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THANKSGIVING: THEN AND NOW. (rtrain* wrath, delivers from affliction, 
neimIn change* of lortune.

Though the Bible thus ignore* second 
raixe*. it does not deiy them. Many of 
them are incidentally referred to and 
figuratively' described. Yet am a rule it 
mwt l>e conceded that the Bible ignore* 
second cause* and ascrilic* tiling to (l<*l 
a.. Airthor and Source. And the Bible i* 
right ! For example, we have in con • 
mon speech personified the human hand. 
You «ay a man is a “good hand" at such 
and *u<h a tiring. But the hand » noth- 
mg if there is not a will and a mind back 
of it to direct it. It. the final analysis it 
i* not the hand that doe* anything, Init 
the living spirit back of and through the 
hand. Now, second muses and natural 
law* are Clod a han<k. Tliej would lie 
notIring if His will and Spirit were not 
in them. Natural law i* God's way of 
during thing*. Ia it universal? It should 
be. for he ia every wfiere. I* it unalter
able? It must need* lie, for he is without 
varia hie new. To stop with law and at
tribute succès* to it is a «qiecie* of refined 
idolatry. It is worship of a creature, not 
Creator.

Cbt Dominion Presbyterian
The story of the shepherd sheiks, the 

puitriarclw, has unfailing charm. AH have 
felt the fascination of five Scripture nar
rative. One characteristic of that truly 
simple life was the Imbit of considering 
God as the immediate author of prosperi
ty. If their flocks multiplied, it was God 
who had given increase. If there was pas
ture, it was God who had mused the 
grass to grow. If rain tilled the pit*, it 
was God who had given water. Each 
good was ascribe.! to God. They were 
correspondingly thankful and dependent.

Certain circumstances of patriarchal life 
were favorable to this habit. For ex
ample, in those early days and in local s 
ties where the necessities of tlieir held* 
led them, they were brought into contact 
with nature in its primeval form. Such 
contact is favorable to devotion The Am
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erican Indian, in solitude of forest, in 
sluulow of canyon or spray of cataract, 
was sensitive to the immanence of the 
Great Spirit. So the patriarch, as he 
pitched hie tent on primeval plain, under 
starry canopy, was filled with thoughts 
of God different only in that they were

Ottawa, Wednesday, Oct. 17, 1906.

A Thanksgiving Day with God left out 
is like an unlighted candle—an opportu
nity without a blewing.

Again, to change the figure. Secondmore distinct. He had no ghostly con
cept. Hia idea of Diet y was that of Fa- caU8eH are Got!'* ]wiyma*tvre. In a well-

regulated establishment a date is deigg- 
nated as pais lay. Employee stejw to 
cashier’* desk and receives his envelo|ie. 
I* there any confusion in his mind ?

Uier and Friend.
The migratory life also contributed to 

tlte spirit of dependence. Tlieee sheph
erd, relied ujion the spontaneous produc
tion of tlw earth. God must guide to pact 
ture and water. So inunalient was God 
to the partriarchal mind that it was as 
if God *iK>ke in very articulate word* 
and his communications were transmitted 
orally from generation to generation.

These were the oondit. ms which con
tributed to the grateful and trustful 
spirit of the patriarch. He cotisaU-red God 
as the direct Author of hie good. He was 
happily ignorant of second cause*. “It is 
God who hath done it. Praise his name!" 
wii* hie devout exclamation. In sacrifice 
and oblation he further showed his thank-

Thanksgiving has missed its place in 
our lives if we have not made another 
more cheerful to-day than he was yes- Doe* he not know that the 

from hie employer—t'liat the casluiw is 
only an intermediary ? So the far.ner 
sow* his seed. Through second |x>wer 

