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OUR PASTOR LAID TO REST CONTINUED !
venerable Olier, the founder of thatJ 
grand Order to which he belonged,! 
^nd of which he was such a model I 
ftUd noble member. Yes, it was giv-l 
en him to repose in the same vaults! 
that hold the ashes of every supe-l 
rior-general from the days of Olier! 
down to the last one that went to! 
his eternal reward, and there in the!

Ician Order in Paris to render him
self more proficient in the study of 
sacred lore. Failing health, hov^. 
ever, compelled him to return to 
Montreal not long afterwards, where 
he was ordained by His Groce Arch- 

'■bishop Fabre, in 1-878. He entered 
the Grand Seminary this time as 

I professor, where he spent one year
society of the good, the great, the* and became vicar of Notre Dame; 
gifted and the holy, to await the® 1880. In 1881 he became,'assistant 
trumpet call that will summon them®to Father Dowd, who found in him 

. --- —1 * a capable assistant in the financial
[administration of the affairs of the 
I parish.

Father Quinlivan is of that retir
ing disposition which is characters 
tic of the profound scholar. He is 

Ian earnest, zealous, patient and in
defatigable worker, but takes great 
care to be unostentatious in his en
ergy . He is affable in manner and 
kindly in disposition; and while his 
pulpit oratory is of the chaste and 
quietly eloquent order, it is marked 
by the earnestness and logicality 
which never fail to carry conviction 

[to the listeners.

(catholic High School.
Father Quiolivan’s great executive 

I talent is strikingly manifested in 
I the history of the administration of 
I the Church for a period longer than 
I the decade in which he occupied the

nil, one day, to the enjoyment of 
the full fruition of their lives of la^j 
tor and of sacrifice.

Before touching upon the details! 
0t a career that is so intimately in-j 
terwoven with the history of the 
Catholic Church in Canada, of the| 
Irish Catholic element in Montreal, 
and the progress and glory of the] 
great central Irish parish of our, 
city, we may be permitted to ad-| 
dress him in the words of a profane: 
poet of the last century 
■■Green be the turf above thee, 
Friend of my better days;
None knew thee but to love thee, 
None named thee but to praise.'

His Illness.
Rev. Father Quinlivan had beenl 

ailing from an affection of the fron-J 
tal sinus for sometime, and was! 
operated upon in New York two] 
years ago. As the trouble was not| 
cured a further operation was d< 
cided upon, and under doctor’s or-l 
ders he spent several months at hisl 
father’s home in Minnesota, to ga
ther strength for it. He returned] 
to the city in November, and as he| 
was no better left February 11 fori 
Paris, to consult the most eminent! 
surgeons there. According to letters! 
received at St. Patrick’s presbytery, 
he took up his residence at the Se-I 
nfinary of St. Sulpice, where he had] 
passed his novitiate, and underwent] 
two difficult and dangerous opera-1 
lions, at the hands of the eminent] 
specialist, Dr. Luc, to whom he had| 
been referred by two leading sur
geons—Drs. Beuckroy and Berger.

For a time he rallied, but hej 
could not gain strength and pass-j 
cd away, having received the last] 
Sacraments a few hours before.

His last days were days in which) 
his parishioners were very much in 
his thoughts according to letters 
which were received by the priests] 
of St. Patrick’s by the last mai’ 
from Paris. In one of the letters) 
he expresses the hope "That all is) 
going well in the parish.’
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Upon the Rev. John Quinlivan, S.j 

S., who for several years has been 
one of the "Soggarthe Aroon" of] 
St. Patrick’s, has fallen the honor, 
and at the same time the burden of] 
becoming the successor of the late, 
lamented Father Dowd, as principal] 
priest of the well-known Irish Cath
olic parish. The responsibility at-l 
tached to the dignity is no light) 
one, especially in view of the great 
administrative abilities for which! 
the late pastor rendered himself] 
conspicuous, not to speak of tin 
many accomplishments which he pos
sessed in so superlative a degree, 
and the half century of splendid 
cerdotal work which he so zealous] 
performed. But it may safely bel 
predicted that in Father Qfuinlivan,| 
the lately deceased pastor of th< 
leading Irish Church in Montreal 
^111 not be unworthily succeeded.)

