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vicinity, and the whole body were equally deaf to

Northern and Southern overtures. They aiforded thus

a desirable and safe asylum to all, Mho preferred the

antient state of aftUirs to any inno\ ation ; and though

several, entertainin.u; opinions diflerent from those of

the majority, quitted dieir territory, the republican im-

mij,-rants considerably exceeded them in number.

These immigrants consisted of persons of every con-

dition, and their motion was continually westward, for

the western country increased greatly in value and im-

portance.

Under such a state of dungs the antient confedera-

tion of the colonies of New Kngland was brought for-

cibly to view. The hostility manifested by Virginians

to commerce, in which consisted the life of the Nordi-

castern Slaves ; their hostility also to Kngland and the

new Viceroyalty of the North, with both of which the

New I'>nglanders were necessitated to maintain a close

connexion, and still further, their devotedness to the

^ ieus of France, to which the men oi the north c( '"Id

never l^rook a subserviency, all joined to sever the

l)onds of connexion, and to prepare the way for a new

and distinct goxernment.

1 w ill not enter into a detail of the debates of that

c\enlful period. 1 look on all die scenes I have related

widi honor ; and you, my dear Son, must esteem it

the strongest proof 1 can gi\ e you of die sincerest love,

that 1 sit down to a narration \\\\id\ aw akens unheeded

and ineftVctual regrets, and will e\er be the Uieme o)

mortificaU'.-n and mmiuw.