1 cause*, viz., germinaling power of the 
grain, fructifying power of «oil and 
he get* hie increase. He ought to know 
that it i* not by natural law*, hut God 
through them, that he gets bin harvest. 
The same is true in every line of ImsineHt 
and every human pursuit. Success comes in 
our oliedienoe to law. hut God is none the 
k**s the author of it. Tlte patriarchs 
weneright tiierefone when they traced 
‘ ‘mporal pmsjierity directly to God, 
thanked him as the author of their got*!, 
and exprewed their dc|>endenoe ujion him. 
What this age needs is a revival of the 
*|ririt of tthe patriarch*. Tlie current 
materialistic spirit needs to feel that God 
is near and is a rewunler. With this 
sense of the immanence of God a national 
Thanksgiving Day lia* use and advantage.

money coin vs

Rev. J. 0. Shearer, the General Sec
retary of the Lord’s Day Alliance, h is 
just returned to Toronto from 
months’ trip through the West, 
says the new Lord’s Day Act is popular 
out there, that the United States set
tlers appreciate the quiet 
Sabbath, and the wjy in which Cana 
dian law is enforced. They are espe 
daily pleased with 
Mounted Police. Mr. Shearer thinks 
so much of them himself that he would 
like to see them introduced into all the 

Apparently 
110 symptoms of the 

Americanizing t the Northwest.

He

Canadian

the Northwest

rural districts of Canada. 
Mr. Shearer f-»

Current life ia in violent contrast to 
patriarclial life. This is not an age of 
«parse population, leaving vast area* of 
solitude. The Shepherd's tent has given 
I dace to the permanent dwelling, tlie 
roving tribe to the settled community. 
Contact with primeval nature is rare. 
Again, in tlie settled life the equal and 
umveraal application of law is inure ap
parent. Success seems resultant u|ion 
obedience to law. Under them changed 
conditions the age is of realistic and self- 
reliant The patriarchal spirit of dejien- 
dence upon God, the liabit of tracing pros 
I lenity to him aa the Source, is in danger 
of being obliterated.

One of the «uprise* of the Bible is tlie 
deliberation with which it ignores second

A few weeks ago we noted the clos
ing of tlie Opera house in Malta, in 
whioli Rev. John McNeil, was holding 
evangelistic services, at the instance of 
the Roman Catholic bishop, who, in his 
correspondence with the Governor on 
the subject, adopted a tone most of
fensively dictitorial. Lord Elgin, the 
Colonial Secretary, as a result of the 
recent discussion in Parliament of *he 
Romisn demc is, has informed the 
governor of Malta that all religious de 
nominations must be treated with 
feet equality, and that no objection 
must be taken to the holding in public 
of tlie religious ceremonies of any de
nomination, provided they are not de
monstrations intended to give offence. 
While hoping that the people of Mai 
ta will recognize the principle of tolera
tion, he adds : If, however, disturbances 
should be caused by evil-disposed per
sons, they must, of course, be repres
sed, if necessary, by the whole power 
of the government, and the persons 
causing them dealt with in accordance 
with law.

A Buddhist writer in Pekin publish 
es a remarkable letter in a Pekin 
advocating the establishing of the 
“Jesus Religion" In China, so as to se
cure to that great Empire all the good 
there is in that religion.
Christian minister in

A Chinese 
San Francisco

publishes a letter in Shanghai ad rotat
ing that a Church of Christ tie estab
lished in China in which the Chinese 

It uniformly a»nbw «un», to Christian» would have full 
God as their immediate Author. “God

control. It
is a circumstance that indicates 
gress in China that a Buddhist, and 
a converted Chinese should advocate so
great a change.

created" is the initial declaration. No
allusion ia made to the primordial forces 
which co-ojic rated in the budding of the 
world. God causes the familiar pheno
mena of nature. lie makes rain, gives Mr. Thomas McJanet is the unanim

ous choice of the Ottawa teaching staff 
as a candidate for the Advisory Coun 

In the sphere of human af- cil of Education. It is to lie hoped 
that he may be elected. His ability, 

fluence as direct. He exalte one, ahasn excellent judgment and long experience 
another, overrules human désigné, re- well fit Mr. McJanet for the position.

dew, send* frost, hail and snow. He sets 
his bow in the cloud. He cause* change 
of season.
fairs also the Bible represents God's in-

_______________— —


