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FATEER TOM BURKE.

A Pew Remintecences of the Great
Irish Dominiean.

The personality of few preachers has
been -so pervading and so lasting as
that of Father Tom Burke, the great
Irish Dominican. A Father Burke
story is bound to be interesting. An
ever-fresh charm clings about the de-
tails of his life, He is forever cropping |
out in ‘' reminiscenes.,”” The Rosary
Press (Somerset, O.) has recently pub-
lished a very entertaining biography of
him, and in the current Columbiad, the |
organ of the Knights of Columbas, there
appears a red dable artiele containing
some new reminders of his wit and wis-
dom.

I'he writer goes back to the childhood
of the famous Dominican and tells of
one of his boyish pranks for which he |
received meet punishment.,  His mot her
took him into an inner room, and, lock-
ing the door, knelt down and r¢ Hn ated

Lord,

the prayer — * Direct, O our
actions,”’ ete., after which she admin- |
istered a sound thrashing. In after

years Father Burkesaid : ** When I saw
my mother enter the room, make the |
sign of the cross, and solemnly invoke |
the Holy Ghost to direct her, 1 knew |
I could expect no mercy. I never got
such a beating as that one directed by
the Holy Spirit, and 1 have never for
gotton it."”

1t was not until 1859, four years after
his ordination, that he delivered the
sermon which made him famous. The
occasion was theopeningof a new organ
at St. Mary's, Sandymount. A popu-
lar Dominican was asked to occupy the
pulpit, but at the last moment was un-
able to attend, much to the disappoint-
ment of the parish priest. e had pro-
mised, however, to provide a substi-
tute, and the app inted Sunday
morning a tall, unattraetive young man
appeared with a singularly vacant and
stupid expression  of
which the preacher a ssumed through a
spirit  of  waggery. The
clergy were horified, but nothing could
be done. The preacher ascended the
pulpit, his manner and countenance

on

countenance,

assembled

changed, the clergy were lost in sur
prise. A sermon was delivered on the

conneetion between art and the genius
of the Catholic Chureh, the of
which ran like wildfire and attracted
attention even in France.

Father Burke was a greal actor, in
the best He delivered a
sories of Lenten sermons in Rome, and
the chureh was half filled at every one
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a pillar of the Chureh,”  he said

¢ You want to make me only a grinning

gargoyle.”

His popularity as a preacher was s
great that, as an Irish cab-driver ex
pressed it “when  Father  Ton
pl‘(-:n'lu-d, gure the church was ful

within and without."”
A ludierous incident oceurred at Kil

larney Cathedreal in the pre O
Lord Kenmare and all the 1o magy
nates. Father Burke was prea r fo
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the reply; ‘‘ he has known my interior |
sp

for years. Besides there is an axiom in
theology, ** Ecclesia non judicate de in-
ternis !" "’

It must not be supposed, concludes
the writer in the Columbiad, that
Father Burke’s merits as a preacher
were overlooked by his superiors,
though he lived and died asimple friar.
Bishopries and Archbishopries were
offered to him in vain., It was his am-
bition to be a preacher and nothing
olse. He refused to have his name put
forward for the Bishopric of Galway,
his native town. When requested to
become coadjutor Archbishop of the
port of Spain, with jurisdiction over
the West Indian Islands, his reply was :
¢ I would prefer Irish stew to a Turkish
bath.” During the Vatican Couneil an
offort was made to persuade him to ac-
cept the coadjutor Arehbishopric  of
San  Franciseo, but in vain. That the |
celebrated preacher remained to the |
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| such vilege to leave it. These
mournful days, Brother Hilarion, the
blind organist, could scarcely be torn
away from the beloved instrument.  He:
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cities as New York and Brooklyn, 80| Your parishioners have learned with deep | dollars is the handsome amount subscribed by
different from that in which they moved | regred of your early departure from this | the Catholic congregation of Wallaceburg pac
parish, where, for the past twelve y¢ars you | ish, to enable the R-v, Father Brady to uild

many parents; the size of our parishes
a large portion of our laboring popula-

necessary, if our <'hild‘n are to be in-

ity.—American I lerald,
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well-filled purse in gold pieces and the follow-
ing address :

To the Very Rev. Dean Murray.
Rev. and Dear Father,

fast giving way to infidelity. The
iere in which children now move,
age, especially in such
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If a century or more ago—the ignor-

P and equip his beauliful new residence now
ce, indifference and bad example of

uearing completion. The Rov. Father, in mak-
ing his financial statement last Bunday At both
Musses, read the names of all subscribers to
new parochial fund $10.606 L0; paid up $5,374.50;

or entertainments and socials $1,077 5. This
s half yearly report. The copgregation re-
ceived & flattering wetimony of gratitude from
him in his prefatory remarks, which the great
majority of them richly deserve, some gener-
ous and encouraging parishioners sending
cheques for large amounts before being solic-

wd.
Wallaceburg News, Dec. 19,

nave labored so zealously for the welfare of
your flock. ' We canuol but eeriovsly deplore
your removal from the sceno of your labors Lo
10 another parish in the diocese ,bul we are
plensed to learn on your own account that the
change will be to, al least, & larger and betler
parish,

We feel deeply our loss, for we cannot but
remember the execmplary and faithful manper
in which you have discharged the sacred
duties of your priestly office, nor can we over
0ok, 8till less forget, the purity and eanctity
of your daily life, mor the gooc example you
have ever shown us, We would especially
note your administrative talent in reducing
the debt of the parigh and in the establishing
of the L, agne of the Racred Heart, the Cath-
olie Truth Society, and the 8t, Viocent de Paul
Sociely, and your generosity to the poor, your
zoal tor education, your care for the youth and
kindavss and urbanity to ell your congrega
tlon,

We sincercly hope that
who ever watches over and
will continue 10 bless and prospe:
new ephore of setion acd that

compared with the number of priests
minister to the spiritual necessities
the people ; the migratory nature of

m, and a variety of other causes,
ke an efficient Sunday school mnot
ly much to be desired, but absolutely

racted in a proper manner and not

o gy Every man has far more, not only more, but
semitted to swell the ranks of infidel- 4 v ; H

far more, grace given him than is enough to
save bim.—KFather Faber.

It is not history which teaches conscience to
be honest : il i8 the conscience which educuios
history. —Heori Frederic Amiel.
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