
that they have not believed in vain, and
everything ises fair for the future
spread of Christianity, if onlg they can ob-
tain adequate imstruction. But many are
yet without Teachers 0;:&1, description ;
and many more very im taught b
those who themselves have need of mehing’.

The Rev. Dr. Hoole then read the Finan-
cial Statement :—

With gratitade to God the Committee an-
nounce that the Financial state of the So-
ciety at the close of the year 1859 was, on
the whole, satisfactory and encouraging.

commencement of new Statons; a larger
amoant than in previous years has been ex-
pended on some of the Missions in Europe
and the West Indies; the bome Expendi-
ture has also been charged with the. cost of
Missionaries returned and Missionaries pre-
pering for foreiga service ; occasioning alto-
gether an advance in expenditure of nine
thousand ore hondred and forty six pounds
thirteen shillings and scven-pence, bey ond
thas of the previous year.

Bat the Receipts of the Society bave aleo
increased. The subscriptions and donations
received at the Mission House are less than
those of the previous year, bat that deficien-
cy is more than met Ly larger receipts from
District Auxiliary Societies, from the Hiber-
pian Auxiliary, and from (ke Children’s
Christmas Offerings ; whilst in the item of
legacies there has been a large increase, by
the payment of the munificent bequests of
the late Mr. Pool, of Road, and Mrs. Seott,
of Bath, and others. There bas also been
an increase in the receipts from the Foreign
Auxiliaries.

The Receipts and Payments for the year
may therefore be thus stated :—

HOME RECEIPTS.

M ission House and Home ) .-c 5,0
Districts, - £78,246 14 7

Hibernian Missionary Socie-
ty (exclusive of £1,723
10s. 94. Christmas Offer-
ings,

Juvenile Christmas and New
Year's Offerings — Great
Britain and Ireland,

Legacies,

Coatributions for the Mission

to China,

Dividends,

In:erest on Centenary Grant,

4326 2 0

8,703 10 3
13,753 10 4

438 0 0
916 16" 7
450 0 0

“Total Home receipts, £106834 13 9
FOREIGN RECEIPTS.

Atliliated Conferences and |} .o -

Mission Districts, ) £89731 1 4
Colonial Grants for Schools, 8,439 10 10
£33,170 12 2

Total Receipts, [lome
and Foreign, £140,006 5 11
Donations ou Annuity to the amount of
£4,420 have also been received, but are not
reported as incoine, until, in the course of
titaa, they become available for the purposes
of the Society.
The payments of the Society for the year
1859 are as follows : —
General Expendiiure, £126,504 7 5
Being an advance of £9,-
146 132, 7d. on the pre-
vious year.
The Legacy of Thos. Pool,
Esq., of Road, specially re-
served for Expenditure on
the Missions in India and
China,
Special Contributivns reserv-
¢d for the China Mission,
Advances to Statious to be re-
paid (in part),

9,000 0
438 0 0
4062 18 6

£140,005 5 11

The Details of 1be contributions to the
Funds of the Society reccived during the
year 1859, from the several Auxiliary sod
Branch Societies, at home and abroad, and
of the Income arising from other and mis-
cellaneous sources were then given.

The total ordinary re- =
iane at Home” } £91,276 61 0
The total receipts from on mal ' .

For'n Auxiliaries, &c. }t £23.781° 1
The toial Miscellaneous ) ., .

ot £14,997 17 9

Making, as before stated, a total Amount
of Regular and Miscellancous Receipts from
all sources, of Oane Hundred aaod Forty
Thousand and Five Pounds Five Shillings
and Eleven Pence

In the amount of Iocome, Ordinary and
Extraordinary, for the year 1859, are in-
cluded many distinguished instances of Chris-
tian liberality to the amount of £50 each,
and upwarda, which are gratefully acknow-
ledged, and placed before the Society in a
connected view.

In this list we observe the names of J. T.
Thomas, and family, Halifax, N. S., £100;
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Starr, £75; J. H.
Anderson, £50,

Protestantism in France.
France contains a population of about
thirty-six millions of souls, of whom up-
wards of thirty-four milions probably are
connected with the Church of Rome. The
remainder are chiefly Protestants ; bat
among these are many who live in irreli-
gion and worldly conformity, or who have
embraced ratiopalistic and other errors.—
Tbe French Protestants are generally either
Lutherans or members of the Reformed or
Calvinistic Church, The former have about
250 recognized Minisiers, and the latter
550, or 800 ip all. To these we may per-
baps add 200 Evangelists and lay agents,
making a total of 1,000 persons engaged in
ministerial labours in the two churches.—
They together have 1,450 places of worship,
and 1,750 schools. Many of the Pastors
are carnest and devoted men, who labour
incessantly for the good of souls and the
glory of God. Ia this respect a great
change bas been wrought within the last
thirty years, when apatky and error seem-
ed to claim the grcat majority of both Pas-
tors and people. There is a remarkable
geographical distribation oi the two com-
munities.  Both are strong in Paris, but the
rest of the Lutherans are almost confined to
the romantic districts in the north-east cor-
ner of the country, the ancient Aisatis and
its vicinity, on the borders of Germany.—
Here, where the language of Luther is still
that of the people, great numbers of the inhab-
itants profess the Protestant faith, and among
them not a few adorn the profession which
they make. With regard to the Reformed
Church, ds it is termed, and which is Pres-
byterian in its constitution, its adberents are
much more widely disseminated. They
abound in the old provinces of Poitou and
Saintonge, and in the departments to the
right and left of the Rboue from Lyons to
Marseilles The centrul districts are s
blank, and few indeed are to be
in Brittany ard some otber portions
country. But still it is a delightfal
that ages of oppression acd insuls fail-
irpate them from the broad plains

to
the West, and from the wild hills and




