
Wood Ashes as a Fertilizer.
Editor “The Farmer's Advocate” :

Owing to thv. to he expected, shortage of pot­

ash from the stopping of the export from Ger­

many, which especially in the light, sandy and 

gravelly loams of this part of the Province of 

Quebec, and many other sections, is necessary for 

the growing of pot at oes and roots, the commer­

cial phosphate which we are accustomed to pur­

chase, will naturally, owing to the shortage, be 
very light in this chemical, perhaps reduced from 

8% and 10% to 1 % and 2T, or left out entirely. 

The question thus arises, what can we substitute 

for this product of the German mines ? 

stand that seaweed and wood ashes both have 

The latter is practically the

T under-

these. propert ies. 

only one available for our farms situated inland.

AS an old subscriber to 1 he best farmer paper of

the many I take, I would be greatly obliged if 

you would inform me, ami I think there would 

be hundreds of others interested also, as to the 

value and probable result of wood ashes applied 
to. the land for potatoes and other roots, 
would be glad also if you could give an estimate 
of what wood ashes should be worth to the 
farmer, per bushel, if he could procure them at 
his nearest village, and also how many bushels 
per acre should he broadcasted ?

Que.

1

C. W. BUCHANAN.

In our issue of Oct. 29th, 1914, Prof. ÿ. Har­
court, of the O.A.C., Guelph, had a very interest­
ing and valuable article <?n this subject. Recogniz­

ing the increased interest in this subject we re­
publish some of the statements made in that 
article. Good average wood ashes should con­
tain at least 6 per cent. of potash and 1.5 to 2 
per cent, phosphoric acid. They contain also 
considerable lime (carbonate of calcium and mag­
nesium) which is very beneficial to some soils. 
Supposing ashes contain' 6 per cent, potash and 
2 per cent. phosphoric acid they would be worth, 
at the usual price of these materials in other 
fertilizers, about $8.00 per ton, not allowing 
anything for the lime. But potash is now higher 
in price if procurable at all, and consequently the 
value placed on ashes will surely be greater. 
Ashes exposed to the weatirer and leached or 
partially leached are not so valuable. They may 
not contain more than 1.5 to 2 p t cent . potash. 
Reaching does not affect 1 he phosphoric acid and 
lime content . however. Wood ashes are of great­
est valut1 on legumes and on root aml corn crops. 
They are also valuable on muck or swamp soils 
because they increase the availability of nitrogen 
in the soil ' by hastening the decay of organic 
matter. They are valuable in correcting acidity 
in o sour soil; t he lime which t hex contain tends 
to render insoluble potash salts already in a clav. 
soil more available; and t lit1 lime and phosphoric 
quid supplies light soils with two materials
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is more or less powerless to overcome individual 
On the other hand, this is a time when it 

is not n question of the farmer’s profit alone but 
of supplying the needs of a starving world 
well, and it seems to me that 
economic questions can not lie ignored 
well afford to overlook some of them at the pres­
ent time in the interests of the Empire and Ini 

inanity.
Norfolk Co., Ont.

ly.

as
\\ Rile these

we can

l\ E. ANGLE.

removed, should he put in tire mill at an earl 
stag»', but as soon ns the calf will at ,|ry 
a small box of convenient height should conta'6 
a mixture of equal parts by weight of i,ran ln 

ground oats, with a little oil meal. or gr0Unrt 

llax seed added. We have not found a 'bette 
calves will KP,in combination for calves than the foregoing! 

\s the future cow de- ^'Valves' stalls or pens should be kept dry 

calf, and how U "H ' st lls are very injurious to young calves’ 
on tliis important W it seldom we go into a stable and find the 

calf pen clean and dry. Extra care is needed in 

order to keep the calves dry and thrifty. When 
we consider that the treatment of the calf ]ar£r„ 
ly determines the character of the future cow we 

see how important it is to give the calf a good 
start.

THE DAIRY.
andRearing Dairy Calves.

Editor “The Farmer’s Advocate” ;

From now until spring many 
arrive on dairy farms, 
pends so largely on the present 
is reared, a few suggestions 
topic may lie in order.

In the first place, the calf should have been 

properly bred, 
not kept it is necessary that calves to lie reared 

should lie from 
one of t he dairy breeds, 
lias an advantageous start over one bred from a 
common, or what is called “scrub” sire.

Practically all heifer calves dropped on the 
farm _should be reared at the presi nt time when 
live sTock is likely to be in great demand in the 

near future, although we are afraid that some en­
thusiasts are over-optimistic on this point. 
has been proved a number or t inns by figures 
which are indisputable that there is a great 
shortage of animals in practically all countries 
which produce live stock, but the farmers have 
not seen any great e.Tect of this condition in 
causing prices to advance, 
stock has tended downward in price lately, while 
feed of nearly all kinds has soared upward, a 
condition not favorable for farmers to increase

In spite of this unfavor- 
seeni to be wisdom on

Where pure-bred dairy slock are

a pure-bred sire, preferably of 
A calf, properly bred,

If calves can be kept in a separate stall or 
stable, and away from the cows, 
bet ter.

much the
1 his arrangement causes the air of the 

milking stable to be sweeter, and i here is less 
fretting of cows and calves for each other. Calf 
music is not the best kind to have in a stable 
where there are cows milking.

