THE RISE AND DECLINE OF NEO-COMMUNISM
(Continued from page 7)

country—so Lenin deelared (in his report on ‘‘Na&=

tional and Colonial Problems’’ before the Second
Congress of the Communist International) that

we must give up the scientific prejuidice that each comn-.

try must inevitably pass through capitalist exploitation.
In a time of mighty proletarian uprisings of a world-wide
scope the Soviet regime can be established in those coun-
tries where capitalismm has not vet developed

Further than Lenin goes Bucharin, who says:

From an examination 6f the process of a world re
volution, we may draw the following gereral conclusions:
The process of the world revolution begins in those coun-
tries where the state of development is lower and where
the proletarian victory is easier to get . The less capi
talistically developed a eountry is, which means the lower
its revolutionary development, the more quickly may the
revolutign be accomplished. (Hillquit, p. 97.)

Neither Lenin nor Bucharin are willing to admit
that they have deviated in any point from Marxism,
vet it is easy to see that their coaception of the
social revolution is precisely the reverse of the
Marxian.

The specific Russian condition not only enabled
but eompelled a minority to make a revolutfon by
means of an armed uprising ; but the Bolshevik lead-
ers did not see in this episode anything due to
specific Russian conditions, and they quickly decid-
ed, and it has become an article of communist faith
that ‘‘it is a minority which earries out the revola-
tion;’’ continuing, and ‘‘it might be fairly said that
every revolution is undertaken by the minority, the
majority only joining in during the course of the
revolution and deciding its victorious issue.”” The
writer of this ealls himself a Marxist; in fact, he
claims that he is the real upholder of Marxism, but
what he says is against the Jetter as well as the
spirit of Marxism. It is not Marxism, but Bako-
uninism.

As te the guestion of the necessity of an armed
uprising, there is no communist from Lemim down to
his American followers that has not insisted upen it.
Kamenev expressed the views of his comrades very
eorrectly in the following words:

The center of contemporary life is the ultimate division
of the whole capitalist society into two camps . . not only
in Russia, but in al] other countries . .-this is not enough
we know that these two camps come in conflict with arms
in their hands . . elvil war is the sign of our time . .
who ever wamts to . . explain to the worker . . his real
duties . . must start out with the recognmition that from
now on the proletariat and the bourgeoisie are in open
armed civil war. (Third International, p. 7.)

As you see, with Kamenev it is no more a ques-
tion of what should be; he knows that the civil war
is on, and that settles it. This was not only Kam-
enev’s view—the first eongress of the Communist
International has in its initial declaration this sen-
tenee :

The class struggle all over the world, in Europe and
America, has become an open civil war.

And the second eongress declared :

The period in which we are living is the period of the
direct civil war . . everywhere . . where there is a labor
movement of any significance, the workers are on the eve
of bitter battles with arms in their hands. (P. 64.)
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Their belief that the world revolution had al-
ready come was really phenomenal Zinoviev pre-
dicted at the first congress of the Comintern that ‘it
would perhaps take ome year, and we would al-
ready begin to forget that there was a fight in Eur-
ope for Soviet power, because during this year the
fight would be finished.’’ This belief, of eourse,
was not founded on sober examination of Enropean
conditions. Tt was a rationalization of a wish. ' The
leaders of Soviet Russia, who were (and are) also
the leaders of the Communist International, did not
forget that Marx hsd once said that the revolution
= mummnm,uwamwam.

)Ve'munumed in thefirst days of the revolution that

~ the Russian revolution’ would suceeed and free the iRus-

sian«people only on the coendition that it serves as & sig--
nal for the beginning of the revolution in all other ooun-
tries; but if capitalism continues to rule in Germany, and
jn New York the stock exchange will have the upper hand,
and British imperialism will retain its power, then we are
lgst

A world revolution was a life necessity for them,

and they sueceeded in eonvineing themselves that it

was ready to come.

