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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

THE DAIRY.

Rearing Dairy Calves.

#ditor ““l'he Farmer's Advocate’

From now until spring many calves will
arrive on dairy farms. As the future cow de
pends so largely on the present ceall, and how it
is reared, a few suggestions on this important
topic may be in order. '

In the first place, the cali should have heen
properly bred Where pure-bred dairy stock are
not kept it is necessary that calves to he reared
should be from a pure-bred sive, preferably . of
one of the dairy brecds. A calf, propesiy bhred,
has an advantageous start over one hred from a
common, or what is called ‘“'scrub’™ sire.

Practically all heifer calves dropped on  the
farm should be reared at the present time when
live stock is likely to be in great demand in the
near future, although we are afraid that some en
thusiasts are over-optimistic on this point, It
has been proved a number of times by figures
which are indisputable that there is a great
shortage of animals in practically all countries
which produce live stock, but the farmers have
not seen any great elect of this condition in
causing prices to advance If anvthing, live
stock has tended downward in price lately, while
feed of mnearly all kinds has soared upward, a
condition not favorable for farmers to increase
their herds in number. In spite of this unfavor-
able condition it would seem to lLe wisdom on
the part of dairy farmers to rear all the heifer
calves possible to renew and maintain their pres-
ent herds. On the average, p dairy herd needs
to be renewed about every five years. There are
always some cows which fail to bhreed, go wrong
in one or more quarters of the udder, or which
meet with some accident, so that the wise farmer
will tryv to have heifers of his own hreeding and
rearing coming on to take the place of cows no
loncer profitable. To buy cows of unknown
merit is always more or less unsatisfactory and
expensive,

I'here is some difference of op.nion as to the
length of time a calf should remain with its dam
Some favol removing  the calfi at once: others
leave the two together for a period of three davs,
while some allow the calfl to suck for three ‘lu
siX weehs, then wean, or sell the calf for veal
For the remainder of the lactation period the
cow 1s milked by hand. We do not think th:s
latter plan a good one from a dairyman’s view
point, as cows treated in this way are not like
Iy to develop into good milkers. If the calf is
to be reared for a  place in the dairy herd, it
would be better to remove it from the dam in
from one to three dayvs—the shorter time, if the
calf is strong and healthy and the cow all right
the longer time, if the calf is weak or the cow :
udder very much inflamed

\iter the call is removed, allow it 1 e Comge
a-s larmers say, rood and hungry hieoont al
tempting to feed at out ol the pail Fhere  ar
alf Teeders now on the market which arve elaine
to he an improvoment over fi tCulve (B
the pail Fhose we have tried il ot (KRR
Vel satistactory as they were too diftienlt to
clean One of the Fixpernment Station recent
reports favorably on these calf feede
'he young  calf should have its own din's
milk for a few daxs, when it mav he cha ged 1o
whole milk from the herd for one y Three we
amdl then be gradua changed to  warm, W ¢
skim-milk IT Ted skim-milk divect)ly fron i
Separator,  the toam  should 1w ey e i
1! canses indigestion
Iwo poin I be carefully horn nommind
Wy Fiv i aln 1 on il not 1
e toon b ool it th Jrantl clean
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removed, should be put in the it at an eap)
stage, but as soon as the calf will .t dry graiy
a small box of convenient height < .y)q kconta'n
a mixture of equal parts by weight of bran ar:g
ground oats, with a little oil meai, o groung
flax sced added. We have not fowund g "better
grain combination for calves than 1hao fm*egojng

Calves” stalls or pens should bLe kept dpy.
Wet * stalls  are very injurious to oung calvez'
Vet it is seldom we go into a stabile and find th(;
calf pen clean and dry. Extra care s needed in
order to keep the calves dry and thrifty, When
we consider that the treatment of the calf l‘arg&
iy determines the character of the future cow we
see how 1mportant it is to give the calf a g:o()d
start.

If calves can be kKept in a separate stajl or
stable, and away from the cows, <o much the
better. This arrangement causes the air of the
milking stable to be sweeter, and there ig less
fretting of cows and calves for each other, Calf

music is not the best kind to have in a staple
where there are cows milking.
Calves, like children, seem to do hest when

there are several in a family, therefore, it ig a
vood plan to allow them to run togethor between
meals, but at meal time and for a short time
after, it is considered by many that the calf
should bhe Kept separate from her playmates to
prevent  sucking. We have seen very elaborate
arrangements for this purpose, but somehow  or
other in the rush of iwork on the farm these
special pens, stanchions, etc., are frequently not
used, and the money spent on them fig prak‘tiCal—
Iv wasted.

Recarding the question of exercise lots, turn-
ing calves into orchards, paddocks, ete., my ex-
perience is that calves tend to go hack, itzu ap-
prarance at least, from the day they are turned

out. Theoretically calves should he turned out
during  the first summer to “"bask in the sun-
shin®,"" breathe the ‘“‘fresh, pure air of nature's
breezes.” ete., but it is doubtful if a dairy calf

should  he turned  out of doors for any great
length  of time, under six months of age. We
need to bear in mind that the ofispring of the
modern  dairy cow is more or less artificial—a
hot-house plant. if yvou like, and has to be cod-
dled and fussed with more or less until it gets a
faiir start in the world. After that, these arti-
ficial restrictions may be done away with to a
certain extent, bhut the yvoung dairy calf, like the
yYouno human noeds a lot of extra attention Iar g

1

time at least) but it should not bhe continued too
long

L.et each farmer dairvman try to raise as
many calves g5 possible, and the best calves that
reared, during the vear 1915, which
promises to he a good yvear for dairving, if we do

our part
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Cheese Factory or Creamery,
Which?

Flditon Fhe Farmer’'s Advocate'’
In reference to Prof. Dean's  letter in “The

s Vdvoceate’™ g changing creamery to
vish to make a few observations. Im
one  chivese factory  that I know they changed
from cheese 1o hutter. Before this the factory
was woig in debt every year, but now they are
paying ol some of their indebtedness each year.
But the circumstances were peculijar. Very few
of the patrons kept many cows and the few that
wWere kept were poor, and it cost too much to
colleet the small quantity of milk. In collecting

ream they don't o so often, and a team can
over a much larger tract of country collecting
cream than collecting milk., [ think that these

patrons by keeping better cows and more of them
td by feeding silage could, in a short time, have
ntotour tines as much milk. If each farmer
uld  Keep o all the good cows that his farm
would carry and feed them properly, [ think a

properiyv-conducted cheese factory is preferable to

creamery In the first place it costs 'less to
(v cheese than bhutter, The creamery gets
out three cents per pound for making the but-

Now, the milk required to make one pound

d  eenerally  make two pounds of
our cheese maker $1.115 per 100
cheese, so in  that way for
23 Ihs. of milk it costs about ¢-10 of a
reto manufacture into butter tiran into

about the calves ? We feed
for about a month, and then
chianee them onto separated milk and

nseed aeal for another month. teaching

t oat chop and bran, and then after

! whey and good pasture, o, if kept
I'rood hay, and they do ven well.

i i revders gayv that I!v'ifw[‘. calves intended
wa o should never be allow.o 1 to lay

chot I have tried two differen? hrands

of ealr ! A have ¢got hetter re s from
L ! d nieal If we have well-curod clover

! hoxX and

We hiave it ran through the eutting
Phe v hoiler and make beautiful hay
h the calves relish when the .re used
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