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AFRICA
History.—728. Excepting those countries border-

ing on the Mediterraiiean Sea, littl.i was knowi of
Africa in ancient times. About the time of the
discovery of America, some bokl navigators of
Soutliern Europe kept sailii.i- iurther and further
south, until finally they went round the Cape of
Good Hope, and found their way to India.

720. It was a Ion- time aft.-r this before the countries in
the interior of Africa \\vrf. vi.sited by civilized pwiple. In-
<lccd, although niauy distingui.v.cd men have lately travelled
much anionpr tlio Nefr,oes of Central and Southern Africa,
our knowledge concerning this part of the world is vet quite
imnted. Travellers here are e..po.sod to (;reai. hardships and

dangers There are no roads ; in many places the climate isunhealthy
; and some of the Negroes are fierce savages.

Position.—730. The greater part of Africa is in
the Torrid Zone, and no part of it extends to the
cold regions of the north or south.

Africa is surrounded by the sea on all sides, -ccept at the
north-east where it is connected with Asia by tuo htlm^v. ,/
.V"''.-. It has the M :Jitcrrancan Sea on the "rrth '> / ,

Sea and Indian Ocean on the east, and the AiOtH-Ac'orur' . ,

the west. •

Coast. — 731. We observe from the Map of
Africa that there are no deep bays along the coast.