But if the world revolution is ready to come, it
is simply foolish for any one to fight for reforms,
for momentary relief, and whoever does it is a
traitor to the working class. If the ‘class struggle
in Europe and Ameriea has become an open civil
war, what are needed are general headquarters and
an army and rifles. The communist movement was
organised, therefore, as one world-wide party, -with
no national autonomy, but with an iron military
discipline, as befitted an army, and the ‘‘interna-
tional’’ in Moscow became the general headquarters
of this army.

It is sometimes said that as long as we shall have
armies, we shall have wars. This may also be ap-
plied to the communists. They were originally or-
ganized as the revolutionary army, an army in the
usual sense of the word, an army that was to begin
and finish the social revolution in a short time—
within a year, Zinoviev believed. Within an army
in time of war there can, of ecourse, be no freedom
of discussion; soldiers must obey orders and not
argue. That is why the Communist International
inserted in its famous 21 points the clause that, if
any one does not agree with everything, he shall be
expelled ; that is also why a point was insterted
stating that the eommunist parties must have legal
and illegal organizations; that is why democracy
was banished from the party. Practical demoeracy,
which both Marx and Engels considered an ab-
solutely necessary eondition for the social revolution,
was disearded by the Belsheviki, who could not get
a majority in the Russian constituent convention;
in fact, demoecracy was declared an anathema, a
bourgeois prejudice for which the workers should
have no vse. This attitude had gone so far that a
leader of the American eommunist party told me
permhally that if danger should arisc and the demo-
cratie institutions of the United States be abolished.
he would not raise a single finger to defend them.
This also explains how it became possible for the
(German communists to entertain the thought that
they might, in allianee with German faseisti, work
for the overthrow of the German republic. This is
the old anarchistic impossibilist principle of ‘‘all or
nothing,”” a principle which Marx and Engels ab-
horred.

(To be concluded)

BRITISH ELECTIONS.
A Few Facts and Figures.

The numerieal strength of parties in the British
House of Commons on dissolution was: Conserva-

- tives 2568, Labour 193, Liberals 158, Others 5. At

the 1923 elections 538 Conservatives, 427 Labour and
457 Liberals contested 615 seats. Of these, 50 can-
didates were returned unopposed.

This - years nominations ‘showed 533 Conserva-
tives, 507 Labour eandidates and 340 Liberals. The
number of Conservative ecandidates has therefore
remained about the same, whereas the Labour Party
had up 80 eandidates more than last year and the
Liberal figure is about 100 down. The nwmber of
unopposed candidates this year is 32, of -which 9 are
Labour as against 3 in 1923.

‘In the last eleetions there were 265throc-eomer-
ed contests. In these 21§-minority. members ‘were

returned having obtained the relative but not the

absolute majority of-the votes. - This time the nmum-

ng,nnst certain well-known memblr *“ﬁ‘m
I’mty

Sinee the aggregate vote thm:yur ®13% h!gler
than last year, the Labour Party has ineressed its
votes by about 27%. This fends te prove that the
sweeping gain in Conservative votes was won ex-
clusively from the Liberals.

It is quite different with the question of seats
The table given below will best show how little the
distribution of seats eorresponds with the actual:
strength  of parties under the British eleetional
.\':\ len.
Labour Party Conservatives Liberals
% % % % % %
votes seats votes seats votes -seats
1922 SOt | ¥ G 39 56 209 19
1923 SN (|8 3 31 385 38 29.8 25
1924 34 27 46 66 18 §

Roughly speaking the Conservatives gained a
scat this time on an average of 20,000 votes, com-
parcd to a seat gained for Labour on about 35,000
and for the Liberals on 75,000.

Here follows a table showing the number of seats
won and votes recorded for labor party eandidates
in cach election from 1900 to 1924 ineclusive.

Year Seats. Votes.
1900 2 62,689
1906 N 29 323,195
1910 (Janugyy) ... ontn 40 505,690
1910 (December) ... . -~ 42 370,802
1918 2P U St 57 2,244,945
1922 il 3 i . 142 4,236,733
1923 iR 191 4,355,000
1924 i By | | 5,625,072
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