| orn in Stratford, Ont., on _ _
I tember the 17th, 1846, Father Qui: 

Uvan is hardly yet in the prime 
ife. His father, as his patronym!) 

would indicate, was a native of 
Emerald Iele; his mother v 

cotch. He received his early edui 
tion in that part of Canada, and] 
made his classical studies in 
echo°I of the Basilian Fathers, To- 
wnto. Havihg graduated with hij 
honors there, he came to Mou... 
to study philosophy at the Semi 
*** 8t Sulpice. On completing 
«ourse there, he studied the sci. 
of 8cienc<*. theology, for a perils 
0f four years in the Grhnd Semin-] 
£7 °n Sherbrooke street, alt) 

mch he went to the principal 
Parian institutions of the

liquidate the debts of the contract-) 
ors of building.

Then followed the maturing of) 
the plans to put the school in oper-j 
ation, to make it the busy scene o 
the studies of hundreds of young) 
Irish boys, the preparation of thi 
curriculum, the appointment of pro-1 
lessors, and a score of other de-[ 

tails, all of which engaged his per
sonal attention. To the writer, wh- 
has some personal knowledge of the] 
facts, associated with the organiza
tion of the school, it seems, to-day,I 
almost incredible that he could] 

have achieved so much in such a few] 
years.

In every position associated with 
the pastorship of the parent Irisl 
Church of Montreal—and it may be) 
truly said the duties of the office] 
are numerous, responsible and diffi
cult, because they cover every 
phase of life, the spiritual, the do
mestic, the educational, the nation
al and the commercial—Father Quin
livan exhibited rare judgment, kind
ly forbearance, manly firmness, dig
nity of bearing, and saintlike hu-| 
mility, this every one who has had| 
even only a brief intercourse with 
him will, we have no hesitation 
saying, cheerfully concede.

All I had to do with it wasB 
I to bow to the will of my superiors,] 
to incline my shoulders and receive 
the heavy burden they have placed! 

[upon me. I can say with truth, and!
I hope without aiiy show of false! 

humility, that I feel myself altogo-l 
thcr unequal to such a task. Men inf 
every way my superiors could 

)cercly say as much.

You all knew Father Dowd to< 
well and valued him too highly not I 
to feel that our generation at leastj 
need never hope to see his like 
again. Father Dowd was a man who| 
was cast in a rare mould. He wi 
one of those few whom God sends at! 
rare intervals to fulfil some special! 
mission; for those who arc familiarl 
with the details of his long and re-f 
markable career cannot doubt that] 
he fulfilled a providential mission ii 
this city of Montreal, in this par
ish of.St. Patrick’s. You all know) 
with w^at fidelity he clung to this 
mission, and that neither the high
est ecclesiastical honors, nor the 
great and numberless difficulties 
that beset his path could either 
turn him or frighten him from the| 
course God had marked out for him. 
Through good report and—evil re-| 
port he was faithful to the end t< 
his beloved people of St. Patrick’s j 
Father Dowd combined in himscli
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his death, to have seen the fewness,| 
the primitiveness of the wants 
this man, who, if he had chosen n 
worldly career, ujight have sur 
rounded himself with everything) 
that the world could afford. Will 
the exception of an arm-chair, whirl 

gentleman of the parish gave him 
when he wins ill of the rheumatism, 
some years ago, I don’t think thc| 
effects of his room if sold at auc 
tion would realize ten dollars. \\c| 
have just reason to believe that thi: 
want of care of personal comfort I 
was the occasion of his death ; 
fact, since he came to Montreal, hi 
was never known to give to hi? 
health the attention that other 
would doom strictly necessary.

