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Paul, in his day, was summoned to the like trial.
In the midst of the saints at Corinth rivalries had
risen. Some were saying, ** 1 am of Paul, and |
of Apollos.” And how does Paul meet this?
Does he triumph in this day of the tempter, as
Moses had triumphed ? Yes, only with a different
weapon. With strong hand and fervent heart he
breaks every vessel to pieces, that He who fills all
vessels, and He only, might have all the praise.
“ Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos ? ” says he
~‘* neither is he that planteth anything, neither he
that watereth ; but God that giveth the increase.”
This was victory in a like evil hour, but only in a
different form, or with another weapon. But how
are we to contemplate John? On this occasion he
meets the same way of the tempter. His disciples
are envious of Jesus for his sake. But, like Moses
and Paul, he stands in the evil day, though some-
what in a different attitude. He cannot, with Paul,
break to pieces his companion vessel. He cannot
say, ** Who then is John, and who is Jesus ? "—as
Paul says, ** Who then is Paul, or who is Apollos?”
He could not deal with the name of Jesus as Paul
deals with the name of Apollos. But he breaks
one of these rival vessels, that is, himself, in pieces,
under the eyes of his fond disciples, and glorifies
Jesus, whom they were envying for his sake, with
glories beyond all their thought, and such as no
other vessel could hold. :

How perfect was all this! How beautiful a
witness is all this method of John in handling such
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