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be fair. This practical democracy is a good train-
ing for the future duties of citizersl.p, and tends
0 develop the socisl conscience and that sense
of ind vidual responsibility for collective action
which is 50 essential in any democratic commun.
ity. We find the geuncral behavior and morals
of our pupils relatively nigh. Healthy and in-
teresting natural surrounuings, absorption in
constructive work, and pienty ot good reading, in
addition t0 the democratic pragiice which I have
described, do much % remove temptition and
counteract bad intluences. Here, perhaps, you
have & clue as o how the school is mantained
financially. Compare, if you will, the industrial
elliciency and saviogs of a young man of twenty-
tive, thoroughly trained in our .chools and en-

ted in his b , with
those of & young man of the same age who, alter
& swallering of the rudiments, is unfortunate
enough o get intellectue'ly stranded and to fall
in with bad compeny, whereby his daily work
becomes drudgery and he goes to the nearest
town 0 spend his small earnings on tobacco,

Buying Stockers and Feeders
C. A. Whetham, Wentworth Co., Ont,

It is & common practice for larmers to buy
young steers with tae object of feeding them .
market. The steers are procured generally at this
tiwe of the year, fed through most ol the winter
months and put on the market in the spring or
early summer. The practice is & much more diffi-
cult undertaking now thau it was ten or more
years ago, since dairying is now receiving more
attention and more cattle of the dairy type are
bred than in former times when the majority of
cows kept were either Shorthorns or Bhorthorn
grades.

When one goes out to buy stockers or feeders,
all animals bought should be of the beef type.
Dairy-bred steers never give good returns for the
food conswned and seldom if ever pay expenses.
The factors in determining the profita from this
work are the skill of the purchaser in selecting ani-
mals that will make good feeders and then buying
them at a proper price, The skill lies generally
in being able to estimate the possibilities of im-

alcohol, and cheap Doesu’t
it pay to get the young uumu well started on
the right road?”

1 had to vonfess that I did begin to understand ;
and us the hour was letting late I very reluctantly
bade the principal good-bye, wondering all the
while bow long it would be betore our country
sehools were like theirs,

—
Weaning the Foal

There is no wore eritical period in the growth
of & young horse than the time of weaning. It 1s
o uncommon sight at this season of the year to
see foa's which have been weaned that have fullen
off in tlesh very much and are poor, dejected, mis-
erable looking little creatures that have lost more
during the first few weeks of weaning than the
best possible care during the winter can restore,
In fact it is doubtful if they can ever be made
Quite as good as though they had not been sub-
jected to such treatment,

If we would consider a little we could easily
see how a young animal that has subsisted up to
weaning time largely on ite dam'’s milk (the most
nourishing and easily digested food in the world)
will, if suddenly deprived of nature’s nourishment
and thrown on solid food for sustenance, fall off
in condition very quickly. The change has been
too suddenly made, the digestive organs have not
become inured to solids and even though a plen-
tiful supply of food is provided the young crea-
ture will not do very well.

A foal should be trained to eat hay and grain
while still nursing the dam. In cases where the
mare is working this is usually the case, the little
fellow soon learns to eat at his mother’s oat box.
In this way the stomach becomes gradually
inured to the digestion of solids, and when
he is deprived of his milk surply he will do much
better on the solid food than if the change had
been too suddenly made. A foal should have the
best possible care as soon us weaned, an abun-
dant supply of pasture, or if that is not practi-
cable, plerty of well cured clover hay with a
ration of yrain or meal at least twice daily. A
foal weaned in this way will not fall off in flesh
but will come through the winter in good condi-
tion and go out to pasture in the spring a well
grown yearling ready f*~r another summer’s
growth.

