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H24 THE MINING RECORD.

Ihese are only FFernie prices and at Morrisey and
lichel they are even lower. We regret that we have
not been able to get the due bills from these places in

the Press it would have shown just how

LI

ich lower they are than her However, we are safe

n saving that they are below a fair living wage, and

that they should be raised to Fernie rates is only just
In the mterview with the PPress representative Mr.,
Fonkin states that the timber trouble was settled a
oon as landings were made and that the men are hav

ng no trouble about lack of timber. We say the tim

ber tr s not settled and the men did have trou
e fo of timber right up to the time they cam
ut four 1 ck were dis
f tryi the timber
hl¢ [ ( i mnt of
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| en, and ited the rievai
nt | get no 1 S ) last to stop further
roachme hey had to place the whole of their
1 les T e District | | I'he trouble th
e \ en tl wler that tem the con
pan )1 pay end | ve the er a good wage
and allow him to pay a helper as he should be paid
It ces tl ely y work for a lower wage than the
en rat i the countr In all the West the Go
ernment price for outside labour is $2.50 and in quartz
1 ker S3 per da et these men are
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t ( I'l 1 ] 1 facts of the
! take th ( tt it
through all the ch that « | be got, and we think
it answers the question “Are the men of the Crow's
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REASONS OF TIHI R1
I'he men n and around the mines

and coke ovens of the C

t Pass Coal Company
it Morrissey, Michel and Fernie came out on strike
on the morning of February rith.  In Fernie the men
and boys have heen working under protest since Aug
ust 4, 1902. The public at large are more or less ac
(uainted with their grievances, Just one month and
four days after the big explosion of Mav 22, 1002. in
which 130 men and bovs were killed because coal is
mined for profit instead of heing mined for use, Mr
John H. Tonkin, who by the wav, came direct from
ennsylvania after the explosion to fill the position of

manager of the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company,
without consulting his emplovees, imposed upon them
an extra half hour underground, or in other words,
made it nine hours from bank to bank instead of eight
hours, as it had been previous to his coming here, and
as it is in every other coal mine in Dritish Columbia.
The men were forced to strike or submit to the impo-
sition,

\fter a six weeks' strike, and on August 4, the
Glgdstone Miners' Union, No. 76, of the W. F. M.,
entered into an agreement with Mr, Tonkin on behalf
f the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company and clause §
i that agreement in part reads as follows “If at the
expiration of two months from date of this agreement
the union shall signify in writing to the company after
1 vote by ballot among the employees employed by the
company underground, that they are dissatisfied with
tne extra time underground, the company hereby agree
that this agreement shall be at an end; and thereafter
1 dav’s work shall consist of one eight (8) hour shift.”

I'he day the igned this agreement Mr, Tonkin
told the committee that he mtended in the near future
v dra p a scale of prices which he wanted the com
ttee to sign on behalf of the union.  Tle assured the
( mittee that he would not cut prices, or in other
hat the prices would remain as they were when
['he d Wit igning of t 1gree
ent he submitted his scale of prices to the union, and
to the ITPris f all ¢ d there was a general
t of from fhve to t per cent. Of course the
on refused to sign But what could they do?
['hey had pledged their word and honour to try the new
tem | two months ['he ent to work under
protest of price \t the expiration of two months
the union took the vote by ballot, which resulted as
follow I'hirty-three for the new system—who, by
the wa were largely petty bosses of the compan
ind 120 votes to return to the old svstem I'he union
notihed Mr. Tonkin i writing that they wished to
return to the old system ITe whol wed their
notice,
Section O of the agr ent reads in part as follows
Fhere shall be no  discrimination by the company
y st any of the met 1 orking men emploved
by the company previous to the inauguration of the
trike.”  This the company alimost wholly ignored and
many a good man left the camp rather than allow the

nion to get into trouble fighting his casc
\t Morrissey they have been working under a pro

tested wage scale since the middle of last October, 40

cents per ton for di

ng coal, and the company’s stores
to deal in, If I am correctly informed this is the lowest
price ever paid for digging coal on this continent
\t Michel where evervthing is owned by the company
except the C. . R. tracks, the union men in order to
hold their meetings have to walk about three miles into
the woods to an old logging camp with neither doors
or windows. The company have positively refused to
rent them a place to hold their meetings. The com
pany stores are at the mines in all the three camps and
none others are allowel
Men and boys are killed or crippled almost daily in
these mines. It would take a whole column to enumer
ate all the grievances in the three camps: [ merely
mention a few. So it will be seen that the emplovees of
the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company have not been
waiting for an opportunity to strike, but all these
months they have been working under protest with the
hope that they could adjust their grievances without a
strike, and knowing that to win a strike all three camps
must strike together, in that way shutting off all the
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