Calves, like children, seem to do best when 
there are several in a family, therefore, it js a 
good plan to allow them to run together between 
meals, but at meal time and for a short time 
after, it is considered by
should be kept separate from her playmates to 
prevent sucking, 
arrangements for this purpose, but somehow or 
other in the rush of work

It

many that the calf

If anything, live We have seen very elaborate

on the farm these 
special pens, stanchions, etc., are frequently not 
used, and the money spent on them k practical­
ly wasted.

Regarding the question of exercise lots, turn­
ing calves into orchards, paddocks, etc., 
perience is that calves tend to go back, in ap­
pearance at least, from the day they are turned 
out.

their herds in number, 
able condition it would 
the part of dairy farmers to rear all the heifer 
calxes possible to renew anil maintain their pres­
ent herds.
to be renewed about every five years, 
always some cows which fail to breed, go wrong 
in one or more quarters of tlie udder, or which 
meet with some accident, so that tlie wise farmer 
will try to have heifers of his own breeding and 
rearing coming on to take the place of cows no 
longer profitable, 
merit is always more or less unsatisfactory and 
expensixv.

my ex-On the average, a dairy herd needs
There are

Theoretically calves should be turned out 
during the first summer to ' bask in the sun- 
s'lmV breathe the “fresh, pure air of nature’s 
breezes.” etc., but it is doubtful if a dairy calf 
should be turned out of doors for any great 
length of time, under six months of 
need to bear in mifid that the offspring of the 
modern dairy cow is 
lint-house plant . if y ou like, and has to he cod­
dled and fussed xxith more or less until it gets a 
fair start in tin1 world.

To buy cows of unknown
age. We

more or less artificial—aThere is some difference of opinion as to the 
length of time a calf should remain with its dam. 
Some favor removing the calf at once; others 
leave the two together for a period of three days, 
while some allow the call to suck for three 
six weeks, then wean, or sell the calf for veal. 
For the remainder of the 
cow is milked by hand, 
latter plan a good one from a dairy man’s view­
point, as cows treated in this way are not like­
ly to develop into good milkers, 
to be reared for a

After that, these arti­
ficial restrictions may be done away xxdth to a 
certain extent, but the young dairy calf, like the 
y out) g human n eds a lot of extra* attention a 
time at least, but it should not be continued too 
long.

to

lactation period the 
We do not think Ibis

Ret each fanner dairyman try to raise as 
many calxes as possible, and the lies! calves that 
oxer were
promises to be a good year for dairy ing, if we do 
our part 

O. A. U

If the calf is 
place in the dairy herd, it 

would lie better to remove it from the dam 
from one to three days—the shorter time, if the 
calf is strong and healthy and the cow all right, 
the longer time, if the calf is weak or the cow's 
udder very much inflamed.

reared, during the year 1915, which

in

H. II. DEAN.

Cheese Factory or Creamery, 
Which?

After thr1 call is removed, alloxx- it t 
as farmers

become.
say, good and hungry ' 

tempting to Red il out of the pail, 
calf feeders now on the market

1 tv. ore 
There 

which arv c la lined

at
Cditor 'Hie Farmer’s Advocate” :

ln relercnce to I’rof. Dean’s letter in ' The 
I a rmer's \dx ocat e”

are

to be an improx 
the pail.
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One of the Experiment Station 
reports favorably on these calf-feed

ment
Those we ha \ v tried

from changing creamery to 
rhecsvry , 1 wish to make a few observations. Id 

that I know they changed 
Before this the factory 

was going in debt every year, but now they are 
pay ing oil some of their indebtedness each year. 
But the circumstances were peculiar. Very few 
of tin1 patrons kept 
were kept xvere poor, and it cost too much to 
Collect the small quantity of milk. In collecting 
créa m

re
prox e

satisfactory as t hexvery
clean.

to cheese factory 
from cheese to hut ter.recently

ITS.
The young calf should have its 

milk for
own dam's

a few days, when it may be changed to 
whole milk from th herd for one to three weeks many cows and the few that
and then be gradually changed 
skim-milk.

to warm, sweet 
from t lu- 

rei now! ,

If fed skim-milk direct lx- 
foa ni should beseparator, the 

this causes indigestion.
they don’t go so often, and a team can 

a much larger tract of country collecting 
cream than collecting milk.
Patrons by keeping better 
and by feeding silage could, in a short time, have

If each farmer 
keep all the good cows that his farm 

carry and feed them properly, I think a 
properly - conducted cheese factory is preferable to 
a Creamery.
make cheese than butter.
•1 ' ’ll t three cents per pound for making the but- 

Nov, the milk required to make one pound 
would generally make two pounds of 
We pay our cheese maker $1.”5 per 100

that way for 
( \ ery 2.1 lbs. of milk it costs about 9 10 of a 

manufacture into but ter tl»an into

a
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'Om whole milk for about a month, and then 
u va 111 m lly change them onto separated milk and 

sled linseed meal for another month. teaching
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t eat oat chop and bran, and 
teriRzed whey and good pasture, t if kept

well.
that - 
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. fill and good bay, and they do very
that heifer calves intended•eder say

mi!1 an: vows should never be alloxx 1 to lay 
1 have tried two different brands
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If we have well ete d clover 
h;i\ wr h.ivr it run through the cutting box and 
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