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Hsvc done credit to this country; and who wilP

the defendants truft, do credis to it this day.
*

The plain and literal meaning of a libel is a fatire tlampoon, or ^ defamatory writrn^ generally printed; accord*

vfJl T 'f-
''''

'r'-'^
'"Slifh Lawyers (Sir WiUiam

BlackfVone), ,t is a malicious defamation of any perfon made
public by printing or writing. This great AuchSr ia com-
menting on hbels, fays,

,

cc "aJ^^
tendency which they have to create animofitlc's, and to

difturb the public peace, is what the law confiders, and
diereforcin fuch profccutions rhe points tq be enquired

;;
into are: F.rft, f the fad^ of

^ .inting and publilhin\ b?
true, and Secondly, if the matter thereof be crimiyuiir

'

Great deference and refpea is due to Sir William Blackf

nZ' y§^ \^ ^^^? been and Will continue to be commentelupon; He has in his moft excellent book of Commentaries
leaned to a dodrine that was praftifed only by the Stualt
race, and died with them

; it is a doflrine that lay dormant^•om the Revollition, till revived by another great LawyerLord Mansfield; Thefc two authorities maybe adduced Sthe prefent occafion to fuitain the ftrange and unintelligibledoanne of libels, and you may be told that one man is nojwantonly and unprovokedly, to write, or print any matter, ortning to make his neighbour angry i or publifh any thing o£or concerning his vices or follies, left you Ihould provokehim to wrath and urge him to an aft of defparation, iawhicK he may break the peace, infrad the law,*^and'difturb
the tranquility of fociety; you may be told alfo, that though

iIZ^J"^7"f^ '^P'^'^> ^"^ ^" ^ ^'^y ''^^ light, y^et
J^<5|^at expofe him are not jullifiablc in the eye of thedJ^ Vl^ g^i^^/'^or the truth of the vice or follyfi-M^l^bit to public view, is an aggravation of the

«"«*.es the hbelmorc libellous. I lliall endeavour
"all this (which may be told you in the
^^^^^a^rago of nonfenfe, unintel,.

jjoticc.

.Since

*


