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The Exchange and Flart,

Can be procured of all city basoksellers in Toronto, Hamilton and else-
where. Bubsoribers’ copies will be forwarded direct from the office,
where all who have any difficulty in procuring it elsewhere are invited to
apply. News agents oan procure their supplies from the Toronto News

ompany, Yonge Street. Toronto, .

SUBSCRIPTIONS, $1.50 PER ANNUM.
Sinere Corims, 5c.
Orrice—23 Adelaide Street East, Toronto.

N.B.—~Correspondence is cordially invited from all who have anything of
interest to con nunicate to any of our Dipartments. Contributions are also
iuvited, but are subject to the Editor’s supervision or refusal.

All communications should be addressed to the Editor as above.

The Exchange and Mart is a first-class family paper with a decided sport-
ing element. It is suited for the man of business, for the sportsman, for
the wife and mother, for the sons, for the daughters of a family. Men
and women of literary tastes will find all the information they need in
the * Library” and *The Critic,” The Sporteman will note all the
matter suited to his tastes in ** The Kennel ” and in * Sports and Pas-
times.” Men of mnechanical tastes should consult ** The Workshop,” while
men and women with domestic proclivities will find a fund of informafion
in “The Pﬂ"}nﬂl" and “The Garden.” * Woman's Work " ix, of
ocourse, sacred to- m willinclude sllnhkohnhl{ tointer.
est women of culti , and more especially those who, living not
only for thoxnul,vu..m-ghin various employments likely to benefit
their own sex or others. ere is a ** Waggery” column for the jokers,
a' Prize” column for good guessers or persevering workers, and last,
though not least, an * Exchange” department for those who have any
kind of article for sale or barter, or who wish to purchase more cheaply
than they could do in the stores.

SUBSCRIBE FOR

THE EXCHANGE AND MART,

$1.50 per Aunum ; Five Cents per single copy.
GUARANTEED CIRCULATION 2000 COPIES,
With expectations of an indefinite increase.

The Library.

THE FREE LIBRARY.

URING this present vear of grace,
the Free Library, so long desired and
liberally subscribed for by the citizens
of this city and suburbs is at last
established. It is a good sign when
the populace of any country clamour
for ):e intellectual privileges ; it isa
better one when the chmo;u' takes a
N\ tical turn, and results in an
“: & ’iP;:t‘.:itut.ion like the one lately estab-
: » lished in Toronto. In these days of
/ enlightenment and research, in a
country like Canada where free edu-
<)) cation is offered to all, and where the
children of our mechanics, and servant girls, frequentl, develos
into professional men and highly cultivated women, it is beyon
all things an essential that some means of ready reference,
some medium whereby the best works can be borrowed and
read without expense, should be attainable in our midst. And
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now, that these benefits are provided by our own enterprise, and
the ready liberality of the ratepayers of this city, let us briefly
review the advantages we gain, with their attendant disadvan.
tages, the result of our expenditure and the working of the
institution since its late opening, as shown by the manneyin
which it is patronised, and the correspondence in the daily press.

In the first place, then, as to our advantages, which inelude
the result of the city's outlay. Without being called upon to
expend a single dollar, all respectable persons of both sexes
have access to a fine building, well warmed and lighted, a large
and commodious reading-room, supplied with all the prineipal
magazines, journals, and newspapers from England, the United
Btutes, and the different provinces of our dominion, and to a large
collection of books from which they can select works to carry
home and read at their leisure. In this latter respect. the
residents of Toronto have an advantage over the residents of
London, England, since readers in the British Museum, and
other kindred institutions are not allowed, under any circum-
stances, to carry a book out of the reading-room. All this we
receive as a result of the large sum of money expended, aud the
indefatigable exertion of such men as Mr. John Hallam, Mr.
Bain, the Librarian, and others.

That the scheme is working well is proved by the very
large number of persons who take advantage of the benefits
offered. Still, we thiuk that certain improvements might be
made without entailing much expense, or any very grest
amount of additional labor,

The first point we notice is that the staff of attendants at the
main branch is quite inadequate to the demand. Large crowds
gather daily at the counter, and have to wait frequently for
half an hour or more, before the one, two, or three attendants
can get them the book they require. This will not do. Busi-
ness people have no struy hours to waste in their busy lives,
Respectable persons wanting employment are plentiful enough,
and a few should be engaged, so that persons wanting books
could be supplied at once,

The general demand for a classified catalogne has found
its way into the daily press, and the very natural desive of the
people should be gratified at once. A person wanting a good
work on Geology may be totally ignorant under what author's
name to look for such a book; besides which, the written catalogne
pasted up on boards with its three supplements is eonfusing
enough, anyway. An excellent way of meeting this difienlty
was suggested in one of the papers lust week, the correspondent
suggesting that a large number of paper-covered, cﬁuiﬁd
catalogues should be 1ssued and supplied to the public at ten cents
apiece, by which method they could study their catalogues at
home, and at their leisure ; valuable time wounld be saved to the
readers, and a good deal of tronble to the attendants.

We cannot help noticing, much to our dismay, that a very
very large proportion of the books alveady cutalogued are novels,
Now, vovels are good enough in their way, many quite unob-
jectionable for general purposes, but it must be quite evideut
to all, that if seventy or eighty per cent of the books issned are
novels, the intentions of the founders, and the use of the
institution, is nullified.

$50,000 was not laid ont by the citizens of Toronto in
order that girls aud boys should be supplied with dinde and
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