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'NOTES OF THE WEEK.

5
8T. PATRICK'S PARISH.— Long
years of custom made sacred by the
Joyelty and confidence of parishion-
ers of St. Patrick’s since its lound-
wtion, which' has been transinitted
¢ genera,tlon to an-
urged its worship-
the past month to cast
aces towards the pulpit each Sun-

: day ot High Mass while thein pastor
| ceupied it making the regular an-
s uncements of the  week, in the
that some explannt!on might
forthcoming ' regarding rumors
into circulation by the daily
s that changes were impending
the pastoral direction of the par-
i by, which the Order of St. Sul-
o that has given to our race,
m its ranks, spiritual guides of
rior attainments who have dis-
od a zeal and devetion to our
neople at, critical periods .in our his-
fory, with which but few of those
hose eyes fall upon these lines
we had time or the advantage to
familiarize themselves. It'is mnot
pur intention in this hurriedly’ writ-
4 introductory to a ‘statement
piade by the present pastor, Rev.
Callaghan, to enter into the de-
lils of what the ““True Witness *’
siders the debt of gratitude we

e to the Seminary of Montreal for
gentle, fatherly and wise admin-
tion of the spiritual and tem-
affairs of our central parish,

t task we will perform at a more
rtune moment, namely, when
r.hanges have taken practical ef-

In the meantime it is a source

one
has

for

>_ much, satisfaction to the * True’

ss’’ to now realize that the
litorial comment it made in con-
fetion with the Tumors, has been
tically endorsed by the Pastor
t. Patrick’s, as may be seen by
ollowing report of his remarks
de at High Mass on Sunday last,
er having announced the arri-
f the missionary Fathers, Fa-
Callaghan saidi— /¢
any rumors have been put into
alation recently concerning  our
ish which have 'occasioned = much
and uneasiness amongst the
hioners. Let me, say at the out~'
\that those rumors. should mot |Mr.
b you in pmmung by this'
season of the )nulon w’hich

', answerable for them,

_{an article from the MBoston

‘and that done by Ireland. And

St Patrick has always watched
over this parish and we who are en-
trusted with the duty of administer-
ing its affairs at present confidently
look to him to assist us in uphold-
ing the fair name and reputation
which it has so.long enjoyed that
of the, premier and banner parish of
the Irish race in this Dominion.
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Much favorable comment
was heard -
ongst the parishioners after

expressed am-

Massg at the timeliness and
appropriateness of the pas-

tor’s remarks.

IRISH CATHOLIC EMIGRANTS.
—In this issue we publish a letter in
which our correspondent deals pretty
severely with a section of the con-
temporaneous French press, and in
particular with ‘““Le Journal’’ of this
city. We may be mistaken, but it
seems to us that beneath the writ-
er’s arguments there is a slight un-
dercurrent of political bias; but, be

| this as it may, we are confident that

he has very good grounds for his
comments regarding the attitude of
the Irish Catholic element in the
United States. What copfirms us the
more in our accordance with our
correspondent is the fact that since
his letter reached us we have found
the very same stataments of ‘‘Le
Journal,”” regarding the falling a-
way from the Faith of Irish Catho-
lics in America, repeated in other
organs. For example, a subscriber
from- Sorel sends us a cll‘;;\plng from
“La Patrie,” whxch states that Mr,
J. L. K. Laflamme, of the Woon-
socket, R.I,, “Tribune,’”’ reproduces
; “Tran-
seript,”” which gives some very ror-
;lble comments of 1is Eminence Car-
dinal Gibbons on the Irish as a na-
‘tion of Apostles. By the scrap sent

us we cannot discover whether it is”

Mr, Laflamme’s paper or “La Patrie’’
that‘adds the subsequent comments.

But it matters little which paper is

they consist of
a forced contrast between the Cath-
olic missionary work done by France
it
loses with this = significant para-
5 million  ambelievers and
ional ‘apostates against five mil- ]

mmﬁiﬁ\tbo contly. Other-
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tistics give us information
eloguent.”’

If this means anything, it means
that reliable statistics prove that
three out of every four IrishCatho-
lics, who came to the United States,
renounced their Faith, At least this
is a very plain statement and can-
not be misunderstood. Such being
the case, we would ask the ** Tyi-
bune’’ of Woonsocket, or “‘La Pa-
trie,”” or “Le Journal’”’ of Montreal,
or any other organ—in Canada or
the United States—to be so kind as
to furnish us with the aforesaid sta-
tistics. We are not flying into a
passion, nor are we at all unreason-
able in our request. We make no de-
nial, no assertion. We simply say
that we cannot comceive it within
the range of possibility that fifteen
million Irish Catholics renounced
their faith in the United States, If
it can be proven to us that such is
the case, we are ready and able to
accept the truth, and while deeply
deploring the facts, we will honestly
acknowledge them. But if it cannot
be proven, by ‘official and unimpeach-
able data and statistics that these
statements are well founded in truth,
then we will know how to brand the
fabricators of such a stupendous
We give them the opportu-
nity of substantiating thelr asser-
tions. We want no quibbles,
hedging, no suppositions,
say reports; we want cold and exact
and authentic statistics. We want
the number of Irish Catholics entoer-
ed as immigrants in the United
States,—the years in which they emi-
grated fnml Ircland; the sections of
the coum.n from which they
the sections of America in
they established themselves; the de-
nominations to which they now be-
long; those of them who became P’ro-
testants, of any denomination; thosgs
whe renounced Catholicity and drifi-
ed into infidelity; the churches, other
than Catholic which they frequent;
the principal centres in which
apostates live. If, as' is claimod,
there exist statigtics so eloquently
cruel, or cruelly eloquent,
set forth all these facts.
ious to learn where these fifteen mil-
lion Irish apostates from Catholicity
are to be found. Mark well! We
make no denials; we simply want the
positive information, and that
must have, or else we will read some
people a lesson that they will not
forget when next they undertake to
publish estimates of peoples,
and races.