But it would be superfluous to en-1 
ter into further detail matters will ' 
which many of you arc more iTuni-j 
liar than I. One thing, however, l| 
would wish to notice, and it is thi? 
That comparatively few, cveil 
amongst his own people, seem t< 
resize how much they owe to Fa 
thcr Dowd. This often struck m. 
since I come to St. Patrick's, am 
since I came to know something off 
the history of the parish. Not onl\ 
the people of St. Patrick’s, but thi 
English-speaking Catholics of thi| 
entire city, and even elsewhere, ow<| 
the quiet enjoyment of their right? 
to his enlightened zeal. And now| 
that he is gone, would not grati
tude towards him seem to rcipiii 
that the memory of these thing?I
should not perish? There are fowl 
who know all the labor and anxiety) 
which the triumph of those princi 
pies cost Father Dowd. The rcmcm-l 
berancc of them would certainly] 
help to unite us as people, as mein-1 
bers of the some parish, of the somcf 
spiritual family; and let us admit] 
there is some need of this. The peo
ple of St. Patrick's, dispersed 
they are, over the territory of threij 
French parishes, require more than! 
an ordinary hand to hold them to-l 
gather. The older members of the] 
congregation, fathers and mothers, 
should make known those things til 
the younger ones, so that all might] 
know and appreciate what they owe!

a man and such a pastor. If I con
sider only myself, as I already re
marked, 1 certainly could not mus
ter the courage to undertake such a 
charge, but there are two things es
pecially that 1 count upon to boar 
mo up. First, the grace and aseist- 
.nce of God obtained for mo through 
your charitable prayers. And it is 
not lightly or to flatter you, that I 
'ay this. I have certainly the great
est confidence in the prayers of tho 
gotid people of St. Patrick’s. And 
why should I not? No doubt, as in * 
every flock there are a few black 
sheep, but it still remains true that 
the parishioners of St. Patrick’s 

e a people of faith, that they tru
ly fear God, and strive to servo 
Ilim. I therefore have tho fullest 
confidence in the efficacy of your 
prayers, and trust they will not fail 
me in the hour of need. What I 
count on, in the second place, is 
your charitable indulgence. You 
must bear well in mind that you no 
longer have Father Dowd. But God, 
who has called him from us to his 
reward, wishes that wo also should 
save our souls. Now God never wishes 
the end without wishing also the 

is. There are only means, in
struments, in his hands. He some
times chooses instruments that nro 

eat and noble, sometimes that 
e humble and lowly; but in cither 

case it is Ho who does the work. 
rI o Him alone lie the honor and glo
ry. 1 beg of you then, brethren, to 
bear with my many shortcomings, 
anil to pray our Heavenly Father 
that they may not. be an obstacle to 
the accomplishment of His work. 
With His grace and blessing I think 
you can always count on my good 
will.

Since I had the honor of coining 
amongst you I have always consi
dered it my duty to pray for you, 
and to remember you at the altar. 
This bond now becomes stronger 
than ever, and I shall ever deem it 
my glory, ns it is my duty to spend 
myself for your spiritual good. I 
trust, moreover, that, in your good 
will and lively faith, you will allow 
me the exercise of that liberty which 
my duty towards you requires—that
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pastorship, for during the lattci 
years of Father Dowd’s pastorate, 
Father Quinlivan was a prominent 
figure in undertakings, such as the 
erection of the presbytery, and in 
the management of the institutions 
in connection with the parish. When 
we reflect upon the magnitude 
the duties associated with the 
ministration of the Orphan Asylum, 
St. Bridget’s Home—leaving aside 
the important work of the services 
bf the Church, alone sufficient to oc
cupy the attention of a pastor—his 
intense enthusiasm may be imagined 
better than described, when in 1893, 
[in the St. Patrick's pulpit, he an
nounced the details of the project 
of the Catholic High School. Thi?