It is a great pity that so many foals come

through the first winter in such poor shape, that

it takes all of their second summer to attain the
growth they should have had as yearlings. Exer-
cise should also be provided when in winter-
quarters. A box stall with a yard adjoining in which
he can run at pleasure is probably the best means
of getting exercise, Where this is not eonvenient

in the animals selected. To do this
wh.h any degree of certainty, calls for a practical
knowledge of the conduct of animals in the feed
lot.
THE BEST PEEDERS
The best feeding steers are comparatively wide,
round, and deep ribbed. The steer that stands
high from the ground, light in the flanks and shal-
low in the heart-girth rarely makes a good feeder.
In type the form of the store steer should fill out
a parallelogram. He should be broad and deep
both in front as well as in the hind-quarters. As
much width as possible is desirable if it is not
with hy over the shoul or
hips. It is not to be expected, however, that the
store bullock should be as level and smooth in
form as the finished animal ready for the block.
It is desirable that the steers bought be of best
quality. Animals of quality usually fatten more
quickly than those that are rough and coarse,
though if they are

ing a quiet temperament, Quietness and laziness
are characteristic of the good feeder. The horn
should be of fine texture. The neck should be
siort and full and should blend evenly and
smoothly into the shoulder. The shouider blade
should fit closely to the body. The chest should
Ye full, deep and wide; the brisket light but pro-
minent enough to fill out the squareness of the
frame to the proper degree. The ribs should be
long and hooked so that the animal riay have a
large heart-girth showing abundance of heart and
lung room, as well as ample room for the stomach
and other vital organs. The hind ribs, also,
should be comparatively long, bringing the plates
and flank almost on a level with the fore-part of
the body. The loin should be wide leaving the
ribs on & level and joining the hind quarier with
little departure from a straight line. The hind
quarters should be long and carry out the square-
ness of form waich should be characteristic of the
fore quarters of the ideal feeding steer.

If the type of steers described were always pro-
cured by farmers the fattening of animals for
both the home and foreign market would be a
more profitable branch of farming than it is.

Large Loads Save Time and Money

“For farm work it pays to use large, strong
horses that are able to haul heavy loads,” said
John Fixter, the manager of the MacDonald Col-
lege Farm, at Ste, Anne de Bellevue, Que., to &
representative of The Dairyman and Farming
World, who recently visited the college farm.
To illustrate his remarks, Mr, Fixter drew atter~
tion to a college team that was walking past haul-
Ing slightly over 11,000 1bs of potatoes that had
just been weighed on the college scales. This
team had hauled the load from the fields and
were able to handle it with ease.

“Many farmers,” said Mr. Fixter, “lose time

and money by using small wagon boxes and light

exceptionally vigor-
ous, they will some-
times make greater
gains  than those
having quality of too
much fineness and
delicavy. Quality in
the rteer means fine
bore, soft mellow
hide, and silky hair;
while such attri-
butes as a very
rough, heavy frame,
coarse joints, prom-
inent ragged hips
and rough, open
shoulders are the
most pronounced
evidences of defi
ciency in this fea-
ture.

When handling a
steer the condition
of the hide is one of
the most valuable
indieations that may
be observed, If the
skin is mellow and

A Oomblnnlm to Be Proud Of

ling and such
animal generally fatteus rapidly. If the hide is
heavy and stiff it indicates slower fattening qual-
ities. This feature of good handling cannot be
magnified too highly in judging all classes of
beef stock, for it not only reflects the thriftness of
the animal at the time but also foretells its future
progress.

A good feeder should have a broad, short head,
and a thick, wide, low-set body. The eye should
be large, somewhat prominent yet placid, indicat-

of & milk house like this one.

Fow
It Is bullt over an lml well, lro- ll.lol flows a constant stream of water. It
is an easy matter to properly cool an

care for milk under such ideal conditions.
horses. The result is that when teaming is being
done they have to make two and three trips where
a stronger team with a larger wagon would make
only one.” Near the college, some farmers were
hauling manure from the station. They were
hauling two and three loads that the college team,
the day before, had more than equalled in one.
The incident served to illustrate how greatly
needed are better roads and heavier horses in
many of our best farming centers.
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