cruelly

slander.

no

no hear-

came;
which

these

they must
We are anx-

we

creeds

MR. DEVLIN A CANDIDATE. —
The cable announces that Mr,
Charles Devlin, Dominion Agent in
Dublin, has been tendered the no-
mination for Galway, Ireland. It ap-
pears that Mr. Devlin is willing to
accept the nomination of the Nation

alists which means that his election
is a foregone conclusion. This wil}
give another Canadian in the lunpe-
rial Parliament, although his
vices naturally lie in the first
stance for the bonef‘t of Ireland and
her needs. Canada is the most jro-
minent example of a country ron-
tented and loyal under Home Ruie,
and as Mr. Devlin is gifted with 1the
eloquence of his race, speaking as he
will with Canadian experience, not
only as a citizen of this country, lut
as a former member of the Dominion
Parliament he must. of necessity
prove a valuable auxiliary to 'H\(-,
Hon. Mr. Blake who has'already
done so much for the Irish cause and
brought Irish-Canadian talent ond
worth into such distinguished promi-
nence.

in-
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|THE NATIONAL FESTIVAL.

THE ANNUAL MHEETING of dele-
gates of the Irish societies of Mont-
real was held at St. Patrick’s Pres-
bytery on Monday evening last, to
make arrangements for the celebra-
tion of the National festival. The
meeting was presided over by the
Rev. Martin Callaghan, P.P., of St.
Patrick’'s, and the following socie-
ties were represented: St. Patrick’s
Society, by Mr. B, Connaughton
and Mr. T. J. O’Neill; St. Patrick’s
T. A. and B. Society, by Messrs. J.
J. Costigan and J. A, Blanchfield;
Yeoung Irishmen’s L. and B. Associ-
ation, by Messrs. J, P, Cunningham
and P. O'Flynn; Ancient Order
Hibernians, by Messrs. P. Keane and
Jas. McIver; St. Ann’s T. A, and
B, Society, by Ald. D, Gallery, M.
P.; St. Ann’s Young Men’s Soectety,
by Messrs. J. E, Merry and R. J.
Hart; St. Mary’s Young Men’s So-
clety, by Messrs. J. A. Heflernan
and T. J. Norton; St. 3 A
A. and B. Society, Jas.
Kane and C. O'Rourke;
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Before the meeting adjourned
Ald. B.
solution expres
that the Rev. Martin Callaghan, pre-
sent pastor of St, Patrick’s Church,
would, notwithstanding the Imped-
ing changes about to take place in
the pastoral direction of St. Pat-
rick’s Church, continue to hold that
high and honored office, The resolu-
tion was seconded by Mr. T, .J
O’Neill, and unanimously adopted

Rev., Father Callaghan
short reply during the course
which he said that he was glad
see the spirit of harmony which pre-
vailed their ranks and
them for the good wishes expressed
resolution.

eX-
Connaughton proposed a re-

sing the sincere hope

made g
of
to

in thanked

in the
Y. 2
of the
and Benefit Association just now are
busily engaged in making
tions for their annual celebration of
St. Patrick’s Day.
sociation will have its
place in the parade, larger
turn-out than heretofore is expeciad,
This being the one hundredth
niversary of the death of the Irish
patriot, “Robert Emmet,”’ it
sidered that no more approprinte e-
l(‘(-tio'n of a drama, for production
by the Dramatic Section on St. Pat-
rick’s night, could be made, than
the play dealing with incidents in
the life of that illustrious son of
Erin.. The cast selected for the pre-
sentation of the drama is a comper-
ent one in every way, and those con-
cerned are working assiduously to-
wards providing an entertainment
that will be a credit to themselves
and to the association they  repre-
sent. The role of ‘‘Robert Emmet'’
will be eu,ayed‘ by Mr. M. J. Power,
whose handling of it on former ovcu-
sions, justifies the expectation of an
intelligent interpretation in
tion wuh ming produtlon. All the
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Now that a year
tervened sice the death
ther Quinlivan we can, free from the
shock which its announcement had
caused when last we penned an ap-
preciation of his labors, bring to
our task, all brief, though it will
be  in this issue, a calmneds and

‘method which it was quite impossi-

ble t6 have done a year ago when
the flash of the cable announced the | °
fatal consequences of the surgical
operation to which he had then sub-
mitted. or m chu:wwvmarn that
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During his career
1892
ten years,

of pastor whieh

until 19032, g
many of which
spent in long intervals of the
most exeruciating pain, occasioned
by the constant development of the
disease which the ultimate
of death, faltered in
the performance of his duties.

The pastorship of St. Patrick’s in
itsell is a task of no ordinary char-
acter, envolving as it does the direc~
tion of a congregation located with~
in boundries that traverse more
than one-half of the city, and assos
ciated with - it by virtue ' of
being the first church - of our
race  in  Montreal, certain pat-'
ernal rights that cause  those 61
other creeds and  nationalities 4
look to it as the leader in mattor}
aflecting ~ Catholi¢s  speaking vthq‘
English language, and ‘in a par
cular manner, Irish Catholics. Whi
of the imimediate duties of pastol
the presbytery, in thé sanétuary,
the supervision of the admini;
tion of the institutions for. the
phan, and the poor, and neeay,

the.hours spent in giving . - couns

extended from

space of

were

was

cause he never