ork he had the satisfaction of be 
holding practically inaugurate* 
when the corner-stone was laid bj 
His Grace Archbishop Bruchési ir 
1Æ98. A year prior to that time 
and for a year, subsequent he gath 
ered together by appeals of variout 
inds to the generosity of men an* 

women whose names have already 
been published in the "True Wit 

through the zeal of his as 
sistont priests, and other sources 
the large sum of $40,000. With al 
the cares and anxieties of the par 
ish and its institutions he acconr 

Iplished this truly heroic task t<
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You are aware brethren that the] 
Superior of the Seminary has ap-j 
pointed a successor to the deeply] 
lamented father whom God has call
ed to his well-earned repose. It has] 
pleased His Grace the Archbishop ol 
Montreal to confirm this appoint-) 
ment, so that now, such as he is.] 
you have a pastor duly appointed 
and commissioned by lawful author
ity. It is not for me to appréciai 
the wisdom or unwisdom of thi 
choice. Neither my adrvice nor nr 
consent was asked for in the mat

two qualities which are rarely asso-J 
[dated in the same person, at least] 
to the same remarkable degree inj 
which they were found in him. These] 

| were his simplicity and docility onl 
the one hand, and his indomitable]

| courage on the other. In the fa<
! of plain duty, of the known will < 
those who had a right to commarn 

[him, Father Lowd was a child. His|
I obedience was unfaltering, unques 
tioning. But in battling for what 

I his great mind clearly saw to be his)
I rights, and especially the rights of| 
I his beloved people. Father Dowt 
] knew no fear. A whole parish,
I city, or even a province, might los 
I heart and quail before difficulty o 
! danger, but Father Dowd never.)
I Men who knew him well and long,]
I have said he was capable of govern- 
jing a nation, and I humbly believe 
jit was not saying too much. But 
I besides this greatness of mind 
■ heart there dwelt a simplicity that 
] was most edifying to all those whe 
I had the privilege of sharing his 
Imeetic life. His great soul was 
| solutely beyond such petty thii 
I as luzurÿ, selfishness, ostentation J 
| or even the innocent forms of 
worldly pleasure. It would havd 

I been a touching sermon to havd 
visited his room and wardrobe after]
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(to Father Dowd. Such things womld of speaking the truth to you on all 
recall to you, and in the manner occasions, even when it may be dis- 

I most calculated to touch you:
hearts, the wise counsels he so often 
gave you from this pulpit. I am 
sure you will all bear me out when 
I say that, as often as truth and 
his duty towards your souls re
quired it, Father Dowd never hesit
ated to speak) plainly, even at th> 
risk of temporarily displeasing you 
He was not a man to shirk his duty 
or to ask a favor. He loved his peo 
pie with the tenderness of a mo 
ther, and it was With this affection 
of a mother that he viewed even 
their faults. How often when some

them has he suddenly crushed all 
further discussion by warmly de
claring that the St. Patrick's con
gregation was the best, the noblest 
tho most generous-hearted in th< 
world.

You can easily understand, breth
ren, that it is not without some 
trepidation that I find myself sud
denly standing in the shoes of such

pleasing to your human nature. I 
would also ask you now, from the 
very start, never to expect anything 
from me which you know would be 
inconsistent with my duty as a 
priest, as your pastor. For your 
own sake, and of those committed 
to me, I should feel bound to re
fuse. In such matters a little fore
thought would save much unneces
sary pain both to you and me. Your 
Catholic instinct tells you very 
plainly what a priest ought to be 
and ought not to be—what he may 
do and may not do.—„ ----------- Never, then,

adverse criticism was passed upon I beg of you, knowingly put me im-
fhatvi U/vn L. „ ---- -1 J__1__ _____1___1 1 . L - 1

der the necessity of refusing you.
I had the honor of laboring under 

Father Dowd for a good many 
years, and of becoming familiar 
with the general lines on which he 
wished the parish to be conducted. 
Confidence in his great judgment 
and respect for your feelings (for I 
know you would feel hurt to see Fa- 

(Continued on Page Six.)


