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The Streets of a Chinese City
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BY REV. J. L. STEWART, B A.

PAUSING through tl,. »tr”t* °f ; '7“'Citi! JS.Uen'ii »i* -ippi>>8 «*

boulevard» well «et with shady maples, sidewalk» bioad an marketed the little (lowered bands which form
Clean, neat iron or trim hedge femes, brand, green lawn, laid «^.n”. kJdmT Such creation, a. Isdi..' bonnet, are, 
not in tenni» court», flower bed», drive way», ,nlm“‘n ' unknown to Chinese women, who must content
terrace, lending up to some massive «tone n».*"- Or, ,f of course, unkno^l" culol. „ napkin, or go
they be business street», then we think of the rattle and Acr,„, th„ „tr“et i„, with no suggestion of reason,
clang of the cars, carriages, carts, tr“ck":a"‘°”ïb^.: th™S J „|,op, the lug shiny end. are arranged temptingly, for 
by scurrying bicycles, or sidewalks thronged y „ur,.|iawr may leave his order, for many a Chinaman
dressed people hurrying up and down or in and out of many P hay/ more satisfying thought, for the future
storied stores, through whose great window, aie displayed ^ h-ve t||(, c0„.,.in„s„ess that his collin was securely in
temptingly merchandise from many lands. s be(ore hu demiae. Then comes a rice

When one speaks of Oriental street scene» the image bj„, {.rimming full of the white, wholesome food of
up must be widely different. Here purely ■ im&mtai, £ theVd. And „„„ „ me,!,cine shop where you may purchase 
are rare or not at all. The city is roughly, far from rog X' . .100t» snake skins, deer horns or tigers
divided into blocks. Inside the squa.es are the stiaggling. * ' Jthis high up on blocks, men are punching
one-tori, d residences of officials and gentry, while on til *^of wPhich you may purchase for a
side, lining the streets are row. of shop, m which the trades- milhon.^mon^y ^ ,^uloo, ,onua„ ,0 your
people live, move and have their being. Qnce poverty stricken ancestors, or if you wish to provide

residential STREETS in CHKNTU. th‘in with a'few servants, a house, a boat or wives, you can
When occssionally yon do discover a semi-residential street the corner at

it i, to find what we would consider at home a blind alley fvwjJ, ^ ^ where
of possibly eight feet width. This may have a singe e o we counted gome sixty different varieties of nuts,

;/^'L^Zi^h^^^sZrno:.irdd: f.r »«l, every China,„,n smokes, though none chew the 

you have open ditches full of festering filth. Across this is weed.
» grey brick wall from fifteen 
to twenty five feet, excluding mm 
both pilfering and public gaze I 
Even the big shiny black wood- ■ 
en gates, with their glaring, g 
grinning gods, a 
tec ted hy walls 
dozen tailed dragons to ward 
off men and monsters. On the 
other side is possibly a mud 
wal’ which, broken down in 
spots by frequent rains, gives 
you a glimpse of some luxuriant, 
well tended vegetable garden 

whiff of wind cuts your

are further pro- 
fiescoed with

;
curiosity short.

A BUSINESS STREET.

The business streets have at 
least much more of variety. 
Here the single row of flags is 
bordered by stones laid sideways 
and frequently the whole street 
is flagged or has been. The 
ditches being covered the pas
sage wav seems wide, though 
they usually average from six to 
twelve feet, while our Great 
East Street seems spacious at 

.Such conveniences as

I

ENDIOOTT'8 ASSISTANT IN KIATINO, CHINA.MR. VAN. MR.

sidewalks are unthought of.
The shops extend to the roadside and[frequently overflow, for 
space is at a premium.

FURNITURE AND FURS.

,, . Close beside is a furniture shop, in which great cumbrous
' To call the mass of business stands stores would be to give re cl|air^ heavy, almost immovable, round tables, native

a false impression. The term shop is more true, for usually ^deboardt an(] couches with tiers of drawers below are all 
the stock in trade is made and sold in the same room. They .bled tug,ther, painted a shiny black. Nowhere does one 
are one storied, tile coveted structures with usually but two find attempt at the dainty cosy pieces which make our 
rooms. In the hack the women exist, while in front the men ha,)italions homes in Canada. Near here is a fur shop with 
work, trade, eat, sleep, smoke, gamble. These shops have 8kin# from Thibet, the far North or the Pacific, for the people 
neither doors nor windows. In the morning a long row of ft reciate furH only they, in their crudeness, turn the furs 
upright shutters is removed, leaving the whole front room j^de out to gPt the warmth, while we in our civilization 
open to the street. You simply step upon the curbstone tum jfc out thftt others may see how very pleasant it must be 
anywhere and are inside some shop. to wear. In China, like many other thing» that go contrary,

-------- men have much more variety in head-dress than the women.
Individual shops are found scattered about and whole blocks 
are given over to the cap industry. The most common kind

THE SHOPS OF CHKNTU.

To describe the varieties of these would he endless. There 
are tea shops where, as you pass, scores of men with chop-
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