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tinental Railway and heavy outlays are about to be
incurred by construction work.
ELECTRIC RAILWAYS.

1505, there were 703 miles of elec-

On 30th June
Canada. The paid-up

tric railways completed 1n
capital was $01.033,321 The earnings ag-
gregated $0,357127 ind net carnings $3,438.031.
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The extent of raillways in proportion 10 popula-

tion stands as follows:

gr(»\\

Provine s, Population. Miles of
Ratway.
Oulario. . covece cssssesens o 3977 pe. 36.%0 p.o
Quebwe covnieiiann 30 52 p.c. l: Y pe.
Nova Scotin cave e 9 63 o
New Brunswick.... 1.44 p.c.
P.E. Ldand ... .. 1.06 p.c
Manitoba . cov coe v 12.0b pe
N. W. lerntories ., 11 22 pe.
British Columbia coiivennvas oon .90 pe

The comparative density of px pulation and ex-
tent of area 1t is spread over 15 ustrated by above
comparisons. In a few years these figures will b
changed by the Northwest having a larger per cen-
tage of the whole population and a correspx nding-
ly higher per centage of railway accommodation

Another interesting feature of the railway situa-
tion is the work being done towards a railway to
give access to the Yukon

Considesing that the population of Canada to-
day 15 only 3,700,000, 1t 15 remarkably how splendid
ly equipped in this Dominion with railway accom
modation

Canada is fairly entitled to hold the palm for

the extension throughout every section ol the Domin-
jon of transportation facilitics
THE ADVANTAGES OF RAILWAYS TO CANADA

involved in the maintenance and

of railway!

Cons'd r what 1
operation from 20,000 to 30,000 mile
The number of families supporte d, the careers open-
s electricians, and vouths and
talents, the attrach
afforded for the re-

ed to young engineer
young men of busimess n pro-
vided for settlers, the facilities
ception and distnbution of g ods, the accommoda-
tion given to travellers of all classes, and the stimu-
lus which such an enormous length of rarlway will
give to the production n Canada of steel rails. In
this latter aspect the development ol railways n
Canada has in it “the promise and the potency” of
such industrial activities as will contrbute very ma-
the enrichment of the

terially to and

Dominion

progress

THE STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY,

In 1005 the new insurance issued and revived
amounted to $30 200,507, an increase of $7,413,150.
The income was $2.720011 as $2,244.033
last year. The insurance in force was $74.440.388,
an incr ase of $14.201,504, and the admitted assets
$4.127048. a gain of $0069005; admitted surplus,

$605,317, an increase of $00,731

against

THE CHRONICLE.

THE CAUSES OF FIRE WASTE.
SEVERE INDICTMENT.

In the January issue of “Insurance Engincoring”
is a “Record of the year 1905" from a fire in-urance
standpo:int.

The chief causes of fires are declared to be 1-glect
and carelessness.  An article on “The Causes of the
Fire Waste” says:

With all the knowledge we have burned nto us
relative to the risks and causes of fire, what o we
do year in and out? We violate existing bhuilding
laws, we fail to improve bad building laws, e fail
to adopt proper building laws where none cxist;
we try to get along without proper public m¢ for
putting out fires and in many of the smaller places
the public protection (if there 1s any) amounts to
almost nothing; we fail to extend the fire linits in
growing cities and we fail to establish fir- luits
where there are none; we allow arson to go un-

punished : we neglect the common causes of fir uch

as accumulations of ashes and rubbish, defective
heating and lighting, the careless disposal of light-
ed cigars and matches, the storage and handling of
oils, etc

A conspicuous feature of the year's fire r

the long list of conflagrations in the smaller cities

rd 1s

and towns—a factor in the fire loss which cannot
be ignored in making provision against sw.ping
fires in future years, Wherever there is littl:
restriction on building construction sweeping fires
must be expected.

The largest single loss occurred in New Orleans
This fire destroyed a large freght

terminal consisting of warehouses, sheds and Lran

r no

on February.

elevators, as well as a number of dwellings, the total
loss amounting to about $3,500,000

There is no mystery about the heavy losses suffer-
ed by the smaller cities and towns. It 1s casy to
understand how fires sweep groups of buildings out
The buildings
and poorly constructed, fire alarm systems are ther

of existence in small places. low

lacking or are unreliable, and fire departments and
water supplies are most madequate.
The following are

TYPHICAL DEFECTS

that favour conflagrations:
Building Laws,

No fire limits,

No leglslation regarding fireproof buildings

Wooden roofs permitted

Height and unbroken floor area of commerciu build-
ings not restricted.

Hazard of vertical openings and unprotected w ndows

not recognized,

Narrow streeds permitted

Wooden awnings and superstructures permitted
Water Supply for Fire Purposes,

Menace of private ownership.

Lack of high pressure system

Inadeqnate water supply,

Pumping plant not in duplicate.




